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FADE | N:
EXT. NEW EDEN PEACE COLONY - MORNI NG

Dol phins frolic through azure waves near a white shore. An
anphi bi ous creature hops out of the water and ganbols across
the sand to the | ush green undergrowth nearby.

Its novenent flushes two dragonflies froma bush wth big
red flowers. They eyeball each other before taking off with
a BUZZ after a weird alien bug.

A white-throated bird with long green tail feathers nabs the
sl ower dragonfly. It soars towards a cluster of rounded and
doned buildings that surround a | arge arboretum

The bird lands on tree branch near a second story w ndow.
It gul ps down the dragonfly. A Sianese cat pounces on the
bird. There's a SQUAWK. A single tail feather floats past
t he wi ndow.

The cat tilts it head as it peers inside at the novenent.

SID, atall blond SPECTRAL ALIEN wth facial ridges, is
visible through the window He gestures wildly as he shouts,
unheard from out si de.

| NT. CGENETI C RESEARCH BUI LDI NG, HALLWAY - DAY

ROYCE, a slightly shorter Spectral alien with simlar ripples
of skin on the sides of his face, |eans against the wall.

He smles as he | ooks at a poster of two people deep in
enbrace. The script is in SPECTRAL SYMBOLS.

Sid storns into the hallway and rips the poster off the wall.
He crunples it up and tosses it into a black bin with a
rounded | eaf | ogo.

ROYCE
Things did not go well?
SID
The director canceled nmy vol unt eer

program

Royce pulls a rubber glove fromhis pocket. He snaps it on
before he pats Sid on the shoul der.

ROYCE
It was such an inportant aspect of
your wor K.

Sid brushes his hand asi de.



SI D
W dowers were the only ones desperate
enough to mate with humans. | may

as well shut down ny | ab.

ROYCE
Did he give you any reason? O her
t han preventing you fromgetting the
contract?

SID
He thinks | m ssed sonething. He
wants ne to give VERN access to the
test subjects. How do I explain
sone of the humans are m ssing?

ROYCE
What ever you do, don't argue with
him You know how he gets.

SID
But there's no way mating with us
shoul d have hurt them M chem ca
anal ysis proves it.

ROYCE
Who are they going to listen to? An
alien or their own hunan coroner?

SID
| just want to hel p people.

ROYCE
O course you do. You'd try to help
your own worst enemy. |It's been

programmed into your DNA. Besides,
you need that contract.

SID
| thought you were on ny side.

Royce turns and tosses an electronic chip into the air. He
catches it and saunters off.

ROYCE
If I wasn't | wouldn't nention this.

He tosses it a second tine. Sid springs forward and catches
it on the third toss.

SI D
VWhat is it?



ROYCE
Not hing, really. Just a profile of
t he newest human assi gned here.
She'd make the perfect test subject.

Sid stares at the chip as he holds it up to the light.

SID
VWhat's the point?

ROYCE
You shoul d have sone fun. You know,
experinment. After all it's not |ike
the two of you could procreate, is
it?

SID

Way bother? It wouldn't be real

Royce rolls off his rubber glove and snaps it against Sid' s
arm

ROYCE
Sure it would. Get your hands dirty.
It mght be fun to have sentient
little hybrids runni ng anok.

Sid SIGHS. He gives his friend a thin sm|e.

SID
Ch, alright. [I'lIl ook her over.
But | won't enjoy it.

ROYCE
What do you give the humans to keep
them fromfiguring out what you're
up to?

SID
It's a new conpound from a human
friend. He says to keep it a secret
because of trademark issues.

ROYCE
Too bad it doesn't keep them from
slipping into a cona.

SID
All 1 need is one breakthrough that
creates viable hybrid offspring.

ROYCE
Maybe she'll be the one.

Sid tosses the conputer chip into the air.



I NT. HUMAN TRANSPORT SHUTTLE - DAY

A single coffee bean floats past a star filled portal of the
transport's recreation area. Tables and stuffed chairs are
bolted to the fl oor.

KRI'S, a young nuscul ar man, carries a large coffee nug. His
tight fitting tank top and shorts sport a space thene | ogo.
The magnets in his cotton shoes CLINK as they adhere to the
metal floor with each step

He places his mug inside the coffee dispenser and | ocks the
handle into a |l oop. The clear plastic door closes. Black
fluid hesitantly trickles into the cup.

KRI S
| thought you fixed the coffee maker's
gravity matri x.

He slides the plastic door open. Coffee swirls over the
cup's edge. He draws back as he burns his fingertips.

BREE NORMAN snmirks at her book as she lounges in a thickly
padded chair. She's athletic wth short hair and di nples.
She | ooks a few years ol der than her conpanion. She wears a
simlar outfit.

BREE
That was before our friendly
nei ghbor hood coroner decided to reheat
his grilled cheese sandwich in it.

KRI S
Good thing he works on the dead
i nstead of the living.

Kris hands her the cup. He takes the seat next to her.
Bree puts her book down.

BREE
| suspect they're nore confortable
with him Do you know he actually
made a pass at ne | ast week?

KRI' S
That's crazy. You're way out of his
| eague. You're al nbst good enough
for ne.

Bree sips her coffee. She winces as she spills sone.

BREE
Too bad I'm not your type.



KRI S
Nobody's perfect. But we need to
find you a boyfriend soon. | can't

t ake the noi se nuch | onger.

BREE
VWhat noi se?

KRI' S
Al that noaning in your sleep. |
checked to see if you were al one.
You sounded way too happy.

Bree squirnms in her chair. Kris winks at her. He grabs the
coffee bean as it floats past. He pops it in his nouth.
Bree turns to | ook out the portal.

EXT. NEW EDEN ARBORETUM WALKWAY - DAY

Sid and Royce kneel at an artificial pond. Sid taps a hand
hel d tabl et. Royce takes water sanples. LYNETTE SMTH, a

human child with auburn pigtails runs up to them Her face
is wet with tears. She hesitates, then tugs on Sid's shirt.

SID
Oh. Lynette. \Wat's wong?

LYNETTE
[t's SAMW. He clinbed a tree and
he's scared to come down.

ROYCE
Who's Sammy? What's he doing clinbing
trees? |It's against regul ations.

SI D
You really don't want to know.

Lynette tugs on his shirt again.

LYNETTE
Help him Please. W have to go.

SID
Conme on, Royce. Sammy needs hel p.

Lynette pulls Sid's hand. Royce secures his water sanples
in alarge tote bag. He hoists it over his shoul der and
runs to catch up. They stop several neters away.

Lynette points upwards.

The bl ue eyed Sianese cat glares at themfroma tree branch

Royce starts to back away.



ROYCE
Ch no. No, no, no. Tell nme that's
not what | think it is.
SID
Yes. Humans call it a kitty cat.
ROYCE
"Il tell the director to get a

hazardous materials team out here.
They' Il all need protective gear.

Sid reaches for his shoulder as Royce turns to | eave. Royce

rolls his eyes but stops.

SID

It's just one little kitten..

ROYCE

Wth the power to sterilize every

mal e of our species. Let'
that part.

SID

s not forget

Do you know what wi Il happen to the
Smths if you alert the authorities?

ROYCE

| know what will happen if that cat

scratches ne. That's why they're
illegal.
LYNETTE
VWat's illegal ?
SID
Never m nd, Sweetie. | think | can

reach Samry from here.

Sid reaches into the tree and gently gathers up the cat.
Lynette junps up and down and SQUEALS with delight.

The noi se startles Sammy. He HI SSES and becones a |ightning

fast bundl e of FANGS and fur.
RAZOR SHARP CLAWS shred Sid's shirt.

He GASPS but manages

to hang onto Samy. He hands the cat to the little girl.

LYNETTE
Gross. You're bl eeding.
funny col or for bl ood.

That's a

Sid | ooks at his chest. Reddish purple blood forns stains

over the remains of his shirt.



Royce pulls a can out of his bag and sprays it over Sid's
shoul der. A white coating fornms over each scratch

ROYCE
|"mso sorry. Look, we need to report
this incident so that...

Royce pulls a huge net fromhis bag. Sid pushes it back in.

SID
An investigation would keep the cat
here longer. You don't want that.

Lynette hugs Sammy. She eyes Royce warily.
Sid turns towards her.

SI D (CONT' D)
You nmake sure you hide Sammy. He's
our little secret.

LYNETTE
Goodbye, Sid. You'll always be ny
favorite alien. And Sammy's too.

Sid bends down and pats her head.

SID
You take good care of him okay?
What happened wasn't his fault.

Lynette nods. She hurries off.

Royce shakes his head. He helps Sid peel off the shirt. An
irregular patch of skin covers the rest of Sid s chest, nostly
unmar ked by the cat scratches.

ROYCE
Come on. Let's get you cl eaned up.
| f someone who's now sterile can
still be cl eaned.

SID
Sterile? Look who's talking. At
| east 1'm not inpotent.

ROYCE
That's a low blow. And conpletely
unproven.

| NT. TRANSPCORT SHUTTLE - DAY
VERN enters the recreation area of the shuttle barefoot. A

single eyebrow fl ows across his forehead. Thick body hair
spills out of the edges of his tank top and shorts.



He smrks at Kris' shoes.

VERN
You | adies sure |ike the kitchen.
Is this food processor fixed yet?

BREE
It's a coffee maker. Keep using it
for reheating and it'll end up on

your preparation table.

VERN
Sooner or |ater, everyone does. |
coul d make an opening for you.

Vern wi nks at her and saunters out of the room Kris and
Bree exchange a | ook.

BREE
Was that a threat or a proposition?

KRI' S
He's harm ess, | think. And cute in
a certain sort of way, in a certain
kind of light.

BREE
Don't tell nme you find himattractive.

KRI S
Hs ass is nice and tight. And he
does shave down there. But he nust
do sonet hi ng about the uni-brow on
t he ot her end.

Bree chokes on her coffee.
EXT. LAUNCH PLATFORM - DAY

MR SM TH and MRS SM TH carry their tote bags to the shuttle.
Lynette's small bag has tiny round holes on one side. A
renote control Hovercraft cart follows with nore |uggage.

LYNETTE
Daddy, what does sterilize nean?

MR. SM TH
It means to make sonething really,
really clean. No gerns at all. Wy
do you ask?

Lynette gives her tote bag a puzzled | ook. She gives her
father an innocent smle.



LYNETTE
No reason.

MRS. SM TH
That's nmy little girl. Al ways ful
of scientific curiosity.

The Smth famly boards the |l arge transport shuttle that
sits on a raised platform The hatch cl oses.

An AIR MARSHALL in a safety vest stands in front of the
transport. He gives a thunbs up to the PILOI. The pil ot
returns the signal

Aloud HSS is foll owed by PLUVES OF WH TE EXHAUST ar ound
the bottom edge of the transport. The Air Marshall noves
his arnms up and down to signal the transport to hover, then
ascend. The shuttle clears the docking area.

The one fromEarth arrives to take its place. It hovers
over its own shadow as the air Marshall instructs. It sets
down with a slight THUD. The air stairs |lower on the Air
Marshal | ' s conmand.

Bree, Kris, Vern and several others disenbark. They each
take a large bag fromthe shuttle's cargo hold. Kris and
Vern head for the nen's changi ng area.

KRI' S
So, what's your first inpression
upon returning to New Eden?

VERN
There are far nore bl ack peopl e now.

KRI S
Are you racist?

VERN
Nah, just xenophobi c.

OFFI CER CORTEZ, a wonman in a crisp red tunic and bl ack sl acks
wal ks up to Bree. Her black hair is closely cropped. Her
bl ue eyes command attention.

CORTEZ
M ss Norman? Welconme to New Eden.
There are a few itens we should
di scuss as soon as you' ve changed.

BREE
Pl ease, call ne Bree. | won't be
| ong.



10.
EXT. ARBORETUM WALKWAY - MOVENTS LATER

Cortez | eads Bree through a w nding path that encircles the
arboretum Humans and aliens alike relax in several of the
hot tubs in the hydroponics section. Rows of trees thinly
di sguise the buildings lining two sides of the arboretum

CORTEZ
| understand your first assignnent
i nvol ves the power conduits.

BREE
Yes. It'll be arelief to work cl ose
to the ground again.

Cortez gives her a sidelong | ook and shrugs.

CORTEZ
Your file says you're quite athletic.
| hope that includes a few workouts
on the parallel bars.

BREE
Fromtine to time. Does it nmatter?

CORTEZ
It mght. Renenber to keep your
contract handy. M security termis
extrenely vigilant.

BREE
| prefer to think of this posting as
a wor ki ng hol i day.

CORTEZ
We're all under contract here. It's
how New Eden oper at es.

| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RVARY - DAY

Sid peels the white filmoff of his scars. Royce |ooks at
t he back of one under a sophisticated el ectron m croscope.

ROYCE
So far no sign of any severe reaction
ot her than what we can assune. But
it's not |ike you ever showed any
interest in mating.

SID
I'"d like to get ny life back together
before starting a famly.

ROYCE
A mate mght help you with that.
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SI D
As if you' d know.

Royce turns away to hide the pain on his face fromSid. He
takes the slide out of the m croscope.

Sid MOANS. He holds his head in his hands.

Royce pulls a tiny scanner fromhis pants pocket. He waves
it over Sid' s head and puts it away quickly.

ROYCE
Anot her fl ashback? Probably from
the shock of those cat scratches. |
can't inmagi ne why humans are so fond
of the darn things.

SI D
What did | do, Royce?

ROYCE
Don't ask me. You're the one with
re-coded DNA. It's up to you to
remenber the details. |f you think
you can live with them

SI D
VWat if | can't?

ROYCE
Then you'l|l probably be executed.
|"mjust glad we have the infirmary
to ourselves. It makes keeping your
cat in the bag that nmuch easier

EXT. ARBORETUM - DAY

Royce sits in a hot tub next to DI RECTOR EAGLE, a bal d,
smaller, older alien with nore pronounced facial ridges.
They're up to their necks in foam

EAGLE
How bad was it?

ROYCE
It |ooked |ike a nonmentary spasm of
pain in his forehead.

EAGLE
That's to be expected. Do you have
any idea what m ght have brought it
on?
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ROYCE
| suspect he m ght have had a snal
| ab accident. He was probably too
enbarrassed to talk about it after
| osing the volunteer program

EAGLE
At | east his secrets don't hurt anyone
now. D d he renenber any detail s?

ROYCE
No. He seened bew | dered nore than
anyt hi ng.

EAGLE

It's a good sign. But the program
is far fromperfect. Continue to
nmoni t or him

ROYCE
He's not dangerous, is he?

EAGLE
| sure as hell hope not.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Large wi ndows give a view of the arboretum Cortez sits at
a large table with Bree. Three officers in uniformstand at
ease behind Cortez. She pulls out a data pad.

CORTEZ
What kind of runors have you heard
about New Eden?

BREE
Runors? | thought this was an
i nformati on session.

CORTEZ
It's better you start out know ng
what isn't true. To begin wth,
this planet isn't haunted.

BREE
What ?  Why woul d anyone say sonet hi ng
dunmb |ike that?

CORTEZ
Not everyone has your scientific
bent. What they don't understand
they lie about.

BREE
Ckay. Wat el se?
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CORTEZ
A few peopl e are unaccounted for.
Not just humans, sonme of the aliens
aren't reporting in.

BREE
You nean they're m ssing.

CORTEZ
Not officially.

BREE
O course not. That could hinder
your investigation.

CORTEZ
Don't get me wong. Most of the
peopl e here can be trusted. Although
| wouldn't date outside the species.

The officers glance at each other with a smrk. One of them
w nks at Bree.

BREE
Thank you. This has been..
Enl i ght eni ng.

EXT. ARBORETUM - TW LI GHT

Vern carries a large green sanple bag. Large | eaves and odd
| ooki ng trees cast spooky shadows around himin the fading
light. He bends down near a bushy plant with a bl ack nmarker.

He uses a small pair of pruning shears and collects a few
| eaves, the odd stem a few flowers. A CRUNCH in the pathway
behi nd hi m causes himto turn.

SID
Nice to see you again, Vern. How s
your plant |ife hobby com ng al ong?

Vern slowy and deliberately closes his bag. He stands up.

VERN
Actually, I'"msurprised your people
chose so many highly toxic plants.

SI D
We appreciate those nore for their
aesthetic qualities.

Vern bends down and plucks an exotic pink bl oomfrom one of
t he bushes. He holds it up.
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VERN
You brought themall this way because
you thought they were pretty?

SID
We al so chose varieties that m ght
prove useful for human pharmacol ogy.
W' ve studied the past several decades
of your nedicinal devel opnent.

VERN
And what did you think of our neager
little attenpts?

SID
Very inpressive. Just think what
our two species wll acconplish here.

VERN
| suppose that m ght nean sone form
of cohabitation?

SID
Isn't that what we're doi ng now?

VERN
Yes, of course. | just neant...
Forget it. It's, uh, it's been a
long trip. | should have gotten
nore sl eep.

SID
"1l let you get back to the plants.

VERN
Wai t. | have another vial of nutrient
suppl enents for you

Vern tosses the bl oom aside. He opens his bag and pul |l s out
a plastic tube of red liquid. He throws it to Sid. Sid
holds it up to the dimlight.

SID
| appreciate this. But |'mabout to
switch to a different kind of

research.

VERN
Let me know when your tests are
conplete. 1'd love to hear your
results.

SID

"' mnot sure how much information ny
director will let nme share.
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He shrugs apologetically. Vern's face hardens into a mask
of spite as he watches Sid' s departure. He folds his arns
across his chest.

The natural |ight fades conpletely. Blue night lights flash
on all along the wal kways of the arboretum Vern | ooks
around. He leans into the shadows of a large tree. He pulls
out a cigarette and lights it. The tip glows an angry red.

| NT. MAI NTENANCE ROOM - DAY

Bree strides along a catwal k fourteen feet above the fl oor.
She stops and scowW s at the network of conduits that hang a
few feet |ower.

She secures her tool bag to her belt and executes a perfect
| eap to catch one of the smaller conduits. She uses them
like parallel bars to reach her target. She waps her | egs
around one and hol ds onto another with her |eft hand.

She drapes her tool bag over a pipe next to her for easy
access. She tightens every bolt within reach with a nonkey
wr ench.

Sid enters the room

Bree inhales sharply and drops the tool. It CLATTERS agai nst
t he cenent fl oor.

Sid wal ks over to it. He bends down and picks it up.

Bree hangs down from her knees. She tilts her head as she
admres Sid fromabove. Sid taps the wench agai nst one
hand as he | ooks around. He shrugs and starts to wal k away.

BREE
Excuse ne, | still need that.

Sid turns and | ooks up. He gives her a boyish grin.
SID
This tool is kind of old fashioned,
isn't it?

BREE
Technol ogy nmay change but a wench
is still a wench. | need it back.

SID
O course. I'll join you up there.

Sid takes a few quick steps and | eaps onto the catwal k.
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BREE
That's over twelve feet. How did
you do that?

SID
My pl anet has stronger gravity. But
we're nowhere near as graceful as
you humans.

BREE
That | ooked pretty graceful to ne.

SID
Exertion |ike that makes nme thirsty.
At this height ny skin can absorb
noi sture directly fromthe air.

Sid puts the wench dowmn and holds his shirt open.

Bree works her way back to the catwal k. She junps up beside
hi m and ogles his exposed skin. Her eyes stray to the scars
on his shoul der. She picks up the wench.

BREE
So that's why there are so many pools
and hot tubs here? They're not just
decorative?

Sid closes his shirt.

SI D
Decorative? No, our nuscles stiffen
if we're out of water too |long. But
we al so need to avoid bei ng subnerged

for long. It's a delicate bal ance.
BREE
| want to | earn nore about your
speci es.
SID

| was planning on feeding in an hour.
WIIl you join nme at The Brine and
Barnacle Cafe? It's a horrible nane
but the food' s good.

BREE
Sure. If it won't disrupt your, uh,
your feeding. |[I'Il neet you after
|"ve sent ny progress report.

EXT. QUTSI DE WALKWAY OF BROADCAST TOWER - DAY

Bree taps the screen of an el ectronic comruni cations device.
She shakes her head and whacks it on the side.
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BREE
Send, dam it.

Vern conmes up behind her. He takes her shoul ders and turns
her in the opposite direction. The device BEEPS.

VERN
The satellite can't receive the signa
when you're blocking it with own
body. I, on the other hand, would
| ove to receive all your signals.

Vern slides his hands down her arnms and back up again. He
nudges her ear with his nose.

BREE
|"mafraid you're just too nuch man
for ne.

Bree CLICKS off the device and pulls away from him
VERN

I'"'mflexible. W could nmake it a
t hreesone. Maybe after |unch?

BREE
Wul dn't anot her man make natters
wor se? Besides, | already have a
| unch date.

VERN
Your | oss.

I NT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE - DAY

The cafe interior has an aquatic thenme, |ots of blues and
greens. Coral designs cover the walls. Aquariunms with alien
fish species serve as dividers for each section

In the tank nearest Sid's table an angelfish is pursued by
alien goldfish with shark-1ike teeth. The water takes on a
pi nk tinge as the angelfish is devoured.

Sid spots Bree and stands up. He pulls out a chair for her.

BREE
Ch. Is this a customon Spectra
t o0?
SID
No. |It's sonmething I've seen humans

do. Is it wong?
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BREE
Courtesy is never wong. You nust
spend a |l ot of tinme observing human
behavi or.

SID
Not as nmuch as 1'd like. M research
i nvol ves cl ose personal contact with
genetic material. Vern's the human
| know t he nost.

BREE
Probably not the best specinmen of ny
species. He doesn't relate well to
ot hers.

A WAITRESS in a bright orange top and skirt carries a |l arge
platter of dishes to the table.

Sid selects several dishes. One bow contains a liquid with

SID
Have you tried the indi genous food?

BREE
No. You'll have to be ny guide.

small live fish. He swirls it around. The fish gl ow
SID
These are what humans seemto enjoy
t he nost.

(lowers his voice)
| never drink piscata. But you m ght
like it.

Bree rai ses an eyebrow as she | ooks at the bow .

Sid breaks into a grin.

his face.

BREE
"1l stick with coffee. | don't
i ke things swmmng in nmy drink.

SI D

Can | ask you for a favor?
BREE

Sur e.
SI D

Coul d you get ne access into sone of
t he human buil dings? Earth
architecture is one of ny hobbies.

Then a nore serious | ook cones across
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EXT. COVPOUND FOUR - DAY

Bree and Sid approach a guarded building. The burly MARI NE
closest to it steps in front of them Bree holds up her
mechani ¢c' s insignia.

BREE
The big guy's with me. You guys can
take the afternoon off.

MARI NE
Yes Ma'am Thank you Ma' am

The marine steps aside. He salutes as they pass. Sid
awkwardly returns the notion.

Bree positions her face for the retinal scanner on the
buil ding wall. One door slides aside to reveal a second
one. She places her pal magainst an electronic outline to
open it. She types in a code for the third one.

SI D
|'ve al ways wondered why this buil ding
was off limts.

BREE
It's partly a safety issue. This is
one of our original water purification
plants. | need to find out why it
qui t wor ki ng.

SI D
So the guards. ..

BREE
The Marines were there largely for
show. Sone aspects of human
governnent still don't trust
ot her. .. speci es.

| NT. COVPOUND FOUR

Sid and Bree enter a huge roomw th enmergency |ights that
fade in and out at irregular intervals.

BREE
The main power's out. That's al ways
a bad sign. Hold on

Bree consults a diagramon the wall. She wal ks a few feet
further and feels around for a lever. She pulls it down.

Panel s on the roof slide open. Sunlight floods in. The
energency lights go out.
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The water filtration nechanismis covered with a thick film
of dust.

SI D
Humans nmust spend a lot of tine
dream ng up structure.

BREE
We have our nonents. Look for
anyt hing that seens out of place.

Sid points to a pile of blankets and clothing in a corner.

SID
VWhat about that?

They wal k over for a closer |ook. Sid squats down.

BREE
This woul d nake a really good hiding
pl ace.

Sid puts one hand agai nst a support beam for bal ance and
di gs through the pile.

SID
Everything here is from New Eden's
cottage industries. There's nothing
to identify the user.

BREE
You nean the intruder. Don't | ean
on that beam It |ooks |ike soneone
tried to cut through it.

The beam CGROANS against Sid's weight. He pulls his hand
back as it gives way.

A piece of glass is dislodged fromthe ceiling. It plunges
into Bree's leg. She SCREAMS. The insignia on her top
fl ashes red.

I NT. VERN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Vern hol ds a pornographic nmagazine up to ogle the centerfold.

VERN
Al oha, Mss July.

On the wall an electronic display of buildings in the area
lights up in green. A red light flashes to represent the
water treatnent plant. A SIREN goes off.

Vern gl ances at the display. He shoves the magazine into a
desk drawer. He zips up his pants.
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VERN ( CONT' D)
Computer, are there any other nedical
personnel in the area of the victinf

COWPUTER (V. Q)
Negative. All other human nedi cal
personnel are currently out of
rotation. The only human nedi cal
of ficer present is the coroner.

VERN
| guessed as nmuch. Thanks for
not hi ng.

COWPUTER (V. Q.)
You' re nost wel cone.

| NT. COVMPOUND FOUR - CONTI NUQUS

Sid reaches for the glass in Bree's leg. She grabs his arm
while she tries not to ook at the injury. Her words are
st r ai ned.

BREE
Don't pull it out. | could bleed to
death. W have to wait for the
medi cal response team

SID
But you're in so nmuch pain. How can
| hel p?

BREE

Keep me fromgoing into shock. Talk
to me, keep ne conscious. M elevated
heart rate should have triggered an
alert.

SI D
| just renenbered sonething.

Sid bends down and kisses her lips. Bree smles.

BREE
VWhat was that for?

SI D
Vern told ne human wonen feel |ess
pain when they're aroused. Did it
wor k?

BREE
If you tell me that's all you have
to offer I'll be very di sappoi nted.



22.
Sid frowns.
Bree chuckl es before the pain takes over again.

Vern rushes in, unnoticed by either of them |In one hand he

hol ds an energency kit. In the other he has a | ong syringe.
VERN
Hey. What the hell are you two up
to?

Sid pulls away fromBree with a confused expression on his
face.

Vern kneel s besi de Bree.

SI D
| was just trying to be of assistance.

Vern tilts his head wth a calculating from. He nods
slightly as he jabs the needle into Bree's arm She w nces.
He uses a hand held x-ray unit to scan the injury.

VERN
(to hinself)
Yes, | suppose you would try to help.

SID
VWhat was that, Vern?

VERN
Nothing. It looks like a long thin
pi ece of glass. A sinple cut and
paste j ob.

BREE
Vern, what are you doing here?
Where's the nmedic on duty?

VERN
Right nowl'mit. Everyone el se has
sone time off.

BREE
G eat . Rem nd nme not to need a doctor
for a while.

VERN

Too late for regrets. Sid, when
tell you to, yank the glass straight
up. I'll put sone seal ant and

di sinfectant on it first.

SID
She won't bl eed to death?
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VERN
"Il close it too quickly for that.
But yeah, humans tend to conplain if
you withdraw a | arge penetrating
obj ect too quickly.

Vern wi nks at Bree as he applies the chemcals. The pained
| ook on her face turns into a scow .

BREE
You dirty m nded...

VERN
Now, Si d.

Sid yanks the glass out. Vern uses his fingers to pinch the
wound cl osed.

Bree faints.

SID
Br ee.

VERN
Don't worry. She's never been able
to stand the sight of bl ood.

EXT. DARWN COLONY, FIVE M LES AVWAY - EVEN NG

A canopy of tree branches help the tents and buildings to
blend into the surrounding wilderness. The ENG NE ROAR of a
space shuttle overhead dies away. The colonists cone out of
hi di ng.

It's a M XED CROND of humans and Spectral aliens. Several
wear hi kers and canoufl age cl ot hi ng.

SHAMUS PLINTH, an alien with a scarred burnt face, yanks on
a rope. At the other end of the rope GALBRAI TH, an alien
with gray hair, stunbles out of a cottage and down the steps.

SHAMUS
It's so nice of you to honor us with
your presence, Professor.

Galbraith tries to shield his eyes with his bound hands. He
W nces agai nst the daylight.

GALBRAI TH
"1l never help you destroy New Eden

SHAMUS
Once you see the bigger picture you'l
cone around.
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Gl braith holds out his arns.

GALBRAI TH
This isn't the way to wn nme over.

SHAMUS
Don't blane ne. You're the one who
keeps running off.

GALBRAI TH
| wanted to be left in peace.

SHAMUS
Be thankful we found you before the
marines. Did you think you were
bei ng cl ever?

GALBRAI TH
Not cl ever enough.

SHAMUS
Don't sell yourself short. W
couldn't have gotten this far w thout
your marvel ous red |iquid.

GALBRAI TH

VWhen the hunans find out about this...
SHAMUS

It's a human who's buying it. All

of it.

Gal braith's nouth falls open. He regains his conposure
qui ckly.

GALBRAI TH
Tel | me, Shanus, what use do you
suppose a human woul d have for ny
bi o-slurry?

A near by human, KIRSTEN WLD, rubs her nearly full termtumy.
She wears a frilly white blouse and green shorts. She tilts
her head as she works her long dark hair into a pony tail.

KI RSTEN
He's got you there, Shamus. Vern
coul d cause problens for us. And he
still hasn't delivered all the nedica
suppl i es he prom sed.

| NT. NEW EDEN MEDI CAL COVPOUND - DAY

Bree sits up in a hospital bed. She reads a thick book. A
bandage covers part of her |eg.
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Sid carries OSCAR into the room an aninal that |ooks |like a
small cani ne but has five short thick tentacles as well.

Bree puts her book down.

BREE
What have you got there?

SID
Say hello to Gscar. He's one of ny
early experinents. Wll, nore |ike

an early accident | guess.

Gscar's tentacles twitch out of sync with his tail. He covers
Bree's face with wet sl oppy ki sses.

Bree grins. Her smle disappears as Vern enters the room
Vern scow s as he renobves her bandage.

VERN
What's that abom nation doing here?
SID
Don't worry. Qscar's conpletely
harm ess. | thought he m ght keep
Bree conpany.
VERN

| suppose we nust allow for pets.
It's better than you wasting your
val uabl e research tine.

SI D
St udi es show Gscar m ght even be a
bit tel epathic.

One of Gscar's tentacles stretches. It starts to reach in
Vern's direction. He slaps it.

Oscar YELPS, then GROAS.

VERN
O fhand, 1'd say no.

Vern | ooks at Bree's wound. Only a thin scar remains.

VERN ( CONT' D)

But I'll admt that your seaweed
concoction is a very effective healing
agent .

BREE

So when | can | get out of here?
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Prom se to take it easy and you're
good to go. But | don't want you
wor ki ng until a regular doctor clears
you. | won't be held responsible.

Vern turns to Sid. He points at Gscar

VERN ( CONT' D)
Does that thing have a current rabies
shot ?

SID
Not hi ng | eaves ny |l ab wi thout full
sterilization.

EXT. CENTRAL PLAZA - EVEN NG

26.

Separate cooking areas are set up for different kinds of

meat. Stylized picnic tables surround each area.

wear colorful tunics with shorts and sandal s.

Most di ners

Sid and Royce are engaged in a table top gane simlar to

chess.

Sid spots Bree.

SI D
Bree, I'mglad you could nake it.
How s the |eg?

He junps up to greet her.

Bree wal ks with a slight linp. She accepts Sid' s armfor

support.

BREE
Thanks to you the pain's nearly gone.

SID
Come neet Royce. He's ny cohort and
source of superfluous data. He's in

training to fly human spaces shuttl es.

ROYCE
Sid seens to find you quite
interesting. He hardly tal ks about
anyt hing el se now.

BREE
That's very flattering. | think
Sid, what's wrong?

Sid stares at her. H s eyes narrow

Royce slips the scanner from his pocket and does a di screet

scan.
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SID
|"'msorry. | nust have skipped a
beat there. | guess | nust not be
getting enough sl eep.

BREE
For a moment you | ooked |ike you
could kill someone.

SID

(startl ed)

Me?
I NT. VERN S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Vern stands beside a |large window. He pulls out a docunent
froma thick file. Kris edges closer. Vern glances at him

VERN
You're standing in ny personal space.

KRI' S
| " m baski ng in your manliness.
(sniffs Vern's shirt)
Were you at the cookout |ast night?
| didn't see you there.

VERN
| had a ot of work to do. | ate
and left.

KRI S
You do that a lot. It's not healthy.

O all people you should know better.

VERN
VWhat are you gonna do? Bury ne?

Kris raises his eyebrows. He rubs his hands across Vern's
back. Vern convul ses.

KRI S _
| can never tell when you're making
a sexual i nnuendo.

Vern spins around and slaps the file down on his desk.

VERN
Wth you assune it's never. The
only reason | allow you in nmy office
is to take care of the paperwork.

KRI S
It's called adm ni strati on.
( MORE)
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KRI' S ( CONT' D)
And | wouldn't have to spend so much
tinme here if you' d keep on top of
it.

VERN
|"ve a good mnd to throw you out.

KRI' S
Go ahead. Then you can explain to
Ops why you're three weeks behind in
your records.

I NT. HALLWAY QOUTSI DE DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Sid holds up his hand to knock on the door. He pauses as
VO CES wwthin catch his attention

| NT. DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The office is filled with so many plants it al nost seens
i ke an extension of the arboretumthe picture w ndow
overl ooks. Director Eagle paces in front of his own desk.

Hi s beautiful long |l egged alien wife MYRA sits in the chair.
Her facial ridges are mrrored opposites of his. Her gol den
hair frames her cheeks and neck in soft curls.

EAGLE
| know you're fond of Sid. But you
must not tell him

MYRA
He has a right to know. The council's
decision affects his future on New
Eden. It mght even void his
contract.

EAGLE
Exactly. And with his background we
don't know how he'll react.

MYRA
You should have nore faith in him
He hasn't given up.

The director goes to the w ndow and and | ooks out at the
tree. He turns around to face Myra.

EAGLE
H's failure to produce a single hybrid
baby has dooned New Eden, perhaps
even to war. The peace treaty
requi res our species to intermngle.
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MYRA
Reproduction is only one
interpretation. Mating w thout
of fspring m ght be a viable option.
Per haps he needs personal experience.

I NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Sid | ooks at the door. H's hand drops to his side. He starts
to wal k awnay.

Royce cones around the corner

ROYCE
Hey, Buddy. Wy the |long face?

Sid brushes past him
Royce catches up to him

ROYCE ( CONT' D)

Hey, don't be insulted. |'m asking
why you're so dejected. It's one of
t hose human expressi ons.

SI D
Human?

Sid stops. Royce nearly runs into him

SI D (CONT' D)
Have you seen Bree?
ROYCE
Yeah, a few hours ago. She said she
was going to spend tine in one of
t he hot tubs tonight.

SI D
Perf ect.

EXT. ARBORETUM - EVEN NG
Sid slips off his robe and sits on the edge of the hot tub.

Bree | ooks up at himfromthe other side. Her eyes |inger
on the scratches on his shoul der.

Sid notions toward the water.
Br ee nods.

Sid slips in.
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BREE
Those scars | ooks pai nful.

SID
It was a |lab accident...with a cat.

BREE
Do they still hurt?

SID
No. They're just sensitive to touch.

BREE
Can | ? Touch thenf

Sid nods. He stares at Bree's fingertips as they trace his
scars over and under the surface of the water. He swall ows
involuntarily. He puts his hand over hers.

SI D
It seens they're nore sensitive than
| thought.

He gazes into her eyes. Bree glances down.

BREE
| never liked cats either. |''m nore
of a dog person.

SID
Really? You're a hybrid? | didn't
know t hat was possible for your
speci es.

BREE
You' re cute when you feign ignorance.
Have you ever been to Earth?

Sid puts his arnms around her and pulls her to him

SI D
Just once. There was a |ot of
security. Sone humans don't
appreci ate alien contact.

Bree brushes a fingertip over his lips. He kisses her hand.

BREE
| don't approve of such ignorant
t hi nki ng.

Sid slips his fingers under her bikini clasp. He unhooks
it.
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SID
It's such a shane. | wanted to really
expl ore your planet. Perhaps they're
afraid contact would be risky.

Bree inhal es sharply.

BREE
| think people should be wlling to
t ake ri sks.

Sid strokes her back. He ki sses her neck.

Bree reaches for the hot tub controls. She presses a button
for nore bubbl es.

The wat er churns.

Several yards away Vern exami nes cuttings that sprout in
shal | ow water. The THRUM of the hot tub catches his
attention. He stands up and peers around the tree. His
mout h gapes at the sight of the |overs.

I NT. SID S BEDROOM - CONTI NUCUS
An unused vial of red liquid lies on the night stand.

Sid and Bree sleep on Sid's bed. Sid s arns hold Bree
| oosely. Bree opens her eyes. She | ooks around until she
spots the digital readout on a CLOCK

The nunbers are Spectral synbols. Bree frowns.

BREE
Conmputer, translate the tine.

COMPUTER (V. Q.)
It is now Four-Fifty-Five.

Bree turns and kisses Sid s cheek. She noves his arns. He
reaches out in his sleep and tries to pull her back. She
removes his arns again and di sentangles herself fromthe

bl anket s.

EXT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE - MORNI NG

TWO SABOTEURS i n canoufl age sneak up to the back of the cafe.

One of themis Human, the other is Spectral. The human pulls
a gelatinous glove with fingerprint tenplates fromhis bag.
H's alien partner tries the door. It opens readily.

The human gives the hand scanner on the door frane a disgusted
| ook. He puts the glove away. The alien grins.
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| NT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE - MOMVENTS LATER

The saboteurs split up. The human grabs a portable cool er

and fills it wth jars and packages from several different
storage bins. The alien pours red liquid into three different
br ot hs.

The human waits for his partner to finish. The alien grabs
the other end of the cooler and the two of them hurry towards
t he door.

EXT. DARW N SETTLEMENT - CONTI NUQOUS

Kirsten paces as she stares down a path through the woods.
Her belly is nuch closer to a normal size. She spots the
saboteurs and hurries towards them

KI RSTEN
Did you get the formul a?

Before they can respond Shanus cones up behind her. He puts
a hand on her shoul der as they continue on to the settl enent.

SHAMUS
| told you before, pureed food is
good enough for your baby. Taking
specialized itenms woul d give us away.
One child isn't worth that.

Kl RSTEN
You m ght have a different opinion
if it was your baby.

SHAMUS
But it's not, is it? Wy won't you
tell us who the father is?

Kirsten glares defiantly at him

Kl RSTEN
That's between him and ne.
SHAMUS
And his child. It's her right to
know.
Kl RSTEN
Maybe |I'Il take her back to New Eden
SHAMUS

New Eden wi Il soon be gone. So |eave
while you can. Go back to Earth if
you want. But the infant stays.
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Kirsten bites her lip. She starts to follow the saboteurs
back to Darw n.

SHAMUS ( CONT' D)
(calls after her)
That's what | thought.

I NT. KIRSTEN S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

She rocks her baby in the make-shift nursery. It starts to
fuss.
KI RSTEN
Shhh. Don't cry. Everything wll
be all right.

Kirsten strokes the back of the baby's head. She frowns.
She turns it around and exam nes the skin beneath the fine
brown hair. She recoil s.

EXT. FRONT DOOR OF A RUSTI C CABI N - DAY
Kirsten holds her baby in front of the barred door and knocks.

KI RSTEN
Professor Galbraith. Are you in
t here?

GALBRAI TH (O S.)
| stepped out for a while. And
pl ease, don't call nme Professor
anynor e.

Kirsten turns to find himbehind her.

Kl RSTEN
Thank goodness you're still here. |
think there's something wong with
my baby. | found ridges or sonething
on her head.

GALBRAI TH
How i nteresting. Let's have a | ook.

Gal braith takes the baby and runs his hand along its head.

Kl RSTEN
Is this normal for, for..

GALBRAI TH
Go ahead, say it. They'll find out
sooner or |ater.

Gal braith gl ances at the guards w thin earshot.



34.

Kl RSTEN
Is it normal for a Spectral child?

Gl braith sm |l es. He nods.

GALBRAI TH
It's quite normal. And it's the
reason Shanmus will never l|let you
take her away. She's the firstborn
of New Eden.

KI RSTEN
Don't you nmean the firstborn of Darwi n
Col ony?

GALBRAI TH
My peopl e expect a father to give
his child relevance in the world. |
suggest you nmake sone effort to get
in touch with him

KI RSTEN
How am | supposed to do that?

GALBRAI TH
| can't help you without know ng who
the father is.

Kirsten bites her |ip.

KI RSTEN
You have to promse to keep it to
yoursel f.

Gal braith nods. Kirsten notions for himto bend down. She
whi spers in his ear. H's eyebrows arch

GALBRAI TH
Now t hat m ght change a few things.

INT. SID S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Sid's hand gropes the winkled blanket next to him His
eyes open. He presses a green button on the nightstand.

SID
(sadly)
Conmputer, what tinme did the nedica
team renove the human fenal e from
this roonf

COWPUTER (V. Q)
No human has been renoved fromthis
room
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Sid blinks. He sits up. He |ooks around cautiously. A
puzzl ed | ook crosses his face.

SID
Then when did the human femal e | eave
this roonf

COWPUTER (V. Q.)
One human female left this room at
Zer o- Fi ve- Hundr ed hours.

SID
That nmeans she's alive and wel | .

COWPUTER (V. Q)
Your query is not recognized. Please
restate.

Sid yanks off the blankets. He rushes out. He runs back in
and pulls on his pants.

INT. SID S LAB - DAY

Sid furiously scribbles Spectral characters and di agranms on
a large display board. Hi's features are scrunched tight in
concentration. The buttons done up on his shirt are

m sal i gned.

SID (V.Q)
She didn't slip into a coma. Wy?
What nmakes her different fromthe
others? Youth? Health? What?
Strength?

Sid closes his eyes. He inhales deeply and SI GHS.

SID (V.O) (CONT' D)
She was strong. And yet so sweet
and tender. Wat a fenmale. Mybe
we coul d. ..

Sidis startled out of his reverie as Royce throws open the
door and barges in.

ROYCE
So this is where you' ve been hiding.
Why did you miss the council neeting
t hi s norni ng?

SID
Huh? Onh, I'msorry. | had this
i ncredi bl e breakt hrough | ast night.
(suddenl y | ooks around)
Hey, they've fixed the lighting.
It's so nmuch brighter in here.
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Royce frowns and | ooks up. He sniffs the air. H's face
breaks into a grin.

ROYCE
The only thing different in here is
you, you sly devil. And to think

was worried the cat scratches had
sterilized you.

SID
You're not nmaking sense. Maybe |
shoul d exam ne your head.

ROYCE
Maybe you shoul d exam ne yourself.
You finally mated, didn't you?

SID
What? No. How could you think that?

Royce nmotions with his hand. He squints and inhal es deeply.

ROYCE
It's that new father snell. There's
nothing like the aroma of a freshly
mat ed nal e.

SI D
Have you gone i nsane?

ROYCE
Is it TILDA? Please tell ne it's
not Tilda. That'd be too weird.
SID
| have no interest in mating with

your sister.

ROYCE
Not now. Okay. Don't tell ne.
"1l figure it out all on ny own.

Royce strides energetically towards the door
SID
(calls after him
Thanks for listening to ny
br eakt hr ough. Wi rdo.
EXT. HUMAN QUARTERS, PATI O - CONTI NUOUS
Bree yawns and stretches. She reclines in a |ounger.

Kris pours her a nug of coffee. He sits down next to her.
He teases her with the cup before he lets her take it.
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Hol d t he vol cano, we've |ost the
virgin.

BREE

How di d you know?

KRI S
| suspected when your noans didn't
wake nme up last night. Sid?

Bree nods. Kris gets up and gives her half a hug.

KRI'S ( CONT' D)
My little girl, all grown up

BREE
CGet off. It's not that big a deal.

KRI S
Not that big a deal? Today you are
a wonan.

BREE
This woman will cut you down to size
if you don't stop fussing.

Vern stornms onto the patio deck. He holds up a virtual
clipboard outlined by a glowing green strip. His black
scri bbl es appear to dance as he waves it around.

VERN
Have you seen this? Two of the aliens
used a hot tub to spawn | ast night.
They didn't even clean it. | had to
sterilize it nyself.

Kris tilts his head towards Bree. She rolls her eyes.

KRI' S
Ww. | didn't know they spawn. D d
you know t hey spawn, Bree?

BREE
It's news to ne. Wiy do you suppose
t hey used the hot tub?

KRI' S
Maybe it's the hot tub they hatched
in. Mybe they had to sw m upstream
to get back to it.

BREE
Oh. | get it. Like salnon.

37.
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Vern scowmls. Hi s hands start to shake. The glowi ng outline
of the clipboard dances as he hurls it to the floor. Wth a
BUZZ it disappears into the mcroconputer that sustains its
program

VERN
You don't realize how serious this
is. If the aliens get too confortable

here the next step is an invasion.

BREE
That's crazy. Wy would they want
to invade Earth?

A strange | ook crosses Vern's face. He calmy bends down to
pick up the mcroconputer. He slips it into his pocket and
gives Bree a thin smle

VERN
You're right. O course. 1've let
my imagination run wild. The thought
of bacteria nmakes nme a little crazy.

Bree and Kris watch himwal k away. Kris smrks.

KRI S
Only alittle?

| NT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE - AFTERNOON

Bree and Sid sit at a table near the kitchen. Servers rush
about to bring food to custoners. Sid |eans towards Bree.

SID
| forgot. There's a shift change
today. A lot of people have the day
off. W mght be here a while.

BREE
| don't mnd. |'ve got good conpany.

At a table behind theman alien child pouts. He clinbs on
his chair. He dunps the liquid in his bow into an aquarium
within his reach. The two adults at his table don't notice.

SID (O S.)
Li sten, about last night...

I nside the aquariumthe fish start to swmfrantically.
They dive, spiral and swminto each another. The child
grins as the fish float to the surface. He turns around.
One of the adults at his table lifts a spoon.
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BREE (O S.)
| think it's too soon to tal k about
it. Let's just...have our |unch.

The boy's nmouth falls open. He reaches over and knocks the
adult's spoon away. He grabs the bow and flings it away.
Li qui d spl ashes people at the next table.

The bowl CRASHES i nto an aquarium and knocks a water punp
out of its housing. The water punp waves about and CRASHES
t hrough the gl ass of another aquarium \Water splashes in
all directions.

ASSORTED FISH | and with a PLOP. They FLOP ABOUT on tabl es,
chairs and the fl oor.

Peopl e SCREAM A human who turns his head suddenly | oses
his hair piece into his coffee.

A diner across the roomfalls to the floor wwth a THUD.
O her custonmers choke. Some grasp their throats. Several
t hrow up. More people SCREAM and YELL for help.

Bree turns away fromthe commotion. She |ooks at the chair
Sid used to be in. She |ooks around and then down.

BREE ( CONT' D)
Sid? ©Oh ny God, Sid.

Bree kneels next to Sid on the floor. She tries to check
for a pulse. She frowns, opens his nmouth and sticks her
finger inside.

Sid GAGS and spits out |iquid.
EXT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE PATI O - CONTI NUQUS

Several nedics attend to affected diners. Snmall anbul ance
vans with LIGHTS and SIRENS pull away with others. Cortez
and several OFFICERS in simlar unifornms take statements
from peopl e.

Sid sits on a bench with a bl anket over his shoul ders. Next
to himBree holds his hand.

BREE
How do you feel?

SID
Better. Although I'mafraid |'ve
made a poor i npression on you.

BREE
I|"mjust glad you' re alright.
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Where were we before we were so rudely
i nterrupted?

Cortez conmes over to them

CORTEZ
That's what 1'd like to know. \When
did you first notice sonething was
wr ong?

SID
The sauce for ny fish tasted strange.

CORTEZ
Did you notice anything wong with
your neal, Bree?

BREE
No. | had a burger.
CORTEZ
And t hen what happened?
SID
| woke up on the floor. | was

choki ng, | think.

BREE
There was a | ot of noise and when
turned back Sid was already on the

floor. | tried to induce vomting.
CORTEZ
Why ?
BREE
|, uh, I couldn't find a pulse and |
didn't know what else to to. | guess
| pani cked.
CORTEZ
You may have saved his life. Several
peopl e are still unconsci ous.

EXT. ENTRY TO THE CRYPT CAVERNS - EVEN NG

40.

Vern pushes a wheel ed cart out of the cavern. The body on
it is covered with a cryogenic blanket. It stirs as w sps

of frost escape into the air.

VERN
Just rel ax.
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He takes a vial of red liquid fromhis |ab coat's inside
pocket. He enpties its contents into a hypoderm c needl e.

He stabs a bit of exposed skin with it. He pulls the bl anket
aside to nonitor the results.

The man's eyes and nouth snap open. The spark of life is
replaced by the glassy stare of death. Vern pulls the bl anket
back. He |leans down to whisper to the covered head.

VERN ( CONT' D)
That's the last tinme you'll steal
one of my lovers, isn't it? Learned
your | esson now, haven't you?

Vern stands up and whacks the corpse's shoulder. An arm
falls out fromunder the blanket. Vern |Iooks around as he
tucks it back in. He proceeds down the path with the corpse.

| NT. DARWN COMVUNI TY HALL KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Shanus | ooks over the neager food supply in the freezers and
cupboards. Kirsten watches himw th an unhappy expression.

SHAMUS
Looks |i ke we need to borrow nore
provi sions from New Eden

KI RSTEN
| f you destroy the colony you'l
have to find your own food. W al
will.

SHAMUS
M nor details. Qur greenhouses are
about to produce their first crops.

KI RSTEN
And what about that neat you're so
fond of? O have you changed your
m nd about |ivestock farm ng?

SHAMUS
Once the Earth animals are gone we'll
rely on aquatics. This planet is
nostly ocean.

Gal braith walks in with a large box. He gingerly places it
on a table.

Kl RSTEN
VWhat's this?

Gal braith gives her a sad | ook.
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GALBRAI TH
This is Darwin's final answer to the
i nterplanetary peace initiative.

Kirsten | ooks in the box. She glares at Shanus.

Kl RSTEN
Expl osi ves? Wy?

SHAMUS
Not hi ng el se seens to work. The
only thing you humans care about is
when the peace is disturbed.

Kl RSTEN
That does it. [I'mgoing to report
you right now.

Shanus holds up his arns and snaps his fingers. From nearby
an infant's SCREAM i s heard.

Ki rsten noves towards the door. Shamus bl ocks her.

SHAMUS
You say anything and your baby dies.

Kl RSTEN
You won't harm her. She's too
i nportant to your plans.

SHAMUS
She's a freak of nature, a damm
hybrid. 1'Il use her any way | want.

Kirsten gives Gal braith a pleading | ook. He shakes his head
meekly and stares at the floor. Kirsten turns back to Shanus.

KI RSTEN
What kind of evil hold could you
have over such a respected scientist?
O your own species, no |ess.

SHAMUS
He has friends in | ow places. Vern
told himall about the humans' pl an
to take this planet for thensel ves.

Kirsten goes up to Galbraith and sl aps himacross the face.
Kl RSTEN
Next tinme get your information from
sonmeone who tells the truth.

She shoves Shamus asi de and storns out of the room Shanus
puts a hand on Gal braith's shoul der.
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SHAMUS
It seens hunman wonen are nearly as
conplicated as our own.
Gal braith rubs his cheek and | ooks at the box of explosives.
EXT. NEW EDEN POWNER PLANT, BACK ENTRANCE - NI GHT
Vern shivers in the cold outside the netal door. He checks

his watch, |ooks around, checks his watch again. A novenent
in the shadows nmakes himjunp.

VERN

Damm it, Galbraith. Don't do that.
GALBRAI TH

Sorry. | thought you woul d have

heard me com ng.

VERN
Have you got the stuff?

GALBRAI TH
Yeah, let's do it.

Gal braith hands Vern sone of the explosive. Vern packs two
small bits of it around the door franme hinges. Glbraith
yanks him down and shoots a small ray gun at it.

Two smal | EXPLOSIONS flash. The door swings open with a
CREAK.

VERN
How | ong?

An ALARM sounds in the distance.

GALBRAI TH
Less tinme than we thought. A m nute,
maybe. Here.

Gal braith hands Vern a m niature grenade. Vern fingers the
sticky substance that coats the wi dest part of it. Sone of
it sticks to his hand. He rubs it on his pant |eg.

VERN
You're always so well prepared. |'m
i npressed.

GALBRAI TH

Just hurry up.

Vern yanks the pin and tosses the grenade at a relay box.
It adheres to the surface. Both nen crouch down.
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VERN
Fi ve, four...

The grenade EXPLODES. All artificial lighting in and around
New Eden goes out. Vern and Galbraith are in nearly total
dar kness.

GALBRAI TH
Nice timng. Didyou have to take
out the backup lights too?

VERN
| don't suppose you brought a
flashlight?

GALBRAI TH

VWhat's a flashlight?

Vern GRUNTS his exasperation. Galbraith switches on a snal
light.

GALBRAI TH ( CONT' D)
You don't have nuch of a sense of
hurmor, do you?

VERN
|"m | aughing on the inside. Let's
get out of here.

EXT. ARBORETUM - CONTI NUOUS

Vern and Gal braith westle a black body bag off a cart.
They set it down to the side of one of the unlit wal kways.

GALBRAI TH
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?

VERN
| f you have to.

GALBRAI TH
Are you certain Earth wants the entire
pl anet for humans? Not just New
Eden?

VERN
Yup. The whol e damm space ball
Help me with this zipper.

Gal braith GAGS. He covers his nmouth with his hand as body
fluids spill out of the bag.

GALBRAI TH
Wiy can't we just |leave himin there?
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VERN
If we did it wouldn't ook |ike he
was poi soned at the restaurant, would
it? Look, nmurder is a nmessy business.

GALBRAI TH
| don't seemto have your stomach
for it.

VERN

What kind of scientist are you?
Aside fromthe cause of death this
is all quite natural.

GALBRAI TH
Nature's a | ousy housekeeper.

I NT. DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Director Eagle stands in front of the wi ndow with his hands
behind his back. Sid stands beside him Their view overl ooks
the brightly lit wal kways of the arboretum

SID
The humans did a great job in
designing this place.

EAGLE
They found a human corpse out there.
Poor sap nust have stunbl ed over
fromthe restaurant. It could create
pr obl ens.

SID
VWhat ? You said there was nothing to
worry about .

EAGLE
Maybe |'ve given you too nuch freedom
Per haps your rehabilitation is
i nconpl et e.

SI D
l'"'mnot the man | was, Director

EAGLE
Things are getting...conplicated. |
want you to limt your experinents
to lower life forns, nothing sentient.

SID
VWhat if the hybrids turn out to be
sentient by accident?

The director gives hima wthering |ook.
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SI D (CONT' D)
It was a joke, Director. A bad one.
"Il take care of things.

EAGLE
You'd better. |If you becone
unmanageabl e we can force you to
mate. That shoul d di stract you.

SI D
| doubt that would work.
EAGLE
My spouse has noticed you, Sid.
hope you' Il renenber everything |'ve
done for you.
SI D
Director, | would never..

Tears formon the director's cheeks. He inhales sharply and
W pes them away.

EAGLE
It's not you I"mworried about. Now
get back to work.

EXT. AQUAMARI NE CAFE PATI O - DAY

Sid and Royce share a table at the patio outside one of many
cafes in the shopping area of the settlement. Royce shakes
his head as he | ooks at the six enpty nugs in front of Sid.

ROYCE
You're definitely fathering with
sonmeone. No man drinks this much in
one sitting if he isn't.

SI D
You know that's not possible.
Renmenber Sammy? The scratches?

ROYCE
Maybe you got lucky. Look, it's
perfectly natural. | don't see why...
(gasps) )
You mated with that human, didn't
you?

The two of them glance around. Sid holds up a nug and nods
to a waitress for another drink.



SID
It was a legitimte way to continue
nmy research. She was willing enough.
But that can't be called mating.

ROYCE
At what point did she go into a coma?
SID
(snugly)
She's fine.
ROYCE

No. But how?

SI D
Maybe it's because she's already a
hybrid. She said she's a dog person.

ROYCE
VWat el se did she say?
SID
| don't remenber. It was a bit hard
to concentrate at the tine. | had
no idea it would be that engrossing.
ROYCE
Did you manage to inpregnate her?
SID
Certainly not. | don't think so. |
wonder . . .
ROYCE
You'll never look at her in quite

the same way, wll you?
| NT. NEW EDEN POWNER PLANT - DAY

Bree exam nes the remains of the relay box. Kris stands
next to her.

KRI' S
What do you think? Lightning?

BREE
| doubt it. These relay units are
supposed to be coated with a new non-
conducting pol yner.

KRI S
What should | put in ny report?
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BREE
| don't want to call it sabotage
just yet. Can you hold off on your
report until Cortez and her team
| ook it over?

Kris winkles his eyebrows.

KRI' S
| suppose | could put it down as an
unexpected energy supply shortage.

BREE
Ops won't find that strange?
KRI S
O course they will. But with all

t he excuses |'ve had to make for
Vern they've cone to expect strange.

Bree returns her attention to the relay unit.
down and whi spers to her.
KRI'S ( CONT' D)
Here cones | over boy.
Bree turns around.
BREE
Sid. What brings you here?
SID
Qur research labs require quite a
bit of electricity. The director
was wondering how |l ong until the
power comes back on
Kris squeezes his shoul ders and rubs his back.
KRI' S
| " m needed el sewhere. You two figure

t hi ngs out.

Sid watches himgo. He shrugs.

SID
He's very friendly to other nen,
isn't he?

BREE

That's Kris. Are there guys |ike
hi m back on Spectra?

SID
W don't talk about it.

48.

Kris | eans
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BREE
Do you like ne nore than ot her hunmans?

Sid takes her shoul ders and ki sses her.

SID
|"ve done things with you |I never
dreaned of doing. | think we should
continue with the next steps.

BREE
What next steps?

SID
Perhaps it's better if | show you.
| nmean, if you're willing.

BREE
Since | have to wait for parts before
| can do nore, why not?

EXT. NEW EDEN W LDERNESS PRESERVE - DAY

Sid |l eads Bree past giant trees into a clearing. Beyond the
grassy shore a blue-green | ake spreads before them Sid
sits on a large shale rock. Bree spins around in the
sunl i ght.

BREE
It's gorgeous. New Eden is wonderfu
but this takes ny breath away.

She | ooks at Sid.

BREE ( CONT' D)
You're awful |y quiet.

SID
|"'mnot sure | have the right words
for what | need to tell you.

BREE
Thi s sounds omi nous.

SID
It's nothing bad, really. At |east
| don't think it's bad. It's just...
nat ur al

Sid stands up and hugs her.

SI D (CONT' D)
Remenber what we did in the hot tub?
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BREE
O course. How could | forget that?
SID
What if there's sonething nore?
Physically, | nean.
BREE

This is about that puffy patch of
skin on your chest, isn't it?

Sid steps back and unbuttons his shirt. He takes another
step back when Bree tries to touch him

SID
Nornmally a femal e of ny species would
i npl ant her eggs and |'d carry them
for a few days.

BREE
Are you saying we're inconpatible?

SID
Maybe. For reproduction. But with
enough scientific intervention a
hybrid child m ght be possible.

Bree steps forward and caresses his chest.

BREE
It wasn't about having children in
the hot tub and it isn't about having
children now. | just want to be
with you for as |ong as possi bl e.

SID

Then that m ght be enough.
BREE

For what ?
SID

| need sone fenal e conpani onship for
at least a few hours to bal ance ny

hor nones.

BREE
So it doesn't bother you when | do
this?

Bree puts her head against his other shoul der and ki sses the
extra skin on his chest.

SID
Don't stop.
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Behind thema |l ow GROAL begins. It builds as they turn
towards the source.

BREE
Ch shit.

SID
Too late for that. Run.

Sid grabs her hand and they race towards the hill side.
| NT. CRYPT CAVERNS - MOMENTS LATER

Sid tugs at Bree's hand. She stares at the stalactites and
stal agm t es.

SID
It's alright. The animal won't follow
us in here. The extreme change in
at nosphere puts them off

BREE
Are these the Crypt Caverns |'ve
heard about ?

SID
Yes. Steady tenperature all year
| ong, natural rock formations..

BREE
And ancient crypts of an alien species
t hat predates both of ours?

SID
That's the runor. But no-one's ever
found an anci ent body.

BREE
Why's there so nuch |ight down there?

SID
It's used as a research | aboratory.
Scientists often |leave their stuff
her e.

I NT. 1 NCUBATOR FACI LI TY HALLWAY - DAY

Director Eagle leads Kris to a door opposite one with the
synbol of a cracked egg. Kris carries several |arge boxes.

KRI S
| still don't see why ny office had
to be rel ocat ed.
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EAGLE
Do you object to working anong us?
KRI' S
Not at all. | like getting to know
new people. It's just...

Eagl e gi ves hima dubi ous | ook.

KRI'S ( CONT' D)
| spent a lot of tinme getting ny
office the way | wanted it.

EAGLE
Then | think you'll be pleased.
This was the only location with enough
ol d fashi oned power outlets.

Eagle leans in front of Kris and opens the door.
I NT. KRI'S NEW OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Kris inhales sharply. H's new office is a SHRINE TO THE
1950's; fuzzy dice on the desk, a Wirlitzer style jukebox
and a drink counter with bar stools. Black and white tiles
cover the fl oor.

EAGLE
| hear we share a fascination with a
certain period of Earth's history.
If you're willing to share the rent
and let nme visit...

KRI' S
Yes. Yes. Any time at all. | can't
believe you went to all this work.

Kris starts to giggle. He explores the roomand gingerly
reaches for the fuzzy dice. He drapes them around his neck
and spins around on one of the stools. He squats in front
of the jukebox.

EAGLE
They say it used to need sone old
human currency to work. Maybe that's
why | could never get it going.

Kris checks all his pockets. He finds an ancient quarter
and holds it up.

KRI S
It's ny talisman for good | uck.

Eagle grins as Kris drops it into the machine and sel ects a
song. A SONG FROM THE '50's starts to play.
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KRI' S ( CONT' D)
Let's dance.

EAGLE
VWhat? Wth each other?

KRI S
Do you see anybody else in this roonf

EAGLE
VWl l, no. But . ..

Kris grabs himand they start to dance. The director grins.
| NT. NEW EDEN | NVESTI GATI VE SERVI CES LAB - DAY

DOCTOR CHAN frowns at the conmputer screen in front of him
He shakes his head. Cortez stands behind him

CORTEZ
| can't read your mnd and the
conputer screen is in Spectral
characters. Wat's it say?

CHAN
|"ve only seen this substance on the
Spectral home planet. It doesn't
exist on Earth. It shouldn't be
here, either.

CORTEZ
So what is it?

CHAN
Humans can't pronounce the scientific
name. In layman's terns it's called
bi o-slurry.

CORTEZ
Slurry? Like in pottery?

CHAN
Sort of. It connects DNA strands
that don't bind on their own. Cur
friends have been using it to create
hybri d plant species.

CORTEZ

Are you saying sone of this stuff
got out of their |abs?

CHAN
It's possible.

Cortez starts to pace. Chan turns back to his conputer
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CORTEZ
VWhat effect would it have on humans?

CHAN
It's scientifically unethical to use
a substance |like this on sentient
beings or animals. It's only for
plant life.

CORTEZ
And yet Sid created Oscar.

CHAN
That was an acci dent.

CORTEZ
That's what he clains. Wat if he
went ahead wi th unauthorized
experinments? Were does a scientist
draw the |ine?

CHAN
Now see here..

Chan turns around and nearly runs into her.

CHAN ( CONT' D)
Wbul d you quit pacing?

CORTEZ
Sorry, Doctor. I1'mjust trying to
find answers. Do all the sanples
fromthe diners contain bio-slurry?

Chan turns back to his conputer. He taps the keyboard. The

screen turns red.

CHAN
One hundred percent. That's what
put theminto comas, tainted food.

CORTEZ
So the question is, was it deliberate?

Chan gives her a dirty | ook.

| NT. AQUAMARI NE CAFE - DAY

O ficer Cortez wal ks past the dining area. She goes up to
CHEF BERYL, a large man with red hair, who gives one of

several WAI TERS instructions. The fell ow nods and hurries
of f.
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CORTEZ
Thanks for seeing nme on such short
noti ce.

BERYL

s no trouble. Wen | hear about
t hose poor people... WII they be
alright?

CORTEZ
Sone of themare still in a coma.
don't know why.

BERYL
But you think it was the food, yes,
or you wouldn't be here?

CORTEZ

| have to exam ne every possibility.
BERYL

You test everything. | insist. You

see for yourself, Beryl's prem ses
are spot| ess.

CORTEZ
| f there was any probl em no doubt
your diners would already be ill.

Beryl nods slowy. His face becones very serious.

BERYL
s true. My waiters sonetines |ike
a change, no? One of themis stil
ininfirmary. Poor fellow | visit
himtw ce al ready.

CORTEZ
He ate at the Brine and Barnacl e?

Beryl SHUSHES her and wags his finger. He lowers his voice.

BERYL
Must not nention name of conpetition.
s bad luck. But |I don't mnd staff
sanpling el sewhere. Makes Beryl's
taste even better.

Two waiters rush past with several trays of food.
CORTEZ

It seens |ike your business is boom ng
at the nonment.
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BERYL
Now is good tinme for nme. But days
w Il come when business not so good.
You feed people | ong enough, you see
good, you see...not so good.

INT. SID S LAB - EVEN NG

Myra sits cross-legged on the edge of Sid's desk in a very
sheer dress. She holds Gscar. The aninal's tentacles brush
her cheek and neck while she caresses it.

Sid hesitates before comng in. He |eaves the door ajar.

SID
l"msorry, Myra. | wasn't expecting
avisit. Wat can | do for you?

Myra slowy adjusts the creature to stand up. Her gown parts
revealingly in several places as Oscar squirns.

MYRA
My husband says you' ve been doing a
wonder ful job of studying humans.
And your desire to help our own
w dowers i s so conpassi onate.

SID
That's high praise comng fromthe
head of the council. 1'mvery
grateful.

MYRA
|"m sure you are. |It's rare anong

our peopl e.

Myra slowy bends down to to gently place the animal on the
floor. Her breasts crest the edge of her |ow cut neckline.

Sid swall ows hard and turns his head.

SID
Oh? | hadn't noti ced.

Myra stands up and gracefully shrugs her shoul ders. The
gown resumes its normal shape.

MYRA
Silly boy. Wy would you noti ce,
all wrapped up in your experinments?
You' re so dedi cat ed.

Sid bends down to grab Gscar. He holds himsecurely in front
of himand strokes a tentacle.
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SID
My work is extrenely rewarding.

Myra steps towards him She places her body agai nst the
hybrid and strokes another of its tentacles.

MYRA
|'ve al ways been very fond of you.

SID
(1 aughs nervously)
You're a |l ovely woman. Any man woul d
be flattered. But | can't...

Sid pushes Gscar into Myra's arns and pulls his shirt open.
He touches the scars covering his shoul der.

Myra gasps in horror. The sudden squeeze she gives Oscar
causes himto YELP. Hi s tentacles nonentarily stiffen.

MYRA

You poor thing. How did it happen?
SID

It was an accident. On Earth. Wth

a cat...

Myra nods. She | ooks down at her dress. She pulls a few
folds of material up over her shoulders but it just nakes
the front nore transparent.

MYRA
| trust you will say nothing of this
to the director.

SID
Way should he m nd that the | eader
of the council wanted to conplinent
my work? It's a great honor.

Myra smles sadly. She pats his cheek.

MYRA
You'd have made a wonderful father

EXT. ARBORETUM - NI GHT

A section of the foliage remains dark. A large bush conceal s
two naked figures. A flicker of light is followed by the
telltale glow of a cigarette. Vern blows a snoke ring.

VERN
| wasn't sure what to expect. But
that wasn't half bad. Not bad at
al | .
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MYRA
| couldn't return to my husband with
that nuch arousal. He'd have been
suspi ci ous.
VERN
(chuckl es)

And you say Sid can't mate?

MYRA
There's no way he can reproduce.
Why do humans question so much?

VERN
W like to clarify things.

Vern takes a long drag and bl ows another snoke ring. The
night air is full of subdued CH RPS and the occasi onal CROAK
of a frog.

MYRA
Get rid of that snelly thing and
finish mating with nme. [I'mstil

not sati sfi ed.

VERN
In a nonent.

Vern funbles through his clothing. He pulls a syringe full
of red liquid fromhis |ab coat pocket.

Myra recoils at the sight of the needle. She snatches it.
She hurls it against a rock.

The TI NKLE of breaking gl ass causes the nocturnal creatures
to fall silent. A dark stain spreads over the rock. The
di scoloration drips onto the vegetation.

| NT. AQUAMARI NE CAFE - MORNI NG

Sid and Bree chat over breakfast. The director conmes up to
t hem

EAGLE
|"msorry to interrupt your feeding,
Sid. But I can't find Myra anywhere.
Have you seen her?

SID
Not since yesterday. She canme to
give me the council's conplinents.

EAGLE
(sniffs Sid)
"1l keep | ooking.



59.

SID
Director, have you net Bree? She's
the new. ..

EAGLE
O course | know who she is. | keep

efficient records.
The director goes off to ask other diners about his wfe.
BREE

It sounds |like you were the | ast
person to see Myra.

SI D
Per haps | was.

BREE
That woul d nake you suspect nunber
one.

SI D

| don't under st and.

BREE
It's usually the starting point for
an investigation.

EXT. ARBORETUM - DAY
Director Eagle slides into the hot tub besi de Royce.
ROYCE

They say once a man nates his
personality is set.

EAGLE
| thought you were past that.
ROYCE
Me? |'mtal king about Sid.
EAGLE
| didn't snell anything on him
earlier.
ROYCE

By now you wouldn't. And at | east
we now know our mal es are conpati bl e
w th human fenal es.

EAGLE
Human? But | thought...
(pauses)
That's a relief.
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ROYCE
Arelief, Drector?

EAGLE
Never mind. |1'mgoing to take the
rest of today off. | suddenly feel

at hone in New Eden

The director closes his eyes.

Royce hol ds up his hand.

ROYCE
That's about if for ne.

EAGLE

I
a
will keep himin |ine.

ROYCE
Isn't that a lot to expect from he

EAGLE
Wnen tend to share certain
characteristics regardl ess of the
species. Trust ne.

INT. SID S LAB - DAY

Myra | ocks the door. She picks up a syringe
liquid and bends over the exam ning table.
qui vering puffy patch of irregular skin graf

chest.

She inserts the needle into his arm

Vern awakens. He tries to get up but finds
| egs chained to the table. He struggles. He notices the
extra flesh on his chest. H's eyes w den.

VERN
What the hell have you done to ne?
MYRA
You required a few m nor genetic
enhancenments. It was surprisingly
easy. Humans are very adapt abl e.
VERN
What are you sayi ng?
MYRA
| wanted to take our relationship
the next level. | had to redirect

your spermflow but with a bit of

H s skin is winkl ed.

don't think you need to keep such
close eye on Sid now His female
I

r?

full of green
She fondl es the
ted onto Vern's

his arns and

to

luck we'll succeed where Sid fail ed.
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Vern bends his head towards his chest. The veins in the
grafted patch of skin pulse red and purple with new |ife.

VERN
You expect nme to give birth? To
your hybrids?

Vern redoubles his efforts to break free.

MYRA
Rel ax. You're just nervous because
it's your first tine.

VERN
Wait. \What about the genetic purity
of each of our species?

MYRA
Genetic purity is a myth. Life
sprouts from random convergences and
anomalies. Now get ready to push.

Vern starts to struggle again. His skin flushes red. He
SCREANMES.

An opening appears in the grafted skins and starts to dil ate.
Dark purple liquid oozes out. A tiny head energes. Another
openi ng appears. Then anot her.

| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RVARY - DAY

The exam ning roomwalls are a pastel green. Crisp white
cotton bedding is neatly stacked at the foot of the |one
bed. Doctor Chan exam nes Bree's |eg.

CHAN
This is wonderful work. Vern did a
great job. For a coroner.

BREE
| think the real credit goes to Sid's
seaweed poul tice.

CHAN
Interesting. 1'1l clear you for
full duties imedi ately. Unless
t here was anything el se?
BREE
Now t hat you nention it, |'ve been

feeling a bit strange lately.

CHAN
Coul d you be a bit nore precise?



The doct or
pl aces her

BREE
| just feel a bit out of sorts.
Li ke sonething's not quite nornal.
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hol ds up an el ectronic scanning tablet. Bree

hand within the indicator outline.

Bree renoves her hand.

CHAN
It sounds |like you' re space happy.

BREE
What's that supposed to nean?

CHAN
Don't be offended. The human brain
is terrified of space. Wen it finds
itself safe and sound it sends out
certain chem cal s.

BREE
So it's sone kind of natural high?
CHAN
Exactly. It usually happens sooner
but it's quite common. You'll be

fine.

It CH MES.

Chan scribbles with a stylus on the scanner screen. Bree

| ooks over

his shoul der at the alien synbols.

BREE
You're linked into the alien
mai nfrane. Do they know?

CHAN
O course. It saves themthe trouble
of having to probe us all over again.
BREE
What ?
CHAN

Alittle inter-species hunor. Part
of New Eden's mandate is to create a
synergi stic database for both species

Medical files are still confidential.
BREE
Good. 1'd rather not be probed..

Any nore than usual
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CHAN
| understand you tried to hel p when
the power went out. You weren't
cleared to go back to work.

BREE
Are you going to report ne?

CHAN
| suppose | should. But | can think
of worse things than having soneone
i ke you owe nme a favor.

I NT. 1 NCUBATOR FACI LI TY HALLWAY - DAY

Myra nods politely at the various hunmans and aliens who greet
her. She waves at others froma distance. She carries a
| arge plastic bin with air holes around the top edges.

She stops at a door bearing a sign with a cracked egg on it.
She gl ances around. She doesn't notice the door across the
hall is slightly ajar.

INT. KRI'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Kris spies on Myra as she takes her bin into the room and
shuts the door. He closes the crack.

I NT. | NCUBATI ON ROOM SI X - CONTI NUOUS

One wall is a bank of conputers. Several |arge work tables
fill half the room A large maturation chanber full of green
liquid take up the rest of the space. Mra opens the top.

She takes one of the hybrid infants out of the plastic bin.
Its large green eyes are alnost fish |like. She lowers all
three babies into a maturati on chanber. The chanber snoothly
cl oses at her touch.

MYRA
There we go, ny darlings. Soon you'l
be ready to take on the world.

She wal ks over to the nmain conputer and selects instructions
froma preset nmenu

| NT. | NCUBATOR FACI LI TY HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS
Myra cl oses the door behind her. She waits for an alien

couple to pass. She slides the door's red I N USE i ndi cat or
into place.
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INT. KRI'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Kris watches Myra until she's out of sight. He shuts his
door .

INT. SID S LAB - EVEN NG

Myra slaps Vern's cheek lightly until he blinks his eyes.
Vern tries to sit up but is still restrained. The grafted
skin on his chest is withered and torn.

VERN
VWhat happened?

MYRA
Congratul ations. W have triplets.
They' re bei ng i ncubated. Now you'l
need a fresh skin graft and naybe
sone vitamns...

VERN
Myra, please. I1t's been hours. W
strength is depleted. | need rest
and food... Real food, not pills.
MYRA

Quit whining. M weakling husband
can easily handle multiple births.

VERN
For God's sake, Woman, |'monly human.
| don't have the endurance of a

Spectral .

Wth a disgusted | ook Myra peels away the skin graft. She
rolls her eyes as Vern winces. He bites his lip as she sprays
a medi cal conpound over his bl eeding chest.

MYRA
Ch alright. | suppose you need
nouri shnment. But you nust prom se

t o behave.

Vern flexes his fingers as she unchains his wists. He lets
Myra help himsit up. He |ooks down at his scarred, reddened
chest. He scowl s as she unshackl es his ankl es.

VERN
Hybrid children are quite an
acconplishnent. Too bad nobody wil|
ever know about them

MYRA
What do you nean?
( MORE)
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MYRA ( CONT' D)
Qur efforts here are based on Sid's
research. He nust get the credit.

Vern throws hinself forward and grabs Myra's throat. He
uses his body weight to SNAP her neck. He crunples to the
floor with her.

VERN
Nobody extorts fatherhood out of ne.

Vern shoves the corpse aside and crawls to a nearby fridge.
He struggles with the latch until it opens.

Vern kneels and grabs several |arge speckled eggs. He CRACKS
their thick shells against the edge of the fridge. Raw egg
white and yol k spatter as he SLURPS them down. He drops the
shells as he reaches for nore.

Movenent in the corner of his eye catches his attention. He
turns and | ooks at Myra's body. GOscar noses her face and
begins to WH NE

VERN ( CONT' D)
Stop that, you nutant.

Gscar sniffs the air. H's eyes narrow. He GROAS. His
tentacles start to reach in Vern's direction.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Ch, shit.

Vern struggles to stand up. He slips on raw egg residue.
He scranbles and crawls as fast as he can to the door. He
slans it behind him

Oscar noses the floor. He follows the slick trail to the
fridge.

| NT. RESEARCH OBSERVATI ON ROOM - DAY

The two way gl ass overlooks a roomwith a |arge bed that has
|l ots of blankets and pillows. To the side of the glass a
work table is filled with conputers, m croscopes, trays of
sanpl e slides and a rainbow of liquids in test tubes.

A desk with conputer tablets is next to the work table.

Vern puts his sanple bag on the desk. He drapes his |ab

coat over the chair. He pulls his shirt off. Miltiple scars
fromthe skin graft are still bright red.

Vern sel ects several of the test tubes and injects their
contents into his arm He grits his teeth as the scars begin
to fade.
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A | ook of bew | dernent crosses his face. He touches the
worst scar. His finger traces it down to the top if his
scrub pants. He pulls the pants down. He GASPS and GAGS

Vern pulls his pants back up. He funbles through the drawers
of the work table until he finds a set of surgical scal pels.
He | ooks down and shudders.

He fills another needle, injects hinself and holds up the
finest scalpel. |Its blade gleans in the light. He inhales
deeply.

| NT. DARW N SETTLEMENT GREENHOUSE - DAY

Transl ucent canoufl age plastic creates dappl ed shadows.
Large tomat oes and cucunbers ripen beside blue and yel | ow
alien fruits.

Ki rsten shakes Gal braith's shoul ders.

KI RSTEN
You can't keep hel ping Shanus. He'l
destroy everything we've worked for.

GALBRAI TH
What woul d you have ne do? |If
expose him New Eden won't be all we
| ose.

KI RSTEN
Are you sure sure he'll stop once
New Eden's gone? Wat about when
the shuttles return and find the
wr eckage? \Wat then?

Shanus steals silently up behind Kirsten.

GALBRAI TH
Don't worry. Shamus started this
colony to give both of our species a
choi ce.

Kl RSTEN
VWhat choi ce?

GALBRAI TH
Self-determ nation. You don't have
to go into a profession soneone el se
chooses for you.

KI RSTEN
VWhat are you tal king about? Both
pl anets have overcone serious soci al
probl ens by assigning people to work
that suits them W have world peace.



67.

GALBRAI TH
Take a nonent and be honest with
yourself. \What's the one thing you
want nost right now?

Kirsten takes a deep breath.
Shanus is right behind her.

KI RSTEN
| just want to be the best nother ny
child could have.

SHAMUS
They never told you to becone the
not her of a hybrid. This printout
says parent hood was not recommended. .

Kirsten spins around. She grabs the file Shanmus hol ds up.
She flips through it.

KI RSTEN
Where did you get this? It's supposed
to be confidential.

SHAMUS
Personally | think you nmake a far
better nother than a fission
specialist. But then, visionary
colonist wasn't listed for me either.

Kl RSTEN
Vi sionary? Wat kind of visionary
wants to blow up a colony built to
pronot e peace?

SHAMUS
One who doesn't like the alternative.
In a few weeks our crops wll be
ready and then we'll plant the bonbs.
That shoul d be a good harvest.

Kirsten turns back to Gal braith. He stares at the fl oor.

KI RSTEN
Wy are you on his side?

Gal braith neets her gaze.

GALBRAI TH
Because it's not right for humans to
take everything. |If they were wlling

to share things mght be different.
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EXT. ARBORETUM - DAY

Sid picks a couple of fruit fromone of the trees. He holds
It up to the sunlight. He takes a bite and spits it out.

BREE
Not ripe yet?

SID
Actually it's perfect. This hybrid
i's supposed to be extrenely bitter
when it's ready for harvest.

BREE
What do you do with it?
SI D
' mnot sure what humans will use it

for but we like it as a seasoning.
It really brings out the flavor of
our fish.

BREE
Sounds i nteresting.

Sid tucks the other fruit into his research bag. He |ooks
Bree over.

SID
| have a feeling you' re not here to
tal k about fruit.

BREE
It seens Ops thinks ny injury was
caused by ny own negligence. And I
still don't know why the power went
out .

SID
Dd Oficer Cortez find anything?

BREE
Just that there were nore of those
broken wal kway |ights than first

reported.
SID
Surely they don't blane you.
BREE
CGeneral i1nconpetence, they call it.

|'ve been recalled to Earth.
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SID
What ? But you can't go... | nmean...
You just can't.

BREE
| don't have a choice. There's no
reason for ne to be here if | can't
resol ve these issues.

SI D
How | ong do you have?
BREE
Two weeks. Less if the shuttle's

early.
INT. SIDS LAB - N GAT

Oscar HOALS. He scratches madly at the bottom of the door
H s tentacles reach for the doorknob but are too short.

Royce calls to himfromthe other side of the door.

ROYCE (O S.)
Hey little fellow, settle down.

As soon as Royce opens the door Oscar races out. Royce |eans
into the room His gaze follows the trail to the open fridge.
Mul ticolored bits of sliny substances lie on the floor.

ROYCE ( CONT' D)
VWhoa. That explains the odor. Now
what...?

Royce | ooks around. His eyes neet Myra's |ifeless gaze. He
covers his nmouth with his hand as he backs away.

EXT. AQUAMARI NE CAFE PATI O - DAY

Gal braith waps his hands around a nug of cappuccino. He
takes a long deliberate sip. He inhales the aroma deeply
before he puts the cup down.

Across the street Cortez holds up a photo of him She | ooks
both ways. She narrowy avoids a SMALL CAR with ball oon
tires that ZIPS past her as she crosses.

CORTEZ
Enj oying the | ocal coffee?
GALBRAI TH
| was. But everyone seens so busy
here. | bet you don't even have

time for a coffee.
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Cortez sits down across fromhim She signals a SERVER
points at Galbraith's coffee and holds up a finger.

CORTEZ
l"min no hurry. | just need a few
answer s.
GALBRAI TH
Only a few? W should all be so
[ ucky.

The server brings her a cappuccino. She sips it. She SPITS.

GALBRAI TH ( CONT' D)
Not to your I|iKking?

Cortez scowW s as she wipes her fingers and lips with a napkin.

CORTEZ
| guess it stands to reason they'd
use | ocal coffee beans.

Cortez dunps half the contents of a cream decanter into her
cup. She takes a second, slower sip.

GALBRAI TH
One of the few Earth crops this
planet's ground is willing to
reproduce. Good but bitter.

CORTEZ
| can't believe all the soil on this
pl anet is inhospitable.

Gl braith rubs his neck and nose.

GALBRAI TH
You didn't cone to tal k about the
crops.

CORTEZ

Were are the other m ssing peopl e?

GALBRAI TH
How woul d | know?

Cortez |l eans towards him
CORTEZ

Conti nue to be evasive and you'l
spend sone time in ny brig.
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| NT. NEW EDEN MORGUE - DAY

An alien in a lab coats pushes a wheeled cart with a covered
corpse into the cavernous room He lifts the body into an
open conpartnent. He pulls back the bl anket.

It's Myra.

The alien strokes her cheek, then covers her. The drawer
slides shut.

From a dark corner of the room Vern watches him| eave. He

| ocks the door. He takes out a tray of tools. He pulls the
storage drawer open. He places a small device on Myra's
chest. It HUMS. He checks for a pulse. He nods.

He retrieves a syringe full of red liquid froma drawer. He
injects it into the vein on Myra's throat.

VERN
Don't worry, Bitch. The punp is
just to circulate the bio-slurry.
If | had tinme |I'd oxygenate it too.

He checks his watch. The door knob RATTLES. He swears
silently.

VERN ( CONT' D)
| told you before, | need privacy to
do an autopsy. | can't work with
peopl e bot hering ne.

EAGLE(O S.)
| just want to see ny wife. |Is that
too nmuch to ask?

VERN
|"mvery sorry, Director. But
fear you' d find this procedure far
t oo di sturbing.

EAGLE(O S.)
| want to see her right now

VERN
| nmust insist you respect the
conventions of the interplanetary
treaty. Please. Cone back in a few
hours when |' m done.

Vern | eans closer to the door. He grasps his groin and
Wi nces. He waits for a response.
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O course. That's what she woul d

have wanted. You have ny apol

VERN
And you have ny synpat hies, D

ogi es.

rector.

Don't worry. |'ll take good care of

her. | prom se.

EAGLE(O S.)
Al right.

Vern tilts his head to |listen but there

s no further response.

He hurries over to Myra. He watches the forced pul se and

tinmes his renoval of the punp. A snall
bl ood spurts into his face.

INT. KRS OCFFICE - DAY
Kris sits on one end of the overstuffed

isin a fetal position with his head on
as he accepts the tissues Kris offers.

stream of purple

sofa. D rector Eagle
Kris' lap. He SOBS
Wth his other hand

Kris rubs the director's arm and shoul ders.

KRI S

| think it was just nmean of Vern,

not to let you even see her.

The director sits up and uses another ti
the ridges of his head.

EAGLE

ssue. Kris strokes

No, he was right. Mra always wanted

to | ook fashi onabl e.

KRI S

She did, didn't she? The first tine
| saw her | thought, now there's a
classy lady. I1'mgoing to mss that.

EAGLE
You shoul d have seen her when

she

was courting ne. She was nmagnificent.

KRI' S
That's how you shoul d renenber

The director nods slowy. He pats Kris

EAGLE
You' ve given ne an idea.

her.

on the knee.
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EXT. ARBORETUM - EVEN NG

Sid awkwardly brings his hand up and reaches over to place
his armaround the director's shoulders. The director's
wor ds nmake hi m pause.

EAGLE
| want you to reani mate her.

SI D
But Director, the humans...

EAGLE
There's only one human here who knows
anyt hi ng about real culture.

SID
(whi spers)
It's illegal. [It'll create a scandal.

EAGLE
That' s your reprogranmm ng tal king.
Do you renenber the procedure?

SI D
Yes, but...

EAGLE
Good. Get started as soon as Vern
rel eases her.
| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RMARY, DOCTOR CHAN S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

Sid paces back and forth in front of the |large desk. Dr.
Chan sits with a bew | dered expression.

CHAN
| understand what you're asking.
But why nme?

SID
You're the only human who knows the
pr ocedure.

CHAN
No, | mean why don't you do it
yoursel f?

Sid stops pacing. He turns and | ooks back over his shoul der.
He takes a seat opposite Dr. Chan and | eans forward.

SI D
Is this confidential?
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Chan gl ances up at the tiny canmeras in each corner of the
roof. He frowns slightly.

CHAN
How confidential do you need it to
be?
SID
Level one.
Chan | eans back. It nearly causes his chair to tip. He
shrugs.
CHAN

Computer, give nme | evel one privacy.

The caneras shut off with a WH R and a CLICK. Chan rai ses
hi s hands.

CHAN ( CONT' D)
"' mat your nercy.

SID
Per haps not the...happi est choi ce of
words. Have you heard of our DNA
rehabilitation progranf

Chan | eans forward.

CHAN
Who did you kill?

SID
They tell nme it was...sonething worse
Those nenori es have been bl ocked.

CHAN
They resurface over tinme. That's
why the program had such a high
failure rate.

SID
They corrected the DNA encodi ng
probl ens. Now we can save anyone.

CHAN
But there are restrictions. Being
involved in a reani mati on woul d
violate yours. Hell, even talking
about it could get you into trouble.

SID
The director thinks it mght help
find the killer.
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EXT. DARW N SETTLEMENT - EVEN NG

Vern gl ances around and grips his sanple bag tighter. He
sits down on a log. H's hand strays to his | ower abdonen.
Shanus comes up to himwith a long knife in one hand.

SHAMUS
What happened to you? Bad piscata?

VERN
| wish. Let's just say soneone used
me as a lab rat.

SHAMUS
(waves the knife)
| can't see you being a victim

VERN
It doesn't matter. | took care of
her.

SHAMUS

You got beaten by a wonan?

VERN
She caught nme off guard. And that's
not why |'m here.

SHAMUS
"' m glad you brought supplies. W're
running a bit low. And you owe us
extra for last tine.

Shanus notions with the knife towards the bag. A couple of
Col oni sts in canoufl age cone and take the bag. Vern watches
themw th a di sapproving | ook.

VERN
What are you tal king about? | gave
you everything |I prom sed.

SHAMUS
It seens you've conveniently forgot
about our little profit sharing plan.

VERN
Ch. Right. That. Look, | couldn't
carry everything. Send a couple of
guys in the norning.

SHAMUS
You expect us to take extra risks
because you forgot?
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One of colonists tosses Vern's |inp sanple bag down besi de
him It barely disturbs the dust.

VERN
Look, |'m doing the best | can w thout
getting caught. |'mtaking huge

risks for all your little whins.

Shanmus plunges the knife into the dirt beside Vern. He puts
his nose within inches of Vern's.

SHAMUS
I"mfighting for a planet's freedom
If you're not wth the programjust
l et me know.

Vern | ooks at the ring of colonists who now surround them

VERN
What el se can | get for you?

| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RVARY, DOCTOR CHAN S LAB - DAY

Doctor Chan pulls the blanket away from Myra's face. He
puts on surgical gloves and picks up a scal pel. He touches
her neck. A streamof red fluid spurts froma hole.

Chan noves quickly to get a sanple of it into a test tube.

He frowns at Myra, then at the test tube. He puts the sanple
in a machine. He |ooks up at the conputer screen. He turns
back to Myra.

CHAN
You poor dear. How did this happen
to you?
Chan returns to his equipnent. He tilts his head.

CHAN ( CONT' D)
VWhat the hell...

| NT. | NCUBATOR FACI LI TY HALLWAY - DAY

Kris smles at an alien couple as he waits for themto pass
by. He wnks at the man. The fellow gl ances back over his
shoul der. He returns the wnk and gives Kris a little wave.

Kris tries the door. It doesn't nove. Kris slides the red
indicator to green and tries again. The door opens easily.

| NT. | NCUBATI ON ROOM SI X - CONTI NUQUS
Kris spins around at the HI SS of the incubator. |Its doors

open. Three naked hybrid CH LDREN step out of it and stare
w de eyed at him



KRI S
Ch. Hello. I'm uh, I'mKris. Can
you understand ne? | nean, what |'m

sayi ng?

The children | ook at each other and then back at him
boy steps forward.

Astral

poi

ALLAN
' m ALLAN. This is ASTRAL and that's
HOPE.

KRI S
It's very nice to neet you. | hope
| didn't interfere with sonething
i nportant here.

ASTRAL
W were getting bored. That thing..

nts at the incubator.

ASTRAL ( CONT' D)
Was designed to age us to young
adul t s.

HOPE
Nobody asked us if that's what we
want ed.

ALLAN
How coul d they? W were infants a
f ew days ago.

KRI' S
Did the...mchine teach you how to
speak?

ALLAN
It al so gave us the nost boring math
and history lessons. D d you know
we're the first hybrids of New Eden?

ASTRAL
You nean the first on record. There
m ght be others we don't know about .

HOPE
She's always been a bit ornery.
That's why she flunked social studies.

Kris | ooks at each of them

7.

The
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KRI S
You seemto be okay. Is there
anything | can get you?
The children all put their hands on their hips.

ALLAN
How ' bout sone cl ot hes, Geni us?

EXT. ARBORETUM - DAY

Doctor Chan sits on a bench in a slightly overgrown section.
Oficer Cortez sits beside him

CORTEZ
What was so inportant about neeting
out here?

CHAN

| didn't want mny suspicions to becone
part of the public record. Not yet.

CORTEZ
Alright. 1'll treat this as a |ead,
not hi ng nore.

CHAN
Have you heard of reanimation?

Cortez puts a hand agai nst her cheek and frowns.

CORTEZ
Don't tell me we're going to have a
pl anet full of zonbies.

CHAN
Maybe just one. But Myra didn't get
food poi soning, did she?

CORTEZ
Not that |'m aware of.

CHAN
|"'msure if the wife of the Spectra
director had been affected all of
New Eden woul d have heard about it.

CORTEZ
Are you saying you found bio-slurry
in Myra's corpse?

CHAN
And only circul ated through the nost
rudi mentary parts of her system as
( MORE)
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CHAN ( CONT' D)
if it was right before death. O
maybe. ..

CORTEZ
Does that match Vern's report?

CHAN
| don't know yet. Vern's a snai
when it comes to paperwork.

INT. SIDS LAB - DAY
Cortez waves a hand scanner over the itens on Sid s desk.
SID
Perhaps if | knew what you were
| ooking for I mght be able to help.

Cortez holds up a sanple bag with shards of glass. She scans
it. She turns and holds it up to him

CORTEZ
Can you explain what this is?
SID
| found that last night. It |ooks

like it mght be part of a vial we
use to hold test sanples.

Cortez holds up a sealed vial of red liquid inside a clear
pl asti c bag.

CORTEZ
| found this beside your bed.

SID
So what? It's a top secret
nutritional supplenent. |It's used
t o enhance human. .. perfornmance.

CORTEZ
It's bio-slurry, Sid.

SID
What ?

Cortez pulls out a set of handcuffs.

CORTEZ
" m pl aci ng you under arrest for
suspi cion of nurder, food tanpering
and i nterpl anetary espi onage.
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| NT. NEW EDEN BRI G - EVEN NG
Vern paces in front of the cell Sid is in.

VERN
Sid, Sid, Sid. You of all people
shoul d have known better than to use
bi o-slurry on your test subjects.

SID
You said nme it was a suppl enment.
Where woul d you get bio-slurry?

GALBRAI TH (O S.)
Fromnme, |I'mafraid

Sid turns around. Galbraith grimces at himfromthe next
cell. Sid grins as he spots himbut his expression quickly
changes to bew | dernent.

SID
Gal braith? Wat's going on?

GALBRAI TH
Your human friend lied to both of
us. He should feel at hone in Darw n.

Vern shakes his head and wal ks away.

SID
| don't understand any of this.

GALBRAI TH
You never did. The council believes
New Eden should be off limts to the
humans. They | ost the planet when
your failed to win the contract.

SI D
| thought | was hel pi ng peopl e.

GALBRAI TH
They used you the way you used your
human test subjects.
Gal braith shuts up. He nods towards the hall.

Bree cones up to the cells.

BREE
Sid? What's going on? Wy are you
her e?
Sid puts his hands on the bars of his cell. Bree cones close

enough to place her hands on top of his.
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SID
There's been sone kind of a m x-up..

BREE
Is it true you experinmented on humans?

Sid opens his nouth but closes it again. He hangs his head.

SID
| guess this | ooks kind of bad.
didn't mean any harm

BREE
So when we... When we were in the
hot tub that didn't nean anythi ng?

SID
Not at first. But it does now |
t hought I was sterile and then you
cane along. You were so willing...
| even forgot to drug you.

Br ee GASPS.

SI D (CONT' D)
You humans are all so prom scuous...

Bree yanks her hands away and storns down the hall.

Gal braith bites his |ip.

GALBRAI TH
Now you' ve done it. | told you humans
hate to be called prom scuous.
SID
But it's true.
GALBRAI TH
Truth on that |evel doesn't matter
to them
SID

| don't want to | ose Bree. W 1thout
her my life is...pointless.

Gal braith stretches out on the cot in his cell. He wiggles
to get confortable.

GALBRAI TH
Wel come to ny world. But hey, at
| east you nmanaged to create your
hybri d.
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SID
VWhat hybrid?

EXT. BRI NE AND BARNACLE CAFE PATI O - DAY

Kris | ooks at the three hybrid children and smles. They
squirmin their chairs.

KRI S
What would you like to eat?

ALLAN
W' ve never had solid food before.
What do you like to eat?

KRI S
Wiy don't we order a sanple platter
wth different things? Just because
| like certain foods doesn't nean
you will.

ASTRAL
| want one of those.

Kris | ooks where she points. Allan and Hope foll ow his gaze.
A server carries a nmulticol ored arrangenent of frosty creans.

KRI S
| shoul d have guessed. Mbst Kkids
like ice cream Let's taste the
sanples first and then have sone

dessert.

HOPE
Kris?

KRI S
Yes?

HOPE

Do we have to call our genetic donors
Mom and Dad? ' Cause | don't think
want to.

Kris bites his lip. He swallows hard.
KRI' S
Have sonmething to eat. Then we'll
tal k about it.

The three children exchange glances with a slight frown.
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EXT. ARBORETUM WALKVWAY - LATER

Hope holds Kris' hand as they wal k. Her brother and sister
skip on ahead. Suddenly Allan stops and stoops down. He
pi cks sonmething up and brings it back to Kris.

ALLAN
VWhat is this?
ASTRAL
| don't like it. It snells funny.

It doesn't belong on our worl d.

KRI S
That's a cigarette butt. Nobody's
supposed to snoke here. Earth hasn't
even nmade cigarettes for fifty years.

ASTRAL
| told you it doesn't bel ong on our
wor | d.

| NT. NEW EDEN BRI G CORTEZ' OFFI CE - DAY

The cigarette butt is in a glass lab dish on Cortez' desk.
She and Kris sit and stare at it. Cortez |ooks bew | dered
as she pokes at the butt with a plastic stylus.

CORTEZ
|'d heard of these things but | never
t hought I'd actually see one. How
did it get here?

KRI S
They were runored to be full of
addi ctive chem cals. Mybe he found
sone, tried themand couldn't quit.

Cortez | ooks up.

CORTEZ
He? Then you know who owns it?

KRI' S
Soneone who snells |ike snoke but
doesn't spend nuch tinme at cookouts.

CORTEZ
Thanks for bringing it in. You'd
better get back to your kids. They're
very wel |l behaved.

Cortez | ooks through the glass divider that separates her
area fromthe | obby. On the other side the children chat
with the officers around them
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KRI S
You have no i dea.

Kris sees Cortez' quizzical |ook. He stands up to |eave.
Cortez stands and offers her hand.

CORTEZ
Vell, if we had nore people like you
my job would be nuch easier.
| NT. NEW EDEN BRI G - CONTI NUOUS

Cortez unlocks Sid' s cell and opens the door.

CORTEZ
You're free to go. | found bigger
fish to fry.

SID

| don't under st and.

CORTEZ
And it's better that way.

She noves on to Galbraith's cell.

CORTEZ (CONT' D)
You too, Od Man. | don't have enough
to hold you any longer. | doubt you
can give nme anything nore.

GALBRAI TH
| beg to differ. You're a nice
| ooki ng woman.  And ny ki nd can nmake
it worth your while.

Cortez gives hima playful swat as he goes by.
CORTEZ
Go on, get, before | have to arrest
you for indecency.
Sid grabs his armand pulls himaway.

SID
| think you and | have sone old
busi ness.

EXT. NEW EDEN W LDERNESS PRESERVE - DAY

Bree carries a stun wand. She tilts her head at a SOUND
behind her. She brings the wand up. She turns.

A FURRY RODENT about the size of a jack rabbit eyes her just
as cautiously. It stands up on its hind feet.
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It leans back a little.
Bree | owers the wand.

The rodent blinks several tinmes. It puts its front paws
back on the ground.

Bree conti nues her wal k.

The rodent scurries towards a | arge bush. A LARGE CGREEN
LI ZARD junps out of the bush. It grabs the rodent with
powerful jaws. It disappears back into the bush with its
meal .

Bree turns towards the bush. A few |l eaves stir.
| NT. CRYPT CAVERNS - CONTI NUOUS

Bree runs a hand over a door frane built to fit one of the
cavern tunnels. She reaches for the doorknob.

From behi nd Vern grabs her arm He takes her stun wand.
Bree pulls away from him

VERN
VWhat are you doi ng here?

BREE
G ve it back.

VERN
Didn't they warn you it could be
dangerous to wander away fromthe
settlenment?

BREE
That's why | brought the stun wand.
Wiy are you here?

Vern hol ds the wand up high and bl ocks Bree.

VERN
You'll find I'"'ma man of many tal ents.
O course you'll appreciate them
even nore since this will be your
first encounter with a real nmale.

BREE
Oh. Didyou bring one? | don't see

hi m

Vern zaps her with the stun wand.
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Bree's body convul ses with electrical current. She falls to
the cavern floor. Her eyes are w de, her nouth open.

Vern is on top of her in a second. He rolls her over.
VERN
| Iike nmy wonmen brand new, so to
speak.

Bree tries to slap himbut her novenents are slow, weak.
Vern pushes her arm aside. He bends down to kiss her neck.

Bree inhales sharply. She starts to G GAE

VERN ( CONT' D)
VWhat's so funny?

BREE
You. Thinking you're ny first.

VERN
What ?

BREE
That's right. | didit with an alien.
And you know what? He's tw ce the
man you'll ever be.

A spark comes into Bree's eye as she sees the effect she's
havi ng.

BREE ( CONT' D)
Literally. Two dicks. W knew?
Doubl e the pl eas..

Vern sl aps her. Bree winces but continues to LAUGH

BREE ( CONT' D)
What's the matter? You can't expect
virgins to walk around with a green
letter V stanped on their foreheads.

SIQO S.)
Excuse ne. Am | interrupting?

Vern scranbles away fromBree at the sound of Sid' s voice.
He stares at Sid' s crotch.

VERN
|, uh, we were just, uh..

Bree's LAUGHTER becones hysteri cal

Sid s mouth falls open. He turns his head slightly as if he
hears sonmething else entirely. His fists clench and uncl ench.



SID

What ever you' ve done, Vern, you bet

go.

Now.

Vern takes one | ast | ook at Bree. He fl ees.

Sid kneel s beside Bree. He helps her sit up.

himas tight as she can.

SI D ( CONT' D)

It'Il be alright. Conme on, | have
sonmet hing to show you

Sid hel ps her

up and | eads her to the door.

| NT. CHAMBER | NSI DE THE DOOR - CONTI NUQUS

Bree | ooks around at the hunmans on sl abs of r

BREE

What's wong with thenf

SID

They were anong ny early test
subjects. | thought | was giving
t hem sonet hing to nmake them strong
enough to mate wth.

BREE

It didn't work, did it?

No.

SID
But I'mtending to themuntil

can find a way to help them If we
hadn't conme here together | doubt
|'d have even found them

BREE

Way didn't you give ne the drug?

SID

| was sonewhat...preoccupi ed at the
time. And I'mvery glad | didn't.

| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RVARY WAI TI NG ROOM - DAY
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ter

Br ee hol ds

She bursts into tears.

He opens it.

ock.

O ficer Cortez holds a tiny recording device in her palm

CORTEZ

Did you touch the explosives Gal braith
| ed you to?

No.

SID
He said they were rigged to

expl ode upon interference.
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CORTEZ
Yes. We |ost Dennis on our first
attenpt to disarmthem

SID
l"mso sorry. | liked him

CORTEZ
| thought your people viewed death
as inevitable and not worth nourning.

SI D
Bef ore we were exposed to humans
t hat may have been true.

CORTEZ
How s Bree doi ng?

SI D
Doctor Chan has treated her for the
stun attack. He says she'll be weak

for sonme tine.

Cortez closes her hand around the recorder. She puts it in
her pocket as she smles at Sid.

CORTEZ
Too weak for interplanetary travel?

SID
|'mafraid so.

The i ntercom BUZZES.

CHAN( O S.)
O ficer Cortez, could you cone in
her e?

CORTEZ

Excuse ne. Oh, and don't | eave town.
| NT. DOCTOR CHAN S CFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Doctor Chan turns his conputer nonitor so that Cortez can
see it. He points to the chem cal breakdown on the screen.

CHAN
Guess what this is. [I'll give you a
hint. It's red.

CORTEZ

Is it nore bio-slurry?
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CHAN
Oh, alnmost. It's a chem ca
derivative of bio-slurry. | kept

wondering why it was red.

CORTEZ
Maybe to disguise it?

CHAN
Ful |l marks, Madam Qur aliens friends
use color to signify various cl asses
of chem cals. But never red.

CORTEZ
Because they tend to be perception
blind to nost shades of red?

CHAN
But sid is not. The color in this
fake bio-slurry must have been
designed just to fool him

EXT. ARBORETUM - DAY
Sid helps Bree into a hot tub. He snuggles in beside her.

SID
Is this alright? |Is the water warm
enough? O too warn? Just let ne
know.

BREE
It's fine. Really. You don't have
to fuss over ne.

SID
There's no-one else |I'd rather fuss
over.

BREE
You're so sweet. If | had the energy

|"d kiss you. But that could | ead
to ot her things.

Royce steps into the hot tub

ROYCE
| hope I'"mnot intruding. | just
saw Vern. He was acting really
strange. Any idea what that's about?

SID
He tried to rape Bree. He should be
in custody. Were is he?
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ROYCE
Headi ng towards the w | derness
preserve, | think. Let's go.
Sid pushes hi m back.
SID
"1l go. You stay with Bree. She's
still weak from bei ng stunned.
ROYCE
Stunned? The animal. Are you okay,
Bree?
BREE
| just need to take it easy for a
whi | e.
Sidis already out of the hot tub. 1In a few energetic steps

he's out of sight.
| NT. WOMEN S DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

Bree grips the sink countertop tightly for bal ance while she
slips into her sandals. She slowy unwaps the towel from
her hair. She | ooks up.

She GASPS at the reflected i mage of Vern behind her. He
clanps his hand over her nouth. He injects a green substance
into her arm Her attenpt to scream | oosens his grip.

BREE
What the hell was that?

VERN
The real performance enhancer |'ve
been working on. You'll feel Iike
yourself in a few hours.

BREE
But why?

VERN

Because sex wth sonmeone who j ust
lies there is like sex with a corpse.
A whole lot of effort that |eaves a
bad taste in your nouth.

BREE
| don't feel...

Vern catches her as she falls unconsci ous.
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VERN
Cone on. You don't want Sid to have
all the fun
| NT. MEN' S CHANG NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Sid comes in and starts searching through a | ocker. A GROAN
catches his attention. He turns.

Royce lies on a bench. Purple blood trickles fromhis ear.

Sid helps himsit up. He grabs a towel. He holds it against
Royce' s ear.

SID
VWhat happened? Where's Bree?

ROYCE
Vern. I'msorry, | didn't even see
hi m

SID

Let's get you cl eaned up.
Royce grabs his arm

ROYCE
He's got Bree. Go. 1'll be alright.

EXT. NEW EDEN W LDERNESS PRESERVE - DAY

A rustic oak wal kway and gazebo overlook a cliff above a

huge | ake. Bree struggl es against Vern's one arned grip.

In his other hand he holds up a plastic cylinder. Sid stands
a fewfeet away with his hands in the air.

VERN
Make your choice, Sid. Save the
girl and 1'll blow up the pl anet.
Save the planet and your girlfriend
di es.

SID

You can't possibly have enough
explosives in that thing to achieve
pl anet ary devastati on.

VERN
(to Bree)
Look at that. Your life's in ny
hands and your boyfriend' s arguing
about quantity.

BREE
You'll die too.
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VERN
Never. |'ve always got a back-up
pl an.
Sid throws hinself on top of Vern and Bree. They struggle.
Vern |l oses his grip on Bree. She falls over the rail. She
SCREANS.
BREE

| can't swim

Sid continues to fight Vern for the canister. Vern pulls
out a KNI FE and sl ashes at Sid's arns. Sid backs off. Vern
throws the canister towards the water.

VERN
You bastard. You were supposed to
save the girl.

Sid glances at the water. He turns to see Vern run off.

Sid clinbs onto the railing and poises for a nonent. He
DIVES in perfect formtowards the water.

EXT. BENEATH THE WATER S SURFACE - CONTI NUOUS

Sid slices through the water to reach Bree. He forces oxygen
fromhis lungs into hers with a kiss. He waps his arns
around her as she struggles against him He kicks forcefully
to reach the surface.

EXT. THE SURFACE OF THE WATER - MOMENTS LATER

Sid and Bree gasp for air.

SI D

W have to go back down.
BREE

VWhat ?  Why?
SI D

Vern tossed an explosive into the
water. Can you pry off the cover?
It should short out.

BREE
| can't swim

SID
"Il do the swmmng. You take care
of the expl osive.

BREE
But we'll be el ectrocuted.
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SID
| thought you wanted to take risks.
So we get a little zap. The inportant
thing is that everybody |ives.

BREE
Toget her, then.

EXT. BENEATH THE WATER S SURFACE - CONTI NUOUS

Sid holds Bree tightly with one arm They swi mthrough nurky
water. Bree grabs something. She frowns as it flails against
her grip. She lets go of the creature. |1t changes col or

and swi nms away.

Sid reaches out and grabs the cylinder. It has a cover on
one end. Bree yanks but the cover stays put. Sid lets go
of her to help. They pull on opposite ends of the canister.

EXT. THE SURFACE OF THE WATER - CONTI NUOUS

The teal liquid flashes into a bright yellow. Steamrises
off the choppy water. Sid struggles to the surface. There
are blisters on his skin. He |ooks around. Dead fish
surround him

SI D
Bree. Bree, where are you?

He spots Bree face down in the water several yard away. He
swwns frantically to reach her. He turns her over. Her
face is also blistered. She coughs up water.

BREE
That's your idea of a little zap?
Sone date you are.

I NT. VERN S OFFI CE - DAY

A needle with red liquid sits on the desk next to a travel
tote.

Vern goes to the closet. He reaches for a lab coat. He
stops. He puts his hands up. He turns around.

Sid holds a gun on him

VERN
This isn't really your style, is it?

SID
|'ve learned a few things from your
speci es.
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VERN
| thought your specialty was life
sci ences, not death

SID
We had no forensic sciences until
st udi ed your books. Mich of our
research was based on your work.

Vern slowy reaches back and picks up the hypoderm c needl e
fromhis desk. He hides it in his hand as Sid cones cl oser.

VERN
I'mflattered. It's not every day a
man's work i s acknow edged by aliens.

SID
Your crimnal activity outweighs
your scientific contributions. Cortez
deputized ne. You're under arrest.

Vern | ooks up at the clock and squints. He shows Sid the
syringe.

VERN
| did sone research too. By now you
shoul d feel waterlogged. Your biol ogy
nmust bal ance excessive water exposure.

Sidtries to say sonething but the words stick in his throat.
H s eyes widen as Vern spurts a few drops fromthe needle.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Feeling a bit stiff, are we? Maybe
a bit of bio-slurry wll help.

Vern grabs the gun fromSid' s hand. He tucks it into his
bag. He swabs Sid's neck wwth cotton. He injects the red
['iquid.

VERN ( CONT' D)
There we go. This will be a real
treat. |'ve never watched a Spectral
die. Well, not a nale.

Sid s legs go linp. Vern grabs his shoulders. He eases him
to the floor. He pulls up a chair, sits down, bends forward.
He toys with the syringe.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Maybe we should order in. [|I'm
starving. You want anything? Maybe
sone |live piscata? No? You sure?
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Sidtries to say sonething but no words cone out. He withes
i n agony.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Aw, don't tell ne you' re going to do
the chicken. | was hoping for
sonething a bit nore, you know, alien

SID
(faintly)
Sorry... To... Disappoint... You..

Sid goes linp. A pool of liquid begins to spread outward
fromunder his body. Vern grinaces.

VERN
Honestly, | thought bloat woul d take
much | onger. Excuse ne. | should

docunent this.

Vern gets up. He pats Sid' s shoulder. He nakes a face at
t he substance that transfers to his hand.

VERN ( CONT' D)
& oss.
Vern steps over Sid. He puts the syringe on the edge of his
desk. It rolls, drops to the floor. Sid s eyes focus on
it. He glances at Vern. The blisters on his face becone
| ess pronounced as he reaches for it.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Now where did | put that note pad?

He steps over Sid again. Sid jabs the needle into his ankle.
Ver n SCREANMS.

Sid starts to get up

Vern spins around and tries to knee him

Sid grabs his leg. The two grapple. Sid slips.

Vern yanks hinmself away. He grabs his travel bag. He wall ops
Sidwthit.

Sid falls back. He gets to his hands and knees.
Vern kicks at him
Sid grabs his foot and tw sts.

Vern grits his teeth and rolls with the notion. He shakes
his foot violently as he falls.
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Sid hangs on. He throws his body wei ght against Vern's foot
and | eg.

Vern's head strikes the desk behind himw th a resounding
WHACK. He goes |inp.

Sidrolls onto his back. He takes several deep breaths. He
closes his eyes. The blisters on his skin clear up. In
monments his skinis dry. He sits up, tugs on his wet shirt
and shakes hi s head.

Vern MOANS

Sid puts himin handcuffs. He renoves his handgun fromthe
tote. He puts it in his holster. He drags Vern to his feet.

SID
Let's go. | need a fresh shirt.

EXT. NEW EDEN BRI G - CONTI NUOUS

O ficer Cortez stands outside with her hands on her hips.
She's flanked by two officers.

CORTEZ
Thanks for bringing our mad doct or
in, Sid. Human authorities wll
take it from here.

SI D
Qur peopl e are supposed to detain
human crim nal s.

CORTEZ
In cases where the crines are agai nst
humans. But Vern acted agai nst your
people. For the sake of objectivity
t hat makes himny prisoner.

SID
| have evidence that he acted agai nst
humans. That gives ne jurisdiction.

Vern yanks away fromSid' s grip. Cortez, her officers and
Sid each point a gun at him

VERN
WIl the two of you just shut up and
learn to work together?
They gl ance at each other and frown.

CORTEZ
| suppose he's right.



97.
SID

Qddl y enough.

VERN

Wiy do you even bother? [It's not
i ke our two species can create hybrid

children for

this cursed pl anet.

Sidrolls his eyes. He nods towards Oficer Cortez.

SID

On second thought, he's all yours.

| NT. NEW EDEN | NFI RMARY - DAY

The room has a support

pillar near the door. Vern sits on

t he edge of a nearby bed with one wist handcuffed to a guard.

Doct or Chan exani nes t
a jar fromhis nedica

he scars on Vern's chest. He retrieves
cabi net .

CHAN

Your injuries are fascinating. What

were you do

None of your

Any suggesti
my report?

ng?

VERN
busi ness.

CHAN
ons for what to put in

VERN

| was attacked by a crazy woman.

Chan snaps on rubber gloves and dips into the salve.

CHAN

Nope. No nuts allowed on New Eden
We're all incredibly well adjusted.

Now, this w

Vern grits his teeth.
across Chan's face.

How bad is

[1 hurt like Hell.

A | ook of barely repressed glee flashes

CHAN ( CONT' D)
t?

VERN

No worse than giving birth

Not exactly

CHAN
the answer | expect ed.

What woul d you know about giving

birth?
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VERN
More than you m ght think

Chan rubs lower and |ower. Vern stops his hand.

CHAN
|"ma doctor. |'msure you don't
have anything | haven't seen before.

VERN
At this point I'mrefusing all further
medi cal treatnment.

Chan gives himan odd smle. He winks at the officer.

CHAN
Didn't you read your contract when
you signed on? You've got no | egal
right to refuse further treatnent.

VERN
Si nce when?

CHAN
Since you left Earth. Now drop your
pants or this nice officer will do
it for you.

VERN
If you insist...

Vern reaches for his wai stband but turns suddenly. He grabs
the officer's shoulders and snashes the officer's face into
his knees. He grabs his captor's hand and presses his thunb
over the handcuff scanner. The cuffs fall open.

Chan races over to an alarmbutton on the counter but Vern
is too quick. He grabs the doctor and throws himdown. He
SNAPS one handcuff on the doctor's wist, the other to the
support pillar. He grabs his shirt and runs out.

EXT. NEW EDEN | NFI RMARY GROUNDS - CONTI NUOUS

Vern | ooks around and slips his shirt on. He inhales deeply.
He wal ks deliberately towards the gate of the chain Iink
fence that surrounds the infirmary.

EXT. AQUAMARI NE CAFE PATI O - DAY
Kris CLEARS H' S THROAT to get Sid And Bree's attention. Sid

turns. He stares at the three hybrid children. Kris shrugs
as he | ooks at Bree.
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BREE
You don't have children, Kris. \ere
did these kids cone fronf

KRI S
It's a bit of a long story...

Sid stands up with a frowm on his face. He checks the facial
ridges on each child. He rubs Allan's chest.

SID
Di d everyone except nme create a hybrid
child? How can | secure the contract
with this much conpetition?

He sits back down. Hi's shoul ders sl unp.

SI D (CONT' D)
|'"ve failed conpletely.

The children | ook at each other. They nod. Al three of
them snuggl e as close as they can to him

HOPE
This is the adult we want.

ASTRAL
It's our planet. That nmeans we nake
the rul es.

ALLAN

We stake our claimon this man.

Bree and Kris | ook at each other. Sid hugs the children.
He starts to cry.

Hope grabs a napkin. She offers it to Sid.

HOPE
Then you accept our offer?

SID
It may be a bit nore conplicated
than that... O course | accept.

VWhat fool would turn down the future?
| NT. DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Vern cl oses the door behind him He opens it a crack and
peers out. He locks it and turns on the lights. He GASPS.

Myra sits at the director's desk. Her gaze is frozen with a
slight smle etched on her face. Her hands are poised just
above the desk.
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VERN
VWhat the hell?

Myra's head turns ever so slightly. The eyeballs nove in

small jerks. Her lips remain shut.
MYRA(V. O.)
This is a prerecorded nessage. In

the event of ny untinely death ny
corpse has been digitally ani mated.
May it bring you confort.

Vern approaches the desk. He waves a hand in front of Myra's
face. Her eyeballs go up and down out of synch with his
hand novenent.

VERN
So this isn't real

MYRA(V. Q)
Real is relative. This programis
interactive. Please |limt your
inquiries to devotion or grief.

Myra turns slightly. Her sightless eyes neet Vern's. The
hands nove a few degrees.

VERN
It's a bit macabre, don't you think?
Ani mating the dead?

MYRA(V. Q.)
That is an antici pated human response.
| f you wish you may give ne flowers
and take pictures.

VERN
Fl owers? After you violated ny
manhood?

Vern clenches his fists. He stornms around the desk and hurls
Myra's corpse to the floor. Her head SNAPS away from her
neck, rolls and cones to rest at an odd angle. Snall sparks
FI ZZLE out at the disconnection. Mra's eyes dart about.

MYRA (V. Q)
You have desecrated nmy nenory. This
crime is currently being transmtted
to New Eden authorities.

VERN
Even dead you're a bitch
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| NT. DARWN COMVUNI TY HALL - DAY

Kirsten brings a tray of fresh alien fruits to a conference
t abl e where Shanmus, Galbraith and Cortez are seated. She
brings another tray for the officers standing in the corner.

CORTEZ
| was told New Eden's soil was
unsui ted for grow ng edi bl e foods.

Cortez turns to her officers and nods. They relax and each
take a fruit. Their eyes widen at the taste.

SHAMUS
A convenient lie. It gave us tine
to set up our own greenhouses. In
| ess than a week we'll be totally

sel f-sufficient.

CORTEZ
And t hen what ?

Shamus | eans back and crosses his arns in front of his chest.

GALBRAI TH
They were ready to bl ow up New Eden
Sid and Bree prevented a premature
part of the attack.

CORTEZ
But why? New Eden was set up to
pronot e cooperati on between our
peopl e.

SHAMUS
VWhen we | earned the humans wanted to
take over we had to act.

CORTEZ
Take over? Wo gave you that idea?

SHAMUS
|'"mnot sure | should reveal the
source of ny...

GALBRAI TH
It was Vern.

CORTEZ
He's got a lot to answer for.
(motions to an officer)
Call the infirmary. | want him
br ought out here.

The officer goes out and returns al nost inmediately.
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OFFI CER
He's escaped.

CORTEZ
Then go find him

SHAMUS
You're not going to | ead the search?

CORTEZ
" mnot just an investigator.
have authority to negotiate with
governnments that formon this planet.

SHAMUS
" m|istening.

I NT. DI RECTOR EAGLE' S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

Director Eagle rushes to Myra's corpse. Doctor Chan is with
him At the sight of her headl ess body Eagle starts to
convul se. Chan hands hima wastebasket just in tinme. Eagle
THROANS UP into it.

Chan picks up Myra's head. He brings it to Eagle. They
shut her eyes. A loud CLICK signals the end of the program

CHAN
|"mso sorry, Director

EAGLE
|'mso ashaned. She wanted nore
children but | was al ways too busy.

CHAN
How do you feel about hybrids?

EAGLE
What do you nean?

CHAN
It seens that Myra m ght have forced
her desire on someone el se..

EAGLE
Surely not Sid.

CHAN
No. Vern's injuries were consistent
with some of Sid s hypothesized
met hods of hybri di zati on.

The director spits into the wastebasket and w pes his eyes.
Hi s | ook of grief becones one of anger.
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EAGLE
Vern. | want nothing to do with his
offspring, even if... Even if...

He stokes Myra's hair and blinks rapidly.

EAGLE ( CONT' D)
| just want to tend to ny dear wife
and our own children. Does that
make ne horri bl e?

CHAN
Not at all.

EXT. LAUNCH PLATFORM - NI GHT

Vern | ooks around. He straightens the collar of his spacesuit
and checks his helmet over. Satisfied, he approaches the
| owered air stairs of the nearest shuttle.

| NT. | NTERPLANETARY SPACE SHUTTLE - CONTI NUOUS
The PILOT wears oversized sungl asses. Vern frowns as he

proffers a pass the size of a credit card. He starts to
take the co-pilot seat but the PILOT shakes his head.

Pl LOT
That seat is reserved. You'll have
to sit in the rear.
VERN
Do you know who | anf
Pl LOT
Do | care? CGo to the rear or get

out .

Vern | ooks out the tinted view screen. He watches as Sid,
Bree and Director Eagle begin to search the |aunch area.

VERN
Alright. Never argue with the pilot.

Vern goes to the rear and takes a seat beside Kris.

VERN ( CONT' D)
Nice to see a friendly human face.

KRI S
What, you thought we'd let the aliens
run anok? Next thing you know Earth
coul d be facing an invasion.

VERN
My thoughts exactly.
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Three di m nutive passengers in flight suits and hel nets enter
and sit down. Vern ignores them

KRI' S
Sonme of them m ght even presunme to
try and mate with us.

VERN
|"msurprised that it matters to
you. But what a nightmare that would
be. Can you imagi ne what hybrid
of fspring would | ook Iike?

KRI S
| don't have to. They're right here.

Kris notions towards the new arrivals. They turn and glare
at Vern. The male, ALLAN, |eans towards him

ALLAN
Real | y Dad? Xenophobi a towards your
own of fspring? W expected better.
Didn't we, Uncle Royce?

Allan turns towards the pilot. The pilot renoves his
sungl asses and shrugs.

ROYCE
Hybrids. They grow up so fast in
mat ur ati on pods.

Vern lunges for the open hatch.

VERN
There's nore than one way off this
pl anet .

EXT. LAUNCH PLATFORM - CONTI NUOUS
Vern energes fromthe shuttle. The director spots him

EAGLE
There he is. Stop him

At the top of the steps Vern swings his | egs over the
shuttle's air stair support bars. He lands on his feet and
takes off running.

SID
That's i npressive for a hunman.

BREE
It's the macro-gravity exercises.
W do themto limt bone |oss during
space flight. Vern overtrains.
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EAGLE
Wul d you two shut up and go get him
al ready?

SID

| think I know where he's going.
EXT. DARW N SETTLEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

Shanus | eans back on a deck chair. A book covers his face.
Soneone tugs at his arm He renpbves the book and blinks the
sun out of his eyes.

SHAMUS
Wiy do you interrupt ny nap on such
a quiet afternoon?

GALBRAI TH
It woul d appear our old friend stil
evades capture.

Shanus sits bolt upright. He looks in the direction of clouds
of dust rising fromthe road. Vern rushes towards them

VERN
You have to hide ne. Vhatever it
costs. ..

SHAMUS

Gal braith has al ready expl ai ned
things. You can't afford the cost
of doing business here. W don't
accept | ay-away.

Vern | ooks fromone to the other.
VERN
Then maybe 1'1l tell New Eden about
your plans to blow them all up.

Shanus shrugs.

SHAMUS
Funny. | don't renenber any plans
for blow ng up New Eden. Do you
Gal braith?

GALBRAI TH

Not since the settlers were offered
full partnership in the planet.
It's what our mayor really wanted.

VERN
Mayor ?
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SHAMUS
You' d better go. They're |ooking
for you.

GALBRAI TH

Perhaps there's a reward for his
capture, Your Lordship.

SHAMUS
| should consult with nmy chief of
staff.

Gal braith places his hand over his chest and gives Vern a
beatific | ook. Vern starts to back away.

GALBRAI TH
As your |oyal and devoted second in
command, |'d recomrend det ai ni ng

him 1In the interest of
i nterplanetary peace, of course.

SHAMUS
Oh, yes, of course. Interplanetary
peace. Very inportant. Part of ny

mandat e.

Vern turns heel and runs as fast as he can. The LAUGHTER of
the two nen rings in his ears.

| NT. CRYPT CAVERNS - CONTI NUCUS

Wal | sconces cast eerie shadows on the walls and ceiling.
Vern prepares a syringe. He holds the needle aloft.

Sid enters the cavern. He holds up a flashlight.

VERN
St ay back

Sid reaches his hand out towards Vern.

SI D
My peopl e can help you, Vern. W've
had great success with rehabilitation.

Vern waves the needle in Sid's direction. A few drops of
blue liquid spurt out the tip.

VERN
| know your dirty little secret.
You' ve been re-sequenced to behave.

SID
And it's been worth it. Look at
everything I would have m ssed.
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VERN
|'"d rather die free than be |ike
you. | bet you don't even renenber
what you di d.

SID

It works if you want to be decent.
Isn't there some part of you that

appeal s to?

VERN
You're pathetic. You can'

t save

everybody. 1'll make nmy own

i nnocence.

Vern stabs the needle into his own arm He drives the plunger

hone with force and SCREAMS.

SID
No.

Sid tries to catch Vern as he falls.

He props hi mup agai nst

the cavern wall and pulls the needle fromhis arm

Vern starts to convul se.
Sid junps back
Vern lunges forward and grabs him

Sid bends down and holds him

- VERN
(gaspi ng) . .

Way didn't | nmake it painless?

SID
VWhat can | do?

VERN
Ww. This stuff works quick. Bye,
bye, intellect. It was...fun.

Vern's eyes gl aze over. Sid backs away and bunps into Bree.

BREE
VWhat happened?

SID
He's destroyed his higher
He'll never think |ike an

br ai n.
adul t agai n.

Vern starts to drawin the dirt with his finger.



SI D (CONT' D)
| could have saved him Wy did he
choose this instead?

Vern | ooks up at them His face has a sinple m nded
expr essi on.

Sid | ooks

Br ee nods.

VERN
H, Pretty Lady. | like your outfit.
Want to draw in the dirt with ne?

BREE
Maybe | ater.

VERN
Ckee- dokee.

BREE
(to Sid)
You can't save everyone. You can't
force people to be noble and decent.

SID
| was forced. | remenber now. |
used to be just |like Vern. Wbrse.
The crimes | committed...

BREE
They're in the past.

SID
Are they? Look what | did in trying
to win the contract. Look how
used humans as experinents.

BREE
You saved everyone that Vern's drug
put into a coma. Nobody forced you
to do that. What matters now i s who
you are today.

at Vern. Vern continues to play in the dirt.

SID
G ven the choice |I'd rather be me
than him Maybe if you stay... W

could start over.
She bends down and hol ds Vern's face.
BREE

[t's time to | eave. You can have
m | k and cookies in New Eden

108.
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VERN
Yeabh. | i ke New Eden

| NT. NEW EDEN COURTHOUSE - DAY

MAG STRATE NELSON, a nassive human being, sits behind the
judge's desk. He taps a conputer display and frowns.

NEL SON
Everything is in order for Sid and
Bree to adopt the hybrid triplets.
Are you adopting the hybrid baby as
wel | ?

Kirsten steps forward. She hol ds her daughter tightly.

KI RSTEN
She's ny child, Your Honor. | won't
surrender her to anyone.

The magi strate starts to notion with his hand. Before he
can speak Royce steps forward.

ROYCE
That little girl is mne, Your Honor.
|'"d be happy to conplete the famly.

NEL SON
So long as the child has a parent
fromeach of the contributing species.

The judge turns to Kirsten. She smles coyly at Royce.

KI RSTEN
That's fine with ne, Judge.

NEL SON
Sid, seens to be the only applicant
for the contract to govern this
pl anet. Are there any objections?

Everyone falls conpletely silent.
NELSON ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations, Sir. This planet
is yours. Court is adjourned.

The magi strate BANGS his gavel against the desk. He steps
down and wal ks out .

Bree throws her arns around Sid and kisses him They turn
t owar ds Royce and Kirsten



FADE OUT

SID
You coul d have clained the contract.
Way didn't you say anything?

ROYCE
Where | conme from being a best friend
means sonmething. | wasn't going to
t ake away everything you worked for.
BREE
VWhat about Vern?
SID
We'll | ooked after him He'll always

be a child of New Eden
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