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FADE | N
| NT. BAKERSON HOUSE - DAY

Bl ANCA ( ANDERSON, 21, cute, casual style) waits in the
foyer, clearly annoyed, |ooking back and forth fromthe
front door to one of her phones (black case).

The front door opens, revealing a crowd of paparazzi. No
faces are clear, just a bunch of flashing canmera |ights.

KASE SANDEFORD (30i sh, gl asses, nerdy artist type, super
attractive) enters and the door closes behind him He hol ds
up a gold novie ticket for her to see.

KASE
Hello. |'m-
Bl ANCA
Late. Sone of us are on a schedul e.
KASE
My bad.
Bl ANCA

Popcorn or drink?

KASE
Nah. |'m good.

Bl ANCA
Good. Let's go.

Bi anca wal ks in the direction of the basenent. Kase follows
her. The basenent door is closed. There is a scrolling
mar quee over it that reads: Auditorium Zero: Muse Room

Bi anca hol ds the door open for Kase. He waits for her to go
in first.

Bl ANCA
I"mnot going in. It's not for ne.

Kase goes in and Bianca lets the door go.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Auditorium Zero is a full-size novie theater. Kase stands at
the bottom of the steps, |ooking at the enpty seats, the
projector and the screen.

KASE
Man, this is crazy.

Kase goes up the steps and stops at the third row fromthe
t op.



| NT. BAKERSON HOUSE - SAME

Bianca is in the kitchen. She sits on a bar stool at the
island with all three of phones out and unl ocked (one bl ack
case, one pink case, one purple case).

On the pink case phone she presses play on a podcast hosted
by JONAS MASON. H's showis called "J. M Just Making It."
Jonas is never seen, only heard.

JONAS
(0s)
Wl cone back to J.M Just Mking It
and | amthe man J.M That's Jonas
Mason to you peons.

Bl ANCA
VWhat an ass.

JONAS
(0s)
Lat est news, says Bianca 'Loose
Cannon' Anderson has been spreadi ng
t hem wi de for running back Zayl en
Proctor.

Bl ANCA
News from where?

JONAS

(0s)
No surprise. These new age fenul es
have no class and no controls. Just
out here being extra worldly in
t hese streets. Loose Cannon is
what ? Twenty? And has at |east six
exes that we know of.

Bl ANCA
And you care because why?

I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase sits in a center seat near the top nost rows of the
t heat er.

The Iights go dark, he is nervous and rubs his hands,
rocki ng back and forth in an agitated manner.

The screen lights up. There are no opening credits. The
openi ng shots are the interior of an enpty house. The canera
shows a close up of a hole in the floor near the baseboard
then fades to white.

[IN FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|



EXT. URBAN AREA - DAY

Horns honk and angry drivers yell out of their car w ndows
as TODD EDMONDSON ( 60i sh, | ooks haggard, clothes winkled
and di ngy) does a stretching routine in the mddle of an

i ntersection.

A police car honks at pedestrians on the sidewal k to nove.
The officer drives up on the sidewal k to get around backed
up traffic. The cop car stops in front of Todd with the
I'ights blinking.

| NT. BAR - SAME

TORY EDMONDSON (30i sh, well dressed, clean cut, very
attractive, played by Kase) sits at a table alone, staring
into space. He is startled by his ringtone which is a wol f
howl i ng.

Tory answers his phone and pl aces the caller on speakerphone
i redi at el y.

TORY
Hel | 0?

TODD
Are you busy? | need you to cone
pi ck me up.

TORY
Todd?

TODD
Way don't you go back to calling ne
‘Dad' or 'Pop' or sonething |ike
t hat ?

TORY
| haven't called you 'Dad" in
al nost twenty years and you're
bot hered by it now? Where are you?

TODD

County.
TORY

Wiere in the county specifically?
TODD

Jail . Cone get ne.

I NT. / EXT. TORY'S CAR - DAY

Tory sits in the driver's seat. Todd gets into the
passenger's seat and slans the door.

TORY
| f you break ny door, you're paying
to fix it.



TODD
What took you so | ong?

Tory lets all the power wi ndows down.

TORY
You stink. When was the |last time
you shower ed?

TODD
Don't change the subject. You were
t hi nki ng about |eaving me in there,
weren't you?

TORY
Maybe | shoul d have.

[QUT OF FI LM
I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase has stopped fidgeting. He sits with one ankle on his
knee and finger tips pressed together.

The npbvie screen i s not shown.

DR RONSON
(0s)
Tell me what your nost pressing
issue is right now?

TORY
(0s)
| can't accept praise. It never
f eel s genui ne.

DR. RONSON
And how has this disrupted your
life?

TORY

| don't like to be bragged about.
Whenever | hear it or find out
about it | cringe and try to hide.

Kase frowns and rubs his chin.
[IN FILM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|
| NT. BAR - DAY

Tory sits at a table alone, reading a newspaper on his
e-reader. The article is about Todd's arrest.

DAWN ( RANDALL, md 20s, too energetic and happy) wal ks by
his tabl e and backtracks.

DAVWN
You |l ook famliar? Do | know you?



Tory | ooks Dawn up and down and shakes hi s head.

TORY
Nope.

DAV
|'ve seen your face before.

Dawn | eaves hi m al one and cones back a few m nutes | ater
wi th her phone in hand. She shoves her phone into Tory's
f ace.

DAV
This is you, isn't it?

Hi s photo is on the honepage of Todd' s official website.
Tory is horrified

TORY
How | ong has this been up?

DAV
Li ke a nonth or so. You don't visit
his website? Your dad is ny
favorite contenporary witer. Wl
one of them He's a legend. Is he

doi ng okay?

TORY
He's okay. But he won't be when
see him

Dawn | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

DAVN
Aww. Comre on. Don't be |ike that.
It's a good picture. You're really
attractive at least. Take it as a
conpl i ment.

Dawn | eaves and Tory turns his e-reader off.
| NT. TODD S HOUSE - N GHT

Todd's house is a conplete weck. Not quite hoarder |evel
junky, but there are clothes, shoes, food containers,
newspapers, magazi nes and dirty di shes everywhere.

Todd stretches out on the floor by an open wi ndow. He wears
no shoes or socks. There is notable discoloration on his
feet and cal ves.

There is a knock at the door, then the sound of the key
bei ng turned. CATHERI NE HALL (40s, 'worried nother |ook')
enters the house and gags.

CATHERI NE
It snells dead in here.



TODD
Hel l o, Catherine. Conme dreamw th

ne.
CATHERI NE
Todd. What in the world are you
doi ng?
TODD
Dreaming. No. It's called
brainstormng. I'mbrain

hurricani ng. Cone join ne.

CATHERI NE
No, thanks. | can't prove it, but
it seens |ike your antics |ast
nonth gave you a ni ce sal es boost.
| won't encourage you to act like a
fool in public, but...whatever

hel ps.

TODD
My brain hurricane just gave ne a
new i dea.

Todd tries to get up and w nces.

CATHERI NE
What happened to your feet?

TODD
| don't know. Probably eczema or
sonet hi ng. Anyway, did you see ny
websi te updat e?

CATHERI NE
| did. Did Tory give you perm ssion
to use his picture?

TODD
Per mi ssion? What | need perm ssion
fromhimfor? I'mthe parent, he's
t he child.

CATHERI NE
He's an adult and he can sue you.

TODD
But he won't. He's a good | ooking
boy. He should be flattered.

CATHERI NE
Totally beside the point. Cean up
in here and make a doctor's
appoi ntnment. You need to get that
| ooked at.



TODD
Sure. I'mnamng ny next brain
storm Hurricane Catherine.

Todd chuckl es. Catherine rolls her eyes.
[QUT OF FI LM
| NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME
Kase puts his feet up on the chairs in front of him
The screen is not shown.

TORY

(0s)
| never had the chance to have a

real conversation with ny nother
before she died. No chance for

closure there. | guess it doesn't
really matter at this point, does
it?
DR RONSON
(0s)

It does matter. What did you want
to say to her?

TORY
(0s)
| wanted to ask her why she had ne.
| wanted to ask that a long tine
ago, but | think I already know.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
You figured it out?

TORY
(0s)
Yeah. | think Todd, | nmean ny dad
wanted nme. He seened to |like his
role when | was younger. Wen they
were still together, but after they
di vorced, he lost interest.

DR RONSON
(0s)
Being a single parent isn't easy.

TORY
(0s)
Nei ther is being an unwanted chil d.
| NT. BAKERSON HOUSE - SAME

Bianca is in the kitchen, still listening to Jonas, while
eating chocol ate chip cooki e dough



JONAS
(0s)
| wish nodern girls were nore |ike
ny grandnot her .

Bl ANCA
Bul I shit.

JONAS
(0s)
They didn't have a long list a guys
t hey banged. They saved thensel ves
for the marriage bed.

Bl ANCA
Shot gun weddi ngs aren't a new
t hi ng, dipshit.

JONAS
(0s)
Sonme people ask nme why | care so
much about what Bi anca, | nean
Loose Cannon, does.
Bl ANCA
Li st eni ng.
JONAS
(0s)
[t's not her | care about. | have
ni eces and they | ook up to chicks
li ke her.
Bl ANCA

Not mny Kkids, not ny problem

JONAS

(0s)
It's a terrible exanple to set.
They see these young stars who seem
to have it all. The noney, the
fame, the houses, the cars, the
jewelry. And they think, "On. If |
act like her, I'll have what she
has. "'

Bl ANCA
If they think that, they're stupid.

[N FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN]
| NT. / EXT. TORY'S CAR - DAY
Tory turns his e-reader on. He sees a headline for the

| atest Bestseller Lists for novels. Todd Ednondson has four
books in the top twenty.



| NT. BOOK STORE - SAME

Tory browses the adult fiction section. He sees a few books
by Todd Ednondson.

Tory wal ks around sone nore and notices a whol e displ ay
tabl e of Todd Ednondson books. BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE cones up
behi nd Tory.

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
What do you think of this guy?

TORY
Par don?

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
Ednondson. You i ke hinf

TORY
As a witer or as a person?

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
As a witer of course. | nean, do
you know hin? He's not an asshol e
is he? He seens cool. Kinda weird,
but not super arrogant |ike sone
other witers.

TORY
| know him But | won't ruin your
i mage of him Wich one of these is
t he newest?

Book Store Enpl oyee picks up a book titled 'Wen No Bad
Deeds Go Unrewar ded'.

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
This one. Heard good things about
it. Haven't started on yet. It's on
ny 'to read eventually' Ilist.

I NT. BOOK STORE - NI GHT

Todd bursts into the store and hobbl es around, with | ess
than ten mnutes left until closing tinme. The only other
cust oner | eaves.

Book Store Enpl oyee sees and recognizes himimedi ately. He
foll ows Todd around the shel ves.

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
M . Ednondson? You're Todd
Ednondson, aren't you?

TODD

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
Are you | ooking for sonething?



10.

Todd puts an arm around Book Store Enpl oyee and pulls him
cl ose.

TODD
How many of ny books do you have in
stock?

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
|"mnot sure. W do have a table
and maybe a box in the back.

TODD
VWhere's the tabl e?

Book Store Enpl oyee takes Todd to the display table of his
books. Todd takes a fountain pen out of his pocket and
starts signing themall

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
Is this all owed?

TODD
Maybe. Maybe not.

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
We are closing in...eight mnutes.

TODD
Uhuh.

Todd signs all the books on the table, then spins in a ful
circle.

TODD
Where's your store roon? You got a
box of 'enf? Let's go.

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
| don't think | can do that. I'l]I
have to ask the manager

Todd takes off, peeking around shelves |ike he's on a spy

m ssi on. Book Store Enpl oyee stays right behind him Todd
sees a closed door in the back and assunes it's the storage
room

TODD
In there?

BOOK STORE EMPLOYEE
Yes, but--

[QUT OF FI LM
I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase sits normally with his feet on the floor. He | eans
forward and has pushed his glasses to the top of his head.



The screen i s not shown.

DR RONSON
(0s)
At what age did you decide that
your nother didn't want you?

TORY
(0s)
Around six or seven. Sonething |ike
t hat .
DR RONSON
(0s)

Did she ever say that you?

TORY

(0s)
No. Not directly. She had a hobby
room She put a 'do not disturb’
sign on the door. She explained to
me that when the door was cl osed
and that sign was on the knob that
she didn't want to be bothered. The
thing is, the door was al ways
cl osed. She never wanted to be
bot hered. At |east not with ne.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Not ever?
TORY
(0s)

Only to appear normal to certain
peopl e. She would play the role
when it was convenient for her.

That's probably why | hate being

showcased.
DR. RONSON
(os)
Showcased?
TORY
(os)

She liked to show ne off to people.
Her extended famly. Friends.

Busi ness people. She would dress ne
up nice and pile a bunch of
bul I shit conplinments on me just for
their approval. She never really
cared I how felt.

[IN FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|



12.

| NT. BAR - DAY

Tory sits at a table with Catherine. They share a plate of
buffal o w ngs.

CATHERI NE
Does he have a history of nental
illness | wasn't told about?

TORY
No. He just likes the attention.

CATHERI NE
He seens off. He's been weird as
long as |I've known him but he's
acting like a lunatic. And his
house i s trashed.

TORY
Real | y? News to ne.

CATHERI NE
W1l you help himclean up? Not for
him for ne. Please?

TORY
"1l do what | can. Maybe | can
get a maid service in there.

CATHERI NE
That is great idea. And get himto
see a dermatol ogi st.

TORY
Sure. Anything el se?

CATHERI NE
Nope. That's it.

I NT. TODD S HOUSE - SAME

Tory stands at the open door, with his nouth open. He is
shocked and appall ed by the state of Todd' s house.

Todd linps around trying to clean up the dishes and food
cont ai ners.

Todd wal ks in, slowy with his face screwed up and hol di ng
hi s nose.

TODD
Excuse the nmess. I'l| get this
straight. Didn't know you were
com ng. You never visit.

TORY
If I'd known it was this bad, |
woul d have rented a hazmat suit.



13.

TODD
It's not that bad. Just give ne a
m nut e.

Tory rolls his sleeves up and just |ooks around. He notices
a hole in the wall near the baseboards.

TORY
You need to get that fixed before
sonme critters cone sneaking in

TODD
Not ed.

Upon further inspection of the hole, Tory sees what | ooks to
be nouse droppings on the floor. He recoils in horror.

TORY
Critters are already in. Seriously,
Todd. What the hell?

Tory opens the nearest w ndow. Todd gathers all of his
cl othes and shoes in his arns. He |linps out of the living
roomand into his bedroom

TORY
Where is your nop and do you have
bl each?
| NT. TODD S HOUSE - N GHT

Todd's house is finally clean. Todd lies on the fl oor,
asleep with the window still open.

Tory returns with nouse traps. He tests them out and the
snappi ng noi se startles Todd awake.

TODD
VWhat? Who is it?

TORY
It's me.

Tory goes to the kitchen and conmes back into the living
room The nouse traps are baited with peanut butter.

Tory places two traps by the hole in the wall.

TORY

It still stinks in here.
TODD

Yeah. | don't snell anything.

Tory notices the discoloration on Todd's feet and | egs. He
shakes his head and | eaves.

[OUT OF FILM



14.
I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase stands up and stretches. He does a couple of squats
then sits back down.

The screen i s not shown.

TORY

(0s)
After their divorce, Dad spent nost
of his time witing and groveling
trying to get her to conme back. It
was sad to watch. When he realized
she was never com ng back it was
just witing. W becane roommates.
| was el even when she left.

DR RONSON
(0s)
| s that when you started calling
himby his first name?

TORY
(os)

| only did it to get a reaction out
of him | thought he m ght get nad,
but he didn't. He had no reaction
at all. Just like it was any other
random person cal ling him Todd. |
was j ust sone person

[IN FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|
I NT. / EXT. TORY'S CAR - DAY

Tory is parked outside the bar. H's phone is ringing. Tory
answers his phone and puts the caller on speakerphone.

TORY
Yes.

TODD
Hel | o, son.

TORY

What do you need, Todd?

TODD
What kind of bird should | get?

TORY
Bi rd? What are you tal king about?

TODD
| was thinking about getting a
parrot. One thembig red ones or
the grey ones. The grey ones are
smart. If | get one of themgrey
ones | can nmake it ny assistant.



15.

TORY
Have you caught any yet?
TODD
Any? Any what ?
TORY
Mce. Are they still baited?
TODD
Oh. | threw themtraps away weeks

ago. Kept stepping on em and
scaring the shit out of nyself. So,
what you think? Red or grey?

TORY
Nei t her. Bye, Todd.

Tory ends the call. He tries a deep breathing exercise to
cal m down before getting out.

TORY
Don't get nmad. Don't get nad.
Breat he and relax. Calm Calm

| NT. BAR - SAME

Tory sits at a table alone. He reads the newspaper on his
e-reader.

He doesn't notice, but Dawn has just conme in. She yells at
himfromthe door

DAV
Tory! Your dad has |ost his m nd.

Dawn invites herself to sit at the table with himas he
stares at her in disbelief. Dawn plays a video on her phone
and holds it up for Tory to see.

Todd' s house is a conplete weck again and he takes his fans
on a virtual tour of it, showing all his dirty clothes piled
up, dishes piled up in the sink. Messy bathroom and
trash/junk all over the living room

DAWN

Time for an intervention, mybe?
TORY

You intervene. | already tried. I'm

done babysitting his old ass.

Tory's cell phone rings in his pocket. He takes it out and
answers it while staring directly at Dawn.

TORY
Yes? Cat herine? How did you get ny
nunber? Ch. | sawit. |I'mnot doing

it. 1"'mdone. DDO N E



16.
Tory ends the call and puts his phone back in his pocket.

DAV
| thought you two had a really good
rel ati onship. He tal ks about you
all the tinme in his blog.

TORY
Real | y? Haven't read it.
DAWN
He mentions you in al nost every

post .
Dawn | eaves the table to go sit at the bar.
[QUT OF FILM
| NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase has taken his shoes off. He sits on the back of his
chair with his feet on the seat.

The screen i s not shown.

DR RONSON
(0s)
How many real relationships have
you had?
TORY
(0s)
None.
DR RONSON
(0s)

Not even one? You've never had a
girlfriend?

TORY
(0s)
Not officially. No. Wenever |
wanted to take it to that |evel
every tinme, they would want to take
me to neet their parents and their

friends.
DR. RONSON
(0s)
Sonet hing that people tend to do.
TORY
(0s)
| know that they didn't nean any
harm but it still felt |ike

showcasi ng.



17.

DR RONSON
(0s)
And you ran away. Did you even tel
t hem why?
TORY
(0s)
No. How would | even explain that?
DR RONSON
(0s)
| have a homewor k assignnent for.
If you can, | want you to wite a

formal letter of apology to every
woman you' ve ever bailed on. Even
if you can't give it to them
personally. If you can give it to
them please do. But wite them
out .

[IN FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|
I NT. EMERCGENCY ROOM - NI GHT

Todd sits on a bed, behind a curtain. NURSE AVA (m d 30s)
listens as he explains his synptons.

TODD
| keep hearing cynbal s and seeing
little wornms slithering all over
the place. Is ny brain broken?

NURSE AVA
Maybe. Anything el se?

TODD
| keep forgetting stuff and never
feel well rested. So strange.
Wonder if the mce did it?

NURSE AVA
M ce?

TODD
Yeah. My son put sone traps out but
| threw themout. Mce woul dn't
cause any of this, would they?

NURSE AVA
['Il have to ask the doctors.
Excuse ne.

EXT. TORY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Tory stands on the front porch. Catherine is on
speaker phone.



| NT. HOSP

CATHERI NE
He's in the hospital and used ne as
hi s emergency contact.

TORY
kay.

CATHERI NE
I"min New York. Can you go? | know
you don't want to and | woul dn't
ask you if had any other choi ce.
Pl ease.

TAL - SAME

Tory stands outside of a private roomw th DR

(40i sh, dl

Tory is di

EXT. TORY'

asses, very kind face).

TORY
What's wong with hinf

DR KIM
We don't know yet. Hi s synptons
don't point us in any particul ar
direction. W'll run every test we
can think of, but we can't rule out
t he possibly of denenti a.

sturbed by the nmention of denentia.

DR KIM
It's an unfortunate reality we al
have to face when our parents start

agi ng.

TORY
Yeah. | know. | just always saw him
as an old man, and now he actually
is.

DR KIM
Oh. | saw his energency contact was
somre woman nanmed Catherine Hall. Is
she- -

TORY
H s agent.

DR KIM

On. Well, you can go in. He was
awake just a m nute ago.

S APARTMENT - DAY

18.

HENRY Kl M

Tory sits on the steps watching people and cars pass by.
Cat herine parks on the street and stands in front of him

She | ooks distressed and is hol ding back tears.



19.

TORY
Wel cone back. Any news?

CATHERI NE
He's in organ failure. He's al so
going blind and never nentioned it
to me.

TORY
Dr. Kim What did he say?

CATHERI NE

Possi bl e poi soning of sonme kind. W
woul d have to go and get all of his
food and water tested. The paint
and dust and everything. He said
that there were mce. | don't do
mce. | can't get in anyway,
because he changed the | ocks.

TORY
| saw droppi ngs. Over a nonth ago.

CATHERI NE
If you can get one, a live one, it
can be tested for whatever horrible
things it mght be carrying.

TORY
WIl he recover?

CATHERI NE
Not Iikely.

I NT. TODD S HOUSE - SAME

Tory clinbs in through the wi ndow wearing a backpack. He
gags and tries to cover his nose with his shirt.

There is garbage and dirty di shes everywhere. There are
flies al so. Something scurries by Tory's foot and he junps
onto the couch, that is covered in clothes.

Tory puts out a no-kill nouse trap and sets up a canera near
the hole in the wall.

EXT. TORY'S APARTMENT - N GHT

Tory sits on the steps, watching the live feed fromthe
canera that he set up via app on his phone. He watches as a
strange | ooki ng "nouse" goes into the trap.

TORY
The hell kind of defornmed nouse is
t hat ?



20.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Todd stretches out on the bed with his ankles crossed and
arns behi nd his head.

Tory sits in the chair beside his bed.

TODD
You got sone paper?

TORY
No, | don't.

TODD

New idea. A bird with a pet person
When | make parole I'lIl start on ny
new book.

TORY
Parol e? You are not in prison.

TODD
| may as well be.

Todd sticks his fingers in his ear and shakes his head from
side to side.

TODD
Annoyi ng. Freaki ng marchi ng band. ..

Tory |l ooks at Todd with great pity. Dr. Kimsticks his head
in the room

DR KIM
M . Ednondson, a word pl ease.
TODD
Ri ght out, doc.
DR KIM
(to Todd)

Not you. The ot her.
| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - SAME

Dr. Kimand Tory stay near the door. Tory holds the door
shut by the handl e.

DR KIM
| got an update on the nouse that
you caught .

TORY

[t's not a nouse is it?

DR KIM
It's a shrew. A new speci es.
They' ve naned it Ednondson.



21.

TORY
Shrews are venonous.

DR KIM
They are and these, that have been
getting inside his house, have been
biting himw thout hi mknow ng.

TORY
"1l have an exterm nator cone out
and call soneone about the hole. A
mai d service has already been in to

cl ean up.

DR KIM
Good. So, should | assune that
you'll be handling his end of life
care? | can get you referred to a
facility.

TORY
He won't go. He's stubborn. Al ways
has been. 1'Il just try to keep his

house clean until the day.

DR KIM
That's the best you can do,
soneti nmes. Take care of yourself,
t 0o.

Dr. Kimleaves. Tory wpes tears fromhis eyes before going
back into the room

[QUT OF FI LM
I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase stands and stretches sone nore, bending and tw sting
side to side.

The screen i s shown.

[On Screen] Tory sits in his car, driver's seat. He has a
legal pad in his lap, conposing a letter addressed to
"Ashl yn'.

Kase sits back down.
[On Screen] So far Tory has witten

Not hing that | wite will undo the pain |I've caused you
Trying to explain why | abandoned you feels |ike a waste of
time and effort. Not because you don't deserve an

expl anati on, but because | don't deserve forgiveness. | am
getting help for ny issues and shoul d have before | net you.

Tory opens a nmeno app in his phone. It shows a |ist of
names. Ashlyn along with Jennifer A Jennifer H, Lashawn,



Ni na, Shoni que,
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Brianna, Jordyn, Thalia, Al ana, Taylor P
Tayl or G Sophia, Chyna, Shenae, Ma and D anond.

KASE
Pi np.

| NT. BAKERSON HOUSE - SAME

Bi anca waits in the foyer,

JONAS
(0s)
| would be nore than happy to give
Loose Cannon the opportunity to
defend hersel f.

Bl ANCA
Def end? | did nothing w ong.

JONAS
(0s)
Wor | dl y behavi or shoul d not be
prai sed and encouraged. W shoul d
hol d our wonen to a higher
st andar d.

Bl ANCA
Qur? Who does this clown think he
is?

JONAS
(0s)
G ve ne sone feedback. | want to
hear your opinion on Loose Cannon
and her ilk. 1'lIl read your
responses on air.

I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase sits in his chair normally,

i n hand.

The screen i s not shown.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
| saw in the paper that your father
was arrested.

TORY
(0s)
He was. For being a dunbass.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
It's not your responsibility to
save him You do know that, don't
you?

texting on her purple case phone.
The podcast continues playing fromthe pink case phone.

el bow on arnrest and chin



TORY
(0s)
VWell, tell Catherine that. She
seens to think so.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Your letters finished?
TORY
(0s)
Yes. |1've delivered eight of them
DR. RONSON
(0s)
And?
TORY
(0s)

Ma tore hers up wthout reading
it.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Go on.

TORY
(0s)
She was the nost pissed off when
broke up with her so that didn't

surprise me. | don't blanme her.
DR RONSON
(0s)
Knew homewor k assi gnnent .
TORY
(0s)
Anot her one. G ve ne a break
DR RONSON
(0s)
Get sone professional photos done.
TORY
(os)
What ?
DR RONSON
(os)
Do it.
Kase sni ckers.
KASE

Showcased.

23.
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[IN FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN|
| NT. BAR - DAY

Tory sits at a table. Dawn sits at the bar. She sees how sad
Tory | ooks so she joins himat his table.

DAWN
So, he's back home, is he?
TORY
Yep.
DAWN
He announced a new book com ng
soon.
TORY
Uhuh.
DAWN

WIl you read it?

TORY
| m ght.

| NT. TODD S HOUSE - N GHT
Todd's house is clean. He stretches out on the couch. Tory

i nspects the hole in the wall that has been covered with
el ectrical tape.

TORY
You need to get this house
i nspect ed.
TODD
For what ?
TORY
Mol d. Termtes. Ants. Roaches.
M ce. Rats.
TODD
| haven't seen any roachbugs or
ants.

[QUT OF FILM
| NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME
Kase stands, swaying back and forth with his arnms crossed.
The screen is not shown.
DR. RONSON

(0s)
How s your dad doi ng?
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TORY
(0s)
He' s dyi ng.
DR RONSON
(0s)

Oh. Sorry to hear that.

TORY
(0s)
He won't accept ny help. Even now.
He doesn't care anynore. \Wat el se
can | do?

DR RONSON
(0s)
Live your own life. That's all you
can do now.

[N FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN]

EXT. TORY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Tory stands on the steps, talking to Catherine.
CATHERI NE

Seens |ike the worse things get,
t he hi gher the nunbers go.

TORY
People are idiots.

CATHERI NE
Are they idiots for liking his
books?

TORY

They're idiots for |iking drana.
Personal drama. Real shit. They
woul dn't care if he was quiet and
| ai d back

CATHERI NE
Hs latest is sold out in
paper back. That has never happened.
Not for himor my other clients.

TORY
Congratul ations, | guess.
CATHERI NE

Have you read it?

TORY
No. But | mght. One day.
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I NT. TODD S HOUSE - NI GHT

Todd squints to see his phone screen. He can't and is forced
to use the voice feature.

TODD
(to voice assistant)
What do shrews eat?

VO CE ASSI STANT
Searching for 'What do shrews eat?

Todd goes outside, barefoot and with no socks. Hi s cell phone
rings while he is out. Todd cones back inside with a handful
of wet dirt.

Todd drops the dirt on his coffee table and pulls out a
coupl e of earthworns.

[QUT OF FI LM
I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase sits on the end of his seat, tapping his feet in a
nervous manner.

TORY
(0s)
|"mgoing to do it today.

DR. RONSON
(os)
How does it feel ?

TORY
(0s)
Terrible. But it has to be done
doesn't it?

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Are you going to his funeral?

TORY
(0s)
He asked to be crenmated so there
won't be one.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Well, if you're ready to let go,
then go do it.

Kase quickly wi pes tears fromhis eyes.
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[IN FILM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN]
EXT. BAR - DAY

Tory unl ocks his car door. Dawn wal ks by himand does a
doubl e t ake.

DAWN
You | ook tired.

TORY
Thank you.

DAWN
How s your dad?

TORY
Still here. 1'"'mgoing to see him
You want to cone?

DAWN
Seriously?

TORY
Yes.

[OQUT OF FI LM

I NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

Kase sits in his chair normally. He pushes his gl asses back
down onto his face.

The screen i s not shown.

DR. RONSON
(os)
VWhat's next?

TORY
(0s)
Cl eani ng the house out.

DR.  RONSON
(0s)
Not keeping it?

TORY
(0s)
"1l keep it. As a rental property.
He has sone crazy fans. Pretty sure
| can find one who would just |ove
to be in his space.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
Yi kes.
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TORY
(0s)
Yeah.

DR. RONSON
(0s)
When you feel up to it, you should
find sonmeone that you don't want to
flee from

TORY
Al ready did. Her name is Dawn.

Kase appl auds and fi st punps.
KASE
Pi np!
[N FI LM MOUSE ROOM FULL SCREEN]
| NT. TODD S HOUSE - SAME

Todd has covered his entire coffee table in dirt. He sits on
t he couch, squinting, trying to see his | aptop screen.

He sticks his fingers in his ears and closes his eyes. Todd
pounds on the sides of his head until the sound of cynbals
goes away.

There is a knock at the door. The door opens, as Tory has
been gi ven a new key.

Tory and Dawn enter the house. Dawn i s nervous. \Wen she
sees Todd, barefoot with his discolored | egs/feet show ng,
tears formin her eyes.

TODD
Hello. Who's this? Is that a girl?

Todd stands up and his |aptop crashes to the floor.

DAV
Hel l o, M. Ednondson. |I'm Dawn. |'m
a huge fan.

TODD
Oh. Good. |I'mworking on a new
book.

DAV

VWat's the dirt for?

TODD
Oh. Looking for sone worns.

Dawn | ooks at Tory for an explanation. He just stares at
Todd with pity.
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TORY
Dad?

TODD
Yes? Oh, |I'"'mdad now. | feel
i nportant.

TORY

Do you want to add anything to your
final requests?

TODD
No. |I'mgood. Good I am

Tory pulls Dawn out of the house by the hand.

TORY
Bye, dad.

TODD
Bye.

After Tory and Dawn | eave. Todd gets a hammer fromthe
ki tchen. He opens the hole in the wall back up and | eaves a
saucer full of earthworns on the floor by the hole.

[OUT OF FILM THE END|
| NT. AUDI TORI UM ZERO - SAME

There are no end credits. The |ights cone on. Kase junps up
fromhis seat and jogs down the steps, smling wde. The
screen goes black, then turns white.

Kase stops to watch the screen.

KASE
VWhat ?

On screen text reads: PLEASE EXIT TH S WAY. THE CAMERA | S
VAI TI NG

There is a large arrow on screen pointing to the right,
where there is an exit door.

KASE
Didn't even notice that door there.

| NT. REVI EW ROOM - SAME
Kase enters a small roomwith bare white walls. There is one

spinning chair in the room and a canera/tripod set up in
front of it.

On the chair is a single sheet of paper that reads: PRESS
REC and TELL US WHAT YOU THI NK
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KASE
Oh. | have to do a review Cool.

| NT. REVI EW ROOM - SANME
Kase hits 'REC on the canera and takes a seat.

KASE
Yo! What's good fol ks? |I' m Kase
Sandeford. The novie | saw was
call ed Mouse Room It's hard to
explain, but put sinply the main
character is the son of a witer
This witer Todd Ednondson has been
in a downward depressed spira
since his wife wal ked out on him
The main character Tory goes to
therapy to get his issues with his
parents resol ved because all the
enoti onal baggage was affecting his
personal |ife too nuch. | mean with
wonen. He just couldn't keep a woman
to save his |ife because he was a
kind of a bitch about all the
issues he had with his parents. |
can relate. Parents can be the best
and the absolute worst. | think
Tory was believable. It was kinda
sad watching himwatch his father
self-destruct. Spoiler alert: his
father does die. No one else wll
ever see this novie, so spoiling
doesn't really matter does it? I'l
do a nore detail ed review on ny
bl og. Just search for nmy nane and
you'll find it. | give it a solid
4.5 out of five stars. Peace!

t
|

| NT. BAKERSON HOUSE - SAME

Bianca is still in the foyer with no phone in hand. Kase
rejoins her (comng back fromthe basenent).

Bi anca opens the front door, exposing the crowd of paparazzi
agai n.

Bl ANCA
Congrats. You're fanmous now. Bye.

KASE
Bye, Lil Meanie.

Kase | eaves and Bi anca sl ans the door behind him Bianca
goes to the basenent and opens the door. The theater is
gone. There is nothing there, but a plain finished basenent
with a recliner and tabl etop projector.



Bi anca turns the Iight off and cl oses the door.
scrol ling marquee over the door goes bl ank.

THE END

The

31.
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