The Sky Bel ow



I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

It’s dark and hazy. Hard to nmake out what we are | ooking
at, but we hear faint whizzing sound.

Slowy, a strange shape begins form ng. JET ENG NE sound
gets increasingly |ouder.

It is clear now - it’s an EYE.

As the eye slowy fornms, we realise it is an eye tw nged
with fear as it stares directly at us.

Then, a calmVO CE that belies nortal fear

Al R STEWARDESS (O S)
| f you have a baby, please keep
your heads on the seat and hol d
your babies firmy. Check your
seat belts. Check if your tables
are retracted. W m ght | and
wi t hout notice, so please be
prepared... just in case..

Buzzi ng RADI O SOUND, followed by two crackling,
unenoti onal voices that seemto conme out of sone kind of
headset s.

We are still looking straight at the eye, trenbling and
frightened.

CAPTAIN (Q. 9)
Rai se nose. Mountai n, nountain.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN (Q'S)
Control to right. Raise nose. W
m ght hit the nountain.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN (0. S)
Max power, max power. Go, go, go.

FI RST OFFI CER ( Q. S)
Max power .

Suddenly, WARNI NG SOUNDS
The eye blinks and shakes a little.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Left turn now.

War ni ng sounds continue foll owed by nore chaotic noi ses.



FI RST OFFI CER (O S)
Not wor Ki ng.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
| ncrease power

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
[t’'s at maxi nrum

W slowy see both eyes and a NOSE, part of a FACE that is
in sheer terror. A TEAR forns at the corner of the eye.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Speed 220 knots. Don’t | ower
nose. It’s going down.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Rai se the nose! Raise the nose!

FI RST OFFICER (Q. S)
Unabl e, sir.

We see the full face now.
This is MN, 28 years old, female, staring straight at us,

frozen in fear. She closes her eyes and takes a deep
br eat h.

FI RST OFFI CER (O S)
Can | extend the flap?

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Not possi bl e.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Extend the alternate, | nean.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Yes.

FI RST OFFI CER (O S)
Fl ap extended with alternate.

War ni ng sounds. This sounds really serious now.
VWHOOP WHOOP WHOOP  WHOOP!
Pani c ensues.

The sound of WND hitting agai nst the plane is deafening
now. The wal | s begi n shaki ng uncontroll ably.

WHOOP WHOOP WHOOP WHOOP!



The top part of Mn's air-stewardess uniformcones into
sight. It’s gorgeous, and drenched with tears.

Her jaws are shaking. She opens her eyes, bites her |ips
and closes her eyes again, as if deep in prayer.

BOOM

The pl ane drops abruptly, and she’s thrown in the air,
restrained by the seat belt. Her face turns pale.

She breat hes hard, conposing herself.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Rai se t he nose.

WHOOP WHOOP WHOOP WHOOP! Hel pl essness fills the air.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Yes, it’'s raised.

CAPTAIN (O S)
Stop flap.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Yes, sir.

She cl oses her eyes. It’s unbearable.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Retract the flap.

FI RST OFFI CER (O S)
|"mretracting it.

Then the haunting, robotic sound of the Gound Proximty
War ni ng System (GPW5) ki cks in.

She wi nces her face as she endures the sound of the GPWS
She munble "Ch My God’ and shakes her head, alnost in
di sbelief this could be happeni ng.

GPWs (O 9)
Pul I up! Pull up!

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Rai se t he nose.

By now the Captain and First O ficer are scream ng. She
covers her ears to block the tornenting sound of the GPWS.

GPWs (O 9)
Pul'l up! Pull up!

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Power! Power!



GPWs (O 9)
Pul I up! Pull up!

Utter chaos. GPWS5 continues bl aring.

CAPTAIN (Q. S)
Power !

After what seens an eternity, the GPWS stops.

CAPTAIN (Q. 9)
Lower the nose.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Full control

CAPTAIN (O S)
Lower nose.

FI RST OFFI CER (O. S)
Good.

CAPTAIN (O. S)
Here we go.

FI RST OFFI CER (O S)
K.

M n opens her eyes and bli nks.

There is no nore life in there. Her face is white. She’s
conpl etely drained.

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
Full control now.

CAPTAIN (Q. 9)
Lower the nose.

FI RST OFFI CER ( Q. S)
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN (Q S)
Lower .

BOOM

The pl ane drops abruptly again. She hits her head agai nst
the headrest. It’s excruciating.

The GPWS kicks in again. That haunting GPWS agai n.

Stalling sound of the plane is heard. It's |ike the plane
st opped flying.



GPWs (O 9)
Terrai n ahead! Terrain ahead!
Pull up! Pull up!

CAPTAIN (Q. S)
Power !

Mn' s faces freezes.

Yelling. Screans fromthe PASSENGERS. The plane is in free
fall now.

GPWs (O S
Terrai n ahead! Terrain ahead!
Pull up! Pull up! Pull up!

CAPTAIN (O. S)
| ncr ease power!

GPWs (O 9)
Pul I up! Pull up! Pull up!

FI RST OFFICER (Q. S)
It’s hopel ess. Conme on, cone on.

CAPTAIN (O 9)
| ncrease power!

FI RST OFFI CER (Q. S)
| know, | know.

GPWs (O 9)
Pul | up! Pull up! Pull up!

This is it.

CAPTAIN (O S)
Everyone brace position. Brace!
Brace! Brace! Brace! Brace!

M n squeezes her face in agony, shaking her head in
di sbel i ef .

Cacophony of the scream ng pilots, the haunting voice of
the GAPS and the deafening sound of a stalling airplane
all conme together and reach a single point of sheer nental
angui sh.

FI RST OFFI CER (O. S)
Oh ny Cod.

GPWs (O 9)
Pul I up! Pull up! Pull up! Pul
up! Pull up! Pull up!
She withes hel plessly.

Sound of inpact. BOM



Sil ence and dark.
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
| NSERT: The day before.

A mddl e class honme. Not a bungal ow, but nore than decent.
The place is sparse, but honely.

On the wall are pictures of a very happy famly.
One photo shows a man and M n during their weddi ng.
Anot her shows a baby boy.

Anot her shows Mn in a plane - her first day at work,
smling, full of youth.

Anot her shows a man standing in front of a restaurant,
proud and confi dent.

Anot her shows the entire famly on a vacation, smling and
happy.

Sound of KEYS.
The door opens.

M n wal ks in, luggage in tow, dressed in flight attendant
uniform She is gorgeous, el egant and possesses no air.

M N
Robi n! Ma’s hone!

ROBIN, 5 years old, junps out. He's active and curious -
the kind who can’t sit still for a mnute - and he is
playing wwth a toy pl ane.

RCBI N
Ma!

M N
Have you been a good boy?

Robi n gives her a hug |like he has not seen her for days.

RCOBI N
Ma, this is your plane.

Robi n noves the plane in the air, sonmersaults and all

M N
Ch! No wonder. When Ma was in the
plane, | felt the whole plane

shaking. So it was youl!

Mn tickles Robin. He doesn't get it, but he |aughs.



ROBI N
When can | fly too? I want to
touch the clouds |ike you.

At the table top, LIM 35 year old nale, is deep in

t hought, poring over sone papers and frantically clicking
his calculator. Plain guy, mld, timd. Very unlike the
man in the picture, full of pride and confidence. He is
surrounded by boxes of chrysanthenmumtea.

A cursory nod to Mn. No eye contact.

She begins settling down and clearing the table. The whole
place is a nmess. She opens the fridge and stares at
sonet hi ng. Not too pl eased.

She takes out a FROZEN CHI CKEN and goes towards Lim

M N
Busy?

LI M
Uh- uh.

M N

So busy huh?

LI M
| mght be getting a big order.
Thirty kilograns. There's this
bi g weddi ng. Rich ki d.

Li m | ooks up and sees the frozen chicken.

LIM
Ah!

M n does not reply. It’s not the first tine.

LI M
Sorry, baby. | was... calculating
the sales figures. I, I, |
haven’t hit ny target.

She’s not angry. In fact, she sort of expected it.

LI M
Can we just oven it?

Robin, while busy playing with his toy plane, hears this
and interrupts.

ROBI N
Pa, the oven is spoilt.



M N
Robin. Can you tell your Pa to
fix the oven?

ROBI N
Pa, renmenmber to fix the oven

M N
And?

She points at the door with her eyebrows.
The wi nd bl ows and the door sw ngs.
ROBI N
And the door. Pa, renmenber to fix
t he door.

Li m nods his head ever so slightly.

She starts to whip up sonething sinple, since the frozen
chicken is of no use.

Awkward energy in the house.

Then, Limstops his work and stares at the door.

The door continues swi nging gently to and fro.

Lim |l ooks at Robin. There’'s a naughty twinkle in his eye.
He begins to gently ’push’ the door every time it sw ngs
open.

At first, it is inconspicuous.

Slowl y, Robin begins to notice his dad playing ganes, nuch
to his anusenent.

LI M
Look, Robin. Mgic.

Robi n abandons his toy plane and tries the sane thing. He
pushes the door.

But it does not work.

LI M
Pray. Ti - Gong.

Robi n cl oses his eyes, clasps his hands and prays to
Ti - Gong (God of Heaven).

LIM
Pray harder

Robi n pushes the door again. This tinme, it works!



LI M
Tol d you!

M n, who has been noticing this, plays along. She pushes
t he door too.

Then altogether, all three of them push the door together.
It swi ngs open!

Uncontrol l abl e laughter. It’s all good now. Limgives Mn
a ki ss.

LI M
Sorry.

M N
Know what, Robin? Ma’'s super power
is stronger than Pa’'s superpower.

RCBI N
How?

M N
Ma can fly. Can Pa fly?

ROBI N
No. But Ma can fly.

M N
So who’ s stronger?

Robi n points to Mn.

M N
Exact | y!
ROBI N
| want to fly too. | want to

touch the clouds |like you, M.
When are we going to N..

He doesn’t know how to pronounce it.

M N
N ..

RCBI N
N. .

M N
E. .

RCBI N



10.

M N
P..
ROBI N
PAL.
M N
And how to do you pronounce that?
ROBI N
N-e-p-a-1. When are we going to
Nepal ?
M N

Ask your Pa. In fact, ask himto
circle the date.

LI M
(realising)
Nepal .

Lim | ooks worried and stares at his pile of papers.

LIM
How many days agai n?

M N
Depends how fast we wal k.

Robi n takes a RED MARKER PEN and passed it to Lim
poi nting excitedly at the cal endar.

ROBI N
Pa, listen. Circle the date.

LI M
Fi ve days? Seven days? Ten days?

He gl ances at his chrysant hemum boxes. No reply fromMn
They’ ve di scussed this before.

LI M
| have to be around. If I’ m not
around, then the order be passed
to ny colleague. And he will get
the commi ssion. This is a big
order, Mn.

M N
There' s always a next big order,
baby.

LI M

It’s one nonth’s rent.
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M N
But Nepal - we nust go by Muy.

Mn waits for an answer. But no firm answer cones.

LIM

It’s been five years already?
M N

Yes, | promised I'll go back to

that tenple after five years

ROBI N
|’ m four years old.

M N
Yes, we know. W’'re going to
Nepal because you’'re going to be
five years ol d soon

ROBI N
s it for ny birthday?

Mn | ooks at Lim Limcontenplates deeply. Robin doesn’t
know what’s going on and rolls the marker pen to Lim

ROBI N
Pa, listen. Circle the date.

Limrolls the pen back to Robin.

LIM
Mn, let’s discuss this again,
OK? This big order. | can't
borrow noney agai n- -

Robin rolls the pen back to Lim Every thing is a gane for
this boy.

M N
Don’t stress yourself. You know
have free tickets. Airline
benefits.

LIM
W can’t go back to debt. W got
to nake sure we never - -

Limrolls the pen back to Robin.
ROBI N
Pa, |isten. Take the pen. Crcle
t he date.

She gently takes the red marker and puts it away.
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M N
Robin, go into Ma’s room There’'s
sonething I want to show you.
Wait for nme there ok?

ROBI N
VWhat's that?

M N
My super hero cost une!

ROBI N
You have a superhero costune too?

M N
What ? You think you' re the only
superhero here? | gave birth to
you, so |I’mthe nmummy superhero.
G inl Mawill come in a mnute.

Robi n runs in.

M n goes

M N
It’s April already. W have to
reach by the twentieth of Muy.
(Exactly)--

LIM
Exactly five years. Yes.

M N
That’'s (the prom se) --

LI M
The prom se you nade if you get
pregnant. Yes, yes.

M N
We nmust give thanks at the
tenple. Three of us. Al three of
us. Me, you, Robin.

nto the room but not before turning around.

M N
Pl us, since we now know t hat
there is a god that lives on a
mountain in Nepal, who answers
our prayers when wonen cannot get
pregnant, and that god gave us
Robin... maybe we can try for
Robi n nunber two?

She flashes a sexy smile and lifts her slit, but he's
unperturbed and continues staring at his work.
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LI M
| heard there’ s very little
oxygen there.
Di sappoi nted, she goes into the room
| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

M n opens her cupboard and takes out a gorgeous bl ack
dress and drapes it on her front.

M N
Robin, look. It’s Ma's superhero
uni form

ROBI N
Ma | ooks so pretty. Pa, cone and
see.

No reply.

ROBI N
Ma, |isten. You nmust wear this
every day.

M N
Vell, | got to wear other clothes
t 00.

ROBI N
Ma, listen. | have an idea. From

today onwards, this is your
favourite dress. OK?

M N
K, this is ny favourite dress.
And 1’1l hang it right here, ok?
My favourite dress.

Robin wants to hang it for her. He takes the black dress
and j unps.

Junp.
Junp.
Junp.

He’s too short. Mn takes it from himand hangs it behind
t he door.

DI NG DONG The door bell rings.

M n goes out.



14.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
She opens the door.

It’s ROBERT, 60 years old, pot-bellied and with a serious
ex-mlitary face that remains the sane in every situation
A man who scares everyone with his dom neering facade.

He’ s hol ding HONG HONG 8 years old, well-grooned, side
parting, a bit of a smarty pants, the type who is not
easily inpressed.

M N
Dad, so early?

ROBERT
Fishing trip. Got to go earlier
(to HONG HONG)
"1l pick you up by ten tonight
ok?

Hong Hong goes over to the toy area, like he owns it. He
knows his way around here.

Robert spots the frozen chicken.

ROBERT
Lunch?

M N
Yes, a sinple neal. But no
chi cken.

I NT. TOY AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Hong Hong sees Robin playing with his toy plane and runs
towards him eager not to mss out on any fun.

ROBI N
| tell you a secret. But you
cannot tell anyone.

HONG HONG
What ?
ROBI N
| have super powers.
HONG HONG
That’ s what you said the |ast
time too.
ROBI N

| can push the door from here. |
can push the door fromhere with
ny hands.
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HONG HONG
What do you nean?
ROBI N
| push like this. And the door
w | open.

He denonstrates the push.

HONG HONG
Wt hout touching the door?
ROBI N
Yes.
HONG HONG
| don’t believe you.
ROBI N
It’s true. | have superpowers.
Ask ny Pa.
HONG HONG

There is no such thing.

How dare he. Robin’ s annoyed.

ROBI N
It’s true.

HONG HONG
Liar, liar.

ROBI N

| did it before.

HONG HONG
Show ne.

He doesn’t care to inpress Hong Hong but he will do it,
just to prove himw ong.

He ' pushes’ the door from a distance.
Not hi ng happens.
He tries again.
Not hi ng happens.

Hong Hong | ooks at him skeptically and gives the
| -t ol d-you-so | ook.

Robin is confused, and wonders what’'s wong. He tries
agai n.

Not hi ng happens.
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HONG HONG
Just give up

Desperate to prove that he has superpowers, he gets nore
and nore worked up. Figuring that sitting down won't do
the trick, he stands up.

Wth full seriousness, he ’'pushes’ the door with all his
m ght. Not hi ng happens.

HONG HONG

| told you, you can’t do it.
ROBI N

| did it before.
HONG HONG

When?
ROBI N

Just now. | really did it.
HONG HONG

Then why can’t you do it again?

Robi n claps his palns together and prays to Ti-Gong (CGod
of Heaven).

ROBI N
Ti - Gong, pl ease.

He tries again. Wth all his mght.

But not hi ng happens. For a split second, he is unsure what
to do. Enbarrassed and confused, he |owers his head.

HONG HONG
Liar, liar.

Sul ki ng, Robin goes off to a corner.

He takes out his drawing kit and continues on a draw ng he
started earlier. It is a picture of a house, wth a

beauti ful garden, and a plane flying above.

Not wanting to |l et Robin get away so easily, Hong Hong
foll ows himannoyingly, and sits next to him He | ooks
hard at Robin’s drawi ng and sneers condescendi ngly.

HONG HONG
We don’t have chimmeys in
Mal aysi a.
He takes Robin’s drawi ng and erases the chi mey.

The chi mey sl ow y di sappears.
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Robin, still deflated, stares at his drawing, unwilling to
pr ot est .

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Over at the dinner table. Robert sits directly opposite
Lim facing himbut never |ooking at him

ROBERT
So, this nonth’s rent...

Limstares at M n, confused.

M N
Dad, |’ m supposed to pay you. |
was flying.

M n grabs her wallet, takes sone cash out and begins
counti ng.

ROBERT
Why are you payi ng?
LIM
(hel pl essly)
M N

My noney. Hi s noney. Sane thing.
Limis enbarrassed and tries to nman up.
LI M

|’ mthe one who pays every tine.
Only for this nonth--

ROBERT
And | ast nont h- -
M N
K, here, here. Eat before it’s

col d, Dad.
M n passes the noney to Robert.

Silence, but for a second, before Robert opens his nouth
agai n.

ROBERT
So you married this guy, and
you' ve to pay his rent too?

Lims face is red with enbarrassnent. Mn tries to stop
this right now.
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M N
Dad!

Limtries to take charge. He’'s not going to hide behind
his wife, but Robert is really scary.

LIM
No, | pay every nonth. Only this
mont h- -

ROBERT
And t he | ast - -

LI M
And, the last... Mn said she’l
handle it...

M N
And it’'s settled. Dad, end of
story.

She scoops nore food into Robert’s plate.

Sil ence. But for a second.

ROBERT

Told you to marry the other one.
M N

Dad!
ROBERT

What ?

Robert pushes the noney back to Mn.

ROBERT
No, |I’m not taking noney from ny
own daughter. One tinme, OK. Two
times, OK. Three tinmes? Too nuch.

She is frustrated. This is bl own out of proportion. Mn
pushes the noney back to Robert.

M N
Dad, don’t create trouble.
ROBERT
|’mnot creating trouble. Lim
will pay me when he has noney.

Robert pushes the noney back to Mn. Mn knows there is no
point arguing with her mlitary father.

LIM
Sure. OF course. For sure.



19.

Lim | ooks like he is about to crawl under the table.
Robert stares the chrysant hemum fl ower tea boxes.

ROBERT
You' re still doing that Chinese
tea sal es thing?

LI M
Chrysant hemum t ea.

ROBERT
Try pu er or ti guan yin. Better
mar gi ns.

Robert finishes his food like a mlitary man, stands up
and wal ks to the door. He | ooks at Limdirectly. The first
ti me today.

ROBERT
Chrysanthemum i s cheap tea.

M N
Dad.

Robert goes to the door and Mn hurries after him

At the door, he stands upright, not sure if he should hug
hi s daughter.

ROBERT
| have to buy sone new cl ot hes.
When are you free--

M N
(teasing)
Yes, | will go with you...

shoppi ng.

Sanme stern face, except for a barely discernible upward
curve at the side of his tight |ips.

M n ki sses her dad, who turns away a little, grunting his
di spl easure at this expression of enotions.

EXT. PORCH - DAY

M n goes to Robin and spots himsitting alone in the
por ch.

M N
What’ s up, Supernman?

ROBI N
| tried to push the door. But it
didn’t work. Hong Hong doesn’t
believe me. Can you tell himit
wor ked j ust now?
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M N
Well, you don’t have to care what
he t hi nks.

ROBI N
Can you tell himl did it just
now?

M N

VWho cares what he thinks?
A RED BUTTERFLY | ands on Robi n’s hand.

He wants to swat it away, and |ooks at Mn for perm ssion.

M N
Renmenber what | told you?
ROBI N
Yes.
M N
What ?
ROBI N

Peopl e die and they are born
agai n as insects.

M N
Sonet hing |ike that.

ROBI N
Peopl e die, and then they are
born again as insects. If you're
good, you are born as a beauti ful
butterfly.

M N
And if you' re bad?

ROBI N
You becone a cockroach.

Laught er.
The butterfly flies away and the sun slowy sets.
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The next norning. Robin opens the door and conmes out from
hi s bedroom

The house is quiet and no one else is up.

He opens the door and goes over to the cal endar hangi ng on
the wall. He rubs his eyes and stares at it.
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M n's FLI GHT DATES are marked red on the cal endar. He
pl aces his finger on the calendar and traces to the date
t oday.

It is marked red.

He runs to his parent’s room and opens the door.

| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Robin tries to wake Mn up. Limis snoring, in deep sleep.

RCOBI N
Ma, you’' re working today.

M n opens her eyes and yawns.

ROBI N
Ma, listen. Wake up.

He pokes her and hi des under the bed. She stretches her
hand and pretends she cannot find him

He’s on the floor, avoiding Mn’s hand, giggling
uncontrol | ably.

ROBI N
You cannot find ne!

He pokes her again and hi des under the bed again. She
pretends again to find him It’s their norning ritual.

ROBI N
You cannot find ne!

M N
(catching him
Boo!

Robi n screans in delight. Everyone is awake now.
M n gets out of bed and playfully chases after him

ROBI N
Ma, you cannot catch ne.

He runs out of the room chuckling gleefully.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Robi n hi des behind the curtain. He can barely contain his
excitenent. Follow ng himfrom behi nd, she nakes nonster
gestures.

M N
(nonster voi ce)
Where is ny Bin? | can’t find
hi m
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M n cones close to the curtain. She pretends to wal k past
it. Robin is trenbling with excitenent.

Suddenly she pulls the curtain and catches Robi n!
He screans!

M N
K, Ma needs to get ready.

But he’s just getting started.

He spots Lim who is already sitting at the dining table
wor ki ng.

He bugs Limto continue playing. He hides behind the
curtains and pesters Limto find him

ROBI N
(behi nd the curtain)
Pa, cone find ne. Pa?

Li mdoesn’'t care. M n begins naking a sinple sandw ch.

M N
Robin, I am going to work soon

Robi n runs and points at the cal endar.

ROBI N
Ma is working today. And then
rest. And then work, work, work.
And then rest. \When are we going
to Nepal ?

She doesn’t answer, and gl ances at Lim

M N
Robi n, breakf ast.

Fat her and son sit the their place at the breakfast table,
while Mn goes in and out of the roomgetting ready for
wor K.

Robi n takes the red marker pen again and waves, trying to
get dad’s attention. But dad is focused on his work,
m ndl essly eating his breakfast.

ROBI N
Pa, quick circle the date.
Pl ease, please, please. Circle
t he date.

LIM
Eat your breakfast, Robin.

M n conmes out dressed in air stewardess costune for work.



23.

M N
Bye, Bin!

ROBI N
Bye, M.

M N

Be a good boy. Love you.

ROBI N
Ma, | want to fly like you. |
want to touch the clouds.

M n points at the cal endar, hinting he should ask dad to
circle the dates. Robin giggles. It’s their little secret.

M n ki sses Limon the cheek.

M N
Bye, baby.

He gives an obligatory bye, eye still on work. She’s
annoyed, and claps her hand to get Lims attention.

He realises he is neglecting his wfe.

LI M
Where are you flying off to,
baby?
M N
London.
ROBI N
Ma, where is London?
M N
It’s very far
LI M
How many days?
M N
Just 6 days.

Lim | ooks at his work again, while Mn kisses himon his
head.

M n takes her |uggage and goes out the door.

The sound of the wheels of the |luggage bag slowy fades
away.
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

On the table, a giant pile of chrysanthemum fl owers. Lim
and Robin are busy sorting theminto small piles to be
packed.

News on TV plays in the background. REPORTER s soft voice
perneates the air.

REPCORTER ( Q. S)

.. plane is believed to be
a schedul ed i nternati onal
passenger flight from Kual a
Lunpur to London. The Boeing 777
airliner |ost contact about 50 km
fromthe border of India and
t here has been no conmmuni cati on
for the past 3 hours. There is
little that we know at this
nonent . . .

RCBI N
Hong Hong says we have no
chi meys in Ml aysi a.

LIM
Vell, he's right.

Robi n grabs a handful of chrysanthenum fl owers.

LI M
A bit nore. Show ne your hands.
Your hands are small. So, two
hands. OK? Me one hand, you two

hands.

He denonstrates grabbing two handfuls as his eye catches
t he news.

Robi n, half hel ping but nostly nore interested in his
drawi ng, drops sone flowers on the floor.

LIM
Don’t drop the flowers.

Li m pauses for a while, as he tries to make sense of the
news.

Something is wong. It is not clear what, as he gazes
t houghtl essly at the TV.

They conti nue packi ng.

He strains his ears to hear the news, while Robin bugs him
i ncessantly.
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ROBI N
Pa, listen. Can | have a chi mey
in the house?

The HANDPHONE rings. Limpicks it up.

LI M
Sorry, wrong nunber.

He puts his phone down.

Hi s eyes switches to the TV once nore. It slowy dawns on
Limas he turns the volune up

The handphone rings again, but this tine he does not hear
the vibrating sound; the ringing is drowned by the | oud
news.

He is now conpletely caught with the news, staring at the
screen with two handfuls of chrysant henum fl owers.

ROBI N
Pa, not so nuch. You one hand, ne
two hands.

Robin takes Lins right hand and shakes off the
chrysant hemum fl owers back into the box.

Then, Limears perk up and he snaps out of this stupor.
It’s the handphone agai n.

Irritated, he lets it ring for a while before picking up
agai n.

It is clear nowto Lim He blinks.

News shows a pl ane has crashed. The news ticker reads:
"London-bound pl ane crashes in India."

LIM
Robi n, where did Ma says she’'s
flying to?

ROBI N

| don’t renenber.

Limfinally picks up the phone with his left hand; right
hand still hol ding chrysanthemum He presses the phone
hard to his ears with his shoul der, as he struggles to
also listen to the TV at the sane tinme, with his left hand
turning the vol une up

LIM
Hel | 0. Yes? Say that again? |
can’t hear you.

Hi s face turns pale.
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Robin clings on to Limand continues to pester Lim as Lim
j uggl es the phone, the chrystanthemum the renote contro
and Robin at the sane tine.

ROBI N
Pa, listen. Can | have a chi mey
in the house? Can | have a
chimey in the house? Can | have
a chimey in the house?

The cacophony of sounds - the loud TV, the shouting on the
phone, Robin’s incessant pestering - all culmnate into
one gi ant confusion.

He sl unps down, dropping all the chrysanthenmum on the
fl oor.

Utter devastation.

ROBI N
Pa, you dropped the flowers.

It is all clear to himnow H's eyes dart around, between
the TV, the cal endar, Robin.

LI M
(rmunbl i ng i ncoherently)
Robi n, where did Ma say she’s
flying to? Mn, that’s not you
right? That’s not you. Not your
pl ane. Robin, where did Ma say
she’s flying to?

Robi n shrugs.

He starts texting and calling, but throws down his phone
repeatedly in a daze.

Robin starts draw ng, oblivious to what just happened.
Slowy, Limfaces Robin.

LIM
Robi n. . .

The boy is too engrossed with his drawi ng. He takes his
pencil and draws a chimey. It’s a pivotal nonent for him

ROBI N
| have decided | will have a
chi mey.
Lim still incoherent, staggers to the cal endar, not

knowi ng why, but could only stare at it.

Robin sees Limat the calendar. Pa is finally going to
circle the date for Nepal!
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He runs over, takes the red marker and passes the red
marker to Limexcitedly.

ROBI N
Pa, are you going to circle the
date? Quick circle the date.
Pl ease, please, please. Circle
t he date.

Limis jolted fromhis daze. He slowy waps his arns
around Robin's tiny little frane.

Robin is not getting a response he wants. He suspects that
the trip mght not happen after all. As always, Pa has to
be a spoil sport.

ROBI N
(di sappoi nt ed)
Wen are we going to the Nepal ?

LIM
Nepal ? W mi ght need to go |ater.

Limfreezes and | ooks straight to Robin. That | ook of
di sappoi nt nent .

He could not let his boy down. In his head, a mllion
t hought s.

LI M
Yes, of course we are going.
W' re going for sure.

ROBI N
Yeay!

LI M
Yes, we will go up a nountain.
And Pa will carry you to touch
t he cl ouds.

ROBI N

| want Pa and Ma to carry ne at
t he sane tine.

He is crushed by Robin hopeful stare. It felt like a giant
bolt of electricity.

LIM
What ever happens, we will go to
the Nepal. Me, you and M.

ROBI N
Carry nme! Carry ne!

Limcarries Robin on his back. Robin is holding the pen.
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Can | choose the date?

LI M
You choose the dat el

ROBI N
| choose? X!

Robin circles the date in red - a big, proud, giant

circle - on the twelfth of My.

Limforces a snmle, even as his heart is shattered.

ROBI N
| prayed to Ti-Gong that you wll
circle the date.

LI M
That’'s great. Ti-Gong answers al
your prayers.

ROBI N
| also prayed that he will make
t he door open, but Ti-Gong didn't
[isten.

LIM
Pray harder

LimMs mnd is anywhere but here.

ROBI N
It doesn’t work.

28.

red

Limclasps his hands and prays to Ti-GCGong. Indifferent.

Just going through the notion.
LI M
You don’t believe nme? Let ne show
you. Ti-Gong, open the door.
Then, he ’'pushes’ the door.
It opens! Ti-CGong really answers prayers!

LI M
See?

Robi n cl asps his hands.

ROBI N
Ti - Gong, pl ease open the door!

He ' pushes’ the door.

It opens!
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ROBI N
| will show Hong Hong. Now, he
will believe ne.

Robin runs into his room but suddenly stops and turns to
Li m

ROBI N
| remenber now, Pa.
(beat)
London.

O f he runs.

Limstares into space; his entire world has coll apsed.
He wanders around the house, unsure what to do or who to
call.

Tears roll down his eyes as he feels his legs turn soft.

He stares at the calendar, at the red circle - the day
they will go to Nepal.

It will be exactly 8 days from today.

EXT. HOSPI TAL MORTUARY - DAY

A sign above: MORTUARY

Li m spots a car

It is AUNTY CHIN. She’'s 60 years old, winkled, with a
kind notherly face and a gentle wi se voice that hide a

m schi evous side. She has an inhaler, and breathing hard.

Li m knocks on the door. Aunty Chin is startled and puts
away her inhaler.

Li m opens the car at the sane tine Aunty Chin unl ocks the
door. At the exact nonent, both are trying to get the car
door open at the sane tine.

The door gets stuck. It’'s a really old car.

She signals himto | et go, so she could unlock the door
properly.

The door opens.

Limgets in. Robin, carrying his toy plane, hops into the
back.

AUNTY CHI N
Hi .
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LIM
H . Robin, say hi to Aunty Chin.

ROBI N
H, Aunty Chin.

LIM
Thanks for driving.

AUNTY CHI N
Oh ny God. So shocki ng.

LIM
Just go around the corner. The
undertakers... | told the
undertakers... to wait for us
t here.

AUNTY CH N
Sur e.

The car noves a little, but dies.

Aunty Chin lets out a frustrated sigh. She restarts the
engi ne.

| gni tion sound.
It doesn’t work.

AUNTY CHI N
ad car.

I gnition sound. Straining.

Limis unbelievably calm Aunty Chin eyes himwhile
desperately trying to get the car noving.

I gnition sound. Straining hard.
LI M
The body parts... they tried to
coll ect as many body parts as
possi bl e. ..

I gni ti on sound. Long one.

LI M
...we are very lucky, we are very
lucky, Mnis in one... she’s,

she’'s, she’s intact. ..
Ignition sound. A very |ong one.

LI M
... because apparently right, for
others, many of themthe nortuary
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_ LIM
sai d, they have, they have
m ssi ng. .

| gni ti on sound.
He bursts into tears.
VROOM The engi ne suddenly starts again.

AUNTY CHI N
It’s ok. Don’t explain, Lim

Limtries his best to control his enmotion in front of
Robi n.

Silence in the car, except for the sound of the engine
struggling to work.

EXT. PORCH AT HOME - DAY
The car stops. They have arrived.
The undertakers, follow ng them stops too.

Limgets down and signals to the undertakers to bring the
coffin out.

Robin runs around with this toy plane, unaware it’'s his
not her’ s funeral .

LI M

How do | tell hinf
AUNTY CHI N

He will never understand.
LI M

Aunty Chin, the rituals... you'l
have to advice ne on the rituals.
| want to nake sure all the
rituals are done properly for

M n.

AUNTY CHI N
Just because |I'mold, | know all
the ancient ritual s?

Li m chuckl es. Bad j oke.

AUNTY CHI N
But yes I'll try to ask ny
friends. Those who are still

alive.

The place is already set up. An enpty stand awaits the
cof fin.
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A white cloth is hung over the nain gate and a gong is
pl aced on the right side.

Mn's picture is placed at the foot of where the coffin
wll be. It’s her smling - full of youth and rigour.

A few MOURNERS trickle in one by one to confort Lim
Hushed words and quiet sobs fill the air.

Robin is playing with his toy plane and is oblivious to
the entire situation.

Four UNDERTAKERS begi n noving the coffin out. The
mourners turn and face 180 degrees away until the coffin
is put on the stand.

AUNTY CHI N
Turn around. Bad luck to face the
body.

Worried that Robin mght catch a glinpse of the coffin,
Limturns Robin around and tries to distract him by
imtating Mn. He re-enacts Robin's earlier hide and seek
ganme by pushing Robin behind the curtain.

LI M
Robin. Psssst. Ma is back. Let’s
hide. Don’t let her find you!
(rmonster voice)
Where is ny Bin? | can't find
hi m

Robin gets it.

He hi des behind the curtain excitedly. Limcontinues his
nonster voice as he eyes the coffin being carried to be
put on the stand.

LI M
Don’t cone out, ok? Hide! Mais
| ooking for you! Ma is going to
catch you
(nonster voice)
Where is ny Bin? | can’'t find
hi m

Robi n is now behind the curtains, barely breathing.

Over at the porch. A small commotion. The coffin is too
big for the stands. There is a small quarrel as the four
undertakers try to solve the problem

BURLY UNDERTAKER
W den the | egs.

BALD UNDERTAKER wi dens the |egs of the stand, and they try
agai n.
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It doesn’t work. They strain to carry the coffin.

BURLY UNDERTAKER
Wden it a bit nore.

The | egs are spread w der.

At last, the coffinis finally properly fixed. A sigh of
relief fills the air. The little drama i s over.

Mour ners begi n hugging Lim He has forgotten about Robin.
Robin, still hiding in the curtain, decides to cone out.
He wonders where Limis and heads straight to the coffin.
Li m spots Robin and rushes to him

LI M
Robin! Ma... is very tired... and
she’s just resting. Let’s not...
di sturb her ok?

ROBI N
Mo is in there?

LI M
She’ s sl eepi ng.

ROBI N
Wiy is Ma al ways sl eepi ng?
(to the coffin)
K. Good night, M.

Limwal ks away a little, waiting for Robin to foll ow him
and catches the boy whispering to the coffin.

ROBI N
Ma, we are going to Nepal soon.
Pa circled the date al ready.

[t’s their little secret.

A BESPECTACLED MAN cones in to pay his respect. Robin runs
around with this toy plane.

LI M
Robi n, come here. W have a job
to do.

ROBI N
What | ob?

LIM

You see all these people? They,
t hey, they know we’re going to
Nepal . They have cone to say
goodbye to us.
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(beat)
Goodbye, everyone!

ROBI N
Goodbye! Don’t m ss us!

The bespectacl ed man bows at the coffin and lights a joss
stick. As a sign of respect, Limkneels next the coffin
and bow to nourners who cone and visit.

LI M
They will bow to us. Then, we bow
to them Got it?

The bespectacl ed man bows to them Limreturns the bow,
pressi ng Robin’s head down.

LI M
(to BESPECTACLED MAN)
Thank you for com ng.

A SOBBI NG COUPLE lights a joss stick, and bows to Limand
Robi n. They return the bow.

Foll owed by a FAM LY OF THREE. Again, they return the bow.

Then, an OLD LADY, noving really slowy. She |lights the
joss stick. It’s taking forever.

ROBI N
| m bor ed.

LI M
Stand here for a while, OK? They
have conme all the way to say good
bye to us!

RCBI' N
X

But when a EMOTI ONAL MOURNER cones to greet Lim and hugs
himtightly, Robin spots an opportunity to escape.

He runs off. Before Limcould catch him he is already
of f.

CRASH

A joss stick pot crashes on the floor. He has clipped the
pot with his arns.

Joss stick ash is all over the floor. Every single pair of
eyes is on the floor.

Robin is in deep shock. He is in big trouble and stares at
Pa.

To his surprise, Limgives hima smle.
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Li mt akes sone ash and snears Robin’'s face with it. Robin
| aughs.

LI M
Go finish your draw ng.

Robin runs off to get his draw ng and pl onks hinself
quietly at the corner in the living room at his usual
spot .

Then, a dark shadow hovers over above.

|t'’s Robert. Sanme stern face, no visible enptions, but we
spot red, teary eyes.

Behind himis Hong Hong, bored as hell, wi shing he’'s
anywhere el se but here.

He squints his eyes and studies the drawing intently.

ROBERT
Drawi ng a picture, huh?
ROBI N
Yes, Ah Gong.
ROBERT
You can burn it for Ma |later. She
will receive it.

Robi n doesn’t get it.

ROBERT
Ma is up there now Up there, are
no bad people. No need to draw a
fence.

HONG HONG
(gl anci ng over)
No chi mey t oo.

Hong Hong grabs the drawi ng and erases the chi mey.

Robin stares at this silently, conpletely annoyed. Did

Hong Hong just erase the chimey the second tinme? But he

does not dare protest. He's very of scared of Robert.

They | eave, as quietly as they cane.

Robin runs back to Lim who is greeting nore nourners.
ROBI N

Pa, Hong Hong erased ny chi mey
agai n.
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LI M
Then, just draw it again.

ROBI N
Ah Gong and Hong Hong said there
is no need to draw a fence. But |
want a fence. | want a chi mey
and a fence.

LI M
You can have both. Don't |isten
to them

As Robin is about to | eave, he suddenly turns around.

ROBI N
How cone Hong Hong says Ma is up
there? Ma is sleeping.

LI M
Don’t tell anyone ok? Your cousin
is stupid!

They laugh at their little secret insult. Robin turns
around to | eave.

But, suddenly, he turns around again.

ROBI N
| know what Hong Hong neans.

Limfreezes. Does Robin know?

ROBI N
(whi spering very softly)
Hong Hong thinks Ma is up
there. But he doesn’'t know - M
is not working today!

Phew.

LI M
Exactly! Your cousin is so
st upi d!

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

The day has ended, and nourners have gone hone after the
first night’s wake.

Limand Aunty Chin are at the living room finally having
sone time to breathe.

AUNTY CHI N
| can’t believe this. She's
turning 28 next nonth?
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AUNTY CHI N
Not 287
He’' s not sure.
AUNTY CHI N
| knew her since she was Robin’s

age.
Robi n appears with his draw ng.

LI M
Are you still angry with your
cousi n?

ROBI N
Yes, very angry.

AUNTY CHI N
Hong Hong? Why?

LI M
Ki ds.

Limgoes into his room

AUNTY CHI N
Hey, Robin. Let ne teach you a
met hod. Are you very angry?

ROBI N
Yes.

AUNTY CHI N
How angry? One to ten. Ten is
very, very, very angry.

ROBI N
Ten.

AUNTY CHI N
Renmenber this rule. You cannot go
to sleep if you're angry with
soneone. You nust forgive that
person. As long as you don’t
forgive, you cannot sl eep.

ROBI N
VWhat if I’ m sl eepy?

Li m pops his head out.
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LIM
|’mpretty sure she’s turning 29.

Aunty Chin nods. He goes back in.

ROBI N
VWhat if |’ m sl eepy?

AUNTY CHI N
Then you just have to forgive.
Then you can go to sl eep.

Robin tries to digest this piece of philosophy.
EXT. PORCH AT HOME - DAY

The next day. Robin is helping Limfold gold paper for
of f eri ng.

LI M
Fold themexactly like this.

ROBI N
Wiy are we folding this?

LIM
So we can burn them Do you want
to burn then?

ROBI N
Yes!

They continue folding. Robin struggles to follow his
father as nmuch as he can.

Hong Hong wal ks past them eyeing Robin, wondering what
fun Robin is having w thout him

Li m spots Hong Hong and squints his eyes.
LI M
Robi n, what’s that on Hong Hong’'s
face?
There’s a giant streak of ash on Hong Hong' s forehead.
Robi n shows Limhis fingers, sneared with joss stick ash.
LI M
(nmock horror)
You can’t do that to your cousin!

ROBI N
Just ki ddi ng.

They fist bunp.
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Aunty Chin appears and puts a stack of old newspaper down.
She | ooks at Limand gestures quietly to the mrror near
t he door.

He knows what to do.

LI M
| need your help, Robin. | need
you to help nme cover all the
mrrors wth newspaper

ROBI N
Wy ?

He pauses, struggling to think of an answer.

LI M
So that Hong Hong cannot see his
face, of course! What if he finds
out you put ash on his face? He
will kill you!!

Robi n | eaps up, grasping the high stakes.
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Robin is holding a cell ophane tape and tears a big chuck
out .

LI M
No, just tear a small piece. Like
this. And pass it to ne.

Robin tears a snmall piece of the cell ophane tape and
passes it to Lim Limsticks newspaper on the |iving room
mrror.

Hong Hong passes them agai n, eyei ng Robi n, wonderi ng what
fun he is having w thout him

LI M
Faster!

Robi n plays along with utnost excitenent. He doubles his
speed, tearing cellophane tape with energy.

They nove to the next mrror near the dining table.
Cccasionally, Robin would try to stick the paper hinself,
with Limlifting him

QUI CK CUT TGO
Mrror at Mn's bedroom Newspaper all over.

QUI CK CUT TGO

Mrror at Robin’ s bedroom Newspaper all over.
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QUI CK CUT TO
Mrror at the bathroom Newspaper all over.

At |ast, they are done with covering all the mrrors with
newspaper.

LIM
Good j ob.

ROBI N
Good j ob.

LI M
How s your draw ng?

ROBI N
|”ve finished drawing it already.
It’s there.
Limdidn't get what Robin neans by 'there’. He | ooks
around and spots a drawi ng stuck on top of newspaper on a
mrror at the bathroom
He i nches towards the bathroom

Sonet hi ng does not | ook right. He goes closer. It’s
Robi n’ s draw ng.

A house. Wth a damm chi mey.
Li m qui ckly unsticks the top two corners to bring it down.
LI M
| don’t think you want to Hong
Hong to see this.
He turns around and spots Hong Hong eyei ng them
Too | ate.
In one swift nove, he flips the drawi ng around and sticks
in back on the mrror. We can now only see the back of
the drawing - plain white paper.
They are safe. For now.
EXT. PORCH AT HOMVE - DAY

Some nourners are heard crying and sobbing. They are
friends of Mn.

ROBI N
Pa, why are they crying?
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LIM
They are sad.

ROBI N
Wiy are they sad?

LI M
Because we’'re going to the Nepal.
They are going to mss us. They
are going to mss M.
Robin yells at a CRYlI NG MOURNER

ROBI N
Don’t worry. Ma will cone back

Crying Mourner |ooks at Lim
Li m shrugs.
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Hong Hong suspects sonet hing. Curious about the picture,
he takes it out.

To his annoyance, he spots the chimey. How dare Robin
draw a chi mey agai n.

He runs to Robert with the draw ng.

HONG HONG
Look, Gong Gong. Robin drew a
chimey. | keep telling himthere

is no such thing here. But he
woul dn’t |isten.

Robert takes the drawi ng and | ooks at it.

ROBERT
What an ugly house. Even after
she’s dead, she has to live in an
ugly house.

EXT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The next nmorning. Limis already up and about

early, cleaning the living room- the first tine in his
life.

Robin, still half asleep, comes out and goes to the
cal endar again and traces today’'s date.

Ma i s working today.
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| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

He goes to the bedroomand tries to find Mn.

not there.

Suddenly, he renenbers: Mn is asleep outside.

outside to the porch.
EXT. PORCH AT HOMVE - CONTI NUQUS

There she is.

42.

But she is

He runs

Too short to see his nother through the mrror, he knocks

on the coffin.
BAM BAM BAM
Mum i s not waking up.
BAM BAM BAM
ROBI N

Ma, wake up. You' re working

t oday.

He squats down on the floor and starts his bedside hide

and seek gane - their norning ritual.

ROBI N

You cannot find ne! You cannot

find ne!
BAM BAM Squat .
BAM BAM Squat .

Lim inside, hears the commpti on and rushes over and

pul I s Robi n away.

LI M

Hey Robin, conme with Pa. Ma is

not wor ki ng today.

Don’t worry. Don’t disturb M.

He pulls Robin away. But the boy thinks his dad doesn’'t

get it.
ROBI N

Pa, listen. Ma is working today.

Look t he cal endar.

LIM

| know, | know. But today is a
speci al day. Ma is not worKking.

A coupl e of nourners are comng in already. Tine to

di stract Robin.
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See all these people?
ROBI N
Yes.
LIM
You know what they’re doing here?
ROBI N
What ?
LIM
They are here to give us noney.
(beat)

They are here to give us
noney to go to Nepal

Robi n | ooks at him puzzled.

ROBI N
Real | y?
LI M
Yes. I'mgoing to give you a very

i nportant job. OK?

RCBI N
X

He | eads Robin to a table where the noney box is.

LI M
You sit here. Your job is
to collect noney. Al these
people, they will put noney in a
white envel ope. Just like this
one.

ROBI N
X

LI M
Just say thank you. Ask them
to wite their name here. And
t hen give them each a piece
of red thread. OK?

RCBI N
K

LI M
Are you sure you know what to do?

ROBI N
Yes. Take the white envel ope.
Wite the nane here.

43.
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LI M
Red t hr ead.
ROBI N
G ve thema red thread.
LIM
Pa has to make a call. So, you

sit here and do that ok? It’s an
i nportant job. Qtherw se, we wll
have no noney to go to Nepal

Robi n nods, feeling the weight of this heavy
responsibility.

He waits for noney to conme, and he didn’t need to wait
| ong.

Seeing the boy is well distracted, Limwalks away to nake
a phone call.

An ELDERLY MAN and ELDERLY WOMAN i nch towards the tabl e,
staring at the kid.

ELDERLY MAN
Her e.

EDLERLY WOVAN
(whi spering to ELDERLY MAN)
This is her boy. Looks nore I|ike
the nother than the father.

ROBI N
Are you giving us noney?

Ankwar d nmonent. Awkward smi | es.

They drop a white envel ope into the box. Robin pushes a
red thread to each of them

Over there, Limis on the phone, worried | ook on his face,
whi | e eyei ng Robin. Deep, serious discussion.

LI M
Yes, boss. Yes, | know they want
to order. But you know, ny
wfe... yes, soit’ll be hard for

me to deliver such a big order
s it possible...

Then, a TEENAGE BOY approaches the table.

TEENAGE BOY
Hi , Robi n.
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ROBI N
Are you here to give us noney
al so?

TEENACGE BOY
(baffl ed)
Yes, yes. Fromny famly.

ROBI N
Pl ease tell your famly we
won’t spend all your noney.

Over there: serious discussion gets nore serious.

LI M
No, no, | can deliver it. Just
maybe two days later. O three
days. | need to be around, yes, |
know you nmean well. Yes,
busi ness... business is business.
| wll explain to them You don’'t
have to explain to them | wll
explain to them.

An OLD WOMAN approaches the table. She pauses, and hands
Robi n a white envel ope.

Robi n proceeds to nonchal antly open the envel ope in front
of her. The old woman is nortified.

That’'s a | ot of noney. Robin separates the cash and gives
hal f back to the old wonman.

ROBI N
We don’t need that nuch, Aunty.

The ol d woman turns red. She pushes it back to Robin.

OLD WOVAN
No, no. It’s ok. | know your
not her wel | .

Robi n pushes it back to her, insisting.
Over there:

LI M
s there no way | can take the
order? | nean, boss you know I
wor ked hard for it. How about
Weng delivers the order, but the
comm ssion we split half, if Wng
doesn’t mnd... | nean, | did
nost of the work anyway. ..

Li m has seen the commotion, and tries to stop the pushing
whi | e si nul taneously covering his phone nout hpi ece.
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LI M
(to OLD WOVAN)

Sorry, sorry, sorry, sorry.
(to RCBIN)

Say thank you, Robin.

The ol d woman wal ks away enbarrassed.

LI M
Hel | 0? Boss?

Boss has hung up.

ROBI N
Pa, so nuch noney. W are rich.

Limis stunned, devastated at the loss of his big
chrysant hemmum or der .

LIM
(mur muri ng)
No... we are not.

Before realising Robin is tal king about the offering
noney.

LIM
Oh yes, yes, we are rich

Aunty Chin pops out fromthe |living room

AUNTY CHI N
Time to put the clothes into the
coffin. You know why right?

LI M
Yes, cremate with her favourite
cl ot hes.

Limstares into the abyss, before realising the matter at
hand: to continue the gane of distracting Robin.

LIM
Hey! Robin. We're going to help
Ma pack for the trip. Want to
cone?

ROBI N
Yes! Yes! Yes!

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
In the bedroom

Lim Robin and Aunty Chin stare at the wardrobe.
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LI M
Mo is a bit tired, so we have to
hel p her pack, OK? Can you help
me bring out her clothes?

Li m opens t he wardrobe door.

It is extrenely neat, col our-coded, and well-organi zed.
It’s an unfam |iar sight. He has never even opened this
si de of the wardrobe before.

LI M
What do you think Ma woul d
want to wear?

Robi n, 1 ess hel pful than he should be, begins junping
and touching the clothes.

Limruns his finger through the row femal e clothes. A dude
like him he has no clue what clothes to pick.

Limspots a photo al bumat the bottom He opens it. It’s
M n’s chil dhood pictures. She was quite a wild chick back
t hen.

There’s a picture of her in a goth costune.
Anot her one in a cospl ay.

And another with some crazy purple hair.
One in a rock concert.

Anot her of her in a bikini in a pool holding a beer. Peace
sign, arched body, sexy back.

Robi n junps on the bed and keeps hinself busy by rolling
around.

LI M
Look. M n. When she was younger.

Aunty Chin flips through the al bum

AUNTY CHI N
Yes, this was her. She had
sonme wild years.

LIM
Wien | net her, | guess she has
out grown t hat phase. She was such
a serious person.

AUNTY CHI N
(whi speri ng)
She was a hot chick back
then. Let’s just say, a lot of
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AUNTY CHI N
boys wanted to get into her
pants.
LI M
Aunty Chi n!
AUNTY CHI N
| " m her best friend. She tells ne
ever yt hi ng.

Andy continues flipping through the al bum while Aunty

Chin pulls out Mn's cl ot hes,

Pi cture of Robert, younger

peering over to the al bum

but sane stern face.

AUNTY CHI N
Mlitary father, this Robert. You
can i nmagine growing up as a
t eenager in such a strict
famly... yeah, this is Robert,
sane serious face... her house
was |ike an arny nmess... this is

(pulling out a red G string)

her house.
No?

LIM
Aunty Chin!

AUNTY CH

Crazy discipline.
had no fun.

Li m continues flipping the al

LI M
Vel |,

N

That poor girl

bum

she was a totally

di fferent person when we net.
Al ways tal ki ng about wanting a

baby.
AUNTY CH

N

She would go to Toys R Us and

start picking out toys,

Tear in his eyes.

AUNTY CH

ri ght?

N

She was always in a hurry to have
her own famly. Too inpul sive.

This young girl.

This is too nuch. He chokes.

Sni ffl es.

Tears run down freely.
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LIM
Fi ve years ago, she prayed in a
tenple in Nepal.

AUNTY CHI N
| know.

LI M
She prayed for a baby. And we did
get a beautiful baby. She really
wanted to go back to the tenple
in Nepal to give thanks. That’s
really her last w sh.

AUNTY CHI N
God took her away too soon.

LI M
Ri ght before our trip.

AUNTY CHI N
(holding the the red
G string again)
So... really no?

Limis crying and | aughing at the sane tinme. He grabs the
panties and stuffs it in a drawer.

LI M
Clothes. W need to pick her
cl ot hes.
(to ROBIN)

Robi n, conme help. Aunty Chin and
me will pass you Ma’'s cl ot hes.
You fold them OK?
Robi n stands straight on the bed, fully ready to help.
Li m pi cks a GREEN DRESS. Aunty Chin nods her approval.
He picks a BLUE TOP. She approves.
FLORAL SKI RT? Approved.
TORN JEANS? Nope.
VWHI TE TOP? Approved.
GRAY SWEATER. Appr oved.
SHOCKI NG PI NK SKI RT? Nope. Mock quarrel .

Andy picks a conservative DRESS. Aunty Chin says no. Lim
i s disappointed. They fight. Aunty Chin w ns.

A coupl e nore CLOTHES.

Robin folds the clothes and piles them up.
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LI M
Can you help ne bring them
out si de?
Robin dutifully carries the green dress, and follows Lim
Limgoes to the coffin. Robin passes the red dress up.
Limtakes it and stuffs it gently into the coffin,
avoi ding eye contact with the corpse.

Robin runs into the roomand gets the blue top. Limstuffs
it into the coffin.

Now, the floral skirt.

And the white top.

And the gray sweater.

A coupl e nore cl ot hes.

Soon, all the clothes are in the coffin.

LIM
Done. Thanks, Robin. Good job.

Aunty Chin pats his back, conforting him Both staring at
Mn. It’s surreal

Suddenly, Robin renmenbers sonething: it’s behind the door.
ROBI N
Pa, |isten. W forgot Ma' s
super hero costune.

He runs back to the roomand junps to get the black dress
hung behind the door, reaching it easily this tine.

Then, he runs out again.

ROBI N
Ma, your favourite dress.

He wants to do it hinself, pushing the black dress into
t he coffin.

But he’'s too short.

He throws it over into the coffin, patiently pushing the
jutting parts in with his little fingers. Bit by bit.

Limbursts into tears. The grief is unbearable.

He loses it. This is just too painful to watch. He wal ks
away, W ping away his tears.



23

51.

EXT. PORCH AT HOMVE - DAY
The next norning. Funeral and cremation today.

The spine-chilling CHANTS fromthe nonks reach a
crescendo.

The fat undertaker takes a hamer and nails the coffin.
BAM BAM BAM

Then, the four undertakers start to lift the coffin and
carry it into the hearse.

The processi on begins.

Robi n and Hong Hong are seen conparing their nourning pins
- small pieces of cloth pinned on the shirt sl eeves.

Li m and Robi n wal k behind the coffin, carrying joss
sti cks.

Mourners begin to sob; their sobbing drowned by the
chants.

Limpretends to walk in slow notion, |ike a robot, trying
to distract Robin. Robin sees this and imtates him
LI M
(whi speri ng)

Watch them fol | ow us.

He pretends to pull the crowd. Robin gleefully |aughs at
their little secret.

Suddenly, Robert appears in front of them Hong Hong in
tow. They are now at the second row.

ROBERT
(turning behind)
By the way, the nonk insisted the
urn is placed at a house that has
an altar. Mne has one.

LIM
She’s nmy wife.

Meanwhi | e Hong Hong and Robin is having a quarrel of their
own.

HONG HONG
Li ar!

ROBI N
| swear. | have superpowers.
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HONG HONG
No, you don’t.

The adults quarrel, trying to be heard am dst the
chanti ng.

ROBERT
Don’t know how many tinmes |’ve to
repeat. You don’t know the

rituals.
LIM
| ve Aunty Chin.
ROBERT
Lim I'lIl be frank. | never |iked

you. You're a 35 year old man

| eeching on ny daughter. She’s
payi ng for everything. She's
pulling the famly together. You
were never around, Lim Never.

LIM
You know I had some- -

ROBERT
Fi nanci al probl en? When | gave
her to you, | expected you to

take care of her. Instead, she
t ook care of you.

Si | ence.

ROBERT
| shoul dn’t have given her away
when she was alive. Now she’s
dead, | want her back.
(beat)
| want the urn.

End of story.

Limpretends to push Robert as he wal ks ahead, pronpting
Robin to push himtoo, |ike how he pushed the kitchen
door.

Robi n squeals at their silly antics.

Si | ence.

ROBI N
Pa, where are they taking Ma?

HONG HONG
(turning behind)
They’ re going to burn your numy.
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EXT. FUNERAL PARLOUR - DAY

At the funeral parlour.

Preparations are done for the cremation. The coffin is at
t he door of the furnace. In a few nonents, the coffin wll
be pushed in and burned.

The nourners stand in neat |lines, holding joss sticks. The
monk is next to the coffin, performng the last rituals.

The squabbl e continues in |ow, angry voi ces com ng out of
polite faces.

LI M
Robert, | hope you' Il be
reasonabl e.

ROBERT

W can’t just put Mn’s ashes on
any | KEA shelf that you have.

LIM
O course | amgoing to put ny
wife’ s urn in a proper place.

Meanwhi |l e, the kids:

HONG HONG
I f you're so good, you can make
anyt hi ng nove. Make this one
move. Or this one. O this one.

Hong Hong points at randomthings that don’t nove.
The chant is nearing its clinmax.
ROBERT
(yelling over the chant)
|’ ve | ost ny daughter once when

she was alive. | won’t |ose her
agai n now she’s dead. The urn--

The chanting stops abruptly.

ROBERT
(whi speri ng)
--will be at ny altar. The Famly

Al tar.
Announcenent: tinme for |ast respect.
The nonk chants again as nmourners all line up in neat rows
according to hierarchy once again. They clasps their hands
in prayer, while the nonk runs the cerenony.

Hong Hong turns around and whi spers to Robin
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HONG HONG
Your munmy will be burned in an
oven.

ROBI N

Qur oven is spoilt.
Robert turns around.

ROBERT

(lovingly)
Your Ma is up there now.

ROBI N
(to Lim
Wiy does Ah Gong keep saying Ma
is up there? Ma is not working
t oday.
Limsignals to Robin that Robert has gone nuts.

The nonk gestures Robert to lead the crowd to circle the
coffin. They walk in single file.

Robert goes first, followed by Hong Hong.

Then it’s Lims turn. He wal ks towards the coffin and
stops. Gently tracing the shape with his finger, bursting
into tears as he hugs the coffin.

LI M
Mn. ..

Tears drop onto the coffin, creating a small puddle.

Hong Hong is ahead of them He hops over a pail filled
with flowers to wash away bad | uck. He hops again, and
agai n, and then | ooks at Robin, showi ng off how nmuch fun
he’ s havi ng.

Robin gets excited; he’s mi ssing out on the fun!

He grabs onto Lims |leg and pushes himto hurry up,
oblivious to what’s happeni ng above: Pa sayi ng goodbye to
Ma.

ROBI N
Pa, faster! Faster!

Limrefuses to nove for a mnute, desperate for one fina
mnute with his wife, before noving on very reluctantly.

He takes Robin’s hand and |l eads himto the pail.
Fi nal | y!

Robi n takes a giant hop.
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ROBI N
One nore tinel

He hops over the pail again.

ROBI N
One nore tinel

LI M
(sobbi ng)
Later, Robin. Later.

The nonk’ s chants continue, mngling with quiet sniffles.
At last, the nourners finish walking around the coffin.
The MECHANI CAL RAILS that will nove the coffin into the
furnace begi ns WH ZZI NG Any nonent now, the coffin wll
start to nove into the furnace.

The nmonk’ s chant grows | ouder and | ouder as the nourners
begin praying for Mn’s soul to go off peacefully. The air
is chocking with snmoke, chanting and nuffled crying.

Hong Hong is still rubbing it in. He's not letting Robin
get away.

HONG HONG

You don’t have superpowers.
ROBI N

| have.
HONG HONG

You can’t make anythi ng nove.

Robi n i gnores Hong Hong’s taunts and pushes air, expecting
not hi ng.

To his surprise, the COFFI N MOVES!
He pushes again. The coffin is noving!

ROBI N
Pa, it’s nmoving!! It’s noving!

It’s noving alright. Robin taps Hong Hong’s shoul ders,
raises his eye brows, smug face, and pushes the coffin
agai n.

Hong Hong watches in disbelief!

The coffin enters the furnace conpletely.

The nonk’ s chant, nusical instrunments, the cracking sounds
of the coffin being burned, together with wailing from

mourners, all crescendo to a climx as the steel doors of
the furnace are slowy shut.
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Hong Hong stares at Robin, bew | dered.

ROBI N
| told you.

It’s his noment of vindication.
EXT. FUNERAL PARLOUR - DAY

The next day. At the crematorium Mn's bones scatter on a
pile of ash, spread over a giant platter. Limand Aunty
Chin hol ding pincers, while Robin keeps hinself
entertained around the crematorium

It’s like a dream this pile of bones used to belong to
M n.

LIM
| don’t know how to tell him

AUNTY CHI N
He’ I | understand eventually.
Where' s Robert?

LI M
He's | at e.

Robert saunters in, holding an URN. It is beautiful, with
exqui site Chinese designs. He puts the urn on the table,
as if it’s understood.

ROBERT
Toi l et.

He goes off, with Hong Hong tailing him

Limand Aunty Chin gently pick the bones with pincers and
put theminto the urn. Slowy and gently, piece by piece.

AUNTY CHI N
Mn Mn. You re free frompain
NOWw.
Robin sees the urn. He lunges forward to play with it.
Whoa!
Limstops himin tinme. Look of disapproval.

Robin tries to see what the adults are doing, being too
short.

ROBI N
What’s t hat ?
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LI M
It’s ash.
ROBI N
Li ke the ash on Hong Hong’ s face?
LI M
Yes, ash.
ROBI N

Can we bring it to Nepal ?

Li mdoesn’t hear him They continue picking out the bones,
i gnoring Robi n.

AUNTY CHI N
So the 7th day cerenony - al
prepar ed?

LI M
Since the urn is going to be at
Robert’s place, we will do the
cerenony there. No choice.

ROBI N
(interrupting from bel ow)
Pa, listen. Can we bring the ash
to the Nepal ?

AUNTY CHI N
Nepal ?

LIM
He thinks it’'s on.

AUNTY CHI N
That's all he thinks of, huh?
Nepal .

LI M
How do | explain to himhis
not her i s dead?

ROBI N
(interrupting from bel ow)
Pa, can we bring the ash to the
Nepal ?

LIM
By the way, | was wong. Mn was
turning 28, not 29.

ROBI N
(interrupting from bel ow)
Can we bring the ash?
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LI M
What ki nd of husband am1? |
don’t even know ny wife's age. No
wonder Robert can’'t trust ne with
M n' s ash.

AUNTY CHI N
| ve bad nmenory too.

LI M
| wish | was a better husband.
Now it’s too |late. Too late. |
woul d do anything for us three to
be t oget her again.

ROBI N
(interrupting from bel ow)
Pa, can we bring the ash to the
Nepal ?

Suddenly, Limfreezes. H's eyes begin to brighten,
seemngly slowy energised wwth a plan in his head.

Aunty Chin | ooks at Lim asking for his thoughts.

LIM
Actually, we could still go to
Nepal . Three of us. Al three of
us. Toget her.

AUNTY CHI N

| would love to, but...
LI M

No, | don’t nean you.

Hi s stupor is interrupted by Robert’s footsteps.

Robert | ooks into the urn, gives his approval and takes
the urn. It will be placed at the Famly Al tar.

ROBERT
OK, thanks. As discussed and
agr eed.

Robert goes off with the urn, Hong Hong in tow

Limis deep in thought, as if hatching a plan. He stares
at Robert and Hong Hong as they wal k away to their car.

I NT. ROBERT’ S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

7th day cerenony: freshly cooked dishes |ay on the table.
St eaned wi ne chicken, fried fish, a plate of m xed
veget abl es, a bowl of rice, sweet cakes, and a pair of
chopsti cks.

DI NG DONG.



Robert opens the door.
It’s Limand Robin. He runs back to the kitchen.

ROBERT
(to ROBIN)
| cooked your nother’s favourite
di sh - steanmed w ne chicken

Robert spots Mn's picture at the altar.
ROBI N
Oh, Pa. You put Ma’'s picture
her e.

Li m pani cs at the thought that Robin m ght ask nore
guesti ons.

LI M
(to ROBIN)
Let’s go hel p Gong Gong.
(t o ROBERT)
Do you need hel p, Robert?
ROBERT
Nope. Just one nore dish to bring
out .
LI M
Let e hel p.

Robert cones out, holding a bottle of TALCUM POANDER

ROBERT
Help ne... not to wal k here.

He begins sprinkling the powder on the floor.

ROBERT
| don't really believe in al
t hi s nonsense about pouring
tal cum powder to see if the
spirit conmes back hone, but
guess rituals are better done
t han not done.

LI M
Technically if Mn cones hone,
her honme is actually our place.

ROBERT
Don't worry. |’ve put a red
pl aque at the door. It’|l guide
her soul back. She’'ll know this

is the place.

Proudly show ng his contingency plan.

59.
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ROBERT
Pl us, her ash is here. O course
she will cone here.

He throws a giant puff of tal cum powder on the floor, to
Robi n’ s anusenent.

ROBERT
The soul always goes back to the
ash.

He points at the urn, sitting majestically at the Famly
Alter, conplete with spotlight.

Robi n goes over to Robert curiously.

ROBI N
Ah Gong, are you playing with
ash?

ROBERT

This is not ash. This is tal cum
powder. Help ne. Take this and
sprinkle all over the place. Like
this.

Robert takes a fistful of powder and very gently sprinkles
it around on the fl oor.

How bori ng.

Robin takes a fistful and throws it up, blasting talcum
powder into the air.

ROBERT
No! No! Gently, gently. Like
this. Like this. One, two, three,
four. Slowy. One handful. One
smal | handful .

Yawn. How t ane.

Robert passes the tal cum powder to Robin and then goes off
into the kitchen.

Limsignals to Robin he can go a little crazy with the
powder. Like the chrysanthenmum flowers. Two handful s.

He gestures to Robin throw it as wide as he can. Robin is
del i ghted and begins to sprinkle aggressively.

Meanwhi l e, Limeyes the urn sitting at the Famly Altar.

Then, he goes to the cupboard and spots the SPARE KEY. He
grabs it and puts it in his pocket.

Robert conmes out with the last dish. He spots the ness.
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ROBERT
Tol d you to sprinkle gently.
Cone. Light the joss sticks.

Robert lights the joss sticks and passes three each to Lim
and Robin. He grabs Robin's hand, clasps themon the joss
sticks, gives three quick flicks, and it’s done. He
snatches the joss sticks fromLim sticks all six joss
sticks on the pot, and shoos themoff inpatiently.

ROBERT
K. After we pray, we quickly
turn off the lights and go to
sl eep. She m ght be shy to cone
into eat if we are here. Thanks
for comng. Careful, don't step
on the powder.

They tiptoe and clinb over furniture to avoid stepping on
t he powder.

Next thing they know, they’ re out of the house, before
hearing the door slam behind them

Robert takes out a joss sticks and lights it for his own.
A gi ant one.

ROBERT
Mn, | cooked you your favourite
di shes. Pl ease cone hone and eat.
He sticks the giant joss stick on the pot.
EXT. ROBERT' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Limand Robin are sitting outside.

LI M

Robin, we’'re going to Nepal.
ROBI N

When?
LI M

Tonmorrow! You circl ed the date!
Final | y!
LI M
Renmenber you said you'd like
to take the ash with us to Nepal ?

ROBI N
Can we?
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LI M
Yes! And we’'re going to get the
ash. It’s inside. But we got to
do this w thout waki ng Ah Gong

up.

ROBI N
Wy ?

LIM
O herwi se, he won’t let us go.

Robi n squeals at this secret plan
The LIGHTS go off. It’'s tine.

LIM
Ready?

| NT. ROBERT' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Sound of door unlocking. Two dark figures enter Robert’s
house. It’s pitch black, except for the faint light from
t he candl es.

Li mspots the silhouette of the urn - there it is!

Robi n dashes straight for the urn, but Limstops him
poi nting at the powder.

They debate which way to go in the dark. Limpoints to a
pat hway t hat | ooks easy.

But Robin spots a furniture that will block them

Limpoints to another pathway, but Robin spots a barrier
agai n.

Finally, Robin figures out the best way to get to the urn
- junping through the sofa.

Slow y and pai nstakingly, they junp through and step over
the furniture towards the urn.

First the sofa.

Then the coffee table.

Then the rug. Slow and st eady.
Finally, they reach the urn

But alas, it is too far away! There is absolutely no way
of reaching the urn. Unless they step on the powder.

St andi ng precariously on a chair, Limhas an idea.
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LI M
(whi speri ng)
Streeeeetttccchhhh
Limlifts Robin, and in one swift nove, grabs the urn.
Robin holds the urn in his hands, as he piggy backs on
Lim
Over the rug.
Then the coffee table.
Finally, the sofa.
And then, the door.
They dash as fast as they can down the dark road.
| NT. ROBERT' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Robert hears a noi se and wakes up.
ROBERT
Mn? Mn? Don't scare nme. |I'm
your father. Mn?
Robert comes out and turns on the light.
He sees it: footprints all over the place!

ROBERT
M n?

He realises there that there are footprints all over the
floor leading to the door.

He | ooks at the urn. It’s gone!
He screans. Like a girl.
EXT. THE STREET - N GHT

Lights turn on one by one. NElI GHBOURS begin to cone out of
t heir houses.

In the dark, suddenly, a CAR s headlights shine on them
It is Aunty Chin, waiting with her getaway car. They run
towards the car, as neighbours start com ng out.

Limtries to unlock the door the sane tinme Aunty Chin
does. It’s stuck.

She signals that he lets go. She unlocks it. They junp in
and of f they go.



64.

LI M

Pl ease don't break down.
AUNTY CHI N

| fixed it.

Aunty Chin hits the pedal hard. Like a racer.
The car speeds off.

LIM
(deci sivel y)
Go Aunty Chin. Nepal is on. M,
Robin and Mn. Al three of us.
Just |i ke she want ed.

AUNTY CHI N
(talking to the urn)
Hope you don’t m nd nme com ng,
M n.

The nei ghbours slowly congregate at the main road,
wonderi ng what the commotion is about.

Robert runs out of his house. Face pal e, hands shaki ng.

ROBERT
My daughter’s soul cane honme. And
she took away her own ash. Oh ny
God. It was so scary.

The nei ghbours stare at this nmad man, and then slowy
di sperse. What a stupid story.

ROBERT
It's true! You can cone and see.

He is left alone in the dark, standing at the front of his
house.

| NT. Al RPLANE - N GHT

Lim Robin and Aunty Chin are in a plane. Robin is seated
at the wi ndow seat, Aunty Chin in the mddle and Lim at
the aisle seat, holding the urn, wapped in cloth.

The plane is already on the runway, taking off. Robin
presses his face on the window, in awe. Then, he points at
t he urn.

ROBI N
Pa, what's inside?

Li m | ooks at Aunty Chin.
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LIM
It’s a... gift. We’re going to a
nmountain in Nepal, and we’'re
bringing a gift.

The pl ane gai ns speed on the runway.

LI M
Ready, Robi n?
RCBI N
Go, go, go!
LI M
Any m nute now we wll be flying.
In the air.
ROBI N

(staring outside)
| want to touch the clouds. Like
Ma.

The airplane is in the air now. Robin screans excitedly.
ROBI N

Pa, we’'re flying. W’re flying.
Look out si de.

LIM
It s ok.
ROBI N
Look, Pa. Look.
AUNTY CHI N
Your Pa is scared of heights.

Chi cken.
Aunty Chin makes chi cken sound.

Robi n chuckl es. He | ooks out again. It’'s the nonent he has
been waiting for. He stares outside for a few nonents,
before turning to Lim

ROBI N
Then how wi Il you go up the
nmount ai n?

LI M
You' Il have to carry ne up.

RCOBI N
| m not scared of heights.

Robi n presses his face on the wi ndow agai n. Thi ngs get
smal l er and smaller, and there is a sense that an
adventure is about to start.
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ROBI N
How come Ma is going there first?
Wiy can’t Ma cone together with
us?

Si | ence.
EXT. NEPAL - DAY

The pl ane is above clouds. The sun shines at the
magni fi cent puffs of clouds, creating a golden sil houette.

ARI AL VI EW of Nepal come into sight. The sky is clear and
the maj estic H mal ayan range spreads as far as the eye can
see. Snow- capped nountain tops jut out fromthe clouds.

PILOT (O S)
Ladi es and gentl enen, as we start
our descent, please nmake sure
your seat backs and tray tables
are in their full upright
position. Make sure your seat
belt is securely fastened and al
carry-on |uggage is stowed
underneath the seat in front of
you or in the overhead
conmpartnent. Thank you.

ROBI N
Pa, have we reached?

LIM
Yes. Are you ready for our
advent ur e?

EXT. QUTSI DE THE Al RPORT - DAY
| NSERT: Kat hnmandu, Nepal .

It’s a sensory overload. As they cone out of the airport,
they are swarned by a group of taxi drivers.

They try to nmake their way out, and Limholds on to the
urn tightly. A TAXI DRIVER grabs his arm

TAXI DRI VER
Where you go? \Where you go?

Li m shows him a piece of paper.

The taxi driver |looks at it, barely reading it, and
hurries theminto the taxi.

LI M
Metre? Use netre?
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TAXI DRI VER

Metre. Metre

I NT. TAXI - DAY

They are in the taxi

now. Limis sitting in front.

ANGLE ON - TAXI METRE

as it runs suspiciously fast.

Lim keeps his eye on it, while showing the taxi driver the

addr ess.

You know?

K XK

LIM

TAXI DRI VER

LI M

| nmean, you know this place? You

sure?

XK XK

TAXI DRI VER

It’s obvious he doesn’t understand English. They sit in
silence. The netre continues to run fast.

Metre. So

LI M
fast? Very fast.

TAXI DRI VER

Metre, netre.

LI M

Wiy so fast?

Li m does the 'fast’

gesture.

TAXI DRI VER

Metre, netre

There’ s no point talking.

AUNTY CHI N

Doesn’t | ook right.

LI M

Think it’s rigged.

AUNTY CHI N

(to TAXI DRI VER)
Metre. Why so fast?
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TAXI DRI VER
Metre, netre.

It’s now obvious that the nmetre is rigged. Robin checks
Lim s Waze.

ROBI N
Pa, we should turn there.

Aunty Chin peers over to check the Waze direction.

AUNTY CHI N
I s he even bringing us there?
Looks |ike we are nmaking a big
det our.

Unconfortable silence. The netre continues to run really
fast.

LI M
| think he’s scanm ng us.

AUNTY CHI N
| thought only Ml aysi an taxi
drivers do this.

LI M
Excuse ne- -

TAXI DRI VER
Metre, netre

The taxi driver pretends to be frustrated and raises his
voice, yelling angrily, trying to intimdate them

TAXI DRI VER
Metre. OK. Metre.

Real i sing they are being scammed, Limtaps the taxi
driver’s shoul der.

LI M
K, stop. Stop

TAXI DRI VER
No stop. Metre OK. Metre OK

LI M
No! Stop! Stop now.

The taxi driver stops the taxi abruptly and yells at them

TAXI DRI VER
You gi ve noney. You go.

Li m gi ves him sonme Nepal ese Rupee.
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TAXI DRI VER
No, no. See.

The taxi driver points at the PRICE on the netre.

AUNTY CHI N
No, no. Too nuch.

TAXI DRI VER
No, no. Metre say. See.

The taxi driver points at price again.

LI M
No, no. Too nuch. Too expensive.

TAXI DRI VER
No, no. This nmetre. This you pay.

No point arguing. Limgives himthe noney.

The taxi driver yells at himin Nepali. He opens the door,
goes to the back and throws their bags out.

THUD! First bag.
THUD! Second bag.
The trio open the door and junp out.

LI M
No! No! No!

The taxi driver flings the |ast bag out.
THUD!

He huffs back into the taxi and drives off, yelling at
t hem

Limruns to the | ast bag and opens it and yells in
despair: there is a huge CRACK LINE on the urn.

LI M
No, no, no, no, no.

Limholds the urn, tracing the crack with his
finger. Aunty Chi n brings out a towel and waps it

LI M
Careful, careful. Slowy. Please
don’t break, please don’'t break.

She wraps the urn gently.
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ROBI N
| s our gift broken?
LI M
It’s cracked. W’ve to be very
careful.

Limputs the urn gently back into the bag. It’'s safe for
Now.

AUNTY CHI N
OK, where are we?

They | ook around. The sun is shining bright, the sky is
bl ue and they are on a MOUNTAI N ROAD.

AUNTY CHI N
| guess that way?

They begin wal ki ng al ong the road, with nothing in
sight. Robin tugs Lins hand.

ROBI N
Where’s Ma? You said she’'s wll
neet us here.
Pause.
LI M
Mo will neet us there on top of
t he nount ai n.
EXT. A LONELY MOUNTAI N ROAD I N NEPAL - DAY
They begin wal king the | ong road ahead.
MONTAGE:
1. Aunty Chin walks in front, holding Robin s hand.
2. Limwalks in front, holding the bag with the urn.

3. Robin wal ks al one way ahead. The other two is way
behi nd, catching up.

4. Aunty Chin is left far behind; she takes out her
inhal er and quietly inhales it without letting the rest
know.

END MONTACE.

Finally, they see what seens to be a BUS STOP. They hurry
towards it.

But, there is no one there.

They sit at the bus stop, panting and breathi ng hard.
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AUNTY CHI N
Is this even a real bus stop?
No one can say for sure.

M nut es pass.

LI M
Doesn’t look like a bus will ever
cone.
More m nutes pass.
ROBI N

When is the bus com ng?

Then, a FARMER, carrying chicken and sone bags, appears
and sits next to them

They stare at each other.

LIM

Excuse me. Bus. Come?
FARVER

K
LIM

No. Bus. Cone here?

Limpretends to drive a bus. The farner does not seemto
get it.

FARVER
K K
Frustrati on.
M nut es pass.
AUNTY CHI N
No bus cone?
FARVER
X
M nut es pass.
LI M
This go where?
FARVER
X
AUNTY CHI N

You wait for bus?

Farmer smles. There’s no point trying to communi cate.
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AUNTY CHI N
Shoul d we wait?

LI M
No choice. W wait.

AUNTY CHI N
For all you know, this isn't a
real - -

FARMER

(yell'ing)

He points. They | ook.
It’s a BUS, trudging froma distance.

As it slowmy cones into view, they realise the bus is
packed to the brim Every square inch.

EXT. ON TOP OF THE BUS - DAY

On top of the bus, Aunty Chin sits with Robin, while Lim
sits with the farmer. The farner is carrying many things,
and puts a chicken on Linms |ap.

The bus is noving slowy and the road is bad.

Pot hol e! They hang on to the rail on the roof for dear
life.

And anot her one!
And anot her one! Limholds the urn tightly.
Then suddenly, the bus stops.

The passengers try to see what's happening, all speaking
in Nepali.

In front, there is an overturned LORRY, with piles of
things spilled all over the road.

The BUS DRI VER shouts sone indiscernible instruction.
Everyone gets it, except three of them They start to get
of f the bus.

Lim | ooks at the farner. The farner does the 'wal k’
gesture.

G eat.
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EXT. A LONELY MOUNTAI N RCAD | N NEPAL - DAY

Lim Aunty Chin and Robin | eave the overturned lorry
behind. The road is bad, and the nud is deep.

But Robin seens to be enjoying it.
Lim | ooks ahead. It’s going to be a very |ong wal k.
The farnmer is far ahead and they follow him

Suddenly, faint sounds of BELLS. Robin |ooks behind and
sees an approachi ng herd of yaks.

ROBI N
Pa.

Limturns and sees the yaks.

LI M
K renenber... in Nepal when you
see yaks, always stand on the
side of the nmountain. O herw se
they m ght accidentally push you
off the cliff. Understand?

Aunty Chin and Robi n nod.

They squeeze thenselves flat against the wall of the
mount ai n, barely breathing, as the herd passes them
yak by yak.

EXT. RUNDOMN LODGE - DAY

At a rundown | odge. It looks like it will fall apart any
noment .

AUNTY CHI N
K, looks like we’'re staying here
t oni ght.

LIM
It | ooks--

The sound of thunder, startling them

Then, rain pours suddenly. No choice. They have to stay
her e.

| NT. ROOM I N RUNDOMN LODGE - N GHT

It’s not even a real tea house. Mire like a hut, nmade from
wood that is falling apart.

The bedroomis sparse, and there are three mattresses on
the floor, with a dimlight bulb hanging fromthe top
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It’s freezing up here in the nountains and three of them

shiver, huddling together.

The urn sits on the floor in the mddle of the room The

crack has gotten a little bigger.

LIM
It’s going to crack nore if we
conti nue noving it around.

Aunty Chin is holding a cell ophane tape. She tears off a

| ong pi ece.

AUNTY CHI N
When she was a kid, she | oves
tal king. There were so many tines
| wanted to tape her nouth.
(beat)
Now- -

Robin tries to nmake hi nsel f useful.

ROBI N
Can | play wth ash?

AUNTY CHI N
Robi n, go wash your |egs and and
go to bed.

Robi n opens the door to go outside to the toilet.

rushes in. Brrrrr...
The urn is now taped tightly.

LI M
Hope it lasts till we reach the

tenpl e.
Li ght ni ng.
Thunder .

It begins pouring again.

The wi nd

Li m | ooks out the w ndow, gazing into the darkness.

LI M
You think we can find the tenple?

Mn is the only one who knows
wher e.

AUNTY CHI N
| m sure soneone knows.
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EXT. R VER - DAY

They stare at a tiny long boat. That’'s the boat they are
supposed to get on.

The BOAT MAN, already seated inside the boat, gestures
for themto hop in. Their luggage is already tied at the
back of the boat.

AUNTY CHI N
This, three people OK?
BOAT MAN
OK. Three ok.
LI M
Looks a little snmall. |I'’mnot so
sure.
BOAT MAN

Come, cone! No problem
Limhesitantly steps in. It is indeed too small
The boat sinks a little.

Robi n steps in.
It sinks alittle nore.

AUNTY CHI N
Sure wish | |ost sone weight.

She steps in. The boat sinks even nore.

By now, the tiny boat is just a couple of inches above
wat er .

BOAT MAN
xK?

The boat man starts rowing, with themfacing one
di rection.

Slowmy, they drift down the river. VILLAGE PEOPLE wave at
t hem

Suddenl y, Robi n notices sonet hi ng.

ROBI N
Pa, water is comng in.

Li m spots sone water inside the boat. It’s not too bad.
Just a little.
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LI M
Excuse ne, excuse ne.

BOAT MAN
No problem Sit. Sit.

Wat er keeps coming in.

Their luggage, tied to the back, begins to get wet. They
cannot reach it as it is too far behind them

AUNTY CHI N
Hel | o! Hell o! Water, water.

The boat man turns around and then realises they are
right.

BOAT MAN
Ch!

He nmunbl es sonething in Nepali

Suddenly, a lot of water enters the boat. They are now
conpl etely underwat er wai st-down.

ROBI N
Pa, | am wet.
LIM
| know, | know. Just sit down and

don’t nove.

AUNTY CHI N
Excuse nme, water cone in.

The boat sinks even nore. The boat man now realises they
are going to sink. A nonent of tension.

He junps out of the boat and stands in the water. It’s a
little above his waist and not too deep.

BOAT MAN

(pointing at LIM
OK, you come out, you cone out.

Limjunps off, and the boat rises up a little, above
wat er .

The | uggage bags have unravelled fromthe strings, but no
one realised this.

LI M
Too heavy.

Aunty Chin spots a |luggage bag floating away.
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AUNTY CHI N
Li m Luggage! Luggage! Luggage!
Hel l o, M ster.

Li m wades through the river but could not reach the
| uggage in tine.

Anot her | uggage fl oats away.

AUNTY CHI N
The urn! Where’'s the urn?

Li m grabs the bag containing the urn.

ROBI N
Pa, our bag is sw mm ng away.

The boat man tries to chase after the two pieces of
| uggage, al nbst reaching it at one point.

He wades a |little distance further, but the two bags are
out of his reach. He wades even further, but now t he bags
have gone too far ahead.

It'’s too | ate.

They stare hel plessly as the two | uggage bags bob up and
down until they disappear into the horizon.

AUNTY CHI N
The last tine | got so wet was
about forty years ago.

| NT. HI MALAYA LODCE - DAY
At a honmestay with the sign: H MALAYA LODGE

They are at a dining room It’s very confortable and
honey, with a traditional Nepali heater in the m ddle.

Limand Aunty Chin are dry now, wearing sone new cl ot hes;
Aunty Chin’s tiny frame di sappeari ng under an oversized
shirt.

RAM a 70-year-old man, brings out sone nore clothes.
He’s dark and winkled, and has a very friendly face.

RAM
W are snall |odge. W have
everything. But usually tourist
bring own cl ot hes.

Chuckl e. Ram hands Li mand Aunty Chin sone cl othes.

AUNTY CHI N
Thanks, Ram
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RAM
A d ones from nei ghbours. Sorry,
hope is OK

AUNTY CHI N

No, it’s ok. Dry clothes. Good.
Aunty Chin rubs her breast.

AUNTY CHI N
Nepal i woman here very big.

Ram enbarrassed, goes into the kitchen and brings dinner
out - dal bhat (rice and lentil). He serves them one by
one.

RAM
| ask nei ghbour about tenple. No
one know.

LIM

It is around here. But | don’t
know whi ch nmountain. My wife.
Fi ve years ago. She cone.

RAM
| live here. Forty years. But
don’t know this tenple. But, |

will ask nmy friends.
AUNTY CHI N
Thanks, Ram
RAM

Enj oy. Home- cooked Nepali food.
Very good dal bhat. My wife cook.

AUNTY CHI N
It's delicious.

RAM
Meanwhi | e, best vi ew.

Ram opens the curtain and reveal s: the nmagnificent,
snow capped pyram d - the nountain AVA DABLAM

They drop their utensils and gasp at its sheer beauty.

LI M
Beauti ful .

RAM
Ama Dabl am

AUNTY CHI N

What’s it agai n? Anma neans
(ot her) - -
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RAM
Mot her. And Dabl am neans- -
LIM
Neckl ace, right?
RAM
That's right. Mdther’s Neckl ace.
Ama. Dabl am

Ram st ands behi nd Robin and puts both his hands over
Robi n, al nmost cradling him

RAM
See the nountai n? Li ke nother.
Two hands. Hol di ng baby.
(beat)
Enj oy the view

Ram | eaves. Lim gazes at the nountain before he is
i nterrupted.

ROBI N
Pa, when is Ma joining us?

He stops eating and | ooks at Aunty Chin.

Aunty Chin nods, encouraging Lim It seens |ike they have
di scussed telling Robin the truth.

Robi n continues eating, childlike in his manner,
forgetting he had asked a questi on.

Li m begi ns speaking, as if he has rehearsed this a
t housand ti nmes.

LIM
Robin, Ma is not joining us.

Robi n puts his spoon down.

ROBI N
Wy ?

LI M
Ma is actually in heaven. Like Ah
Gong says.

The kid doesn’t get it.

ROBI N
Wiy can’t Ma cone back from
heaven and join us?

LIM
Ma is going to live in heaven for
a long tine. So she’s not com ng
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LIM
back. So for this trip, it’s just
me and you and Aunty Chin.

ROBI N
But Pa, you prom sed that Ma wil|
cone too. W three will go.

Lost for words, Limtries to make sense.

LI M
Ma is comng with us. But just
that you can’t see her.
(beat)
Ma is inside here.

80.

Limpoints at the urn. Robin is getting agitated. Pa is
not maki ng sense.
ROBI N
Wiy is Ma inside? How did she go
in there? | thought you said it’'s
agift?
LI M
When peopl e grow old, they die.
So after they die, we burn their
body, then they becone ash, and
then we put the ash--
Robin junps off the chair, runs out of the door, unable to
conprehend all this: he's been lied to!
AUNTY CHI N
Let hi m go.
Limignores Aunty Chin and runs after Robin. Robin has

di sappeared outside. Limpretends to play hide and seek

wWith Robin and tries to find the boy.

LI M

(rmonster voice)
Where is ny Bin? | can't find

hi m

EXT. QUTSI DE H MALAYA LODGE - CONTI NUOUS

Li m | ooks around. Robin is nowhere to be found. Qutside,
rocks and plains and ot her | odges.

it’s all

Robi n?

LI M

Eyes darting around as he calls out for Robin.
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Robi n.

He is growing inpatient.
LI M
Robi n! Come out now. It’s not
funny.

Aunty Chin conmes out and | ook around.

LI M
Robin, this is not funny. |’ m
going to count to three. And you
better cone out. |’ m serious.

Limgets increasingly worried and agitated.

LI M
One!
Not hi ng.
LI M
Two!
Not hi ng.
LI M
Thr ee!
Not hi ng.

Limis furious. He's losing it.

AUNTY CHI N
He'll cone out.

LI M
That boy doesn’t know what the
fuck is happening. He thinks this
whol e fucking thing is fun? Does
it look like I want this?

AUNTY CHI N
Cal m down.

LI M
Cal mdown? My wife just fucking
died. And left me with a kid. And
that kid is now fucking m ssing.
(beat)
This is a stupid idea. | thought
it would be great to fulfil Mn's
| ast wi sh by having nme, Robin and
her together. She al ways wanted
this. So | thought, "Let’'s make

81.
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LI M
this happen for Mn". But it’'s a
stupid idea. Wiy didn’'t you stop
me? Wiy did you let nme do this?
You’' re supposed to tal k sense
into ne.

Li m col | apses on the ground, hand in face. A broken nan.
He begi ns sobbing angrily and stands up and furiously
ki cks the rocks on the ground.

A small, defeated man am dst the nagnificent Hi nmal ayan
nmount ai ns behi nd hi m

LI M
How the hell did | end up here?
Wth ny wife in a fucking urn.
(beat)
One week ago, we were one famly.
Way did you have to die, M n?

Then, a small figure appears. It’s Robin.

In a fit of rage, Limstands up and beats Robin hard. He
sl aps and sl aps and slaps Robin in a fury. It’s all com ng
out now.

Aunty Chin grabs Linms hand. Limis too strong and
continues to beat Robin.

He pushes the old lady to the ground. He's losing it.

Robin is terrified, blocking Limwth his tiny hands.
Aunty Chin crawls over to Robin and protects himw th her
frail body.

At that noment, Limrealises what he has done.

He wal ks away towards the nountains, taken aback w th what
j ust happened.

| NT. H MALAYA LODGE BEDROOM - NI GHT

Aunty Chin is in bed wwth Robin. They are covered with
t hi ck bl ankets.

AUNTY CHI N
Col d!
(beat)
Are you col d?

No reply. The boy is still in shock.

AUNTY CHI N
I f you don’t want your bl anket, |
don’t mnd having it. Aunty Chin
is freezing.
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No reply.

AUNTY CHI N
You cannot be angry with your Pa.

ROBI N
| hate him | want M.

AUNTY CHI N
You have to forgive him

RCBI N
No!

AUNTY CHI N
Renmenber, what Aunty Chin told
you about forgiveness?

ROBI N
| don’t care. | hate him | want
Ma.

AUNTY CHI N
You cannot go to sleep..

Expecting Robin to finish the sentence, but Robin is in no
nood for forgiveness.

AUNTY CHI N
wi t hout forgiving soneone.

ROBI N
| don’t care.

AUNTY CHI N
How are you going to sleep
toni ght? You cannot sleep while
you're angry.

ROBI N
| won't sleep. | will never sleep
agai n.

Li m cones in, head hung | ow. Robin covers hinself with the
bl anket. Aunty Chin gestures that she’s working on it. It
seens |ike the adults have nmade up.

LI M
Ram has asked nmany people. And no
one seens to know where it is.
Not one person.

AUNTY CHI N
There nust be soneone.

Limsits down at the bed and strokes the urn
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LIM
W’ ve come so far.

He turns his attention to Robin.

LIM
(rmonster voice)
Where is nmy Bin? | can't find
hi m

ROBI N
Shut up!

AUNTY CHI N
(to RCBIN)
K, we’'re going to sl eep.
(to Lim
Let’s sleep. There’s nothing we
can do.

LIM
|”msorry, Robin.

ROBI N
Shut up!

LIM
Good ni ght.

ROBI N

Shut up! Shut up! Shut up! | want

Ma!
There is no point talking to Robin. Limswtches the
lights off, leaving a dimcandle. Aunty Chin and Li m both
go under their blankets.
Monents pass. It starts to drizzle.
Robi n gets out of his blanket and stares at the candle.
Hi s eyes begin to droop but he fights his sleepiness. He
| ooks at Limangrily, noving around, trying to fight
fatigue.
Slowy, his eyes droop and is about to cl ose.
He snaps hinself out of it, refusing to sleep.

He sits up. Stretching. Pulling his hands and | egs. Trying
to fight his yawn.

Slowy, his eyes droop again. He is about to sl eep again.
He rubs his eyes to wake hinself up.

But his eyes droop again.
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He sl aps hinmself. But his eyes keep closing.
G ving up, he gets out of his bed and goes over to Lim

ROBI N
Pa.

Li m wakes up.

LI M
Bi n?

Aunty Chin stirs fromher sleep and | ooks at Robi n.

ROBI N
| forgive you

Speechl ess.

LI M
| forgive you too.

Robin turns to Aunty Chin.

ROBI N
Can | sleep now? |I’m not angry
any nore.

AUNTY CH N

Yes, you can, Robin. Good boy.

Robin clinbs up his bed, pulls his blanket and i nmedi ately
falls asleep.

Li m | ooks at Aunty Chin, wondering what that was all
about .

AUNTY CHI N
Thank ne tonorr ow.

She covers herself with blanket. Limdoes too. It’'s
freezi ng!

Rain starts to pour.

| NT. H MALAYA LODGE BEDROOM - DAY

The rain has stopped and it is near dawn.
KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK

Li m wakes up and opens the door. It’s Ram

RAM
| think I know where tenple.
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45 EXT. H MALAYA LODGE - DAY

Qutside the | odge, they are all packed ready to go. There
is a very OLD WOMAN next to him

RAM
| not sure, but I try. This | ady
say... it is not really a tenple.
It is a small... howto say..
smal | tenple.

AUNTY CHI N
Li ke, a shrine?

RAM
Maybe. | don’t know how to say in

English. A ’shrine ? Maybe. For
worman who cannot have baby. They
go there and pray.

AUNTY CHI N
Yes, yes, that’s right! This rnust
be the one.

The ol d woman says sonmething in Nepali to Ram

RAM
Only people with good heart and
cl ean wi sh can go. If god give
the wish, if god give baby, they
must go back and give thank you.

LIM
| think we found it.

RAM
| go with you.

LIM
So where is it?

Ram poi nts at Ama Dabl am
RAM

Bottom of big nmountain Ama Dabl am
is small nountain. There.

46 EXT. TREKKI NG PATH - DAY
On a trekking path. They | ook up towards what seens |like a
gigantic hill, which is covered with m st and snow.
RAM

It’s here. Maybe hal f day go up.
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AUNTY CHI N
| thought you said snal
nmount ai n.

RAM
I n H mal aya, considered very
smal | .
(beat)
G ve ne bag.
They pass himtheir day-bags. He’'s a strong man, and
carries all three bags Nepali style - on a basket with a
strap over his forehead.
They begin their first step up a steep ascent.
MONTAGE:

1. Robin wal king way ahead with full energy, |eaving the
adul ts behi nd.

2. Aunty Chin struggles to get over a boulder. Limoffers
his hand and pulls her up.

3. Limpants heavily, gasping for oxygen in this high
al titude.

4. Ram | eads the way, |ooking behind to see if they are
ok. They are not ok. They are far behind.

5. All four of them continue pressing ahead. Except for
Ram all of them managing to nuster only two steps before
stopping to gasp for air.

6. Aunty Lim pauses, unable to continue, taking out her
i nhal er.

END MONTAGE.
Aunty Chin suddenly begins breathing hard.

LI M
Are you ok?

Aunty Chin doesn’t respond. She can’t tal k, but keeps
panti ng hard.

Pant i ng.
Pant i ng.
Pant i ng.

Li mand Ram rush towards Aunty Chin
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RAM
Deep breath. Deep breath.

Ram hol ds Aunty Chin’s hands whil e Li mnassages her back
gently.

A nonent of tension as Aunty Chin's face turns pale. She
keeps breat hi ng.

RAM
Slowy. Slowy.

Finally, she cal ms down.

RAM
W rest here.

Ram drops the bags, and they sit on sone big rocks.

There’s a tail anong the rocks. Robin spots it. It’s a
SQUI RREL.

ROBI N
Squirrel.

He runs after it. He has |ots of energy.

LIM
Sl ow y!

Robin runs a little further up.

RAM
So, why you want to find this
pl ace?

LIM

My wife. Six years ago, she cone
here to pray. Because she cannot
get baby.

Li m gestures tumy.

LIM
One year |ater, she get baby.

Ram poi nts at Robin.

RAM
Thi s boy?

LI M
Thi s boy.

RAM

So, she want to thank you god.
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LI M
Yes.

RAM
Where is your wfe?

Li m holds the urn and caresses it.

LIM
My wife.
Ram under st ands.
Robi n returns.
RAM

Let’s go?

They get up and continue to trek. They are nowhere near
t he top.

Then, there is a dowmward SLOPE. It’s precarious.

Suddenly, Limslides forward. He tunbles and tunbl es.
Aunty Chin screans. Ramtries to catch him

The urn, wapped in cloth, tunbles al ong side.
A heart-stoppi ng nonent.

Limlands violently with a thud, and groans in pain,
hol ding his ankle. The urn rolls over a little further.

They rush down to him He's in pain and can’t even utter a
wor d.

RAM
Don’t nove.

Limpoints at the urn. Aunty Chin rushes towards it and
picks it up

LI M
ls it--

AUNTY CHI N
It’s fine, it’'s fine. Are you OK?

Ram t akes a | ook at Linis ankle.

RAM
Hol d har d.

Ram t akes off Linis shoes. H's ankle is swollen with tons
of blisters.
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RAM

No good. You cannot wal k.
LI M

| can.
RAM

It’s dangerous. You can go up but
you cannot cone down.

LIM
W can’t give up now.

RAM
Ni ght tinme com ng. You cannot go
down i f you continue.

LI M
No, we nust go. | can wal k.

EXT. TREKKI NG PATH - DAY

Limis linping behind while the rest nove forward. They
conti nue novi ng.

Aunty Chin stops, gasping for oxygen. She takes her
i nhal er out agai n.

They inch forward step by step, sucking in as nmuch air as
possi bl e.

They take anot her step. Breathe.
And anot her step. Breathe.
And anot her step. Breathe.
Then, SOUNDS of YAK BELLS.
ROBI N
Yaks! Stand inside! Pa stand
i nsi de.

Before Limcould react, he finds hinself face to face with
the first YAK and quickly dodges it. That scary ani nal

But alas, he’s on the wong side of the trekking path - on
the side of the cliff.

The herd of yaks wal k past themlike an unstoppabl e train.
Limstands tip-toe at the edge of the cliff, holding onto
t he urn.

Wong place to stand. His foot slides dowmn a little over
the cliff. Bits of sand and rocks fall over the cliff.
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ROBI N
Pal

Limtries to pass the urn to Robin over the yak train
Robin tries to grab it.

But alas, it’s not possible.

He tries again.

But the Robin is too far.

The yaks continue to pass. Lim stands precariously at the
edge, trying his best not to nove, hardly daring to

br eat he.

A yak bunps into him Just as he is about to fall over the
cliff, he grabs the yak’s burden and throws the urn to
Robi n over the yak train.

Robi n catches it. Phew

The LAST YAK passes them

Lim |l ooks at Robin, relieved the urn is safe. Robin
flashes a grin.

EXT. H MALAYAN MOUNTAI N - DAY

Rest tinme again.

AUNTY CHI N
How s your ankl e?
LIM
Not too bad. You?
AUNTY CHI N
Still alive.
RAM

You sure you want to go up? You
can rest few days in ny house--

LI M
No, | can wal k. See? I'mfine.
Li m stands up and wal ks around, linping a little.
AUNTY CHI N
Well, even if you can, Robin

doesn't | ook |Iike he can.

They all 1ook at Robin, who is exhausted and has fallen
asl eep on the ground.

The icy wind blows and they shiver.



AUNTY CHI N
| don’t think he can make it.
RAM
Al titude sickness. Feel dizzy.
Danger ous.
AUNTY CHI N

We shoul d stop and turn back.

LI M
No, no, no. W' ve cone so far

AUNTY CHI N
| know, but this is dangerous.
The poor boy is not strong

enough.
LI M
Yes, he can do it.
(to ROBIN)

Can you do it, Robin?

Robin is too weak to answer.

LI M

Robi n, can you do it?
ROBI N

Yes.
LI M

See?

Aunty Chin pulls Lim aside.

AUNTY CHI N
| know this is inportant.

LI M
Then, don’t conplicate things.
W' re al nost there.

AUNTY CHI N
But is it worth risking anyone’s
[ive?

LI M

Just a small headache. He's
young. He wants to do it.

AUNTY CHI N
Does he want to do it?
(beat)

O do you want to do it?

Si | ence.

92.
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LIM
You’' ve no idea how inportant this
is, Aunty Chin.

AUNTY CHI N
| do.

LI M
This is what M n woul d have
want ed. Me, M n and Robi n.
Toget her. Her | ast w sh.

Li m wal ks away.

LI M
It has to be on the twentieth of
May. Exactly five years. And
that’ s today.

She knows.

Li m wal ks back to Ram and Robin, gesturing to Ramto
start.

EXT. H MALAYAN MOUNTAI N - DAY

Robin is on Linms back. He's asleep. Aunty Chin | ooks at
them worriedly. Ram noves on forward, lunging forward with
t he bags.

Limis exhausted - his son on his back and urn in his
hand.

LI M
Yes, Ma has gone to heaven. But
her body has becone ash. And it’s
i nside the urn.

ROBI N
| m ss M.

Suddenly, Ram halts and points to the top.

RAM
See. Al npbst there. See?

The top of the small nopuntain is in view. They pick up
pace. It’s so near now.

EXT. TOP OF SMALL MOUNTAI N - DAY

Finally, they reach the top of the small nountain, with
the m ghty Ama Dabl am t oweri ng above them

They let out a collective sigh of victory.
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The place is like a dream It’s quiet and there is nothing
bel ow t hem except a thick sea of mst. It feels |ike a
different world, and they are here all al one.

There is a giant pile of rocks, sone noss, and just
si | ence.

A gush of icy wind blows. They shiver and huddl e toget her.
Li msquats down to | et Robin off his back.

LIM
Robi n, | ook. W' ve arrived.

Robi n wakes up and realises they have arrived.

RAM
You go pray. | wait down here.

Ram goes downhill a little and sits on a rock bel ow,
di sappearing bel ow the m st.

Only three of themare left.

Li m noves towards what seens |like a SHRINE. It’s nothing
much - just a lunp of rocks, with sonme col ourful prayer
flags tied around them On top of the pile is a rock that
| ooks Iike a wonman carrying a baby.

AUNTY CHI N
This is the place. She did talk
about this rock. See?

LIM
It’s basically a mniature
version of this nountain.

Aunty Chin traces her fingers around the rock.

AUNTY CHI N
Face. Hands. Cradling baby.

Limtakes the urn that contains the ash and puts it in
front of the rock. Then he takes out two cakes and a stalk
of plastic rose.

ROBI N
Pa, what are you doi ng?

LI M
Robin, we're finally here. Three
of us. Al three of us. Together.
Me, you and M.

Robin talks to the urn.
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ROBI N
Ma, we have arrived in Nepal.

Limand Aunty Chin | ook at each other, wondering if this
means Robin has finally understood the truth.

A RED BUTTERFLY appears and stands on the urn.
Instinctively, Limwants to swat it away.

ROBI N
Pa, don’t.

Li m | ooks at Robi n, wondering why.

ROBI N
Peopl e die and they are born
agai n as insects.

LI M
| see.

ROBI N
| f you' re good, you are born as a
beautiful butterfly.
Limlets that sink in.
ROBI N
Do you know what happens if
you’ re bad?
Li m shakes hi s head.

ROBI N
You becone a cockroach

Laught er.

At the corner, Aunty Chin silently watches father and son.
The butterfly flies off and Robin chases it, trying to
maeke it stand on this finger. He's off a little further
Now.

Li m spots Aunty Chin staring at him

LI M

What’ s wong?
Hesitati on.

AUNTY CHI N
Lim | don't know howto tell you
this. I love how sincere you are
in bringing Mn and Robin on this
trip. To fulfil her |ast w sh.
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LIM
What do you want to say?

Aunty Chin strokes the urn.

AUNTY CHI N
M n cane here to pray for a baby.
But it wasn't the god of this
nmount ai n that gave you Robin.

LIM
| know. W went to a fertility
clinic after that. And she got

pr egnant .

AUNTY CHI N
Yes, the fertility clinic.

(beat)
The doctor said M n needed a new
donor .
Puzzl ed | ook.
LI M

Aunty Chin, | don’t know what
you' re trying to say. W went to
a fertility clinic, and had...
you know, artificial

i nsem nation. And then we got
Robi n.

AUNTY CHI N
That artificial insemnation...
that wasn’t you, Lim

LI M
What do you nean?

AUNTY CHI N
They couldn’t use yours, Lim Mn
had to find a new donor. She
didn’t have the heart to tel
you.

Limstares into the abyss, deep in thought. Mnents pass.

AUNTY CHI N
She tried many tines with yours,
but it just couldn’t work. So she
f ound new donor.
(beat)
| know because | acconpani ed her
to the sperm bank.

Li m stays silent and enotionless. He holds the urn
tightly.
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AUNTY CHI N
She coul dn’t break your heart.

A tear runs down his cheek.
He wipes it.
He ki sses the urn and hugs it.

Robi n appears again. Limstares at Robin, as if seeing
Robin for the first tine.

ROBI N
Pa, the butterfly flew away.

Li m squats down, and gives Robin a | ong hug.

LIM
Come. When | count to three, we
take this ash and throw it out
into the sky ok?

ROBI N
Throw Ma into the sky?

LIM
Ma | oves to fly. So we’'re going
to throw her and let the w nd
t ake her up the sky.

ROBI N
Then she can touch the cl ouds.

Li m and Robin nove towards the edge of the nountain.
Li m grabs a handful of ASH.

LI M
One, two, three.

He throw the ash in the air and the WND takes it away.

It’s Robin's turn. He puts his hand in the urn, takes the
ash and throws into the air.

LI M
Oh, cone on. Throw harder. Like
you did at Ah Gong’s pl ace.

Robin puts his tiny hands into the urn again. It’s that
chrysant hemum pal m nonent agai n.

ROBI N
Pa, your hand is bigger than ny
hand, so you one hand, ne two
hands.



98.

Robi n takes two pal nful and spreads his palns, as the w nd
carries the trail of ash into the horizon.

FLASHBACK

MONTACGE. The pictures hanging on the wall at home cone
alive.

1. Limand Mn on one of their dates - bad fashion sense,
young and very in |ove.

2. Limand Mn at their weddi ng, wal king down the aisle.
She is radiating |ike an angel. He's proud as hell; he got
the girl - the prettiest girl in the world.

3. Mn as a proud air stewardess, |ooking so elegant in
her uniform It’s her first day at work, and she is
serving her custoners wth vigour.

4. Limas a successful business nman, standing in front of
his restaurant with a banner above: "GRAND OPEN NG 4th
Qutlet."

5. Robin as a baby. Limholding Robin clunsily, while Mn
beans with pride. A happy famly.

6. Mn hol di ng baby Robin, pretending she is about to
throw the baby to Lim

6. Their first vacation at a beach. Robin is naking sand
castle, while Limis sipping his cold beer. Mn smles
broadly - probably her happiest nonent in her life as a
wi fe and not her.

END MONTAGE

Robi n continues throwing his nother’s ash in the air. A
big puff spews off the top of the small nountain, as a
thrilled Robin | ooks at the trail of powdery cloud he
creat ed.

Limtakes the | ast handful and hol ds his hand together

W th Robin. Together - ONE BI G PALM TWO SMALL

PALMS. Then, they open their palnms and the wind takes the
ash away.

LI M
Hope | fulfilled your |ast w sh.
You can go now, M n.

ROBI N
Bye bye, M.

The last bits of ash has been bl own away. Lim grabs
Robi n’ s hand.

It’s all over.
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LIM
Let’s go hone.

All three of thembegin their descent fromthe top of the
smal | nount ai n.

They see Ram who nods at them It’s time to go hone.
As the trail of ash blows into the horizon, down bel ow,

three tiny figures nmake their descent, as the sun slowy
sets.

From afar, we see a herd of yaks comi ng their way.

ROBI N
Move to this side, Pal

| NT. ROBERT' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Robert and Aunty Chin are sitting on a sofa.
ROBERT
| swear. Mn’s soul cane back.
even saw footprints!

THE END.



