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FADE I N

I NT. BEN' S ROOM - PRESENT DAY - N GHT

W open on Ben’'s baby picture on a wall in a clean, typica
subur ban honme. We zoom out and di scover we are in the
bedroom of BEN, 19, a lonely teenager. He is sitting on his
bed, waiting for his grandparents to come hone.

He gets up and picks up his cell phone from a desk near by.
He opens the phone and texts (516) 324-7684 - the cell phone
nunber of his grandnot her.

He texts the foll owi ng nessage to her:
"H G andma, when are you com ng hone?"

He sends the nessage. Suddenly, a name and nunber appear on
hi s phone. The caller appears as "Unknown." W don’t know
yet, but it is actually a FRIEND OF A FRI END of his.

He answers the call.

BEN
Hel | 0?

FRI END OF A FRI END
Hel | o Ben.

BEN
VWho is this?

FRI END OF A FRI END
| ama friend of a friend of yours.

BEN
Do we know each ot her?

Friend of a friend avoids answering that question.

FRI END OF A FRI END
| just noved into this nei ghborhood
a few days ago and thought we
shoul d get in touch.

BEN
Real | y? Which friend of mne are
you friends with?

FRI END OF A FRI END
Just a friend. Listen, there' s an
extrenely inportant reason why I
cal | ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

BEN
VWhat is that?

FRI END OF A FRI END
| called to give you a heads up
that in five days, an event wl|
occur that will change your life
forever. You...wll be...

The friend of a friend goes silent for a second.

BEN
Vel | ?

FRI END OF A FRI END
...reunited with soneone you really
never had the chance to know. Your
MOTHER.

BEN
My Mon? My grandparents said she
died when | was only two years ago.

FRI END OF A FRI END
No. She is very much alive and well
and has stuffed away all her
nmenories of you. This is what |
know:

CUT TO

FLASH FORWARD - EXT. PARK - PREDI CTED FUTURE - DAY

As the friend of a friend describes the predicted events, we
see it before our eyes. BEN S nother is 56 years old in this
scene.

FRI END OF A FRI END
(V.0)

You and your nother will neet in
the park. She will drop her purse,
you Il pick it up and give it back
to her. She will see that you have
her blue eyes and brown hair, with
a smal |l beauty mark above your Iip,
i ke your dad. She will talk with
you until she finds out details
that reveal you are her |ong-Iost
son.

CUT BACK TO



I NT. BEN' S ROOM - PRESENT DAY - N GHT

W are back in the present. Ben continues his conversation
with the friend of a friend.

BEN
That's it? That’'s how it will
happen?

FRI END OF A FRI END
Not entirely sure. But fromwhat |

know, yes, it will. And there’s
sonet hi ng you shoul d know before |
hang up.

BEN

VWhat is that?

FRI END OF A FRI END
We have the sane nane.

BEN
What do you nean?

FRI END OF A FRI END
Yes. | amBen. | amthe future YQU.

Ben gets scared once he hears this. He hangs up quickly and
bolts off the bed, dropping his phone on the bed in the
process. He picks up the phone and stares at it, stunned by
the information he just received fromhis future self. He
puts the phone down.

The phone rings again. He hesitates, thinking it’s his
future self calling back. When he | ooks down, he sees that
it is his UNCLE, who is 54 and lives out of state.

He picks up the phone nervously.

BEN
Hi .

UNCLE
H Ben, how s school going?

BEN
Good. Been procrastinating in
finishing up ny assignnments.

UNCLE
| know what you nean. W're so nuch
al i ke. Even though we haven't seen
much of each other, | feel like I
know you as well as | know nyself.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

BEN
| know what you nean. W really
shoul d hang out sonetine. | al nost
didn’t pick up your call. | just

got off the phone from soneone, who
| think, is alunatic trying to...

He hesit ates.

He avoi ds

FLASHBACK

BEN
Hey Uncle, do you know nuch about

nmy past?

UNCLE
| know sone things, Ben. What
exactly are you | ooking for?

BEN
Li ke when | was a baby.

mentioning his nother.

- I NT. GRANDPARENTS HOUSE - PAST -

CUr 10

DAY

As the Uncl e describes the events of Ben s past, we see
BEN S MOTHER, when she was 34, handi ng baby Ben over to the
GRANDPARENTS.

UNCLE

(V.0)
When you were two years old, your
Mom gave you to your grandparents.
Your parents were having probl ens
and it was only supposed to be for
a short time until they could be
sorted out. But things didn't
exactly work out that way. Your
parents di vorced and di ssapear ed.

I NT. BEN' S ROOM - PRESENT DAY - NI GHT

The conver
never real

CUT BACK TO

sation continues. Ben is surprised by the news. He

i zed his parents mght be alive.

UNCLE
| am aware that you are going to
see your Momagain in five days,
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

UNCLE (cont’ d)
and | have cone to warn you that
your neeting with her m ght not go

wel | .
BEN
What do you nean?
UNCLE
Ben, | have a confession. Do you
know who | an?
BEN
Yes. You' re ny uncle.
UNCLE
No. | amyour "Past." | am YOU.

Ben shakes with fear as the Uncle reveals this information.

BEN

Jesus, what should | do?
UNCLE

You' || just have to decide for

yourself if this is sonething you
want to happen.

BEN
Wiy can’t you tell ne nore?

UNCLE
|’mafraid | can’t help you. It’s
your future. My best advice is for
you to think very long and hard
about an encounter with a wonman who
abandoned you, because when you
meet your nother in the next few
days, if you choose to do that, a
consequence. . . beyond anyt hi ng
you’ ve ever inmagined...wll occur!

Ben, in a split second, hangs up, frightened as ever. He is
now lost in a trail of thought. Is this for real or just a
dreanf Is his subconscious tricking himinto believing he
wll establish a relationship that he’s never had but al ways
want ed? He goes to his bed and | ooks up at his baby picture.
W zoomin to the picture, just as we began.

FADE TO WHI TE



FLASHBACK - | NT. GRANDPARENTS HOUSE - PAST - DAY

W see Ben’s Momsniling at us from baby Ben' s perspective
for three seconds.

FADE TO BLACK

THE END



