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GREENWOOD
SCENE 1

EXT. DAY. GARDEN

Two t eenage boys, DAVID and MAXWELL, sit at the top of a
garden in a 'den' they have made in the surroundi ng bushes.
It is sunmmer and we get the feeling of this being a hot,

| azy day.

DAVI D
M. G eenwood nended the fence
t oday.

DAVID | eans fromthe edge of the den

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
Just there, | ook.

DAVI D points up the garden at a slatted fence.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
See where it's lighter than the
ot her bits? Five panels up. See?

MAXVELL follows DAVID s finger in the air until his eyes
arrive at the slat in the fence a shade paler than all the
ot hers. He nods.

MAXWEL L
Ch yeah, | see it.

DAVI D sits back on his heels.

DAVI D
Early this norning. Probably before
you were even up. You know he's
been doin'" odd jobs like that for
years. Wonder if he ever had a
proper job, bet he didn't, or, not
for years anyway.

MAXVEELL nods agai n.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
Bet he was never a drone, you know,
not |ike everybody else. He's
different. Lives his own way, you
know, by his own rules. You' d never
catch Greenwood workin, like, in a
bank or sonething. Besides, he
needs the open air, you know, he
needs to be workin outside where
he can breathe free. That's the

( MORE)



DAVI D ( CONT' D)
way you wanna be, no boss, work
when you want. Course, he can't
manage |i ke he used to, not now
he's gettin' on like he is.

MAXVEL L
s he?

DAVI D
Yeah, course he is. Mist be...
don't know, but he's getting old
now. He is grey and everythin'.

MAXVEL L
s he?

DAVI D
Yeah, haven't you noticed?

DAVID waits for a nonment, but MAXWELL doesn't answer.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
Cour se, you probably haven't noticed
‘cause of that hat he wears.

MAXWVEL L
Hat ?

DAVI D
Yeah, that straw hat he wears to
protect himfromthe sun. Needs it
on days like this though.

DAVID sits back in the den, his hands on the ground behind
him arns straight and his |legs stretched out in front of
him He raises his face to the sky and cl oses his eyes as
if he is sunbathing

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
That's why you haven't seen he's
goi ng grey.

The two boys sit for a noment. MAXWELL | ooks tentatively
at DAVID, as if he is checking his nmood. It is obvious
that DAVID is the 'l eader’' and MAXVELL is sonmewhat

subm ssive. DAVID opens his eyes and sits forward slightly

MAXWVEL L
(hesitantly) Tal ki ng about getting
ol der, 1 was thinking, now we're

(PAUSE) not ki ds anynore (PAUSE) us
having this den, you know, it's..



DAVI D appears to have not heard MAXWELL and i gnores what
he sai d.

DAVI D
We coul d nmake this bigger, you
know.

DAVI D pats the ground they sit on.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
We need to do it properly. Get us
a roof of sone kind for it.

MAXVELL is sitting slightly back from DAVI D now t hat DAVI D
has sat forward. MAXWELL stares at himw th trepidation.

DAVI D turns and | ooks at himwith hardness in his face.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
(self assured) Don't you think? I
mean, it's our place, this, it's
ours.

MAXWEL L
Yeah, but...

DAVI D
But what? You wanna be indoors
W th your parents, is that it?
You'd rather be in the house with
your dad?

MAXWEL L
No, | didn't nean...

DAVI D
Exactly. So this is our place. No
nosey buggers snoopi ng at what
we're doin, listening to what we're
sayi ng.

MAXWEL L
My dad dunt do that.

DAVI D
How do you know?

DAVID turns around in his sitting position so that he's
now faci ng MAXWELL

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
How do you know he's not |istening
to eve

rything you're up to, watching every nove you make?



MAXV\EL L
Why woul d he do that?
DAVI D
'Cause he's one of them isn't he?
MAXV\EL L
One of who?
DAVI D

Theml d d 'uns!

MAXVELL is | ooking at DAVID with uncertainty.

DAVID remains sitting in the sane position,
head away from MAXWELL' S face and | ooks forward,

MAXVAEL L
| thought you just said G eenwood' s
old and you don't talk about him
i ke that.

DAVI D
He's different and you know it.
He's not |like them He's a free
spirit.

MAXWVEL L
Yeah, well ny dad's not |ike that
ei ther (PAUSE) and you know it.
Just 'cause you haven't got a..

but turns his

i gnoring

what MAXVELL just said and not allowing himto finish his

sent ence.

DAVI D
My mum s al ways wat chi ng what |'m
doi ng, al ways snoopi ng about ny
stuff and shoving her nose in. |
bet your mum's the sanme, even if
you don't know it.

MAXWEL L
How can she do that? She's out al
the tine.

DAVI D
So, she gets your dad to watch out
i nstead, that's what he's doing,
that's what | nmean. Alright, it's
not his fault, 1'll give you that,
your old man doesn't have a choi ce,
not since he lost his job like
that and she had to go full tinme
instead, |I nmean | know that's not

( MORE)



DAVI D ( CONT' D)
his fault and everything, and |
bet she goes on at himto watch
what you're up to, but still...

MAXWEL L
(calmy) I neant your num

DAVI D turns back sharply to | ook at MAXWELL

DAVI D
What ?

MAXWVEL L
| meant your nmumis out all the
time, | nmeant how can your mum be

wat chi ng what you're up to all the
time if she's not even here?

DAVI D turns away from MAXWELL and sits forward again.

MAXVELL ( CONT' D)
And why do we need to be out here
anyway? There's no one hone at
yours, why can't we just go in
your house instead of this (PAUSE)

den?

DAVI D
Because we can't.

MAXWEL L
But why?

DAVI D

Because we just can't.

MAXWEL L
s it because your mumwon't |et
us in the house?

DAVI D

(a hint of anger

and frustration in

hi s voi ce)
It's because | don't want to,
al right? Because this den is ours,
that's why. Because we can do what
we want in here, say what we want,
and there's no one to tell us not
to. That's better than being in
the stupid house. That's better
t han anyt hi ng.



MAXWEL L
But why won't she let us in the
house? Why aren't you ever at hone
when she's out? Way does she nake
you stay outdoors? You're old enough
now to be in the house on your
own. . .

DAVI D
(angry now) Just shut up about ny
mm wll you?

MAXVELL | ooks shocked and stung by DAVID s out burst.

MAXVAEL L
(quietly) Alright, sorry | spoke,
| just thought...

DAVI D
(cal mer now) Anyway, if we were in
the house all the time we'd never
see G eenwood when he was around.
It'd be boring in doors all the
time, we'd never see him going
about in his dungarees with his
straw hat on and everyt hi ng,
carrying pots of paint around,
going off to nend a fence and stuff.
If we weren't in our den we'd never
see anything that goes on round
her e.

MAXWELL watches DAVID for a second, there's a tense quiet
bet ween t hem

MAXVAEL L
Not hi ng ever goes on around here.

DAVI D
Course it does, you're just not
| ooki ng hard enough.

MAXWVEL L
" m not ?
DAVI D
Nah, see, you' ve got to | ook at
things, | nean really look. I'm
not just tal king about people
either, | nmean (PAUSE) things.
MAXWVEL L

What t hi ngs?



DAVI D
Com ngs and goi ngs. That house up
the street for instance, that one
with the 'To Let' sign outside it,
i ke, always, even though there's
al ways people living in it.

MAXWEL L
VWhat about it?

DAVI D
Well, don't you think that's odd?
Don't you wonder about it? There's
people living in it, like, always,
li ke for ages, and yet it's always
up for rent. What's with that?

MAXVEL L
| dunno.

DAVI D
But don't you wonder? Suppose they'd
been human trafficked.

MAXWVEL L
Eh?

DAVI D
Human trafficked, you know, bought
and sold, prom sed a better life
when really they're being brought
tolivein a crappy little town
house in a crappy place like this.

MAXWVEL L
| know what human trafficking is,
| meant why woul d you suppose they'd
been human trafficked?

DAVI D
| don't. I'mjust sayin, there
coul d be anything going on in that
house.

MAXWVEL L
O not hi ng.

DAVI D
They coul d be pretend tenants.

MAXVEL L
Pretend tenants?



DAVI D
Yeah, like, the landlord has 'em
in there and they're all nice and
that, all tidy and clean and keep
the place |Iikew se, and then when
he shows peopl e round he says these
tenants are noving out and that's
why the place wll be enpty, but
‘cause they're in there now t hem
peopl e who go | ooki ng round t hink
(Puts on | a-di-da voice)' oooh,
what a |ovely house with |ovely
people init, maybe if we nove in
here we'll be this |ovely'

MAXVELL is staring at DAVID and shakes his head

MAXVAEL L
You're of f your rocker, you.

DAVI D
Come on, it's gotta be sonething
weird goin on over there, don't
you t hi nk?

MAXWEL L
Can't say |'ve noti ced.

DAVI D PO NTS AT MAXVELL

DAVI D

See, that's your problem
MAXVAEL L

It is?
DAVI D

Yeah. You never notice what's going
on around you. WAl k around with
your bl oody eyes shut, you do.
That's why you never seen G eenwood
this norni ng nmendi ng that fence,

or noticed he's going grey, or,

i ke, anyt hing.
MAXWVEL L
Suppose
DAVI D

Yeah, su-Dbl oody-pose. That's what

| " mtal ki ng about, see, being out

here like this, having this place,

just ours, no one to bother us, no

ol dies sticking their noses in, no
( MORE)



DAVI D ( CONT' D)
one telling us what to do or what
to say, and, we get to watch over
all that's goin on. W get to see
it all. Al the com ngs and goi ngs.
It's our castle, see.

MAXVAEL L
It just seens...

DAVI D
It seens what ?

MAXWVEL L
It just seens like we're too old
for stuff like this now

DAVI D
Who says? What you wanna be |ike
the ol di es? You wanna be |i ke your
dad and sit indoors all day?

MAXWVEL L
No, | didn't nean (PAUSE) | just
mean (PAUSE) We | eave school in a
year, we can't still be sitting in
a den when we've left school

DAVI D
Al the nore reason.

MAXWVEL L
Eh?

DAVI D
Al the nore reason to get on with
it and make it brilliant now Like
you say, in ayear's time we'll be

nmoving on, so this is our |ast
chance.

MAXWEL L
Last chance?
DAVI D
Yeah, | get what you're saying, we

won't have tine anynore after next
year, we'll be busy doi ng (PAUSE)
what ever we're doing, so it's now
or never. We get this intip top
shape now, this sumer, while we
still can. Cone on, it's like a

| ast st and.



10.
MAXVEELL LAUGHS

MAXWEL L
A last stand?
DAVI D
Yeah, just you and ne agai nst the

wor | d.

MAXWELL sl owy nods his head and | ooks up above where they
sit

MAXWEL L
A roof, you say?

DAVI D turns and smles at MAXWELL

DAVI D
Yeah, that way we're protected if
it rains. |I've been thinking about

it for a while, you know, we've
had this den for years, since we
were little, but we've always had
to go in when it rains and stuff.
We've had to go down the shopping
centre or somepl ace.

MAXWAEL L
We can always go in mne, dad won't
m nd.

DAVI D

Yeah, right, course he woul d.
Anyway, that's what | nean, we've
al ways had to find sonewhere to go
when the weather's bad. Well, if
we sort it out properly we won't
need to worry. Then the den's
protected and we're protected and
(PAUSE) a roof would do that.

MAXVAEL L
My dad's got sone old pieces of
corrugated iron and stuff we could
use.

DAVI D
Yeah? Good, that would do it.

MAXVELL starts to wiggle out of the den.

MAXWEL L
"1l go and have a | ook, shall 17?

MAXVELL stands up and begins to wal k away.



11.
DAVID calls after himas he goes.

DAVI D
And we could dig down, nmake it
even bigger. D g down deep here.
W need a spade. | bet old
G eenwood' s got a good one.

SCENE 2
| NT. DAY. KITCHEN

MAXVELL is standing, |eaning against the kitchen table.
MAXWELL'S DAD is sitting at the table, unblocking the pipe
of a vacuum cl eaner he has on the table. MAXWELL'S DAD is
di shevel | ed, unshaven, nessy hair, slovenly dressed.

MAXVAEL L
It's a nice day out there today,
dad.
MAXVELL' S DAD doesn't | ook up from what he's doing.

MAXVEELL' S DAD

s 1t?

MAXWEL L
Yeah, you should go out or
sonet hi ng.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
|'ve been out. It's hot. Now |'m
back i n.

MAXWEL L
Where did you go?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Round and about.

MAXWVEL L
Doi ng what ?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
St uf f

MAXWEL L
You noticed that house up the road
that's always for rent, but has
people living in it?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Eh?



MAXWVEL L
That house with the "to let' sign
al ways outside it, but it's never

enpty.

MAXVELL' S DAD
What you goi n on about?

MAXWVEL L

David reckons it could be for human

trafficking.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
VWat the bl oody hell?

MAXWVEL L
Not saying | do, not sayin I think
that, just that it's weird.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
You need to m nd your own business,
lad. Thinkin up daft things |ike
t hat .

MAXWEL L
So, you haven't noticed it then
(PAUSE) when you' ve been out?

MAXVELL' S DAD
No, | bl oody haven't.

MAXWEL L
They coul d be pretend tenants.

MAXWELL' S DAD
Pretend tenants?

MAXWEL L
Yeah, like, put in there to make
t he house | ook good for real
t enant s.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
"1l give you pretend bl oody
tenants. (shakes his head) You
ki ds have far too nuch tinme on
your hands, that's your problem
Too nmuch tinme sitting around
t hi nki ng up daft bl oody stories
about things that's none of your
busi ness.

MAXWEL L
So, you haven't noticed it then?

12.



PAUSE

MAXWVEL L

*'S DAD

| have got other things to do, you

know

*'S DAD

it ook |ike?

'S DAD

MAXWEL L
What you doi n now?

MAXWEL L
Fixing this, what's

MAXWEL L
What is it?

MAXWEL L
A bl oody space ship.

MAXWEL L
Eh?

MAXWEL L

'S DAD

's a hoover, lad. Wat do you

|t
think it is?

13.

MAXVELL hesitates and | ooks shifty standing by the chair.

MAXVEELL' S

MAXVEELL' S

'S DAD

MAXWVEL L

Tal ki ng about fixing things.
MAXWEL L

Yeah?
MAXWVEL L

You know there's those ol d sheets
of corrugated iron in the shed?

DAD i s concentrating on what he's doing

MAXWELL ( CONT' D)

Dad.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah, just a sec, |'ve al nost done
this now. |'m buggered if |'m buying

a new one, not if |
Just needs a good c

DAD pushes a long stick into the pipe

MAXVEL L
So, can | use 'enf

MAXWVEL L
Eh?

can fix this.

| ean, |

'S DAD

bet .



MAXWVEL L
The corrugated iron. In the shed.
Can | use it?

MAXVELL' S DAD
What do you want that for?

MAXWVEL L
(hesitantly) It's just (PAUSE)
sonet hing ne and David are doing.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
What ?

MAXVEL L
VWhat what ?

MAXVELL' S DAD
What are you doing? Wiat is it you
want to do with sone old corrugated
iron?

MAXWEL L
| thought you weren't |istening.
t hought you were too busy ( MAXWELL
notions to the vacuum cl eaner parts
on the table) fixing that.

MAXVEELL' S DAD

(still watching what he's doing) |
can fix sonething and |listen at
the sane time, lad, |I'mclever

li ke that. Just 'cause ny hands
are busy doesn't nean |'m not paying
attention to what you're up to.

MAXWEL L
What do you nean?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
What do you want the corrugated
iron for?

MAXVAEL L
Not hing, it's (PAUSE) we're just
(PAUSE) buil ding stuff.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Stuff? Building what stuff?

MAXWEL L
Just stuff, alright. It's just
sonmet hing ne and David are worKking
on.



MAXVEELL' s
time

MAXVEELL' S

15.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Wor ki ng on?

MAXWEL L
(slight annoyance creeping into
hi s voi ce) Yeah, you know, sonething
me and David are working on, as
in, it'"s ours and it's nothing to
do with you

DAD | ooks up fromwhat he's doing for the first

MAXVELL' S DAD
Ch yeah?

MAXWEL L
Yeah. W are ol d enough, you know.
We can do things that don't concern
you.

MAXWELL' S DAD
| never said...

MAXWEL L
(cutting off his dad' s sentence)
Well, you don't need to be so

interested in what |'m doing. You
don't have to be (PAUSE) wat ching

what |' m doi ng.

DAD goes back to cl eaning out the pipe

MAXVEELL' S DAD

Never said | was interested. | was
j ust asking what you want that old
junk for.

MAXV\EL L

We're just (PAUSE) buil ding
something with it.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Yeah, well, you've gotta be careful

MAXWEL L
What do you nean?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
| mean you're handling sonething
you don't know how to handl e there.
You're dealing with sonething that
m ght be too nmuch for you, and you
could be the one who ends up com ng
a cropper.
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MAXWVEL L
|"mold enough to..

MAXVELL" S DAD
(cutting off MAXWELL's sent ence)
You think you are.

MAXVAEL L
It's just some old corrugated iron.

MAXVELL' S DAD st ops cl eaning out the pipe, puts everything
down on the table and | ooks up at MAXWELL

MAXVELL"' S DAD
These things can be nore dangerous
than they | ook. You m ght think
you know, kid of your age al ways
t hi nks they know better, always
t hi nk they know everyt hing, but
you don't. |I'mjust saying you' ve
gotta be careful. Sonmething | ooks
like it's a harm ess piece of old
iron, could be covered in rust,
you start messing with it, get
yourself in a sticky situation,
before you know it you're in deep
bot her.

MAXWVEL L
Eh?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
That rust gets in your blood you' ve
got an infection.

MAXVEL L
Cone on.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
What ? You don't think that can
happen. Believe ne boy it can
happen. Anyt hi ng can happen.
Speci ally when you' re not wat chi ng
yoursel f. Specially when you're
pl ayi ng around with things that
m ght be danger ous.

MAXWEL L
You sound |i ke nmum

MAXVEELL' S DAD

What you sayi n? Just because | show a bit of concern for
your well being | sound |ike a bl oody woman?
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MAXVAELL.

| was just sayin. It's a bit (PAUSE) over the top. Sounds
i ke sonmething mum woul d nore |ikely say.

MAXVEELL' S DAD.

Yeah well you can't be too careful, and maybe | do think
nmore on stuff now |I'mstuck at hone all the tine. Maybe
your nother doesn't have tinme now to be the one thinking
and saying stuff |ike that.

MAXVAELL.

So, what? Now |I' m gonna have you breathing down ny neck?
You're taking over fromwhere she |eft off?

MAXVEELL' S DAD.

Yeah well, there's worse things, | suppose, there's worse
things to sound like, there's worse wonen to sound Iike.
At | east your nother's not off her bleedin head |ike that
one next door.

MAXWELL.
You nean David's nunf
MAXVEELL' S DAD.

Next door. You know. Cones in at all hours. Looks |like a
pr ossy.

MAXWVELL .

Eh?

MAXVELL"' S DAD.

(shakes his head) Never m nd

MAXVELL ( CONT' D)

So, can | use that old iron, or
what ?

(MAXVELL' s DAD pi cks

t he pi pe back up

off the table and

starts cleaning it

agai n)
MAXVELL' S DAD.

Yeah, yeah, whatever you want, | ad.

(MAXVELL starts to wal k away to | eave the house again)
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MAXVEELL' S DAD.

(calling after MAXWELL) Renenber what | said, mnd, just
' cause sonething seens alright dunt nean it's not dangerous

SCENE 3
EXT. DAY. GARDEN

MAXWELL is at the den, placing sheets of corrugated iron
on the den as the roof. DAVID wal ks back in to the scene,
carrying a garden spade.

DAVI D.

He said we could borrowit, but we've got to get it back
to himby 4, so we haven't got |ong.

MAXWVELL .

Eh? Who?

DAVI D.

G eenwood, you div, who do you think?

MAXVELL nods silently again and turns back to the roof of
t he den.

DAVID goes in to the den and begins to dig the ground.

DAVI D
| reckon he's been doin' sone nore
pai nti ng, maybe at yours. Did you
see hi mwhen you went and picked
up this roof?

MAXVELL SHAKES H S HEAD

MAXVAEL L
No, but | was only there a m nute.
| just got it and cane back.
Except. ..

DAVI D
" Cept what ?

MAXWEL L
Maybe you were right.

DAVI D
About what ?



MAXVAEL L
Dad. Parents, Ad 'uns. Al ways
havin a go, always bein in our
business. It's like they think
we're stupid or sonething. It's
i1 ke they think we can't do anyt hing
right and we're gonna get ourselves
bl oody killed everytinme we | eave
t he bl oody house.

DAVI D
Exactly. What did | say? Who needs
‘enf?

MAXWVEL L
Yeah well, | just nean (PAUSE) he
needs to trust me a bit nore. Have
nore faith in nme, you know. | nean,

you were right when you said they're
al ways stickin their noses in.

It's like he thinks I"'mstill a

kid, and I'"'mnot, right?

DAVI D
Ri ght .
MAXVAEL L
| nmean, | can take care of nyself.
| know what |'m doin.
DAVI D
You do.
MAXVAEL L

| nmean, it was ne who thought of
this for the roof, right? And al

he can go on about is how dangerous
it is. Dangerous. Honestly.

DAVI D reaches up and pats the roof

DAVI D

Yep. Good roof that. Lucky it was
there alright, or we would have
had to go and ask G eenwood, and,
you know, | don't |ike asking him
for stuff all the tinme, you know,
not too rmuch. Yep, you were sharp
there, renmenbering this was down
in your old man's shed.

MAXVAEL L
Dad keeps all this junk in the
shed, you know how he does, there's
( MORE)
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MAXVEELL ( CONT' D)
| oads of stuff like this in there,
t hough god knows what he's gonna
dowithit all. That's why I thought
( MAXVEELL SHRUGS) you know, he won't
mss it, he's probably never gonna
use it. So we mght as well have
it.

DAVI D
Yeah, that's right, it's a crying
shanme when there's stuff just
sitting there |ike that, not getting
used. But your old nman does |ike
to tinker, doesn't he?

MAXVAEL L
Ti nker ?
DAVI D
Yeah, | nean, you know, he I|ikes

to mess around with stuff |ike
that, but he's only nessin around
with it, not serious, like. He's
got a lot of stuff |ike that back
there at yours. | mean, not as
much as G eenwood's got obviously
‘cause he needs it nore, |ike,
with it being his work and that,
but your dad likes to get his hands
dirty now and then, | know Just,
i ke you say, he's got that much
j unk back there.

MAXVELL stops what he's doing and | ooks at DAVI D

MAXWVEL L
Suppose.

DAVID is still digging, but is glancing back at MAXWELL

DAVI D
Yeah, well, |I'm not saying...
mean your dad's alright. I'm]just

sayi ng, you know, | can understand
why he |ikes to keep busy since he

| ost his job and everything. But
it's not |ike people pay himto do
stuff like that, not |ike G eenwood.
That's why he does alright out of
it, Geenwood, that's why people
round here need him | nean, who

el se is gonna go round fixing stuff
up like that?



MAXVELL carries on placing corrugated iron on the roof

MAXWEL L
My dad's al ways done stuff |ike
t hat .

DAVI D

Yeah, but only, |ike, as a hobby,
that's what | nean, not regul ar
i ke, not relied upon.

MAXWVEL L
Suppose.

DAVI D
So, did you see hinf

MAXVAEL L
My dad? Yeah, he was in the kitchen,
fixing an old hoover or sonething,
so | just asked himif I could use
it.

DAVI D
Not your dad, nuppet, G eenwood.
Did you see hinf

MAXWEL L
See hi nf?
DAVI D
Yeah, like | said, | reckon he's

been doin sone painting, fences or
probably a garage door or sonething.
Qut si de, you know, he al ways wor ks
out si de. Thought maybe he was round
at yours.

MAXWVEL L
No, no, just ny dad.
DAVI D
You sure?
MAXWVEL L
"' m sure.
DAVI D
Right, well, could have been at

yours earlier then, or sonmeone

el se's. He had those dungarees on

t hat he wears when he's worKkin,

you know? And they were all covered
in paint |ike.
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DAVI D carries on digging.

MAXWEL L
VWll, he couldn't have been at
m ne just now, could he? Not if
you saw hi m when you went to borrow
t hat spade.

DAVI D
Huh?

MAXWVEL L
How coul d | have seen himat m ne
when | was picking up this roof if
that's when you were getting the
spade of f hinf

DAVI D
VWhat ? W' re on the sane street,
aren't we? | had to wal k past your
house, you could easily have seen
hi m before or after | did.

MAXVELL has finished wwth the roof and is staring at DAVID

MAXWEL L
Where did you see hinf
DAVI D
Eh?
MAXWEL L

G eenwood, where did you see him
when you got the spade off hinf

DAVI D
Does it nmatter?

MAXVAEL L
" mjust sayin. W' ve only been
gone five mnutes, so unless you
got the spade off himright outside
my house or you wal ked back here
with him how could |I have seen
hi n?

DAVI D stops digging and | eans on his spade, | aughing

DAVI D
Yeah, alright, 1'lIl give you that.
You got ne there, wasn't thinking,
was | ?



MAXWEL L
So, you wal ked past ny house and
then you saw himw th the spade?

DAVI D
Eh? Yeah, yeah, that's right.

MAXWEL L
Where did you see hinf

DAVI D
What you goi n on about?

MAXVAEL L
| was only gone five mnutes, so
unl ess you saw hi mright outside
nmy house how can you have been
back here before nme?

DAVI D
VWhat? | was right behind you

MAXWVEL L
You were right behind nme? Wen
went home?

DAVI D
Yeah, | was right behind you, and
| saw you go in, and...

MAXWVEL L
And?

DAVI D
(angry) For god's sake, shut up,
wll you? Just shut up about it!

There's a pause and MAXVELL | ooks shocked by DAVID s
outburst and a little scared of him

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
(avoi di ng MAXVEELL' S eye and cal m
now). We can dig this whole area

out and it'll make the den even
bi gger.
MAXWVEL L
(quiet)That' Il take sone tine.
DAVI D

So? If there's one thing we've got
| ots of over the sumer it's tine.

MAXWEL L
What about the spade?
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DAVI D
VWhat about it?

MAXVAEL L
Don't you have to give it back?

DAVID | ooks at his watch. He stops digging and shouts,
al ar ned.

DAVI D
Aw, dam it!

MAXWEL L
VWhat's wrong?

DAVI D
It's nearly 4 already. | said I'd
have the spade back to old G eenwood
by 4, didn't I? He won't be happy
if I"'mlate, you know what he's
like. He'll get angry. |I'd better

go.

MAXVEL L
[t's nowhere near 4.

DAVI D
Yeah, but |'ve gotta get it back
to himand | don't rightly know
where he is just now, do |I? So
|"ve gotta find himfirst. Like
you said, |I've got to give it back
that was the deal, after all, it
is his, it does belong to him so
|"ve got give it back

MAXVEL L
| didn't nean now

DAVI D
Yeah, but you're right, 1've got
to get it back, or...

MAXWV\EL L
O what?

DAVI D
You know how he can get.

MAXWVEL L
How can he get?

DAVI D
You know, one m nute he's fine,
the next...
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MAXVEL L
s he?

DAVI D
Yeah, course, he's a cranky old
git sonetines, you know that.

MAXWVEL L
(frowning) But we haven't finished.
DAVI D
| know, | know. 1'Il see if he'l
let nme hang onto it for a bit.
Probably will, or | can get it
back off himlater...1"'Il sort it,
don't worry, |I'Il snooth things
over.
MAXWVEL L

| didn't nmean you had to go now, |
just nmeant (PAUSE) what about al
this?

DAVI D
W can finish it later, or tonorrow
we' ve got | oads of tine

MAXWEL L
But .

DAVI D
| don't want to get on the wong
si de of G eenwood.

MAXVELL wat ches as DAVID wal ks away fromthe den, trailing
t he heavy spade on the ground behind him he shakes his
head, a | ook of bew | derment on MAXVELL's face.

MAXWEL L
(shouting after DAVID) Were are
you goi ng?

DAVI D
To find him

MAXVAEL L
Wy are you going that way?

DAVI D
(shrugs) He gets about. Wio knows
whi ch house he's working at today,
"1l have to have a wal k around,
you know, to find him
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DAVI D LOOKS BACK AT MAXVELL

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
You mght as well get off for a

bit.

MAXVAEL L
"Il stay here.

DAVI D
Nah, 'cause (PAUSE) | don't know
how long I'lIl be, see, and, well,
you could be waiting ages. |'ve

got to find G eenwood again, and
you know what he's |ike, he could
be anywhere.

MAXWVEL L
Suppose.

DAVI D
Yeah, so you mght as well get off
for a bit.

DAVI D hesitates, watching MAXWELL and waiting for himto
go. MAXVEELL gets up and begi ns wal ki ng away

MAXWEL L
So, see you later then.

DAVI D
Yeah, see you later.

MAXVELL | eaves, and only when he's sure MAXVWELL has gone,
does DAVID nove off again, leaving in the other direction

SCENE 4
| NT. DAY. KITCHEN

MAXVELL is sitting at the kitchen table. MAXWELL'S DAD i s
sitting opposite him unscrewing the front panel off a
home PC hard drive

MAXVEELL' S DAD
(concentrating on what he's doi ng)
No wonder this thing was making
such a racket, sounded |i ke a bl oody
jet engine, it did. It's full of
dust in here. You wouldn't believe
it, just conme and | ook at this
| ad, woul d you?

MAXVELL steps around to his dad's side of the table and
peers in
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MAXWVEL L

Yeah, that's dusty.

MAXVWELL' S DAD stares up at himin disbelief at his words

Dusty?

MAXVEELL' S DAD

MAXWELL' S DAD shakes his head then turns back to the pc

MAXWELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)

Pass nme that paintbrush, would

you?

Pai nt br ush?

MAXWVEL L

MAXVEELL' S DAD

Yeah, just there in front of you.

MAXWELL finds a snal
to his dad

pai nt brush on the table and hands it

MAXWVEL L

What you gonna do with that?

MAXVEELL' S DAD

Clean this out, of course. A

pai nt brush's not just for painting,
you know, sane as a table's not
just for eating off.

MAXVELL' S DAD begins to clean the inside of the drive with
t he pai ntbrush MAXVWELL sits down opposite his dad at the

tabl e again

MAXWEL L
Dad.
MAXVEELL' S DAD
(still concentrating on what he's

doi ng) Yeah?

MAXWVEL L

Did you nmend the fence this norning?

MAXVEELL' S DAD

(not | ooking at MAXWELL, only
| ooki ng at what he's doing) Eh?

MAXWVEL L

This norning, did you nend the

f ence?



MAXWELL' S DAD
VWhat fence?

MAXWEL L
Qurs. The one between us and next
door, between our garden and
David's. Was it you who nended it?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Yeah, why?

MAXWELL doesn't answer, just watches his dad,
| ook on MAXVELL' S face

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
See this, lad, how all the nuck
has got in here. Just needs a good
clean out, see, and it'll be as
good as new. Just needs all this
grot sweeping out of it, a bit of
care and attention like this and
it'"lIl be 100% See, a conputer is
like a brain, |ad.

MAXVEL L
A brain?

MAXVELL' S DAD
Yeah, just like a human brain, you
keep it in good condition and it'l|
work fine, you let it get clogged
up with crap and, well, you end up
wi th probl ens.

MAXWELL watches his dad working for a nonment

MAXWVEL L
Dad.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah?

MAXVAEL L
VWhat happened to David' s dad?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Eh?

MAXWEL L
David, you know, ny mate, next
door, where's his dad?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
That | ad you hang round wth?

a pensive
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MAXWEL L
Yeah, only he never tal ks about
his dad and | just wondered.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
He the one who wanted t hat
corrugated iron out of ny shed?

MAXVAEL L
No, | told you, we were using it
for sonething, it was both of us.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Yeah, well, you say that.

MAXVEL L
VWhat's that nean?

MAXVELL' S DAD
| mean you're so easily |ed,
Maxwel | , you've gotta speak up
sonetines. | told you, there's
stuff you shunt be playing about
wit h.

MAXWEL L
Speak up? About what ?

MAXVELL' S DAD st ops what he's doing and | ooks up at MAXWELL

MAXVELL' S DAD
What ever it is needs speaking up
about. If you know sonet hi ng needs
saying then say it.

MAXVAEL L
(hesitates) | don't know anyt hi ng
t hat needs sayi ng.

( MAXVEELL' S DAD
shrugs and goes back to cl eaning
out the conputer on the table)

MAXWVEL L
VWhat did you nean stuff | shunt be
pl ayi ng around with? You nean |
shunt hang around with David? He's
nmy best mate. He's al ways been ny
best mate.

MAXVELL' S DAD
| f you say so.

MAXWEL L
But . ..



MAXVEELL' S DAD
But what ?

MAXWELL bends his head a little and nutters

MAXVAEL L
David' s alright.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Never said he wasn't.

MAXWELL | ooks up at his dad again

MAXVAEL L
He is ny best mate, it's just...

MAXWELL' S DAD
Just what ?

MAXWVEL L
| nmean he's alright, just (PAUSE)
where is his dad? David, what
happened to his dad?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Far as | know he buggered off.

MAXVEL L
He left thenf

MAXVELL' S DAD
Yeah, far as | know, but |I'm not
one for being in other people's
busi ness, and neither shoul d you.
If the |ad wanted you to know about
it he'd tell you.

MAXWEL L
But you just said...

MAXVELL' S DAD
| just said nothing, lad. It's
about what you're hearin, not what
|"msaying. It's about what you're
hearin and seein and what you make
of it.

MAXWVEL L
| don't foll ow MAXVELL'S DAD st ops
what he's doi ng again and | ooks at
MAXWVEL L
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MAXWELL' S DAD
See, inthis life Maxwell, there
are those who | ead and t hose who
foll ow. See, everybody needs soneone

to foll ow
MAXWEL L
But what if you're one of them who
| eads?
MAXVEELL' S DAD
Eh?

MAXWEL L
You just said there are those who
| ead and those who foll ow. How can
everybody need soneone to follow
if there are those who | ead?

MAXVWELL' S DAD screws up his face in annoyance and starts
cleaning in the pc again

MAXVEELL' S DAD
See, that's what | said, it's not
about what |'msaying, it's about
what you're hearin. Thing is, you're
a follower and he's a | eader.

MAXWEL L
What do you nean I'ma follower?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Like | said, he's a | eader.

MAXV\EL L
Davi d?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah, David. Now, if you're a |eader
right, which he is, you're stil
foll ow ng sonet hing, just not,
like, inreal tine, not |ike you
follow him So, even | eaders have,
like, a tenplate, a point of
reference, inspiration. You with
me?

MAXWELL frowns and nods his head

MAXVEL L
| think so.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
But what you've got there with
young David is (PAUSE) a problem



MAXVEELL' S
doi ng

MAXWEL L
A probl enf?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah, a problem Ask yourself,
what's his point of reference? His
dad left them when he was too young
to even renenber him so what's
his tenplate? Who's his inspiration?
' Cause you can be dam sure it's
not that nother of his.

MAXWEL L
What do you nean about his nunf

DAD goes back to concentrating on what he's

MAXVEELL' S DAD
What ?

MAXVEKL L
What you said about David's num
just now, and earlier.

MAXVELL' S DAD
VWhat did | say about his mum
earlier?

MAXVAEL L
You said she | ooks |ike a prossy.
What does that nean?

MAXVELL' S DAD
| nmean, she's (PAUSE) not exactly
what a not her shoul d be, not what
you' d want in a nother.

MAXWEL L
How do you nean?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
| nmean that's no way to be carrying
on, worman of her age, with a boy
at hone, it's no way to be. She
goes off out sonetines, wal ks past
our front w ndow, some of the things
she wears, I'mtelling you, she
coul d have your eye out wth get
up like that.

MAXVAEL L
You're saying that's why David's
dad left?
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MAXVEELL' S DAD
No, lad, I'mnot saying that. \Wat
did 1 tell you? It's not about
what |'msaying it's about how
you're hearin it. There's no tellin
why his dad | eft. How the hel
shoul d I know what went on there?

MAXWEL L
But you just said...

MAXVELL' S DAD
| said she's flighty, that's what
| said, | dint say she deserved to
be abandoned and end up with a
bl oody cracked pot for a son.

MAXWVEL L
Eh? Davi d?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Ch, | know he's your mate and
everything, but like |I said, think
about it, whose footsteps is he
following in, en? No nmale role
nodel . You can say what you I|i ke,
but a boy needs that.

MAXWEL L
But he does have...

MAXVELL pauses and appears to think about what he was about
to say

MAXVEELL ( CONT' D)
You did say it was you who nended
the fence this norning, didn't you
dad?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah, so?

MAXWVEL L
Not hing, it doesn't matter.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
No, well course it doesn't, it's
just a fence.

MAXWEL L
Yeah, it's just a fence, but...

MAXVEELL' S DAD
But what ?



MAXVEELL' S
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MAXVAEL L
What you said before about speaking
up.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Yeah.

MAXWVEL L
Were you tal ki ng about anyt hi ng
(PAUSE) in particular.

DAD stops what he's doing and | ooks at MAXWELL

MAXVELL"' S DAD
You got sonething to say, |ad?

MAXWVEL L
No, | didn't nean (PAUSE) | just
meant . . .

MAXVELL' S DAD
You just neant what?

MAXWV\EL L
You don't think some things are
better |eft alone, better |eft
unsai d?

MAXVELL" S DAD
Yeah, sone things.

MAXVAEL L
Well, how do you know which is
whi ch?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Eh?

MAXWEL L
How do you know whi ch things you
shoul d speak up about and which
you shoul d stay qui et about?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Have you got sonething to say?
'Cause if you have, just say it.
I f there's sonething you want to
tell me, sonething you' ve been up
to...

MAXVAEL L
| haven't been up to anything.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Are you sure now?
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MAXWVEL L
Wll, | wouldn't tell you if I
had.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Oh, that's charm ng, that is.

MAXWVEL L
You' re al ways sticking your nose
in. | haven't been up to anything,

SO you can stop askin.

MAXVEELL' S DAD

Right, I will then. If that's how
it is, if I"'mso bloody nosey al
the tinme, I'll stop bothering then,
shall 1? See how you |ike that.
MAXWEL L
Fi ne.
MAXVEELL' S DAD
Fi ne.

MAXWEL L
" m goin out.

MAXVELL"' S DAD.
Ch yeah, where to now?
MAXVELL wal ks away fromthe table to | eave
MAXWELL ( CONT' D)
gg?!ls over his shoul der) Just

MAXVELL' S DAD CALLS AFTER H M
MAXVEELL' S DAD

Yeah well, if you see that mate of
yours tell himto stay out of ny
bl oody shed!

SCENE 5

| NT. DAY. KITCHEN

MAXVWELL'S DAD is sitting at the table with an assortnent
of screwdrivers laid out in front of him He takes a cloth
and begi ns cl eaning them one by one. DAVID is outside the
wi ndow of the house. DAVID is carrying the spade and

wat chi ng MAXWELL' S DAD t hrough the wi ndow. MAXWELL'S DAD
is cleaning the screwdrivers. He stops and | ooks up for a
moment. DAVID is still standing watching him but noves
the spade to behind his back when he sees MAXVELL's DAD
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stop what he's doing. MAXWELL'S DAD seens to sense sonmeone
is watching himand turns suddenly to | ook. DAVID is caught
wat ching himfor just a second and runs away.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Hey!

MAXVELL' S DAD gets up fromhis chair and noves towards the
wi ndow where DAVI D was.

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Hey! Get back here! What you up
to, you little..

MAXVELL' S DAD | ooks, but DAVID is gone. MAXVWELL'S DAD noves
slowy back to the table and sits down again. He picks up
a screwdriver to continue cleaning.

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Bl oody kids. Always up to sonert

SCENE 6
EXT. DAY. GARDEN

MAXVELL and DAVID are sitting in the den together. The
roof is finished and they sit in a 'hole'" where DAVID had
been digging. The spade is laid on the ground beside the
den.

MAXVAEL L

You were right about ny dad.
DAVI D

Ch yeah?
MAXVAEL L

Yeah, bl oody nosy bugger. Wanted
to know what we were up to.

DAVI D
You didn't tell him did you?

MAXWEL L
No, course | didn't. It's like you
said, this is ours and what we say
in here no one knows about, | nean
it's just for us, just between ne
and you and no one el se knows.
VWhat we get up to out here is ours.
Li ke, just ours, no one else wll
know.

DAVI D
Like | said, all the sane.



MAXVEL L
| won't tell him

DAVI D
wn't tell himwhat?

MAXV\EL L
About this, about the den, about
any of it.

DAVI D
You m ght.

MAXVAEL L
| won't. It's like you said, this
IS ours.

DAVI D
Yeah well, we'll see about that.

MAXWVEL L
You can trust ne

DAVI D
You can't trust anyone

MAXWVEL L
You can trust ne though

DAVI D
M nute you start trusting sonmeone
they let you down. That, Maxwell
my friend, is a lesson for life

MAXVAEL L
You don't trust ne?
DAVI D
It's nothing personal, | mean don

take it personally, you re a good
mate and all that, it's just, you
know, that's what people are like.

MAXVAEL L
Not all people.

DAVI D
Pretty nmuch all people.

MAXWVEL L
Not ne



DAVI D
The only person you can rely on is
yoursel f. Take that house up the
street, right.

MAXWEL L
VWhat house?

DAVI D
That one wth the pretend tenants
init.

MAXV\EL L
It's not. ..

DAVI D

Now, suppose them poor people living

in there had no i dea what was goin
on. Suppose they just blindly
trusted that the house was theirs?
And what about the people who are
goin'" lookin'" round wanting to
nmove in? |'mbettin' you they don't
know what's goin' on. |I'mbettin

t hey woul d never even question it.
See, can't trust anyone

MAXWVEL L
You don't even know what's goin'
on in that house. There's probably
not hing going on at all. It's
probably conpletely normal. And
who ever heard of pretend tenants
bef ore?

DAVI D
Vel |l of course you haven't heard
of it, that's the whole point,
they're hardly going to broadcast
the fact, are they?

MAXWEL L
(quieter) I"'mjust sayin', you can
trust ne.

DAVI D
You don't even believe there's
such a thing as pretend tenants,
of course | can't trust you.

MAXWEL L
You can. My dad asked ne what |
want ed the corrugated iron for and
| didn't tell him
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DAVI D
VWhat was he askin that for?

MAXVAEL L
Dunno, he kept goin on about how
it was a dangerous thing to be
pl ayin about with, as if we were
pl ayin about with it.

DAVI D
You know what you shoul d have done,
don't you?

MAXVEL L
VWhat ?
DAVI D
You shoul d never have told him
MAXVEL L
| didn't tell him that's what |I'm
sayin
DAVI D

No, you shoul d never have told him
you were taking it in the first

pl ace. He woul dn't have even noticed
it was gone.

MAXWEL L
Yeah, but...

DAVI D
Yeah but not hing. You shoul d have
just gone down there and took it,
and he woul d never have mssed it,
he woul d never have known and then
you woul dn't have himaskin stupid
questions, would you?

MAXWVEL L
But it is his, and he only wanted
to know. ..

DAVI D

That's where it starts, see. They
start askin questions, what you
doin with that, and then they start
tellin you what you can and can't
do, don't go playin about with
that. And then before you know it
they're right stickin their noses
in and you can't nove w thout 'em
wanting to know about it.



MAXWEL L
Vell he did want to know what |
was doing with it, and when
wouldn't tell, now !l come to think
about it, he did get all funny
with nme.

DAVI D
What did | tell you? Al the sane,
themold 'uns.

MAXVEL L
Al the sane

DAVI D
Too right.

MAXVEL L

Al trying to stick their noses in
and tell us what to do.

DAVI D
You know it.

MAXWEL L
Al'l thinking we can't do anyt hing
and we need babysitting.

DAVI D
That's old '"uns for you.

MAXWEL L
Except (PAUSE) G eenwood.

DAVI D
Yeah, course, except G eenwood,
he's different.

MAXVEL L
Just hi nf?

DAVI D
VWhat ?

MAXVEL L

| nmean, do you think all old 'uns
are all the sanme, except hinf? Do
you think it's just how peopl e get
when they get older? Do you think
one day we'll be like that?

DAVI D
Li ke them |l ot? Not ne, never.
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MAXWEL L
Do you think they were ever |ike
us?

DAVI D seens to be thinking deeply about this

DAVI D
Nah. How can they have ever been
like us? If they' d been |ike us
when they were younger they woul dn't
be how they are now. They'd be
li ke G eenwood. | bet he was |ike
us when he was our age.

MAXWEL L
Yeah?
DAVI D
Yeah, he'd have been cool. | bet

he was right [augh to hang round
w th when he was our age.

MAXWVEL L
| reckon ny dad was pretty cool
DAVI D
Yeah?
MAXWVEL L
Yeah.
DAVI D
VWhat happened?
MAXWVEL L
My dad's still cool.
DAVI D
Yeah, in a way, like, in his own
way. | nmean, he's alright, your
old man, | nean, | suppose he's

pretty cool and that. Not Iike
G eenwood t hough.

MAXVELL | ooks at DAVID out of the corner of his eye

MAXVAEL L
Well at least |I've got a...

DAVI D shoots a | ook at MAXWELL and stares hard at hi M

DAVI D
You know what | think?
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MAXV\EL L
What ?

DAVI D
| think it's when wonen cone al ong
that nmen stop being cool.

MAXWVEL L
Eh?

DAVI D
Thi nk about it, right, your dad
was probably cool (PAUSE) before
he met your mum G eenwood' s never

been married and is still cool.
MAXV\EL L

That doesn't prove anything.
DAVI D

No? Thi nk about it.
MAXV\EL L

Yeah, well, what about wonen then?
DAVI D

VWhat about wonen?

MAXWEL L
Do they stop being cool when nen
cone al ong?

DAVI D
Wnen aren't cool, you div, wonen
are never cool.

MAXWVEL L
VWat are they then?

DAVI D
They're just (PAUSE) | don't know,
do I, they're just (PAUSE) wonen.
Anot her species, mate, no, they're
not cool at all.

MAXWVEL L
Li ke your nmunf

DAVI D
Eh?

MAXWVEL L

Your mum

42.
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DAVI D
What about ny nmunf
MAXVAEL L
(hesitantly) Well, | nean, she's

not like ny mum is she? | nean,
it's not like I really know your
mum or anything, but that's what |
mean, she's never here and ( PAUSE)
why won't she let us in the house?
| nmean, she doesn't even let you

in.
DAVI D
What you goin on about? Course she
does. | live there, don't |?
MAXV\EL L
Yeah, course, but | nean, when
she's not there. | nean, like,
she's out alot, | nean a lot, and
you' re al ways out here.
DAVI D
So0?
MAXV\EL L
So, why?
DAVI D

What you goi n on about?

MAXV\EL L
Aren't you allowed in the house
when she's not there?

DAVI D
Course | bl oody am

MAXWEL L
But you never. ..

DAVI D i gnores what MAXWELL just said and pats the ground
around t hem

DAVI D
We did a good job here you know.
This is nmuch better now. Thank god
| managed to get Greenwood to | et
us hang onto his spade for a bit
longer like that. It's a good spade
too. Did a good job.

MAXWV\EL L
Davi d.
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DAVID turns and | ooks at MAXWELL as if he's daring himto
say what he knows MAXWELL wants to say

DAVI D
Yes.
MAXWEL L
It's alright, I nmean it doesn't

matter, whatever it is.

DAVI D
VWhat ever what is?

MAXVEL L
Why ever your nmum doesn't |et you
in the house when she's not there.

You can tell me, | won't say

anything. I won't tell anyone.
DAVI D

wn't tell anyone?
MAXWEL L

No, | told you, you can trust ne.
DAVI D

And | told you, the only person
you can trust is yourself.

MAXWVEL L
| won't say anyt hing.

DAVI D
You bl oody will.

MAXWEL L
Il won't. What is it? What's with
your mun? My dad said..

DAVI D
Ch yeah, and just what did your
preci ous dad say?

MAXWEL L
He's just ny dad, there's nothing
unusual about him and he just
said. ..

DAVI D
(getting angry) Yeah?

MAXVAEL L
He said, she (PAUSE) your num
she's. ..
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DAVI D suddenly gets up, angry, and picks up the spade from
the floor. He holds in threateningly in his grasp.

DAVI D
What ? Told you what a pain in the
arse | am did he? Told you what
trouble I am I'Il tell you what
bl oody trouble I am 1'Il tell you
how much of a pain in the arse |
can be, how nuch trouble |I can
cause.

DAVI D takes an angry swi pe at the corrugated iron roof on

the den with the spade and begins to weck it. MAXWELL

qui ckly scranbl es away and watches, shocked, as DAVID hits
the roof of the den. DAVID stops and stands with the spade
still grasped angrily in his hands

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
She won't et me in the house when
she's not there because of how
much trouble | can be. It was a
little fire. One tine. That's it.
One tine. And it was an acci dent,
but will she listen to ne when
tell her that? Oh no. She won't
listen to ne, 'cause I'mjust a
kid, I know nothing, not |ike her,
not |ike her.

DAVI D begins to stride around with the spade grasped in
hi s hand, angry

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
You make one mstake, I'mtellin
you, you nake one |little m stake
and that's it, they don't trust
you anynore. See, that's what |'ve
been tal ki ng about, they think
they can tell you what to do, they
think they can tell you where to
go and how to be. (puts on a wonan's
voi ce) don't do that David, be
nore careful, well, if you can't
be trusted you'll just have to
stay outside, now don't get angry
Davi d. (Goes back to his own voice)
"Il show her what happens when
get angry.

DAVI D noves towards his own house and hol ds the spade up
to throwit. He runs with it held up, then throws it at
t he back w ndow, smashing it.
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MAXVELL is standing, staring at what DAVID has just done,
shocked.

DAVI D turns back, calmy. He stands and | ooks at MAXWELL

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
She doesn't understand, see. She
woul dn't. She's an old "un. She's
a wonman. She coul dn't under st and.
Can you imagi ne what it's like
l[iving with a woman |ike that?
Course you don't. It's alright for
you. You've got your dad with his
shed and his corrugated iron and
his fixin stuff all the tine.

MAXWVEL L

My dad said she's a prossy.
DAVI D

Eh?
MAXWEL L

Your nmum

DAVI D makes a nove towards MAXWELL, his fists cl enched,
angry

DAVI D
You tell himto take that back

MAXWVEL L
(quietly) He said I'"'ma foll ower.
He said you're a leader and I"'ma
fol | owner.

DAVID is staring at MAXWELL, the anger leaving hima little

DAVI D
Yeah?

MAXVELL.
Yeah.
DAVI D ( CONT' D)
What do you suppose he neant by
t hat ?
MAXWVEL L
(shrugs) Dunno. Who knows what
t hey ever nean when they say stuff.

DAVI D wal ks slowy over to the den. He clears the wecked
roof away and he and MAXVELL sit back down in the den.
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DAVI D
ad 'uns.

MAXWEL L
Yeah, old 'uns.

DAVI D
(shakes his head) It's like they're
a different species. It's like
t hey were never our age, they were
never |ike us. You know sonetines
| think it's nore like we're the
adults and they're the kids.

MAXV\EL L
Yeah.

DAVI D
| nmean, what makes them think they
know better? What nmakes themt hink
they're always right and we're
al ways wong? (PAUSE) |'m sorry
about the roof, alright?

MAXWEL L
Al right.
DAVI D
We'll fix it back up, eh?
MAXWEL L
Yeah.
DAVI D

| get angry sonetines, you know?
You understand. You know how it
is. Them They don't understand.
They don't even try. But it's you
and nme agai nst them yeah?

MAXWELL nods his head and waps his arns around his bent
knees

MAXWEL L

What you gonna do about that w ndow?
DAVI D

Dunno. | could get G eenwod to

fix it. Maybe he can do it before
she even gets hone.

MAXWEL L
Your nmunf



DAVI D
Yeah, course ny mum who the bl oody

hell else? She'll go mad if she
sees that.

MAXWVEL L
So, what you gonna do?

DAVI D
(slightly angry again) | don't
bl oody know, do I?

MAXWVEL L
Maybe you'll just have to (PAUSE)
tell her what happened.

DAVI D
Not |ikely.

MAXWVEL L

Well, you m ght have to. Wat el se
you gonna do?

DAVI D
"Il sort it.
MAXWVEL L
How?
DAVI D
Told you. I'll go see G eenwood,
he'll help me, he always hel ps ne.
He'I'l fix it.
MAXWVEL L
Yeah, but...
DAVI D
Course, | know he's busy, 1"l
have to find himfirst.
MAXWVEL L
Ri ght .
DAVI D
Go on then, you got a better idea?
MAXWVEL L
Never said...
DAVI D
There you go then. You know what
they're |like. They'll never

understand. It's not like my num s
( MORE)



DAVI D ( CONT' D)
gonna say, (MAXVELL puts on wonman's
voi ce again) don't you worry about
it David, we'll fix it up in no
time, is it?

MAXWEL L
(quietly) My mumi s alright. Not
sayin she'd be cool about a spade
t hrough the w ndow, but she's
al right.

DAVI D
Yeah, she's still one of them
She's still an old "un. They're

all the sane. (PAUSE) ' Cept
G eenwood, of course.

MAXWVEL L
Yeah (PAUSE) G eenwood.

DAVI D
Too right.

MAXWVEL L
Yeah.

DAVI D
Yeah.

MAXWVEL L

(he speaks hesitantly) You know
when you're little and your num
and dad tell you stories? Sorry, |
mean, your nmum | nmean when you
were little did your mumtell you
stories?

DAVI D
Bedti me stories?
MAXV\EL L
No, | mean, just like, they tel

you funny things, |like the bogie
man and stuff, and when you're a
kid you believe it. Then when you
get older you realise there's no
such thing as the bogi e man.

DAVI D
You nean like the tooth fairy and
stuff?

49.



MAXWEL L
Yeah, that stuff, did you believe
that stuff?

DAVI D shrugs.

DAVI D
Yeah, suppose, all kids do, don't
they? There's one ny num used to
tell me, when | was little, when
it was just ne and her, you know
after (PAUSE) and well, before,
you know, before she got so uptight
about everything and started
goin out getting rat arsed all the
time. Anyway, it was a proper nessed
up thing to tell your kids, about
this man called M. Hickory who
woul d conme and get nme if | didn't
cl ose the bat hroom door properly.

MAXWEL L
Eh?
DAVI D
Yeah, | nean the slasher, the bog.
MAXWEL L
Yeah?
DAVI D

Yeah, it's funny now, but at the
time | was seriously terrified.
When | was younger | used to al ways
go for a pee wth the door w de
open The boys both | augh while
DAVI D speaks. MAXVEELL i s wat ching
him listening to his story

MAXWEL L
Wiy did you do that?

DAVI D
| don't know, do I1? | was just a
kid. You must have done stuff I|ike
t hat when you were a kid.

MAXWVEL L
No

DAVI D peers at MAXWELL wi th suspicion
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DAVI D
Well, anyway, | did, and sonetines,
if mum had her friends over in the
day, it was a bit enbarrassing for
her | suppose, you know, cause
we' ve got the downstairs | oo and
there's ne standing with m trousers
round m ankles, so she told ne
this story about this man who woul d
conme and get ne if | didn't close
the door. It was just neant to
spook nme, but | believed it. |
believed in this man, M. Hi ckory,
and | even knew what he | ooked
i ke, how he wal ked, how he tal ked,
everything. | sort of made him
real .

MAXVELL pauses for a nonent. W can see that he's thinking
over what he is about to say, slightly nervous.

MAXWVEL L
Yeah, that's what |I'mtal king about,
i ke G eenwood.

DAVI D turns and stares at MAXWELL. A stare that screws
hol es right into him

MAXVELL ( CONT' D)
(still speaking cautiously, not
sure how DAVID w Il react) W nade
hi mup, didn't we? Wen we were
little. He isn't real

The two boys stare at each other for a nonent. DAVID | ooks
angry, we can see it in his face, just under the surface,

he's trying to control it. MAXWELL | ooks |ike he's scared
of DAVI D.

MAXVEELL ( CONT' D)
s it because of your dad?

DAVI D
Shut up.

MAXWV\EL L
ls it?

DAVI D doesn't answer, just stares at MAXWELL
MAXVEELL ( CONT' D)

|s that why you carry on with it?
Because you don't have a dad?



DAVI D
| do have a dad.

MAXWEL L
Wel |, because he isn't around then,
| nean, 'cause he left, is that
it? I's that why you made G eenwood
how he is? |Is that why you nade
him (PAUSE) |ike ny dad?

DAVI D
He's nothing |ike your stupid dad.

MAXVEL L
| mean, he is, isn't he? | nean,
that's how he started out and now

he's just...

DAVI D
(shouting) He's nothing |Iike your
st upi d dad.

DAVID S anger is rising and Maxwel | | ooks afraid

MAXWVEL L
(sheepishly) I won't tell anyone.
| told you, you can trust ne.

DAVI D
And | told you, you can't trust
anyone. He's the only one | can
trust

MAXVEL L
But he's not. ..

DAVI D PO NTS AT MAXVELL

DAVI D
Don't you say it. Don't you say
t hat .

MAXWEL L

Wiy not? It's true.

DAVI D
It isn't true

MAXWVEL L
How can you say that?

DAVI D
You don't see things, that's your
trouble, I've told you



MAXWVEL L

| can't see soneone who isn't there
DAVI D

Open your eyes
MAXWVEL L

| have. | did. That's the point
DAVI D

You know what this is, don't you?
MAXWVEL L

What ?
DAVI D

This is your dad talking. O vyour
mum This is you becom ng |ike
them OCh, | should have known, |
shoul d have seen this comn'. |
shoul d have known you'd end up
like all the rest of 'em

MAXWEL L
" m not

DAVI D
Yeah, you are. You're just |ike
the rest of "em You'll be an old
"un like all them before you know
what's happenin'. You'll be fixin

crap and savin old junk in your
stupid shed just |ike your stupid
dad, or off out to work like a
good boy

MAXVEL L
|'"'mnot |ike that

DAVI D
Yeah (PAUSE) Yeah you are. Just
i ke everybody el se

MAXWVEL L
"' m not DAVID noves suddenly towards
MAXVELL and takes his face firmy
in his hands.

DAVI D
So, you're with ne?

MAXWEL L
| (PAUSE) | (PAUSE) What ?
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DAVI D
You and ne against 'emall. Are
you with themor are you with nme?

MAXVELL stares, alarned, at DAVID, but doesn't say anyt hing.
DAVI D puts his forehead agai nst MAXWELL'S, his jaw cl enched
and his face tensed, his hands firmly around MAXVELL' S

head. DAVID nmakes a sound of annoyance and frustration and
lets go of MAXWELL'S head with force, then steps away from
hi m

MAXWVEL L
| won't tell anyone.
DAVI D

(quieter, like the anger has left
h
wi |

and he's resigned) Yeah, you
I

MAXWVEL L
| won't DAVID | ooks past MAXWELL,
and he sees GREENWOOD, as he slowy
appears around the side of the
house behi nd MAXWELL. GREENWOOD i s
an older man, with long straggly
grey hair. He wears deni m dungar ees,
a lunberjack shirt and a battered
old straw hat. MAXWELL is still
| ooking at DAVID, waiting for a
response. DAVID still doesn't | ook
at MAXVELL, he is watching
GREENVWOOD, but he answers quietly
and cal my.

DAVI D
Yeah, you will.

SCENE 7
| NT. EVE. KITCHEN

MAXWELL'S DAD is sitting at the kitchen table changing the
plug on a toaster.)

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Bl oody kids. Honestly. Who'd have
"enf? Bl oody kids. Mre trouble
than they're bloody worth. | told
himto be careful with that bl oody
corrugated iron. | told him but
woul d he listen? Onh no. Has to
find out for hinself. Has to be
the big man. Big man, ny arse.
said to him you're nessin with
sonet hi ng you know not hi ng about

( MORE)
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MAXVEELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
there. | said to him you'll cone
a cropper, but did he listen? D d
he hell. Always think they know
best, kids. Always think they're
right. There's no tellin" 'em
There's no getting' through to
em It's not like I didn't try to
warn him | tried to warn him |
tried to tell him And the next
thing you know I hear the whole
bl oody thing conme crashing down
like that. Well, if he thinks I'm
goin' out there and picking up his
mess after him he's got another
thing comin'. He nade his bed. He
can get out of this one on his
own. Yep. He has to learn. That's
what | say. That's how | see it.
They have to | earn sonehow. Kids.
They have to grow up sone tine.
When | were a lad things were
different. I were out bl oody workin'
when | were his age. Can't see ne
ever getting' away with all he
gets away with now. My father would
never have put up with it. See,
that's the trouble, we let 'em get
away with nurder these days. (PAUSE)
Bl oody kids. They need to toughen
up. | blane his nother. She was
al ways too soft on himin ny
opi nion. Lad needs to know
boundari es. They need to have the
|l aw | aid down now and then. But
wll he listen? WIIl he ny arse
listen. Course his nother, she
al ways said, |eave himbe, don't
go on at him But that's wonen for
you. Too bl oody soft altogether if
you ask nme. (PAUSE) ' Cept her next
door of course. \Wol e other kettle
of bloody fish that one. Qut al
hours, wearing stuff that's enough
to make you go blind, not that |
| ook, mnd, not that | take any
noti ce of what she's wearing when
she wal ks past our w ndow at al
times of the day, brazen as you
like, no, I"'mjust sayin', it's a
rumway to carry on, you know,
with a lad at hone |like that.
There's no wonder he's the way he
is. But | stay out of that nonsense

( MORE)
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MAXVEELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
t hat goes on next door. | stay
well out of that. Don't want to go
getting’ mxed up in any of that
pal aver. No chance. You woul dn't
catch nme stickin' my nose into
t hat busi ness.

The phone rings. MAXVWELL'S DAD puts down the plug and picks
up the phone to answer it

MAXVEELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Yep. (PAUSE whil e the person on
the other end of the |line speaks)
| don't know where he is, do I?

He'll be off out Iike he always

is. Yes, | know what tine it is,

do you know what tine it is because
|'"'msure (PAUSE) Yes, well, if you

absolutely had to go to the shops
(PAUSE) well, maybe if you had
told ne we needed to get sone food
in (PAUSE) Well maybe if you had
told me a bit |ouder (PAUSE) |I'm
not his bl oody keeper. |'ve got
enough on here w t hout watchi ng
what he's up to. The lad's old
enough now to take care of his own
busi ness. You worry too nmuch about
that lad, you nolly coddl e himand
we don't want him ending up..

MAXVELL' S DAD bal ances the phone under his chin while he
continues to unscrew the plug on the toaster

MAXVEELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Yeah, well, it's not ny fault you're
not here, is it? (PAUSE while the
person on the other of the phone,
MAXVELL' S MUM speaks) Yeah, well
it's not ny bloody fault I |ost ny
bl oody job either, is it? |I'mdoing
nmy best, you know. Ch there's plenty
to do round here, don't you worry,
plenty to keep ne busy. If | knew
where Maxwell was |'d get himto
help ne, as if he would anyway.
No, come to think of it, no, I'm
better off with himout from under
nmy feet. He's been abit odd lately,
asking ne all sorts of daft
guestions. Doing ny head in. Hm
and that | ad next door he hangs
round wth. Who knows what they're

( MORE)
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MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
up to. No good, I'Il bet. And that's
anot her thing, he's run off with
that old iron fromthe shed, nessin
about with nmy corrugated iron, |
warned him it's not for playin
about with stuff like that, but
woul d he listen? So | thought 1'd
go down there and have a bit of a
cl ear out, you know, mnake sure
he's not had off with anythin
el se, have a bit of a sort out at
| east anyway, and the bl oody spade's
m ssing. (PAUSE) |I'mtelling you
it's gone. Yes, | have | ooked
properly, see for yourself once
you' re hone, not that you're hone
much these days, but you get down
there and | ook for yourself if you
want. Bl oody spade's gone.

MAXVELL' S DAD puts the phone down and continues to fix the
pl ug on the toaster.

DAVID is outside the window again, still holding the spade.
MAXWELL' s DAD | ooks up and this tinme he gets up fromhis
seat and goes out. DAVID doesn't run away this tine

MAXVEELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Now t hen | ad, what you doin hangin

around?

DAVI D
(1 ooks scared, munbl es) Not doin
anyt hi ng.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Have you seen our Maxwel | ?

DAVI D
(qui ckly) No.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
You sure? | thought you two were
al ways toget her.

DAVI D
| mean (PAUSE) yes. | nean we were
(PAUSE) but we're not now.

MAXVELL' S DAD
So where's he gone?

DAVI D
He's just (PAUSE) in the den.



MAXVEELL' S

MAXWELL' S DAD
The den?

DAVI D
Yeah, you know, the den ne and him
made.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
| s that what you wanted ny
corrugated iron for?

DAVI D
Yeah.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
So what's he doi n?

DAVI D
Dunno. Not hing really.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Had a falling out, have you? Well,
| can't say |I'msurprised. |'ve
not hi ng agai nst you, |ad, but I
don't want you takin our Maxwel l
down the wong road, see? And if
he's seen it for hinself now, which
| think he has, then | can't say
" m sorry.

DAD | ooks down at the spade DAVID is hol ding

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
G, is that ny spade? | knew it.
It's you who's had ny bl oody spade.

DAVI D
| were just borrowing it.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Ch, aye? And did our Maxwel | say
you could borrow it, did he? Wat
have you two been nessin about at
anyway? | told our Maxwell, | said,
you' re nmessin about with stuff you
know not hi ng about, soneone's gonna
cone a cropper, soneone's gonna

get...

DAVI D
(interrupting. Starts to cry) |I'm
sorry, alright. I"'msorry, | didn't

nmean. . .
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DAVI D puts his head down and MAXVWELL' S DAD seens unsure of
what to do or say for a nonent. Then MAXWELL'S DAD reaches
forward and pats DAVID s shoul der.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Alright then, lad, it's only a
spade.

MAXVELL' S DAD st eps back and ushers DAVID into the kitchen.

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Here, cone on in, lad, sit down a
m nut e, eh?

DAVI D and MAXWELL'S DAD sit down at the table

DAVI D
(wi pes his face on his sl eeve)
What you fixin?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Just sortin sone stuff out.

DAVI D
Ni ce set of screwdrivers that.

MAXVELL' S DAD
You're right there.

DAVI D
Can't go wong with a good set of
screwdrivers.

MAXVELL' S DAD
(as if they have now bonded) That's
right, lad. | imagine you' re the
one who has to deal wth stuff
like that in your house, eh?

DAVI D
What do you nean?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
You know, with your (PAUSE) | nean
wi th you being (PAUSE) you have to
do all the practical stuff, am|
right?

MAXWELL' S DAD | ooks down at his screwdrivers and acts busy

MAXVELL' S DAD ( CONT' D)
Except you didn't have a spade, is
that it? So you thought you' d help
yourself to mne



DAVI D
|'mnot a thief.

MAXVELL" S DAD
Never said you were, just saying
you shoul d have asked, that's all.

DAVID | ooks up at him his face harsh again

MAXVEELL' S

DAVI D
So can | borrowit?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Eh?

DAVI D
The spade. Can | borrow it?

MAXWELL' S DAD
VWhat, now?

DAVI D
| need it.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
It's a bit late to be needin a
spade, isn't it?

DAVI D
Eh?

MAXVELL" S DAD
It's getting |late to be wanderi ng
about lad, it's nearly dark. Is
t hat not her of yours not back yet?

DAVI D
No.

DAD folds his arnms and strai ghtens hinmself up

MAXVELL"' S DAD
You know, | renenber your father.

DAVI D
Yeah?

MAXVELL' S DAD
Yeah, we were good nates at one
tinme.

DAVI D
You were mates wth ny dad?
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MAXVELL" S DAD
Oh yeah, when they first noved
here though, | nean, before you
were born. Ch yeah, he was alright
then. Used to go for a drink, you
know, nme and him

DAVI D
You went for a drink with ny dad?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah.

DAVI D
(hesitantly) Wiat was he |ike?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
he was alright.

DAVI D
Al right?
MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah, | nmean, he was sound.
DAVI D
Sound?

MAXVELL" S DAD
Yeah, you know, what you kids would
call 'cool

DAVI D
(smling) Yeah?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah

DAVI D
| knew it!

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Yeah, well, that all changed of
course, when you cane al ong.

DAVI D
What do you nean?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Couldn't handle it, could he?

DAVI D
When | cane al ong? He changed when
| canme along? But | thought...
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MAXVEELL' S DAD
Not your fault, lad, just, you
know, sonme nen can't handle it.
Sonme nen turn out to not be the
big men they think they are, when
it cones down to it, and your
not her. ..

DAVI D
My not her what ?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
No better fromwhat | can see.

DAVI D points at MAXWELL's DAD with the spade still in his
grasp
DAVI D
You know not hi ng about ny mum or
nmy dad.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Alright, lad, calmdown, |'mjust
saying it how |l see it.

DAVI D
You don't know what it's |ike.
It's alright for you. You've got
it alright here.

MAXVELL" S DAD
| dare say it's been hard for your
not her .

DAVI D
That's right.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Al the nore reason, | ad.

DAVI D
Al the npore reason what?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
You're the man of the house now.
It's dowmn to you. It's tinme to
grow up, | ad.

DAVI D
G ow up?

MAXVELL' S DAD
Your not her needs you.



DAVI D
She doesn't need ne. Al she needs
is drink and for me to stay out of
her way.

MAXVEELL' S DAD

Aye, I'mnot saying that's not how
it looks, and it's not ny business,
but still, seein as you' ve no father

of your own to tell you these
t hi ngs. You've got to step up
lad, | know it's hard sonetines,
but you've got to be the man.

DAVI D
The nan.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
That's right. You' ve got to be a
bi gger man than your father was
and take care of things. You' ve
got to bury the past. Do you
under stand what |'m sayin?

DAVI D
| think so.

MAXWELL' S DAD
Your nother. ..

DAVI D
She works. That's why she's never
in. She works in a factory in the
day and then a pub at night. Only
| don't go around sayin it 'cause
it sounds (PAUSE) well, you know.

MAXVEELL' S DAD

| see.

DAVI D
l"mnot sayin it's cool, | nean,
|"mnot sayin that's cool, she's
cool, 'cause it's not, she's not.

| just nmean. That's what she does.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
(takes in a deep breath and | ooks
annoyed) She works two j obs.

DAVI D
Yeah.

MAXVELL' S DAD
And you | ad. ..

63.



DAVI D
What ?

MAXVELL" S DAD
VWhat are you doin about it? It's

not right, I'mtellin you, it isn't
right. Just what are we now? Wat's
the world conme to, | ask you, when

a wonman's bringin hone the bread
and a man is (PAUSE) a man doesn't
know what he is!

DAVI D
But she's always done it, | nean,
since ny dad...

MAXVELL' S DAD
Doesn't make it right. W' re nen.

DAVI D
But you. ..
MAXVEELL' S DAD
What ?
DAVI D
(hesitantly) Well, you're not

wor ki ng and Maxwel|'s nmum she..

MAXVEELL' S DAD
What are you sayin, lad? I'll tel
you sonething for nothing, that's
not ny fault. This. The way things
are here. This isn't ny bl oody
fault. You think | want to be the
one at home? You think I want ny
m ssus to be the one out workin
while I'm stuck here?

DAVI D
No.

MAXVELL' S DAD

No, that's right. That's right, |
don't. It nakes nme feel like a

bl oody fool it does. And all the
whil e she's off out, havin drinks
wth her new nates after work,
goin out for tea. It shouldn't be
like this. It should be the other
way round.

DAVI D
It shoul d.



MAXVELL" S DAD
Ri ght .

DAVI D
So, what wll you do?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Eh?

DAVI D
You' ve got to do sonething. Like
you said, it isn't right. So, what
you gonna do about it?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
That's right, lad, you're right. |
am gonna do sonet hing about it.

DAVI D
Yeah, what ?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
"' mgonna ring her up right now
and tell her. She needs to get
back here. She can't be gal avanting
off all the tinme like this while

" m stuck here. 1'm gonna tel
her, things are gonna change around
here. 1'm gonna be the man of this

house agai n.

DAVI D
Because we're nen.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
We shoul dn't be takin no nonsense.

DAVI D
Li ke ny dad.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Time to nove on and put all that's
happened behi nd you now.

DAVI D
VWhat did he ook |ike?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Who?

DAVI D
My dad.



MAXVEELL' S DAD
You can't renenber what he | ooked
li ke?

DAVI D
| mean, | think I can.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
You nust have pictures.

DAVI D
No, mumthrew them all out.

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Well, he were (PAUSE) he weren't
really one for bothering nmuch about
hi s appearance. He were (PAUSE)
just a normal bl oke, you know,
just ordinary.

DAVI D
O dinary?

MAXVEELL' S DAD
Yeah.

DAVI D
But he can't have been ordinary.

MAXVELL" S DAD
What were you expectin? Sone sort
of hero?

DAVI D
Dunno.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
He weren't no hero. He weren't
much of a man either.

DAVI D
Don't say that about ny dad.

MAXVELL' S DAD
Look around you, |ad, where is he?
He wasn't a nman. He wasn't the man
of the house. If he'd been any
kind of man he'd be here now,
woul dn't he? He'd be right by your
side. He'd have stuck by you and
no m stake. At least |I've done
that, aye, at least | can hold ny
head up and say |'ve done that.
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DAVI D
(t hi nki ng about what MAXWELL'S DAD
has just said) He' d have stuck

by nme, that's right. 'Cause not
many stick by you, that's right,
isn't it? And if soneone hasn't
stuck by you, you have to | eave
"'em behi nd.

MAXVEELL' S DAD
That's right, you |l eave 'em behi nd,
put "emin the past.

DAVI D
So, can | still borrow the spade?

MAXVELL"' S DAD
Aye, alright, |lad. Wat about our

Maxwel | ?
DAVI D
"' m gonna go and get himright
now.
SCENE 8
EXT. EVE.

In the sem darkness we see DAVID digging furiously with
the spade. He is no longer in the garden, but appears to
be in some woods or wasteland. He digs, until he needs to
catch his breath. He stops and | eans on the spade.

DAVI D
It's a good spade. You need a good
spade, it's inportant. Good ground
t oo, you need good earth, int that
right?

Davi d takes sone deep breaths, w pes his forehead with his
sl eeve and then begi ns di ggi ng agai n.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
Yeah, that's right. You can't trust
anybody, that's what you need to
remenber. But you're with nme, that's
it, either with ne or agai nst ne,
and that's it, but you're with ne,
soit's all alright, see?

DAVI D stops and gl ances behi nd hi m
DAVI D ( CONT' D)

How far down did you say |I'd need
to dig?
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There is no answer, so he puts his back into the digging
again, but after only a couple nore goes he stops and
gl ances behi nd hi m agai n.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
Six feet?

There is still no answer, but the Iight noves and | eaning
against a tree behind him a little way off, we see
GREENWOOD.



