Swi t chBack
an original screenplay by

Pet er Roach

WGAW Regi stry
Document ation of Registration
Regi st rant
Regi strant: Peter Roach
Aut hor ( s)

Aut hor: Peter Roach
Swi t chBack
Regi stration Number: 1763712
MATERI AL TYPE
FILE NAME: Swi tchBack-scri pt. pdf
EFFECTI VE DATE: 2/8/2015
EXPI RATI ON DATE: 2/8/2020

Pet er Roach

6648 Steanmer Dr SE
Lacey, WA, 98513
360-878- 5282

f ot oef f ex@ahoo. com



TEASER
INT. HGH RISE CONDO - N GHT

M LES OVERVAN | ate thirties, master of deals nakes a phone
call and |l eaves a long nessage. He is terse and
authoritative, but with a hint of desperation.

M LES
Li sten, Lowes, you said the science
was good. You said this was going
to be a breakthrough. You told us
that the Lithiumenhanced ions are
the future of battery technol ogy.
Tell me this is just a del ay.

Mles wal ks to the gl ass w ndows, |ooks out at the wonderful
view that this type of noney brings.

M LES ( CONT' D)
Dam it, | raised $50 ml!lion out
side the nainstream |, Lowes, ne,
| put ny ass on the line.

M| es noves a photo fromone corner of the windowto the
next .

M LES ( CONT' D)
(beat)
No, no ,no, You can't tell ne now
about scientific theory or engineering
del ays. W are way past that.
Li sten, Lowes, | will be there before
noon t onorr ow.

M| es tosses the phone down, swears |oudly.
M LES ( CONT' D)
Shit, shit shit. Never outsource
sci ence, NEVER

M| es | ooks for the phone again, he finds it where it bounced
off the sofa on the floor, and dials.

M LES ( CONT' D)

Larry, how are you? | know you said
you never to call again, but we have
a problem

LARRY (O.S.)

Li sten you self-centered arrogant
prick. You fired ne renenber. You
took nmy ideas, used ne and fired ne
as soon as there was sone prom se.



M LES
Yes, we took your idea and ... No,
we have a problem Yes, | know
can kiss your ass Larry, but --

LARRY (O.S.)
No, no, you can kiss the other side
of nmy ass. You nade this project
about you, you alone. Lithiumthis!

Phone goes dead. Ml es |ooks at his watch, curses again
nore than once.

M LES
Do it your goddamed self, |esson
nunmber ONE, do it your goddammed
self. Can't do anything till norning.

END OF TEASER



ACT ONE
| NT. EXPENSI VE CONDO - NI GHT

Ml es wal ks over to the bar, pours a drink, reaches under
the bar and pulls out a joint and lights that too. Sits
downs and picks up bound engi neering paper, |eafs through
and puts it down. Leans back and the door bell rings. He

| oosens his tie as he walks to the door. MIles opens the
door and is surprised. There is a black man in an expensive
suit but a no nonsense |ook. He is JAVES WELLMAN

M LES
You are?

VELLMAN
Me, | deliver tidings, sonetines
good, sonetines bad. May | cone in
M1 es?

M LES

Tidings? And your nane is?

VEL L VAN
Tidings |ike the Christmas carol.
The nanme is Well man, Janes Wl | man.
Sounds |i ke Bond, don't |I.

M LES
Your nane is not Wellman is it?

VELLMAN
Course not. But the people | work
for are quite concerned that $50
mllion of their investnment nay be

very very lost. Is it?

M LES
You don't |l ook |Iike an account ant
Vel | man. Listen, | amsure this is

just an engi neering delay. There
m ght be sone | osses but we can fix
this.

VELLNMAN
Mles, listen up. Bankers |ose noney,
i nvestors | ose noney, venture
capitalists | ose noney. W don't,
we collect, sonetinmes in an
unconventi onal manner but we coll ect.

M LES
Listen, | amneeting the scientists
and engineers in the norning. | am

sure --



Ml es wal king to the bar.

condo,

VELLMAN
Are you Houdini? Listen up Ml es,
we delivered our noney to you. W
expected results. W did not expect
your top scientists to buy one way
tickets to Russia.

M LES
Russia, what the hell you nean Russi a?

VELLMAN
You know t hose Russians are dam
sneaky, they had sone nerd hel p, got
into your accounts and flew to conm e
skies. Pour ne a glass of whatever
t hat expensive drink you have.

Wel | man pays attention to M|l es'
the art work, the expensive furnishings.

Ml es has a

col |l ege westling photo and chanpi onshi p on di spl ay.

M1 es hands Wel |l man the dri nk,

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Aha, college westler. | prefer the
WAE nysel f

M LES
Ah Yes! That was then. Tell me how
do you know all this?

V\EL L MAN
We keep an eye on things. People
like nme, pay attention to the details.

M LES
The best there is. So you make things
right.

Wl | man takes a sip.

VEELLMAN
Damm, this is expensive shit.
Econom cs | esson nunber one. There
are banks, then there is us, the we,
a gathering of practical nen, we
| ack your graces but we understand
return on investnent.

takes a sip of his own.

Wel | man wal ks over and stares out at the expensive view out
the terrace.



| NT. TERRACE CONDO - NI GHT

VAEL L VAN
See Mles, nefarious nmen, with
billions of cash dollars give it to

us. We invest with people who need
| arge sunms of noney outside of well
worn paths. And we make nore noney.

Ni ce eh?
M LES

Billions? You have billions? How?
V\EL L MAN

Yes, billions! Pay attention MIes.

| amthe |lighthouse in the mst, the
war ni ng shot across the bow. |If
this is not resolved soon, men with
funny accents and no renorse wl|
cone to have your final neal with

you.
M LES
You said Gigory and Vasily went
back to Russia. | can't bring them
back.
VELLNMAN

No problem You see $20 million of
that $50 million cane from our
Bol shevi k conr ades.

(1 ooking at his watch)
Gigory and Vasily were given the
chance to return to the I and of the
Free, or return to Mdther Earth.
They chose to return to your enploy.

M LES
But if you are getting the noney
back, why are you threatening ne?

VAEL L VAN
Dreanrs Mles. M enployers and
associ ates share your dream This
new battery thing works out, we wll
be riding electric cars, electric
toys, all that high techie stuff,
i This, iThat, all the way to the
good life.

M LES
So the noney is really not the
probl en? Then why?



VELLNMAN
Let nme explain slowy why you still
breathe. See crimnal enterprise is
hard, we have to work nights, bribe
honest nen and snuggle shit. That
is old school. Investnents |ike
yours pave the way to respectability.
Omn sone high tech, buy a sports
franchi se, respectable stuff. Wke

up at 7AM go to bed by 11PM Cot
it?

M LES
So how nmuch tine do | have?

WELLMAN
Wrk on it. Good faith and due
diligence. W are nodern nen, we
under st and that science takes tine.
I f we see you giving the proverbi al
110% t hen, who knows.

M LES
You nean that you will be keeping an
eye on ne. You?

VELLNMAN
Smart, | amyour pulling guard M es,
not an enforcer. M job is to nake
sure that you see no speed bunps on
t he road.

M LES
Do | call you? No, stupid question.

VWl lman starts towards the door

VELLMAN
Nah, we are buddies now, | will cone
by. Buy ne lunch. None of that
veggi e shit though. Get to bed, you
have an early neeting no?

| NT. BATHROOM CONDO - N GHT

Mles starts to undress, looks in the mrror, |ooks at the
stress creeping into his face. The water is running, Mles
is staring at hinself in the mrror. Takes a pill.

M LES
Damm Ml es, dancing with the big bad
boys. This is the deep end of the
out house. Shit. | could use a
deserted island right about now



| NT. BEDROOM CONDO - NI GHT

Ml es gets out the shower, wal ks over to the bed and sinply
falls in. Tosses and turns for a couple m nutes, picks up
t he phone, decides not to call.

EXT. MONGOLI AN PLAI'N - EVENI NG SETTI NG SUN

Alowtreeless plain with gentle hills covered wth short
grass in every direction and a meandering river in a valley
with trees along the shore. Two white Yurts on the plain
are the only dwellings in the entire |andscape.

A lone rider is comng out the river valley up to the plain

on a small sturdy horse. Two children are playing anong the
goats, turn and watch the rider comng. The boy is 8 years

old, his name is BAT. The girl is six years old and called

ERDENE.

The rider CHOLON cones up to the Yurt and disnmounts. He
pulls a short strand of rope off his saddle and ties the
horse's two front legs to one hind |l eg, |oose, so that the
horse can nove but not run

He wal ks across to the children and picks themup, one at a
time, smles, says their name, and puts them down agai n.
The children run off to play wth the goats again.

There are TWO WOMEN m | ki ng the goats outside, he | ooks at
them nods and wal ks into the Yurt. They are both young,
dressed simlarly, one is strikingly beautiful.

The old man at the top of the hill is collecting two canels
fromgrazing. He turns and wal ks down to the two wonen.

H's nane is SUKH  Sukh has a face abused by a life in the

wi nd and open sky. Surprisingly he is amazingly soft spoken.
He | ooks at the younger woman KHONGA but speaks to the ol der
worman ZAYA.

SUKH
Does he | ook happy?

ZAYA
No, he said nothing, when he says
nothing, there is nothing to say.

KHONG
VWell | nust know. | will ask.

ZAYA
You should wait.

KHONG
| will ask.



I NT. MAIN YURT - SUNSET

The Yurt abounds with color. Wuven materials, warm woven

j ackets even though it is sumer. Festive traditional clothes
are sprawl ed across the furniture. There is a single |arge
stove in the mddle of the Yurt, wth two |arge pots and a
kettle. CHOLON takes his bag off his shoulder. He is putting
it on down when Khongi strides in.

KHONG
Well, what will you say?

CHOLON
Maybe tonorrow after the Naadanf?

KHONG
Are your games nore inportant?

CHOLON
No, but business is easier when the
belly is full and drink makes tongues
| oose.

Zaya cones in says nothing, but goes over to the stove in
the mddle of the Yurt and hands the kettle to Khongi. It
is her way of getting Khongi to stop asking questions. The
wonen take off the coats they wore when m | king goats and
begin making a neal. Khongi puts the kettle on, Zaya starts
t he stove.

Zaya is serving salted tea and yak butter.

The children look in, and run off again to play. But they
are | aughing excitedly outside. Sukh is chasing them

SUKH (O S.)
Cone inside, cone inside, wld
chi l dren.
CHOLON
Il wll know tonorrow.
Sukh comes in lifting both children. They are still playing

until Cholon taps his bench so they run over and sit next to
hi m

SUKH
VWhat is the prize for the westling
t onor r ow?

CHOLON

A TV. Every year nowit is a TV.



SUKH
In my day, | got two horses. Horses
are better.

INT. MAIN YURT - N GHT

They are all eating wth Zaya serving. It is a typica
Mongolian neal. Meat and mlk. At the end of the neal Sukh
is telling a story of when he was a great westler. Only
the children are listening. Khongi is not interested. She
goes off to weaving, eventually the little girl joins her.
She begins teaching her to weave. Khongi is very patient
teacher. The boy wal ks over sits with Sukh.

SUKH
| remenber in the year of the great
rains, when | fought Ghulun Bat. He
was very big, but not very smart.
So | threw himto the ground very

easily. | won a horse that year. |
traded that horse for a camel. Good
trade.

Chol on stands, picks up his bag, touches Zaya on the shoul der
and wal ks to the door.

CHCOLON
Father, I wll sleep at your place.
(to Bat)
Son, do not keep grandfather up al

ni ght .
Chol on nmakes a face at the little girl and wal ks out si de.
EXT. MONGOLI AN PLAI'N - NI GHT

Chol on wal ks over to his horse and renoves the saddl e and
the bit, pats the horse. He stops |ooks up at the sky to
the north, then west. Cholon turns and walks into his
father's Yurt.

I NT. FATHER S YURT - NI GHT

Cholon is atired man. He has ridden far today, he has traded
well. He takes his boots off, throws his father's jacket

off the sleeping mats, roughly tosses a mat to the fl oor,
rolls it and literally tosses hinself into the sleeping mat.

CHOLON
Thi s woman' s busi ness. | wish | was
in the nount ai ns.



10.
| NT. MONGCOLI AN YURT - SUNRI SE

M| es wakes and wi thout opening his eyes he is reaching for
sonet hing that should be on the side of his bed. It is not
there. He opens his eyes, lifts his head up quickly, and
slowy takes in the scenery with a quizzical |look. He slowy
beconmes aware of the bleating of the goats and sheep outsi de.
M| es stands up, he touches the cold stove in the m ddl e of
Yurt. Looks around and stunbles out the entrance into the
early norning sun

EXT. MONGOLI AN PLAI'N - SUNRI SE

Ml es turns around, he does a 360 slow turn in silence.
There are no nountains, no | akes, no roads. He is slowy
turning trying to find a reference. The young woman KHONG
cones herding the sheep ahead of her.

He stands there and watches the scene. Khongi wal ks past

hi mand gives himthe "I amstill pissed with you | ook" and
a frowmn. He is staring at her wal king as Sukh approaches
hi m f rom behi nd.

M LES
(Engl i sh)
Wo the hell are you?

EXT. MONGOLI AN PLAI'N - SUNRI SE
Ml es stares at Khongi wal ki ng behind the ani mal s.

SUKH
Your wi fe made you the norning neal.

The Mngolian | anguage conmes to Mles in bits and pieces
slowy, like listening to a bad cell phone call. What he
under stands is..

SUKH ( CONT' D)
Blah wife blah blah bl ah.

M LES
(Engl i sh)
Wfe?
(Mongol i an)

VWhat wife old man?

Mles puts his hand to his nmouth. He heard the words cone
out his nmouth in a | anguage he did not know how to speak and
is surprised. He turns to |ook at Khongi herdi ng sheep.

Sukh | ooks at Mles quizzically. Then says in a fatherly
t one.



SUKH
You shoul d get Khongi an answer.

11.

Sukh tal ks to himabout the day's events and Mles starts to
get every other word and nore as Sukh speaks.

SUKH ( CONT' D)
We nust leave intime to get to the
Naadam The wonen are al nost ready
and Bat nust race.

M LES
Naadan? Race?

SUKH
Did you drink too nmuch yesterday?

M |l es understands "drink too nuch" so he nods.

Sukh wal ks away in the direct of the second Yurt.

SUKH ( CONT' D)
Khongi cannot live with you forever.
Peopl e already think she is like a
fire woman. Too nuch fight.

M LES
(Mongol i an)
Too nuch fight?

SUKH
Yes, growing up with you and ne nade
her too much a boy. She wal ks
forward. So you stop trying to find

her the best husband in all the | and.

M LES
K, Yes!

SUKH
| will get the horses. And put your
boot s on.

does not foll ow

M LES
(Engl i sh)
What the hell is happening to ne?

M1 es

M1 es | ooks around once nore then follows the old man into

the Yurt.

I NT. FATHER S YURT - EARLY MORNI NG

There are a pair of boots next to a sl eeping mat.

a hard time putting the boots on.

M | es has



12.

Ml es notices his hands, they are they hands of man who has
wor ked outside, a man who has worked hard. They are not his
hands.

M| es watches as Sukh puts a jacket on, takes a hat for the
w nd, tosses a bag over his shoul der and | eaves.

M LES
VWere the hell amIl? Am| dream ng?
These goddammed people are real.

He slaps hinself. He is |ooking through the clothing when
two children conme running in.

BAT
Papa! Mana said cone eat.

The girl wal ks to himand hugs her father.

ERDENE
Manma says cone eat.
BAT
Papa, today I wll ride |ike you
di d.
M LES
Ri de? Ri de what?
BAT
The race. | will ride like you taught

ne.

M| es speaks slowy, finding the words as he speaks.

M LES
So what do you call nme?
ERDENE
Papal!
M LES
What do | call you?
ERDENE
Er dene.
M LES
VWhat does the old man outsi de cal
nme?
ERDENE

Son!



13.

M LES
What does the woman on the hill with
the goats call ne.

BAT
(Laughi ng)
| di ot!

M LES
Why does Mama call nme an idiot?

BAT
Mama cal l's you husband. Khongi calls
you nmany nanes.

M LES
So what does everyone el se call ne.
ERDENE
Don't know.
BOY
Chol on, Son of Sukh.
M LES
This place, where we live, what is
it called?
ERDENE
Hone.
BAT
Teshig. Papa did you forget?
M LES
No, | was testing you two.
ERDENE

You tal k funny.

BAT
Mama sai d cone eat.

M LES
Gk, we eat.

Mles follows the children out the Yurt.
EXT. MONGCLI AN PLAIN - EARLY MORNI NG

M| es wal ks behind the children, |ooking around again at the
scenery.



14.

M LES
There is no east, nor west, no trees,
where the hell is this Teshig?
Whoever is in there better have a
phone.

The girl stops and turn, and puts her arns up expecting to
be lifted. MIles picks her up and continues wal ki ng. The
boy runs ahead into the Yurt.

I NT. MAIN YURT - EARLY MORNI NG

Mles steps into the Yurt. Zaya is cooking on a stove in
the mddle of the room There are two beds. She is turning
mlk in a large pot, picking up a ladle full and turning the
m | k.

Zaya turns, glances at himand goes to get tea in a huge
kettle in the center of the room M| es does not know where
to sit.

ZAYA
WIl we be | ate?

M LES
Late? No.

She | ooks at himand pours himmlk in a bow then | ooks at
hi m again. He understands that this is breakfast. He sits
at the table in the mddle next to the stove, and picks up a
m |k curd.

He eats as a man trying not to offend a host. Zaya brings a
hot cup of tea. Mles takes a sip, but this is salted tea
with (yak) butter. He is having a hard tine eating.

ZAYA
| told you not to drink.

M LES
| did, too nuch.

ZAYA
Khongi will not wait. You find her
a husband, get another Yurt or she
w Il be gone.

M LES
| will find the Yurt.

ZAYA
You wll find her a husband. She
wants to | eave this place. She wants
the city.



15.

M LES
Wy not |l et her find her own husband?

Zaya hisses her teeth. She is annoyed.

ZAYA
| f she goes | have no friend. And
she cannot marry one of the city
men. They live like insects in U an

Baat ar .
M LES
Then | et her do what she really wants.
ZAYA
Shall we all go to the city? The
mnes in the south are killing our
country. W cannot | ose her.
M LES
W will not lose her. | wll talk

Mles attenpts to get up.

ZAYA
Eat! Then go tal k.
(To the children)

Fi ni sh!
Mles tries nore of the mlk tea on the bowl. It has cheese
and lanmb jerky. He sips it |like a man taking nedicine. It

is very strange but very warm and very good.

He sneaks gl ances at the wonan at the stove. Wen she | ooks
away he gives the children nore of the neal. The children
smle but keep quiet.

Horse for the naadamis called "sol h"

BAT
Grandf at her said this year our soih
is a special horse. W trained him
wel | .

M | es knows not hi ng about horses, so he nakes an excuse.
M LES
Yes, your grandfather knows a | ot
about horses.

Bat is eating quickly. He wants to | eave, but Zaya w t hout
turning around says sternly.



16.

ZAYA
Bat, will you choke on your tongue?

Mles puts his fingers to lips, telling the children to be
quiet. Mles nods to Zaya and | eaves.

EXT. MAIN YURT - DAY
Khongi renoves the rope on the horses front | egs.

KHONG
Idiot. D d you feed this horse?

She spins and nounts the horse in one nove.

KHONG ( CONT' D)
He needs water, | need a life.

M| es watches her ride away. Ml es does not notice Zaya
cone up behind him

ZAYA
Well she |l earned that fromyou and
father! Cone change, and do not |et
father wear his rags to the Naadam

Mles follows Zaya into the Yurt.
I NT. MAIN YURT - MORNI NG

Ml es notices of the clothes on the other side of the Yurt
and starts wal king to pick themup. Mngol custons denmand
you wal k cl ockwise in a Yurt with the door facing south. He
starts the wong way.

Zaya | ooks at Mles quizzically, makes clockwise circle with
her fingers.

ZAYA
Why do you go the wong way?

Zaya wal ks outside. Mles starts to change quickly and
notices a mrror for the first tine.

ZAYA(O. S.) (CONT' D)
Bat, Bat, Erdene.

Away fromthe door therer is an area with famly photos on
the wall wth the two children. Sukh on horseback and a
young man with horses. Ml es recogni zes photos of the Buddha
and Genghi s Khan.

M LES
Buddha. Genghi s Khan.



17.

As he picks up the one of the photos, he sees a mrror for
the first time. Zaya approaches the doorway and watches him
quietly. Mles is |looking at the strange face staring back
at him He puts his hand to his face and feels the contours.
He | ooks at the photo of hinmself on the horse.

M LES ( CONT' D)
| amyou. | amyou

Zaya turns away when the children approach. Ml es has not
noti ced her.

M LES ( CONT' D)

Jesus, | ama Mongol herder, in
sonepl ace that fell off the back of
the nowhere. | can't be stuck here.

Ml es has to put his hand over his nouth as he says this
because the words flow in Mongolian.

M LES ( CONT' D)
(Engl i sh)
| CANNOT be STUCK here.



18.
ACT TWO
| NT. CONDO BEDROOM - MORNI NG

The bedroomis dark, the steady beep of an expensive al arm
starts, the curtains pull back automatically and lets the
[ight in.

Cholon is face down and reaches for his boots. He opens his
eyes, quickly rolls over to a sitting position, then just as
qui ckly junps straight up. He is not at hone. Cholon turns
his head quickly like a bird. He runs out the bedroom into
t he open space of the living roomand sees the view fromthe
17th fl oor.

CHOLON
Zayal!

He is even nore surprised when a wonman approaches him from
the kitchen. She is Mles's maid EVA

EVA
( Spani sh)
What ever honeypot you brought hone
M Mles is |ong gone!

Chol on goes fromroomto room there is no one except him
and this strange wonan. He turns to Eva.

CHOLON
(Mongol i an)
Khen?

EVA
Qui en?

CHOLON
(Mongol i an)
Khen?

Eva throws her hands up in the "what the hell" gesture. She
put her hands on her hi ps.

EVA
(Engl i sh)
What? You look like crap. | can't
understand why rich people take stupid
shit.

CHOLON
Stupid shit?

Eva points to the bat hroom



19.

EVA
Yes. You look like it. Bathroom
br eakf ast .
CHOLON
Zayal!
EVA
She nust be real good!
CHOLON
Zaya, w fe!
EVA
Wfe? You married! Dios Mo.
CHOLON
Yes, Zaya wi fe. Sukh father, ny

chi | dren.
He is holding two fingers, show ng Eva again and agai n.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
Were is this place?
Why woul d you make nme norni ng neal ?

EVA
Because, you PAAAAY ne! Not enough
for this crap.

CHOLON
| pay you?

EVA
Yes! Bat hroom breakfast, go!

| NT. CONDO - BATHROOM
Chol on wal ks into the bathroom and sees the figure in the

mrror, he turns quickly thinking soneone else is there. He
turns back surprised.

CHOLON
(1 oudly)
Bui, Foreigner!
EVA (O S.)
What you say?
CHOLON
Foreigner! | amforeigner.
EVA (O S.)

Me too. Must be that foreign stuff
you took |ast night.



20.

Chol on | eans forward on the bathroom counter, staring at his
western face.

CHCOLON
| am Chol on, son of Sukh. | am not
in Teshig. | amnot dead. | am
t hi nking in Mongol, nmy words are

Engl i sh.
Eva wal ks to the bat hroom door and hands Chol on cl ot hi ng.

EVA
Better shave. Your car will be here
in 30 m nutes. Blue suit, white
shirt, tie on bed.

CHOLON
Car ?
EVA
Yes, car.
( Spani sh)

Ri ch people do weird shit.
| NT. CONDO KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

The condo is wi de open, the living roomopen to a raised
dining area. The entire dining area/living roomhas open
gl ass windows with views of the city.

Eva has breakfast the dining table. Cholon walks in, sits
and begins to eat. The coffee he |ikes, he puts three nore
spoons of sugar. He ignores the fruit eats all the sausages.
Eva | ooks puzzl ed.

EVA

You don't eat the fruit?
CHOLON

Why ?
EVA

k, | give it to the children.

CHCOLON
Car, you said car! Wy?

EVA
Because you don't |like to drive,
because you pay the man to take you
to work? You forgot that too?

Eva wal ks over and fixes Cholon's tie, and wal ks back to the
kitchen. Cholon stares out the wi ndow as a police chopper
flies by says "LA Police Departnent.”



21.

CHOLON

Los Angeles, California!
EVA

You t hi nk?
CHOLON

So where. ..

Chol on stands and wal ks to the wi ndows, paces and starts
t hi nki ng al oud.

CHOLON (V. Q) (CONT' D)
So where is this man who | am | am
here, he is where?

Chol on turns and watches Eva in the kitchen.
CHOLON ( CONT' D)

Lady, lady, | pay you, so we have
noney. Yes?

EVA
Lady? You have noney. Too nuch. |
don't.

CHCOLON

So this man can buy a ticket to
anyplace. To China, to Mongolia, to
anypl ace?

EVA
M MIllionaire, you can probably
charter the whol e dam plane. But
the only place you go today is to
wor K.

CHOLON
VWor k. Yes! \What wor k?

Just then the doorbell rings. Eva gets the door expecting
the driver. Instead it is Wll man.

| NT. CONDO FRONT DOOR

EVA
(Eva says Chez..accent)
Yes.

VEL L MAN
Chez, Eva Yes !

EVA
| don't know you!
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VELLNMAN
Well | know you Eva, | know you used
to be in Roller Derby. M nane is
Vel | man.
(Louder)
M1 es?

| NT. CONDO KI TCHEN

VWl Il man, wal ks to the breakfast table. Cholon is at the
wi ndow. Wellnman nods to M1l es. Chol on nods back.

VAEL L VAN
| told your driver to relax. W
have sone tinme. | amgoing to ride

al ong today to point the way north.
Vel Il man notices the breakfast.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Eva, ny dear, may |?

Eva | ooks to Chol on, he nods his head yes.

EVA
Hel p yoursel f!
VELLNMAN
See Mles, | amjust here to make

sure everyone, and | nean everyone,
foll ow your | ead.

CHOLON
Wo will follow nme? Are they |ost?

Eva stands behi nd Wel | man and shrugs her shoulders in the "
don't know shrug."

VELLNMAN
Yes, they need inspiration, and today
that is you. Make themfix the
science M| es.

CHOLON
Ok, we will fix the science.

VELLNMAN
Yes, Gigory and Vasily are nost the
noti vated workers right now

CHOLON
Russians? | can talk to them
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VELLMAN
You shoul d have tal ked to your dam
scientists before they ran off with
our noney. They needed to be TOLD.

Wellman is eating heartily.

VEELLMAN ( CONT' D)
(mouth full)
Damm Eva, this is the good stuff.
See Mles, you got it nade. Let us
keep it that way.

Eva | ooks Wl |l man up and down | ooks himdirectly in the eye.

EVA
Wul d you like anything else. M
Wl | man?

VELLMAN

See Eva, ny Mama worked for rich
folks like Mles here. Al ways had
to call themMs This, Ms That.
Just call nme Well man.

EVA
Ok, Vel |l man.

VEL L MAN
See, friends!

CHOLON
Do | pay you too?

V\EL L MAN
Pay nme? You are not so sharp this
nmorning Mles. Problen? | thought
we had an understanding | ast night?

CHOLON
W did. No problem W fix the
sci ence.

VAEL L VAN

Stay on course Mles. Fix the dam
batteries. Let's go get rich

Wel I man takes a last sip of coffee, gets up, starts wal ki ng
to the door, still eating. Cholon starts to follow. Eva
has to rescue Chol on

EVA
M Mles. Checklist! Jacket, keys,
phone, wallet.
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Eva goes the bedroom and gets these things for Chol on, hel ps
hi mat the door.

| NT. CONDO FRONT DOOR

Chol on is wal king out ahead of Well man, but Wellman turns
back to Eva.

VELLNMAN
Any tinme he fires you, conme work for
ne.
EVA
No, don't think so.
VELLNMAN
Now, why woul d you say that to a

friend?
Eva shuts the door as she says this to Wl |l man cannot answer.
EVA
Because | think your job is to make
peopl e afrai d.
Wel | man gives her the knowng smle and a snmall nod.
| NT. CONDO LOBBY - MORNI NG
Vel |l man and Chol on wal k to the | obby door. People greet M es,

the tenants call himMles, the staff say "Good norning M
Overman. "

VELLNMAN
Damm, they | ove you nore than a rich
uncle at a funeral. People skills,
you shoul d teach ne that.

CHOLON
Yes! | think people do what you

say!
EXT. CONDO LOBBY - DAY

It is a busy LA street. Cholon has |ost a couple strides
with Well man. He gazing up at the buildings. Wllmn waits
at the lino door with a quizzical expression |ooking at

Chol on.

LI MO DRI VER
Morni ng Boss, and the children thank
you.

VAEL L VAN

VWhat chil dren?
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CHOLON
It was not hi ng!

LI MO DRI VER
Not hi ng? No way! M Overnman bought
200 books for ny wfe's after school
program

VELLMAN
Yup Santa C aus.

I NT. LIMO - DAY

Cholon tries to see out front w ndshield, but has to give up
and | ook through the side w ndow.

VELLMAN
You are usually talking up a storm
Wiy the silent phase?

CHOLON
Thinking ..work...getting the
batteries to work.

VELLMAN
You told us you had faith in your
team But you need to haul ass,
cause you are a year behind.

CHOLON
They are workers, scientists, not
kharash. They find solutions no?

WELLMAN
Khar ash?

CHOLON
ad word nmy father taught nme. In
the arny, the | owest, the guys at
the bottom

V\EL L MAN
The grunts?

The lino slows in front of a travel agency advertising travel
to China. There is a large poster in the wndow of tours to
Mongolia. Cholon |ooks intently out the wi ndow. \Weéll man
noti ces what has caught Mles attention.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Vacation plans?

CHOLON
Yes, | nust go.
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VELLMAN
Just don't take our noney with you.

EXT. | NDUSTRI AL COVPLEX - DAY

The linmo pulls up, the driver gets out, and opens the door
for Well man. Chol on does not wait, gets out hinself.

DRI VER
Sir, when shall | return?
CHOLON
Return? What do you do when | am
here?
DRI VER
| wait.
CHOLON

Per haps today, you should help the
wfe with the two hundred books.

DRI VER
Thank you Sir.

EXT. | NDUSTRI AL COWPLEX - DAY
Wl | man and Chol on wal k into the buil ding.

VELLNMAN
Stop being M Nice GQuy. You are in
the proverbial shit. Today you take
nanmes and ki ck ass.

CHCOLON
| am not good at that. Maybe
sonet hi ng el se.

VELLMAN
What ever you do, it better get their
asses junpi ng.

I NT. OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY

There are security stations in the |obby and airport styled
detectors. Cholon has never been through one. He gets in
line with the other people entering the building. The FIRST
GUARD notions Cholon to the second station.

SECOND GUARD
You know the drill Sir, hand on the
scanner.

The first guard is deliberately searching Wellman. Chol on
steps inside and waits for Well man.
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FI RST GUARD
Who are you going to see today Sir?

Wel | man gives the guard the "don't ness with nme | ook"” and
gestures to Chol on.

CHOLON
He is with me.

Wl | man wal ks past the guard.

VELLNMAN
You enjoyed that eh?

Chol on has no clue where he is going next. There are two
banks of el evators and he does not know which. He ganbl es
and pick one but is saved by a woman who cones out the first
el evator fast, carrying a tablet and a pen styl us.

She | ooks business official and no nonsense. She heads
straight for Cholon. She is Mles trusted Executive Assistant
Fl ONA.

FI ONA
M| es, conference. Every one thinks
the project is over and we are out
t he damm door

CHOLON
That is not going to happen. So you
| et them know. . .

Fl ONA
They are waiting for YQOU
V\EL L MAN
See, Captain Bligh, the nmutineers

awai t .
Wl | man pauses to identify hinself.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
| am M Wellman, and you are Fiona.

Fi ona does not | ook at Wel Il man.

Fl ONA
Yes.

CHOLON
M Wellman is here to protect us
fromsonething. | amnot sure what

| think he tal ks peopl e out of Ieaving
suddenl y.
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Fl ONA
VWl cone M Vel | man.

Fi ona points the way to M| es.

FI ONA ( CONT' D)
They are waiting.

Fi ona turns and begins wal king briskly to the el evator.
Chol on and Wel |l man fol |l ow.

| NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY
M| es and Cholon are wal king slightly behind Fiona down a

| ong hal lway. She stops just before | arge doubl e doors and
pushes the tablet in Cholon face, and gives Chol on the styl us.

Fl ONA
Check here, here and here.
CHOLON
( Checki ng)

VWhat | am doi ng?

FI ONA
Payi ng our suppliers. They pani cked
when they heard we were in trouble.

WELLMAN
Can | have Fiona instead of Eva?

Fl ONA
Aaaah.. No.

Fiona opens the huge doors and wal ks in. Cholon and Wl | man
wal k i n behind.

| NT. LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Cholon is surprised. There are fifty people in there al

| ooking at him waiting. There are three chairs on stage in
the conference room Fiona expects himto go there, she
gestures with her hands.

Chol on does not nove. Instead he takes a deep breath and
pulls a chair out, stands on the chair in front the throng
of people. He has doubts.

CHCOLON (V. Q)
| am Boss, these people will follow

Chol on | ooks around at the group, put his hand up of themto
listen. He begins softly.
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CHOLON ( CONT' D)
If we tal k about the negative, we
attract msfortune. So we wll start
agai n.

Sone enpl oyees did not hear. Cholon notices and speaks
| ouder. Chol on pauses and begi ns agai n.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
Today we will pretend that we have
never nmet before. Yesterday did not
happen. Last week did not happen,
| ast nonth did not happen.

Wel I man turns to | ook at Fiona. She gives himthe "I don't
know' | ook. The people on the stage gesture again for Mles
to cone to the stage. He waves them off.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
What do we do? We do what we were
meant to do. W solve the probl ens
we cane to solve. You are scientists,
you fix the science.

Chol on pauses. He |ooks around and picks out a young man
with glasses in a blue shirt.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
You in the blue shirt, | don't know
you. What did you do yesterday?

BLUE SHI RT
| was trying different materials to
t he encase the batteries.

CHOLON
Are the materials working?

BLUE SHI RT
Yes, but | don't know which to..

CHOLON
Did | ask for a but? WMuke a choi cel!
You chose to be here. Make a choi ce.

On the other side of the roomis a man with Iong hair and a
very loud Hawaiian shirt. He stands out fromthe others.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
You with the crazy shirt, Wat did
you do | ast week?

CRAZY SHI RT
| sent you a report |ast Friday...
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CHOLON
Do I know you? | said | don't know
you.

The crowd finds that funny and | aughs.

CRAZY SHI RT
We were working on detecting
overheating and fire suppression if
it happens, we are not sure of which
seal ant to use.

CHCOLON
| am going to teach you a new word.
"Temul " that ny father taught ne.
It means take a |l eap of creativity,
rush headlong into a new idea. Wat
are you waiting on? Try sonething
new.

Chol on notices an older man in the end of the first row.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
You, what did you do |ast week?

The group goes silent. Cholon has chosen Vasily. One of
t he repentant Russi ans.

Vasily does not know where to start, so he delays. Cholon
notices his disconfort and asks agai n.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
What did YOU do | ast week, |ast nonth
that did not work?

Vasily is nore confortable with this question so he starts
to answer.

VASI LY
(Russi an accent ed)
W were testing inert materials but
sonehow the m x made the [ithium
unst abl e.

Cholon realizes that it is one of the Russi ans whose |ives
are in Wl lmn's hands.

CHOLON
(fluent Russian)
So it was unstable. So you had a
failure, so you had 20, 30, 40
failures. So what will you do today?
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VASI LY
(Russi an)
Try sonet hi ng new.

Vasily notices the group does not understand repeats.

CHOLON
VWhat will we all do?

GROUP
(Ent husi asti c)
Try sonet hi ng newl

CHOLON
Have you ever | ooked into the eye of
a horse that wants to race? That is
who were are, we are willing to run.
W want to run. W are are the people
who will fix the science. W are are
the people who will...

Slowy so the group joins in. Cholon is lifting his hands
urgi ng the crowd.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
Try... sonething... new

The crowd breaks into appl ause. The enpl oyees m|l around
and shake hi s hands.

(Crowd )
Good to be back Sir/ W never | ost
faith M1 es.

Fiona taps Wl lman gently on the shoul der and nentions for
himto follow. She wal ks himinto an enpty roons shuts the
door .

I NT. SMALL OFFI CE - DAY

FI ONA
| know who you are. That $800 suit
does not hide your hard ass. You
are an enforcer.

WELLMAN
That is an unfortunate word Fi ona, |
don't like it nuch.

FI ONA
Don't take nme for a fool M Wl Il man,
Do you think I did not know this day
woul d cone.

( MORE)



FI ONA ( CONT' D)
We have fifty mllion in cash we did
not borrow fromthe Bank OF Anerica.
We got it frompeople |like you, M
Wl | man.

VAEL L VAN
Smart and attractive! W are just
anot her | ender, an investnent group
for risky projects.

FI ONA
Vasily and Grigory are enbarrassed
to be back, But you scare them
saw their faces when you wal ked i n.
You scared their nuts up to their
spl een.

VWl Il man thinks this is funny.

VAEL L VAN
You don't mss nuch do you? | had a
chat with themyesterday. Wy worry?
Ml es has the troops singing the
Battle Hyrm of the Republic.

FI ONA
You think that is your problenf? You
think that is OUR probl en?

WELLMAN
Well, what is?

FI ONA
Mles Overman is a fussy mcro
manager. Ml es Overman does not
know one word of Russian. Mles
Over man does not know which end of a
horse eats hay. Mles Overman's
father was a drunk. Tenul ny ass!

VELLMAN
VWat the hell are you saying?

Fl ONA
That man out there, that man speaking
Russian, that man is not Mles
Over man.
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ACT THREE
| NT. STEPPE - MORNI NG

There are four horses tied to a post. A canel attached to
an open cart with the famly supplies and goods to trade,
and two goats behind the cart.

Sukh is on horseback and has a |ong pole with a noose on the
end, he picks an animal out the herd rides and skillfully
forcing the horse out the herd and snags it wth the noose.

The children are dressed in their very best clothing. Zaya
has dressed in el egant Mongolian attire. She is carrying
cl ot hi ng.

Zaya wal ks to the second Yurt with Erdene. Bat calls the
horse softly. Sukh talks to a man on the outside of the
corral.

| NT. FATHER S YURT - MORNI NG

Mles is struggling wwth his boots. Zaya gives himthe
cl ot hi ng.

ZAYA
For you.

She opens a trunk on the far end of the Yurt.

ZAYA ( CONT' D)

For fat her.

M LES
You keep everyone in line, don't
you?

ZAYA
Yes, or you will just drift like
w nd.

Mles lifts the Erdene.

M LES
So who is the prettiest girl in the
wor | d?

ERDENE
Don't know.

Zaya takes Erdene. Ml es stays, get dressed as well as he
can. He curses the boots.
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EXT. FATHER S YURT - MORNI NG
M| es steps out the door of the Yurt. He |ooks around, he
is looking for Khongi. She is not there. The man in the
corral gives a very friendly wave to M| es.

M LES
Woever the hell you are.

Sukh brings the horse over to the group. Hands the reins to
Bat .

SUKH
GanBaatar, ride |like the w nd.
BAT
W will ride as one. | will come
back the w nner.
SUKH
The horse wins Bat, renmenber that.
M LES
Ah, words of w sdom Bat, words of
w sdom
BAT

| will go easy out, and fast fast on
the way back

ZAYA
You will find ny son if he falls.
M LES
He will never fall, he is Bat the
magni fi cent.
ZAYA
(sternly)
Fat her!
SUKH
Aaah! | forgot.
M LES

WIll we be ready then?

ZAYA
W will be ready when Khongi is ready.

Khongi steps out the main Yurt. She is dressed in a gold
pattern tunic with gold braiding, wearing knee high boots
under the tunic and carrying a | arge bow. She has a gold
hat with black lining and a pair of dark glasses hung in the
bel t.
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M LES
(Engl i sh)
God damn!
ZAYA

You shoot your brother's bow, you
body will hurt the next day.

KHONG
| will shoot, I will win, painis a
prize.

Sukh returns, in a green tunic with a broad belt and a hat
i ke Khongi .

SUKH
Ready !
(To Bat)
Sing to your horse.

Khongi and Bat get their horses. They nount horses their
snoot h and qui ck

Sukh gets the next horse for Zaya. She takes hold of Erdene's
hand, steps on the horse in the sane snooth notion then lifts
the child to her |ap.

Sukh pulls the rein of the canel, wal ks to his horse and

| eads the animals down the path. Ml es nanages to get on

t he horse on the second try.

These are snmall horses with a wooden saddles. Ml es does as
Sukh did, let the reins | oose and the horse follows the group
out.

EXT. STEPPE - DAY

M| es and Khongi are riding together.

KHONG

You ride |like your ass hurts.
M LES

It does. | fell yesterday!
KHONG

Fell ? You?
M LES

Yes ne. Wiy do you want to get
married now?

KHONG
| don't. Sonetines yes.
( MORE)



KHONG ( CONT' D)
But I want to live. Maybe you think
| should chase goats all day?

M LES
You shoul d be what you want to be.
You shoul d be happy. |s Zaya happy?

KHONG
Zaya i s happy with you. You are one
singl e person, wal king in each other's
shoes. | have no such person.

M LES
How wi Il you know when you find this
person?

KHONG
Il will know. He will know | have to
be sonmet hing other than what | am
now. Then | will know.

M LES

VWhat if this person is not |like you,
or not from here?

KHONG
Who? We have never left the steppe!
Are you selling me ny brother?

M LES
No, no no. But you never know. One
day a strange man may say "You Khongi,
you are nmeant for ne."

KHONG
Only on TV. | bet you had too much
vodka.

M LES
Zaya is afraid she will lose you in
the city. WII you go?

KHONG
Don't laugh. | want to try to be in

fashion, but will you |l et ne go?

M LES
You will be great. You are strong,
confident, You are the nobst gorgeous
woman in the |and.

KHONG
But you called ne chicken | egs al
nmy life. You ny idiot brother.
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M LES
| believe in you, renenber that.
Say after ne.

M LES ( CONT' D)

(english)
| believe...
KHONG
(accent ed)
| believe.
M LES
I n you.
KHONG
I n you.
M LES

(rmongol i an)
See, chicken | egs!

KHONG
VWhat was that, nore TV?

EXT. NAADAM - DAY

The group approaches the Naadam It |ooks Iike a |arge county
fair. There are Yurts in a rough circle across the steppe.
There are tents of all colors. There are flags flying on

tall poles. There are trucks and cars parked on both sides.
Sukh is | eading the group in, then Zaya.

M LES
(Engl i sh)
Cvilization at | ast!

KHONG
VWhat br ot her?

M LES
Not hi ng, just talking to nyself.

Bat attenpts to ride past Sukh. Sukh makes the sound through
his teeth, and sl ows Bat.

SUKH
Keep calmlittle one, the race awaits.

Bat starts the | ow singing. He strokes his horse's neck,
but the horse is excited. Bat cal ns hi m down.

A der nmen turn and recogni ze Sukh, They call to himand cone
wal ki ng over. Sukh turns the cart off the side of the Naadam
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M LES
Fat her, Do you need ny hel p?
SUKH
No, we old nen can still put up a

tent.

The wonen get off the horses, the nmen greet them each. The
men are gracious they take the horses reins. Mles gets off
his horse and greets the nen |ike they greet him like old
friends.

The nen wave Ml es and the wonen and chil dren off.

SUKH ( CONT' D)
You | ook at ease son. Go enjoy. W
talk of old tines. | will take Bat
to the start the race.

KHONG
Ski nny Bat, you win the race or you
sleep with the canels.

Sukh begins to unload the cart with the help of his old
friends.

EXT. NAADAM (I NNER PERI METER) - DAY

M | es, Zaya, Erdene and Khongi walk into the circle of the
Naadam Men are greeting Ml es and Zaya.

ZAYA
They all want to talk, they are
mat chmakers tal king to father about
marri age.

KHONG
They can talk. But father wll say
| et Chol on deci de.

Khongi grabs Mles' arm

KHONG ( CONT' D)
| f you accept any white handkerchiefs,
| wll break your legs. Sister neet
me at the Archery.

Khongi takes the sungl asses out her belt, puts it on and
wal k off with a lot of confidence. Erdene takes M| es hand.
M| es takes her hand gently.

ZAYA
Husband, will you not westle?
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M LES
No, not this tine. I wll talk, watch
Khongi shoot and wait for Bat to win

the race.

As they wal k people greet Mles and the group. He has to
respond to each |ike he knows them very friendly. They ask
the sane questions. It is like a ritual.

MONGOL WOVAN
How are your ani mal s?

M LES
They are good.

MONGOL WOVAN
| s there enough grass?

M LES
Yes there is grass.

MONGOL WOVAN
Did many of themdie in the winter?

M LES
No, we made it through the w nter

As the people greet himand asks the sane question, Mles
begins to answer by rote.

MONGOL MAN
How are your ani mal s?

M LES ( CONT' D)
They are good.

MONGOL VAN
| s there enough grass ?
M LES
Yes there is grass.
MONGOL VAN
Did many of themdie in the winter?
M LES
No, we made it through the w nter
(0
ZAYA

You sound |i ke natchneker.

M LES
Why ?
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ZAYA
Husband, they want to know how many
ani mal s we have and how nmuch dowry
you can give for Khongi.

M LES
Ah, sneaky bastards. Well they have
met the master.

MONGOL MAN
How are your animls ?

M LES
They are good.

MONGOL MAN
| s there enough grass ?

M LES
Yes there is grass.

MONGOL WOVAN
Did many of themdie in the winter?

M LES
Yes, we had | osses. Wnter was bad.

Zaya leans into M| es.

ZAYA
Do not lie. The fish sees the bait
not the hook.

M LES
But they will expect too nuch.

ZAYA
And | amsure you will not give it.
Renmenber how long it took for ny
famly to say yes to you?

M LES
Aaaah, | renmenber. Slow it is.
ZAYA
Conme daughter, let us see our sister

W n.
EXT. NAADAM ARCHERY - DAY
Mles wal ks wwth Zaya. He holds Erdene's hand. He is letting

her |l ead so he can follow, he has learned to smle broadly
and greet everyone.
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They wal k in the crowd watching the archery conpetition.

The targets are suspended between two sticks held by ropes;
wi th black blue and green concentric circles and a red target
ar ea.

Khongi is shooting fromthe mddle of the Archery row. It
is windy so Khongi has tied a small ribbon on the bow. She
waits until the ribbon is flat to shoot.

She is very good. The best nmale Archers turn to | ook at her
technique. Ml es and Zaya watches as she hits the target
again and again. The first category is over, she has clearly
won the contest and the crowd. The Archers all walk to the
far end of the field to the horses.

The crowd wat ches her, she knows this, she is enjoying the
attention. FErdene tugs at Mles hand, so Mles lifts her
unto his shoulders. She is very excited.

ERDENE
Ri de and shoot, ride and shoot.

The Archers ride and shoot at the targets. They start at
the far end to the left and race past the crowd. The first
rider keeps one arrowin his teeth and nore in a quiver next
to his right leg. This seens to be the popular style. They
are good, sone really good.

Khongi takes the quiver and hangs it off her saddle to the
right and ties it to her right leg. She places one arrow in
t he bow and gui des the horse with her knees.

Khongi shoots as she rides, she lets the first arrow go and
lets the notion of releasing the arrow take her hand back
to pick another arrow, It is snoboth seam ess and qui ck. She
does this with the reins tied to the saddle. She does not

m ss.

ZAYA
You taught her well. You better
hope she does not want to westle.

M LES
| would not want that. She | earned
fromthe best.

Zaya i s cheering Khongi, waving excitedly. Erdene runs out
to meet her sister. Zaya waves to her and turns away.

ZAYA
Husband, you seem not to be
i nterested?

M LES
| am | did not expect .....
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M| es stops because a man in the crowd, pulls out a cell
phone.

M LES ( CONT' D)

A phone, | can call.

ZAYA
Call? You could have called on your
phone.

M LES
| have a phone. Wy not tell ne.
Wer e?

ZAYA

You did not bring your phone. Wo
will you call? Al your friends are
her e.

M LES
| can call. | can call

Zaya notices Mles relief about the phone. She is about to
ask when a friend greets her, grabs her attention, and they
begin talking of old tines.

EXT. NAADAM - LATE AFTERNOON

A great roar cones fromthe crowd, people are running to the
open area where the horse race finishes.

Ml es and Zaya follow the crowmd. Ml es sees Sukh close to
the finish line, so they run to neet Sukh.

ZAYA
VWere is ny son?

SUKH
Too far, too nuch dust.

M LES
Cone on Bat, come on.

The horses cone out the dust, there are three horses way
ahead of the others. There are nore than twenty five horses
comng in across the plain. They are bel ow on the steppe
comng up slight uphill to the finish

SUKH
Back in third place, in your yellow
shirt. The last run is uphill.
Good good.

M LES
Good? Wiy good?
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SUKH
Up hill we win, we have a stronger
horse, not a faster horse.

The crowd cheers wildly. Bat passes one horse into second

pl ace, he is gaining on the | eader. The boys are all whipping
their horses. Two of the horses are comng in wthout riders.
Bat makes up the distance to the first horse and al nost w ns
the race, but he conmes in a second place by a head.

M| es and Sukh run to greet Bat as he brings back a sweating
horse. Sukh wi pes his hand on the horse sweat and |licks the
sweat off. Several other people do it to the w nner.

Bat is upset. He is trying not to showit.

M LES
Son, there wll be other races. You
will win. Bat, you rode hard, you
tried your best.

SUKH
Renenber Bat, a w nner has many
friends, the | oser has good friends.

M LES
You are an old wise nan. You know
t hat .

SUKH
Ha, | have seen many winters, and |
wll see nore.

Zaya, Khongi and Erdene cheer for Bat. They stand on the

side while the winner gets the ribbons and the attention.
Finally the trainer of the wi nner cones over and shakes Sukh's
hands. They go off tal king about horses.

ERDENE
When do we eat?

M LES
Eat, we are too excited to eat.

EXT. NAADAM SUKH S TENT - EVEN NG

Sukh friend' s are maki ng Mongolian BBQ They have taken the
goats, chopped the neat into pieces, and are heating rocks
red hot in a stove. They then put the chopped neat and the
hot rocks back goat skin and close the skin with a wre.

Ml es watches this with interest. The nmen then take a bl ow
torch and burn the hair off the goat. Sukh's friends are
heating the skin carefully with two bl ow torches.
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There is a semcircle of Mongols around the fire in friendly
conversation

KHONG
Have you not done this many tinmes?
M LES
Ah yes, but it still amazes ne.
KHONG
You show nore interest in the goat
t han ne.
M LES
Not true Khongi, | have been thinking
of you.

Zaya waves Khongi over to her to talk to a group of wonen.
As she | eaves a man wal ks over to Sukh, he starts to speak
but Sukh waves himto M| es.

The MATCHVAKER cones over and starts to give Mles a small
gift as he greets him Mles first reaches to accept the
gift politely until he sees the small white handkerchi ef
wr apped around sonet hi ng.

He reaches instead and grabs the nman's hands at the el bows.

M LES ( CONT' D)
How are you, ny old friend?

MATCHVAKER
Good, good! Cholon, your father has
W sely passed the decision to you.
We have faith in you

M LES
Sone deci sions need not be nmade today
or tonorrow.

MATCHVAKER
| have been approached by nore than
one famly. Sonme want to respect
our ways and ask formally.

M LES
And some?

MATCHVAKER
Well the young nen, are of the nodern
world, they wll come to your door
like in the city.
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M LES
They will be told that Khongi wll
choose a husband for herself. That
| will not agree to anyone she does
not want.

MATCHVAKER
What words are these? 1In U aan
Bat aar, young people go astray.
They | ose the way of the Mongol .
Here we keep our word.

Ml es grabs the matchnakers hand in a friendly gesture, |ooks
himin the eye.

M LES
Those are ny words! These are the
words | will keep.

Ml es | eads the matchnaker to where the neal of BBQ is served.

M LES ( CONT' D)
Eat ny friend, eat. There will cone
a time when Chol on nmay accept your
gift you bring, but not today.

Mles joins the group around the fire. Khongi is enjoying
the flirting. The young man are trying to get her attention.

Sukh's friends take the goat skin off the fire, cut it open
and serve BBQto everyone. Mles is at ease. He wal ks anong
the group talking. He acts |ike he bel ongs.
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ACT FOUR
| NT. SMALL OFFI CE - DAY
Wl | man steps around the small desk. It is a small office

so he can't nove far. He opens the door, changes his m nd
about wal king out. He turns back slowy.

V\EL L MAN
VWhat the hell are you tal king about?
Listen lady, | get paid to prevent
surprises.

FI ONA

Well, one just bit you the backside.
Do you know anyone that knows M es
nmore than | do?

VEL L MAN
As matter of fact, Yes!

FI ONA
Well you better hope I am wr ong.
But | amnot. Ask that nman out there
who is the VP of this conpany. o
ask him Ask himwhen he hired ne.

VAEL L VAN
In private. Let us not scare the
troops. He just got them marching
again. |If heisn't, | have to find
who sent him \Were is his office?

Fl ONA
Come with ne.

| NT. LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Chol on is | eaning against the conference table talking to a
smal | group. The group includes the two Russians. Wellman
stays at the door, Fiona wal ks over, takes Cholon gently by
t he el bow and wal ks himaway fromthe group towards Well man
and t he door.

Fl ONA
You have work, M/ esl!

CHOLON
Yes, what next?

Fl ONA
Lawyers, Patent protection. The
| ong boring stuff.
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CHCOLON
And you Wl | man?

V\EL L MAN
Lawyers, Yes. W need |awers to
| ock this deal up tighter than virgin
in a nudi st col ony.

CHOLON
Lawers and virgins. That happens
of ten?

Fl ONA

You wanted protection fromevery
vari ation of a copy that could be
made.

I NT. LARGE OFFI CE - DAY

Fi ona shows Wl |l man and Cholon to Mles' office. Cholon

| ooks at Mles collegiate westling trophies when Wl | man
sits. Wellmn gets inpatient and notions Cholon to the big
chair.

VELLMAN
Fiona is very capable. How |Iong has
she worked for you?

CHCOLON
Very long tine. Yes, she is very
good.

VELLMAN
You attract good people, |ike Eva.

How | ong has she worked for you?

CHOLON
Wl | man, they wont work for you.
pay them A lot of your dollars.

WELLMAN
My dollars? Oh | mght take Fiona.
Tell me her nane and | will take her
now.

Wl | man' s phone rings before Cholon can answer. Wéll man
| ooks at the nunber with concern, then answers.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Unexpected. Wy?

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Wen? | told you Herve, things are
back on track. Who? Here, where?
K. Damm!
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VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Gotta see a man about a horse.

CHOLON

Are you going to buy a horse now?
VELLNMAN

Maki ng sure you still have a pul se.

Wl | man wal ks out the door. Cholon sits in the big chair.
He | ooks around at the photos on the wall. He recognizes a
younger Mles in college westling photos. He shakes his
head yes yes at those.

Chol on cups his face in his hands and says al oud.

CHOLON
| would like sone of that coffee Eva
made.

Chol on touches the conputer keyboard, and is surprised when
the screen lights up, with a schedule for the day a screen
wth a canera to the | abs on a second nonitor.

He is wondering what to do when woman younger than Fiona in
busi ness attire walks in. She is BETH and eager to pl ease.

BETH
What type of coffee, M Overman?
CHOLON
You read ny m nd?
BETH
No, you asked for it.
CHOLON
You heard ne?
BETH
Your m crophone is on. You say it
we get it.
CHOLON

VWhat if | say "how nmuch is a ticket
to Mongol i a?"

BETH
When do you plan to | eave and when
do you want to return? Hotel?

CHOLON (CONT' D)
That is it? You will buy ne a ticket?
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BETH
Yes, | will buy you a ticket. On
and the coffee.

CHOLON
Sugar, lots of sugar. And sonething
W th cheese.

BETH
Cheese? Never seen you eat cheese.

CHCLON
Yes, pick sonething with cheese
what ever you |i ke, one for ne and
one for you.

BETH
You coul d ask your conputer for the
ticket.
CHOLON
How, can you do that?
BETH
Say inquiry and ask.
CHOLON

| nquiry?

M1 es watches the conputer screen change to an inquiry screen
and a voi ce responds.

COVPUTER VA CE
Wi ti ng!

BETH
Ask away. Coffee and cheese!
| knew you were nessing with ne.

Beth | eaves and shuts the door behi nd her.

CHOLON
Mongol i a.

COVPUTER VA CE
Political or geography?

CHOLON
Ceogr aphy.

A map of Mongolia displays on another screen. Cholon |eans
forward

CHOLON (CONT' D)
Bul gan, Teshi g.



50.

Comput er zoons into Teshig. Cholon is engrossed watching
t he screen.

COVPUTER VA CE
Peopl e or tourisn?

CHOLON
Peopl e.

The conputer starts a slideshow show of the people of Teshiq,
showi ng the tourism photos of archery, photos of the herders.
Chol on is honme. Cholon watches the screen so intently that

he does not notice Wellmn opens the door and cone in.

WELLMAN
VWhere is that?

Cholon tries his best to act nonchal ant.

CHOLON
Sonepl ace in Asi a.

V\EL L MAN
Says Teshig, Mongolia right there.
You not thinking of |eaving us?
Peopl e who run fromus don't get
very far.

CHOLON
Just | ooking at sone pl ace
i nteresting.

VEL L VAN
You bother ne Mles. You don't seem
to be yourself. |Is there sonething

| should know?

CHCOLON
No, just | ooki ng.

VAEL L VAN
Uh- huh.

Vel lman is about to speak when Beth knocks and stands at the
door.

BETH
Fl i ghts everyday to Mngolia through
Beijing or Tokyo, and there are tours
and first class hotels.

CHOLON
Thank You.
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Vel |l man takes a long hard | ook at Cholon, |leans forward in
his chair and for the first tinme with true nenace in his
Voi ce.

VELLNMAN
Who are you? What are you? You
better let me know. Because in five
m nutes the people | work for wll
be here. If you are not MIles
Overman, they, we will renove your
testicles one at a tine and watch
you di e.

CHOLON
| don't know.

VELLNMAN
What you nean you don't know?

Chol on points to a herder on the screen.

CHOLON
Yesterday | was that man.

WELLMAN
VWhat man? That man? Sone fucking
herder off in canel |and?

CHOLON
Yesterday | was that man. | live
t here.
V\EL L MAN
You wont live if you keep tal king
trash.
CHOLON
Yesterday | was there, today | am
her e.
V\EL L MAN
What | anguage do they speak there?
CHOLON
Mongol i an and Russi an.
V\EL L MAN
VWhat .. call that assistant in.

Chol on does not know how to call Beth, so he |leans into the
m cr ophone.

CHOLON
| need coffee.
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VEL L MAN
Cof f ee?

CHOLON
She will cone.

VELLMAN
You had that m crophone on?

Vel |l man wal ks over and pulls the m crophone out the conputer.
He still has it his hands when Beth stands at the door.

BETH
More coffee?

VELLNMAN
How much did you hear?

Bet h | ooks at Chol on and does not answer. She waiting for
his approval to answer. They are saved by Fiona returning.

BETH
Not hing, | was not at ny desk. |
saw the |light go on ny consol e.

Fl ONA
Problen? | will deal with it Beth.

Fi ona cl oses the door softly.

VAEL L VAN
Ml es thinks he is sone Genghis Khan
space travel er

Fl ONA
So who are you ?

CHOLON
Chol on.

VAEL L VAN
Chol on what ?

CHOLON
| have one nane Chol on. Chol on son
of Sukh.

VAEL L VAN
Vel | Chol on horseman, | don't believe
in flying nonkey pies. So who sent
you?

CHOLON

No one! This norning | woke up here.
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Fl ONA
Fr om wher e?

CHOLON
From t her el

Fl ONA

Bull shit. You are sone sort of
i ndustrial spy. You cane to steal
our battery research

CHOLON
| don't understand industrial spy.
| don't understand batteries.

VELLNMAN
Call the people you work for tel
them that you are done here.

CHOLON
Call? | only know you and Eva.
VAEL L VAN
Do you have a phone out there on the
prairie?
CHOLON
Yes.
VAEL L VAN
Then cal l.
CHOLON

Don't know how

FI ONA
For Christ sakes!
(to conmputer)
| nqui ry tel ephone | ong di stance
Mongol i a.

COMPUTER VA CE
Dial 011 976 and an eight digit phone
nunber. Say or input nunber for
di al i ng.

WELLMAN
Get toit Mles |

Chol on slowy says his phone nunber to the m crophone. The
three wait while the line is dialed. There is a wait, then
clicking then a connection then ringing.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
So you are going to talk to yourself?
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The phone rings and there is no answer finally a nmessage.

TELEPHONE( V. O)

(Mongol i an)
| am Cholon. Are you well? Leave a
nmessage.
FI ONA
Wel | ?
CHOLON
(Mongol i an)
Zaya, | amhere. | amin the USA
| don't know how. | will conme hone.
VAEL L VAN

VWhat was that?

CHOLON
| left a nessage for ny wfe.
told her not to worry.

VAEL L VAN
Bul | .

Fi ona phone buzzes. She picks it, |ooks surprised.

FI ONA
M Wellman will be down. You have
visitors.

WELLMAN

You, stay put, and Fiona find out
who owns that nunber.

Wel I man turns sharply and wal ks out the door to the el evator.
Fi ona takes a pad and wites down the phone nunber on the
screen. She wal ks to the door and calls Beth.

Fl ONA
Ever yt hi ng!

BETH
| put M Overman's snacks are in the
cof fee room

Fl ONA
Beth show him and get to that.

Fi ona hol ds the door open as Chol on wal ks out and foll ows
Bet h.
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I NT. OFFI CE HALLWAY - DAY

Cholon follows Beth to the hallway to the coffee room They
get to the entrance of the coffee room Beth stands outside.

BETH
Wiy am | show ng you where the coffee
roomis?

CHOLON

| knew where it was.

BETH
No, you don't. You should go whoever
you are. The nmen com ng are not
very ni ce.

CHOLON
You know t hese nen?

BETH
Fi ona works for them Go now.

Beth turns and | eaves, Chol on | ooks down the hallway |eft

and right. There is an exit sign to the right. Cholon wal ks
down the hallway to the door opens the exit door and

di sappears.

I NT. OFFI CE STAI RS - DAY

Chol on wal ks hurriedly down the stairs. He opens the door to
the 2nd floor into a maze of electronic equipnment. He is
greeted by "blue shirt”™ wth the battery casings.

I NT. LAB WORK AREA - DAY

BLUE SHI RT
Hello M Overman. N ce speech this
nor ni ng.

Chol on shakes Blue Shirt's hand but wal ks qui ckly.

CHOLON
Walk nme to the elevator. Got an
idea for the casings yet? Wich
way ?

BLUE SHI RT
Yes! It wll be nore expensive, but
fireproof. That will save us just
in case there is a problem

CHOLON
Save us?
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BLUE SHI RT

Yes, insurance conpanies |ove to
hear the word fireproof.

When they reach the el evator Chol on pushes the button down.

CHOLON
VWhat is your nane?

BLUE SHI RT
Fred MFarl ane.

Cholon replies as he is stepping in the el evator.

CHOLON
Good job Fred MFarl ane.

I NT. OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY

Chol on steps out the elevator, wal ks past the security desk,
nods to the Security officer and wal ks out the door.
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ACT FI VE
EXT. STEPPE - DUSK

The famly | eaves the Naadam | ate for the journey hone.

There is a vast sky wwth mllions of stars. Khongi and Sukh
are ahead, Khongi is carrying Erdene, Bat is riding al ongside
M| es.

Zaya hol ds her horse and waits for Mles and Bat to catch
up. She cones al ongside Bat and hits his horse gently with
her hand. The horse speeds up and | eaves Zaya and M| es
trailing the group. They are riding slowy.

ZAYA
Husband, Are you OK?
M LES
Yes, | am Gk, We had a nice day.
ZAYA
Husband, what is ny nane?
M LES
Zaya?
ZAYA

Yes, but what is ny nanme?

M LES
Wul d you like ne to sing your nanes
to the stars?

ZAYA

Husband, you do not ride well. Wy?
M LES

Just tired.
ZAYA

You net ny brother today. He stayed
with our aninals. What is his nane?

M LES
Your younger brother?

M| es has guessed correctly, so Zaya conti nues.

ZAYA
Tell me Cholon, how old are our
chil dren?

M LES

They are w ser than their years!



58.

ZAYA
Tell me son of Sukh, what is your
nmot her's nanme?

Mles is stunped he has no answer.

Zaya pulls her horse to a stop and | eans over and pulls on
the reins of Mles' horse.

ZAYA ( CONT' D)
Who are you? Stranger in my husband' s
cl ot hes?

M1l es | ooks at her stern face.

M LES
You deserve the truth. Zaya ny nane
is Mles Overman. | woke up here
this norning. | woke up in your
husband's suit. | don't know how, |
don't know why.

ZAYA
Wiy do you have two nanes? Are you
Ml es or Overman?

M LES
Mles, just Mles.

ZAYA
My nane is Del gerzaya. M husband
calls me Zaya. So MIles where is
Chol on?

M | es has not thought about that.

M LES
Damm, damm, |f | am here, he nust be
t here.
ZAYA
Ther e where?
M LES
Los Angeles. | have sone very bad

people to deal with, to handle. There
are mllions of dollars at stake,
there are |lives at stake.

ZAYA
| don't under st and.

M LES
| have sone bad peopl e.
( MORE)



M LES ( CONT' D)
Peopl e who do bad things for noney.
Today is a bad day to be ne...for
Chol on to be ne.

ZAYA
So Mles, you are a bad man. [Is ny
husband in troubl e?

M LES
Yes he is. He will be in trouble.
Why are you handling this so well.
| expected surprise and anger. Wy
not ?

ZAYA
You are here. M husband is there.
There is no tine to wonder about
magi ¢ or mystery. How wll you get
hi m back?

M LES
| do not know.

ZAYA
This you MUST know. You cane here
in your sleep. Perhaps you should
sl eep agai n.

M LES
| cannot sl eep!
ZAYA
Maybe you shoul d think of Khongi.
M LES
You know?
ZAYA

Men cannot hide their fluttering
W ngs.

M LES
Zaya, When this is over....when | am
me. | will conme back to neet her
ZAYA

You nmet her this norning. She thinks
you are her older brother. Wat
will you tell her?

M LES
| cannot tell her or Sukh, They may
hat e ne.

59.
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ZAYA
Sukh is a very wi se man; he does not
hate. Perhaps he knows. Do you
have chil dren?

M LES
No! | amnot married. | |ive alone,
in a very tall building on the 17th
floor. Al 1 have is ny work.

ZAYA

You |ive al one, and you do not touch
the earth. You are inconplete. You
live half alife, Mles with two
nanes.

Zaya | ooks up and sees Bat com ng back for her.

BAT
Mama, Papa, you are sl ow.

EXT. MONGOLI AN STEPPE - N GHT

It is June in Teshig. The vast sky is red and orange as the
group arrive in single file. Sukh shouts out a greeting.

The call is returned fromthe hill
Zaya and Khongi disnmount and take Erdene inside. Sukh gives
the reins to Bat and wal ks up the hill. Bat has work. He
is in charge of taking the saddles off the horses and taking
themto the corral. Mles wal ks over to Bat.
M LES
You raced well. | will help. Tell

me what to do.

BAT
But you taught ne how to do this
when | was five.

M LES
Well tonight you will teach ne.

BAT
That is funny Papa, nme teaching you.
Take the saddl es off the horse like
this.

M LES
Ok, and then.

BAT
We takes the bit out of his nputh
like this.
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Mles follows Bat's instructions.

M LES
Then?
BAT
Then we put himin the corral.
M LES
That was easy! Do you get paid for
t hat ?
BAT
Pai d?
M LES
Yes, | think you deserve a mllion
dol |l ars.
BAT

Is that a lot?

M LES
For sonme people not enough.

Mles tussles Bat's hair.

M LES ( CONT' D)
Tell Mama you can stay with ne and
gr andpa.

Sukh comes off the hill, and checks the wooden gates on the
corral.

SUKH
One of the mares wandered off. Del ger
went to get her.

M LES
Zaya's brot her!

SUKH
You are like a man drowning in water
while running fromfire.

M LES
Drowni ng? Aaaah. Yes!

Zaya comes over and hands M1l es a phone.

ZAYA
Bring me ny husband.

Bat comes running towards them excitedly.
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BAT
| will stay with you tonight.

SUKH
Bat you left the wonen al one! \Wat
if wolves take themin the night?

Bat pokes his grandfather in the stomach.

BAT
There are no wolves. You said you
| ast saw one when you were young.

SUKH
Fine then. Wlves will eat our women.
See who will nake you a neal tonorrow.

I NT. FATHER S YURT - NI GHT

Bat junps on his grandfather's bed. Mles sits on the other
bed and tugs at the boots.

M LES
Time for bed Bat!

Ml es | ooks at his Mngolian phone.

M LES ( CONT' D)
Time, what time, LA Hawaii plus
two, Tokyo plus nine, Mongolia
plus fifteen or sixteen.

SUKH
Dawn will cone with or w thout the
cl ock!

Mles calculates the tinme in LA He counts his fingers.
Bat and Sukh wat ch him

M LES
Five AMin LA, in two hours he wl|
be awake.

BAT

Who i s waking up father?

SUKH
Your father is waking up.

Bat does not understand so he |lays down to get to sleep.
M LES

You are a damm Mongol i an Pl ato.
W se man Sukh
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SUKH
Does not a take a wise man to ask
why his son wears his father's boots.

Sukh picks up a pair of boots frombehind a bed in the Yurt
and puts themat the feet of Ml es.

M LES
Ah, so that is why....So, why not
tell me?

SUKH

A man knows his horses and his boots.
VWhat is it you fear?

M LES
To be lost and not put things right.
| don't know how.

SUKH
If you fear it, do not do it. \When
you do it, do not fear it.

M LES
| don't know what nust be done,
what ever it is.

SUKH
Del ger needs rest. | will watch the
ani mal s.

As Sukh | eaves the Yurt, he stops at the door and turns.

SUKH ( CONT' D)
Maybe you search at night for what
was | ost during the day.

Sukh shuts the door of the Yurt. Mles gets up opens the
door and |l eaves it open and wal ks out si de.

EXT. FATHER S YURT - NI GHT

Ml es has problens calling. He paces back and forth, then
finally has a bad connecti on.

M LES
Fi ona. .. Fi onal

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Fiona rolls over sleepily. She is awake and pi ssed.

Fl ONA
It is 5BAM Who the hell is this?
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| NTERCUT BETWEEN M LES AND FI ONA - EVEN NG
The line is so bad they can barely hear.

M LES
(Mongol i an)
Fiona.. this is M| es.

Fl ONA
| can't hear you. \Wat?

M LES
(English shouting)

Fiona, it is Mles. The man t hat
| ooks like nme --

The |ine goes dead.

M LES ( CONT' D)
Shit, shit, shit.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Fi ona goes back to bed. Then sits up suddenly.

Fl ONA
He said M es. He said M esl!

| NT. FATHER S YURT - LATER
Mles wal ks to Bat, checks if he is sleeping. He sits on

the floor, back resting on the bed, throws his head back and
tries to shut out the voices in his head.
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ACT SI X
EXT. | NDUSTRI AL COWPLEX - DAY

Chol on has to decide which way to go. He wal ks towards the
line of cars. He first starts right then turns left. A
Security Oficer cones towards himfrom down the street.
Cholon turns to avoid him but the Security officer follows,
smling.

OFFI CER

Need a car Sir? Going downtown?
CHOLON

Yes! Thanks! Don't tell themit is

for ne.
The O ficer reaches into his belt, pulls out a radio.

OFFI CER
Car 4, front please! Were shall
tell themyou have gone?

CHOLON
Downt own r enmenber ?

The O ficer points to the car turning pulling to a stop.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
Thanks!

The O ficer wal ks Cholon to the car opens the door for Chol on,
| eans in the front passenger w ndow.

OFFI CER
Silent run!

The driver nods.
| NT. CAR - DAY

Cholon sits in the back | ooking out the window The driver
is Eva's son VICTOR

VI CTOR
Where to?
CHOLON
Have you ever taken nme honme?
VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
CHOLON

Then take ne hone!
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Cholon is fiddling wth his phone. He is |ooking for Eva's
nunber. He finds the nunber and dials.

CHOLON ( CONT' D)
Hello Eva. | amon the way back
Yes, | need you to be there.

(to driver)
How | ong?

VI CTOR
Seventeen nmnutes Sir.

EXT. | NDUSTRI AL COWPLEX - DAY

Wl | man comes running out, followed by two nmen have the sane
ex-mlitary no nonsense | ook Iike Wellman. Wellman runs up
to the Security Oficer.

VELLNMAN
Did Mles just leave in that car?

OFFI CER
Sir, you are not an enployee of this
conpany, so | don't have to answer.

VELLMAN

Look! WII you answer if Fiona asks?
OFFI CER

Yes.
VELLMAN

Then get on your god dammed radi o.

OFFI CER
Don't have to do that either.

Vellman is frustrated, so he calls Fiona on his cell.
VAEL L VAN
Fiona, tell you loyal security officer
t o cooperate.
Wel | man hands the phone to the Security O ficer.

OFFI CER
Yes Ma' am He went downt own.

Wel | man grabs the phone rudely.

WELLMAN
Downt own, where?
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OFFI CER
Downt own i s where he goes when he
does not want anyone to know where
he i s going.

WELLMAN
Call the damm car!

OFFI CER
Can't, radio is off.
Wl Il man is angry, He spins on his heels, and nmakes two fists
wi th his hands.
VELLNMAN
Damm you, call ne another car.

EXT. CONDO H GH RI SE - DAY

The car pulls up to the front of the building. Evais
waiting. She has a anxious | ook on her face. She is carrying
a small suitcase with her. Cholon is about to get out, but
Eva passes the bag through the w ndow.

EVA
Wel I man call ed, they are on the way.
| told them | have not seen you.
(to the driver)

Son, hide himuntil | call
CHOLON

Son?
EVA

You are really not Mles are you?
Ml es gave himthis job because |
asked. Now go!

CHOLON
You knew?

EVA
Yes, since breakfast. You don't
have a clue. \Whoever you are, you
are not the ponpous ass M| es.

CHOLON
Eva, ny nanme is Chol on, One day |
will call. Wat will you do when

Wel | man gets here?

EVA
Ever see ny crying old |lady face?
Go!
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Eva stands outside and watches them | eave.
| NT. CAR - DAY MOMENTS LATER

VI CTOR
In a bit of trouble?

CHOLON
Yes. \What is your nane?

VI CTOR
Victor. You gave ne a job when |
got out the pen.

CHOLON
| bought you a pen?

VI CTOR
| was in a bit of trouble nyself.
You hel ped ne out.

CHCOLON
So how are you going to help me?

VI CTOR
| know a | ot about not being found.
Toss that cell phone out the w ndow.

EXT. CONDO H GH RI SE - DAY

Wl | man comes out his car fast. Eva is waiting. Wellman is
very annoyed.

WELLMAN
Vel |l where did he go?
EVA
Don't know. | did not ask.

Vel lman turns to the car and calls one of the guys.

VELLNMAN
You stay here in case he returns.

Wellman is trying to contain his anger at Eva.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Listen Eva we will find him And
yes we know your son is driving.
And yes they will get hurt.

EVA
And chez, you have no damm cl ue where
t hey are.
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EXT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

Victor pulls the car into a warehouse entrance. The doors
roll up and Victor drives the car inside.

| NT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

That are three guys working on a classic Chevy Bel Air.
They take no notice of Victor until Cholon steps out the
car.

VI CTOR
He is with ne. He stays.

No one chall enges Victor. The guys go back to fixing cars.
Victor wal ks Cholon to the back of the garage.

VI CTOR
There is a room back here, TV, food,
bathroom Vit until we call

CHOLON
.

VI CTOR
Hey, M chu. Take the car, drive 10
m nutes, then turn ny phone on and
the radi o on.

M CHU
Anypl ace in particular?

VI CTOR
Nah, just keep noving. You wll be
fol | oned.

M CHU

Found an original fuel punmp. WII
need a rebuild though.

VI CTOR
W will keep it all original. Resale
val ue is $70,000 on that puppy.

M chu nods to Chol on, and wal ks towards Victor's car.

VI CTOR ( CONT' D)
Man, you | ook exactly |ike ny boss.
But you sure don't act like him W
stay low, they will be follow ng
M chu.

CHOLON
Yes, stay |ow.
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Vi ctor wal ks over to the group, |eans over the car, takes at
| ook at the repair work. M chu backs the car out and | eaves.

| NT. WELLMAN CAR - LATER
Two hours later. Wellman is on the phone.

VELLMAN
So he was in a gang? Look for cars,
motorcycle clubs. Low rider stuff.

VWl | man nekes another call to Fiona.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Just tell themMles will be found.
Tell me what days Victor does not
show up for work.

Vel |l man sl ans his hand agai nst the door.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Peopl e have habits, Ex-Cons all hide
in the sane place. Back of a
war ehouse, chop shop, with cousin
Pepe.

Wl | man phone ri ngs.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
What cha got? Found the car, where?
Forget the car, he is the rabbit.
Where was he before that? D d he
stop? Cassic cars eh?

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Quy rebuilds classic cars.
(to driver)
6t h and Lansbury.
(to the tough guy)
You don't say nuch, do you?

TOUGH QUY
No.
V\EL L MAN
Well | know guy who will know anyone

that fixes classic cars. Any good
at kicking ass?

TOUGH QUY
That | do.
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| NT. GARAGE - DUSK

Victor's guys are work on the car. There is a knock on the
door. Victor walks to back to the room where Cholon sits.
He | ooks at the Security CAM Wellman is outside. Victor
open the back door.

VI CTOR
You, Listen, this is nunber seven,
go out the back, turn left walk into
nunber six and say Victor sent ne.

o!
Victor waits till Cholon | eaves, turns to the guys.
VI CTOR ( CONT' D)
| ncom ng!

The two nechanics reach to the car and pull out two G ock
pistols and lay themin the tool tray.

VI CTOR ( CONT' D)
Be cool until he npves.

Victor walks to the front door, opens it and lets Wl lman
in.

VEL L MAN
VWere is he Victor?

VI CTOR
Sent himon a car ride.

V\EL L MAN
He can't run all day!

VI CTOR
He wont need to.

EXT. WAREHOUSE BACK ALLEY - DUSK

It is getting dark. Cholon is walking fast. The warehouse
conplex is large. He slows at an open door, there are very
t ough | ooki ng guys i nside.

Chol on decides to wal k past |ooking for nunber six. Wen
he | eaves one of the guys step outside and cl oses the door.
The sign on the door says "6." Cholon wal ks faster until he
cones to another door. It is nunber five. He turns.

Vel |l man's tough guy turns the corner and pulls his gun. The
tough nentions with his hand to cone then dials Wllmn's
nunber on his phone.
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TOUGH GUY
Qut back nunber fi ve.

| NT. WAREHOUSE GARAGE - DAY
Vel |l man puts his phone in his pocket smles at Victor.

VELLMAN
Car ride did not get very far!

VWl lman whistles at the Bel Air.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Ni ce car! How nuch?

VWl Il man turns and wal ks towards the door.
EXT. WAREHOUSE BACK ALLEY - DUSK

The warehouse alleys are lit by security lights. Cholon did
not nove. The doors to nunber six open and several of the
guys wal k out. They are surprised to see a man standi ng
there holding a gun pointing it at another man. They back
up, retreat inside. Tough GQuy turns back to Chol on

Vel | man approaches fromthe behind Chol on.

VELLMAN
Told ya | would find you.

Wl | man | ooks past Cholon. The door to nunber six opens and
five guys step out joined by Victor. They are all arned.
They begi n wal ki ng towards Chol on.

VELLMAN ( CONT' D)
Victor, you took a junp too far for
soneone you don't know. There wl|
be consequences.

VI CTOR
Not today though. You whoever you
are, leave. M Wellnman will be here
for a while.

Chol on takes of f running past Wellman turns left and runs
across the street.

I NT. DINER - N GHT

Cholon sits eating a neal. Steak and Eggs. The waitress
hands himthe bill.

WAl TRESS
Can't sit here all night.
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CHOLON
| wll pay you.

Col on reaches into his wallet. There is no cash. He is
worried about paying. The waitress hovers over.

WAl TRESS
Yes you can. Pull out that platinum
card you have there.

Chol on reaches into the wallet and gives the waitress the
card. She wal ks over to the register. Talks a long | ook at
the card and | ooks back trying to ID Cholon. She sw pes the
card and it is approved. She wal ks back to Chol on.

WAl TRESS ( CONT' D)
There all paid. You gonna tip ne
for nmy kind attention.

CHOLON.
Tip sure, big tip?

WAl TRESS
K then. So why are you here, Ilike
you have no place to go?
(shaking the card)
Wth this kind of dough you can afford
anypl ace.

CHOLON
Anypl ace?

WAl TRESS
Yup, get out there, take the street
car two stops. Big building green
lights, nice hotel.

| NT. EXPENSI VE HOTEL ROOM - MORNI NG

A man is asleep in the bed, head covered. Wellman sits in
the chair next to the bed, kicks the bed gently, and then
harder. The sleeping man turns and sits up.

VEELLMAN
Ri ch fol ks and confortable hotel
roons. Just can't rough it can you.
Had to use the card eh?

M LES
Wl | man, what the hell are you doing
in ny roon? And where the hell is
this?

VELLMAN
Whoa! Sure got your balls back.



Ml es gets out the bed and | ooks out the w ndow.

M LES
Ball s? Goddam. | amhere. | am
back. No, no no!

VAEL L VAN
Back here? Wre you dream ng Canel
man!

M LES
Vellman. It's ne, Mles. Howthe
hell did I get here?

VAEL L VAN
Stop the twilight zone shit. Mles,
like the real Mles? | chased you
her e.

M LES

Way the hell would you chase ne?
Wit wait wait! That was not ne.
That was not ne.

VELLNMAN
So which one are you? Tell ne,
explain to ne, where you think you
have been. And why you sent an
i npost or yest erday.

M1l es wal ks back to the bed and sits down.

M LES
Chol on!

VELLNMAN
Thought you said you were M| es?
Yest erday you were Chol on.

M LES
Yes he was, yes he was. | am M| es,
goddamm, goddamm yesterday | was
him | think he was ne.

VELLNMAN

St op saying everything tw ce. You
don't seemtoo happy to be back.
Why ?

M LES
There was this woman. . .

WELLMAN
Wman?
( MORE)



VELLMAN ( CONT' D)

Who the fuck do you think you are?
You have $50 million of our noney
riding on you making it right. |
have been chasing you across LA al
night. There are people who have
orders to put a hole in you. You
tell me a WOVAN!

M LES
Yes! Damm damm, The neeting is today,
We have to go.

VELLNMAN
The neeting was yesterday. W are
back on track. You, the smart YQU
fixed it.

M LES
Cholon fixed it? Cholon is a sinple
herder from --

V\EL L MAN
Teshi g?

M LES
How the hell did you know that?

V\EL L MAN
So yesterday you were this Mongolian
dude, and he was you. Right? So
did you guys do that mnd nelt crap
where he knows everything you know?

M LES
No, don't think so. It was |i ke, |
went there, he cane here, | was in

his head. But | know nothing he
knows. Goddamm it was weird

VELLNMAN
So where were you? On vacation?
M LES

. | was eating this weird ass BBQ
was snelling sone rank horse's
ass, | was..

No, | was him | was riding horses,
| .
I

VEL L VAN
Happy ?

M LES
No, | was sati sfied.



WELLMAN
Vacation is over. Back to the rea
goddamm worl d. No body snat ching
bull shit to anyone. Listen, you
were under stress to finish. You
went a little bonkers there. You do
any yoga?

M LES
Yes!

VELLNMAN
VWl | yesterday you took sone tine,
did sone yoga and found yourself.
The typi cal weak ass excuse you
sensitive people do when you freak!
Al right!

M LES
Al right!

V\EL L MAN
Vell let's show your face, and soothe
our investors. And the next tine
you start acting weird, | am going
to be proactive and shoot you in the
damm | eqg.

76.



77.
TAG
| NT. OFFI CE HALLWAY - MORNI NG
Vel |l man and Ml es get off the elevator on the third fl oor.
Fiona waits at the glass doors. MIles pushes the doors with
two hands, w de.
| NT. OFFI CE FOYER

M LES
What we got Fi ooonaaa?

Fl ONA
Now t hat sounds |li ke M| es Overnman,
M Know It All.

M LES
Is that what | anf? Was | that
arrogant ?

FI ONA

You are a self centered driven SOB,
but you built all this on confident
arrogance.

M LES
| am your Boss or what? Can you do
wi t hout ne?

FI ONA
Pl ease you could not find the bathroom
W t hout ne.

Wl I man steps right in front Ml es.

V\EL L MAN
Don't go all soft full of w sdom on
us Mles. W still have to produce!

Stick to the story.
Vel |l man turns and wal ks away to towards the door.

M LES
When will we see you.

V\EL L MAN
| will be here. Right now!l have to
go see a man about a car.

Ml es takes Fiona by the el bow and starts to his office.
Opens the door and lets Fiona in first.



| NT. MLES OFFI CE - DAY
M | es reaches over and pushes the m crophone on nute.

Fl ONA
So | hear there was a wonman. Not
like you "M rent em by the weekend."

M LES
Yes Fifi. She thinks | am an idiot.
She thinks | am her brother.

FI ONA
But you like her. The only woman
that does NOT like you. 1Is she this
guy Cholon's sister?

M LES
Yes, and she is like alive with
attitude, takes no guff, and woul d
totally kick ass.

FI ONA
So you finally found soneone just
i ke you. How you gonna sell this
Mles to her?

M LES
Zaya wll help nme. Ok, Ok, Zaya is
exactly like you. She is Cholon's
wife. Al efficient and smart and
pi ck up you up when you fall stuff.
Li ke Super Mom | told her I would
be back.

FI ONA
| am not your Mama. Anyway Beth
bought sonething for you.

Fi ona hands hima airline ticket.

M LES
Bet h?

Fl ONA
Yes, our Beth. Not right away Senor,
That flight is in ten days. And you
better give Eva a raise for saving
your ass!

M LES
Mama Eva, | | ove her

78.
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FI ONA
So you are going to tell a woman who
has never seen you that you like
her. Al before she puts one of
them arrows she shoots through your
| eft ear and out your right?

M LES
Yes, that is the plan.

I NT. FATHER S YURT - NI GHT

Cholon sits on the floor with his back to the bed. Bat sl eeps
on the bed next to his father. Cholon jerks awake. H's

eyes shift left and right. He gets to his knees and pats

Bat on the head.

Chol on reaches to his boots and puts his boots quick. He
runs out the Yurt. Sukh |ooks at Cholon put the his own
boots on, smles, and closes his eyes again.

EXT. MAIN YURT - NI GHT
Cholon is running towards the main Yurt.

CHOLON
Zaya!

I NT. MAIN YURT - NI GHT

Zaya and Khongi sit on the floor weaving mats. Erdene sl eeps
on the bed on the other side. They both hear Cholon calling
from out si de.

CHOLON
Zaya!

KHONG
Wiy is the fool scream ng? Wy is
he so | oud?

ZAYA
That is ny husband.

Chol on rushes to the entrance and stops and smles at Zaya.
He is excited, breathing sharply. Zaya gives himher Mna
Lisa half smle

KHONG
Ptfft! Al ways noisy.

ZAYA
Did you eat?
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CHOLON
Yes!

Zaya | ooks down and goes back to her weaving. She casts a
| ong sl ow si deways gl ance at Chol on.

FADE TO BLACK
THE END

Epi sode 2 Preview. Mles returns to Mongolia as hinself trying
to wn a woman who does not know he exi sts.

Anot her pair of conplete stranger’s lives is switched in
anot her part of the world. Wat is the connection?
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