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Y'Yl AND THE W SH HAT

FADE | N:

| NT. BLACK PI CK- UP TRUCK - DAY

MR. SCARECROW 35, sits in the driver seat, stares at the
roadway ahead.

EXT. DAVID ROAD - DAY

VI VI AN WANG, ASI AN, 30, mekes her way across the street.

PH LI P ZUNI K, CAUCASI AN, 16, calls out to her fromthe
si dewal k.

PH LI P
Vi vi an. .

Vi vi an pauses, gl ances back.

| NT. BLACK PI CK-UP TRUCK - DAY - TRAVELI NG
M. Scarecrow presses hard on the gas.
MR, SCARECROW
Goodbye, M ss \Wang. .
EXT. DAVI D ROAD - DAY
Philip wal ks toward Vivi an.

Vi vian spots the incom ng Pick-up Truck. She pushes Philip
out of harm s way.

The truck strikes Vivian, nmakes no stop, disappears down the
r oad.

Philip crawls to Vivian's side.

PH LI P
Vivian... Vivian..

Vivian lies on the pavenent. Bl ood runs down her forehead.

VIVIAN (V.0)
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Forgive nme, Yiyi. I'mgoing to be
late. ..



FADE TGO

| NT. Al RPLANE - DAY - TRAVELI NG
YIYl LU, ASIAN, 10, peeks out of a small w ndow.
DI AN SONG, ASI AN, 31, |eans over.

Dl AN
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Toni ght, you will see your nother.
Yiyi beans.
Y1 Yl

(in Mandari n Chi nese)
| can’t wait. Much taller | have
grown. She m ght not recogni ze ne.

Di an caresses Yiyi’'s head.

DI AN
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
She will be surprised |’msure. You
are a big girl now.

| NT. HOSPI TAL/ HALLWAY - DAY

JI MW WANG 40, ASIAN, lingers outside of an OPERATI NG
ROOM

OCLAND ZUNI K, CAUCASI AN, 43, halts next to him

JI MW
She will be alright, will she?

OCLAND
The doctors are doing their best,
M. Wang. Vivian is a fighter. She
will pull through this.

JI MW
How coul d it happen, in broad
dayl i ght ? Have they caught the
driver?

OCLAND
Not yet, but I will find the one
who did this to her, trust ne.



| NT. HOSPI TAL/ OPERATI NG ROOM - DAY
Vivian lies on an operating bed.

On a nonitor nearby, the section that indicates HEART RATE
a flat line runs across the screen.

A DOCTOR massages Vivian's heart. ..
FADE TO

| NT. NEWARK | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - DAY ( DUSK)
Yiyi holds on to Dian’s hand, scans about the crowded hall
YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Where is nmy nonf
Di an glinpses at her watch.
DI AN
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
|’mafraid she’s running | ate.
EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Jimmy parks his car on R dge Road, and renmins inside the
vehi cl e.

I NT. JIMW'S CAR - NI GHT

Jimy fishes a check out of his jacket pocket...

| NT. HOSPI TAL/ WAI TI NG HALL - DAY - ( FLASHBACK)
CcLand hands Ji nmy a check.

OCLAND
Pl ease accept this, M. Wang.

JI MW
(gapes at the anount)
No, this is too much. You are not
responsi bl e for her accident.

He returns the check.



He pushes

Wth relu

OCLAND
Vivian is a special friend, not
just an enpl oyee. She saves ny
son"s life. It’s the least | can do
for her famly.

t he check back.

JI MW
| appreciate your thoughts, but I
can’t take the noney.

OCLAND
Your nother suffers from
Al zheiner’'s di sease, and is
currently in a nursing hone.
Mor eover, you have two young
children to take care of...

JI MW
How do you..

OCLAND
Like | said, Vivian is a dear
friend. | wish to enbrace her

famly as ny own. Do not consider
it a paynment, think of it as a
gesture of ny gratitude, M. WAng.
It would put ny mnd at ease.

ctance, Jimmy takes the check.

OCLAND
(conti nui ng)
| have a small favor to ask
Presently, it mght be for the best
i nterest of everyone that you keep
her condition to yourself...

INT. JIMW’ S CAR - NI GHT

Jimmy sta

Hi s cel

res at the check.

JI MW
FI FTY- THOUSAND- DOLLARS. .

phone buzzes.
JI MW

(into phone)
Hel | o. .



| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT

JOYCE YAO, 37, places FIVE TAKE-OUT orders on the kitchen
count er.

JOYCE
(into phone)
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Were are you?

| NTERCUT JI MW AND JOYCE - -

JI MW
(i nto phone)
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
"1l be right in, honey...

Jimry tucks the check in his jacket pocket.

| NT. " EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Jimy enters.

Dian and Yiyi sit on a waiting bench. Two | uggage park near
their feet.

JI MW
Can | help you?

DI AN
(springs to her feet)
Are you Vivian Wang’ s brot her

Ji mmy?
JI MW

Yes, | am and you are...
DI AN

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
My nane is D an Song, a good friend
of Vivian’s. W worked together at
the International School of
Bei j i ng.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| f you are | ooking for ny sister,
she does not live here. I'’mafraid,
presently, she can’'t be reached.



YIYI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Where is nmy nonf

Yiyi steps forward, |ooks at Jimy.
Ji my gapes at Yiyi.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Your nom ..
DI AN

(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
This is Vivian' s daughter,
Yiyi. She said, in case, we m ss
her at the airport, | should bring
Yiyi to your restaurant.

She turns to Yiyi.
DI AN

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Say hi to Uncle Jimy.

Yl Yl
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Happy to neet you, uncle. | wsh

you great health.
She bows.

The sound of a plate CRASHING to the floor startles
everyone.

Joyce stands a few paces away. About her feet, scatters
| arge pieces of a broken dish.

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
What did | just hear? Vivian has a
daught er ?

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Lower your voice, honey. People are
wat chi ng.
He picks up the broken dish.

Joyce heaves himto the side.



JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Where is that idealistic and
I ndependent sister of yours? She
ought to show up and expl ain
hersel f.

About then, several custoners stroll in.
JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Let’s talk about it later, honey.
He waves and smles at the custoners.
JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
You d better send the kid away. W
don’t have room for her here.
She glares at Jimmy, strolls away.
D an wal ks up to Ji my.
DI AN
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Excuse me, M. Wang. |I'mtaking a

connecting flight tonight to LA |
have to go now.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT
D an gets into a taxi, waves Yiyi goodbye.
The car di sappears down the road.
Jimy gl ances at Yivyi.
JI MW
(in Mandarin Chinese)
Let’s go upstairs.
I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Jimmy | eaves Yiyi’s |luggage by the w ndow.

He fetches a cookie jar froma coffee table, hands it to
Yi yi .



JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Have sonme cookies if you are
hungry.

Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Thank you, uncle.

Jimy’s cell phone buzzes.
He gl ances at the nunber, ignores the call

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Can you stay by yourself for a few
hours? The restaurant is very busy
around dinner tine. | nust go and
hel p your aunt.

Y1 Yl
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Don’t worry about me, uncle.

She waves at Jimmy as he strolls away.

I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT ( LATER)

Yiyi lies on a sofa, cuddles an enpty cookie jar, fast
asl eep.

Rl PPLE DI SSOLVE TGO
BEG N DREAM

| NT. VIVI AN S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM ( BEI JI NG - DAY
Vivian holds Yiyi in her arms. They dance.

VI VI AN
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
We are leaving for the United
States, Yiyi. The three of us are
going to live together

Y1 Yl
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
W1l dad take nme to school every
nor ni ng?



VI VI AN
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
O course, he'd | ove to.

Y1 YI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
WIl he play with ne, and read ne a
bedti ne story every night?

VI VI AN
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
He’ d be happy to, |I’m sure.
| NT. VIVI AN S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tears glisten in Vivian's eyes as she hugs Yiyi tight.

VI VI AN
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
VWait for nme, Yiyi. I'Il conme back
for you. | prom se.
YI VI

(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Mom . .

END DREAM

I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Yiyi stirs, sits up, scans about...

| NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
Joyce folds her arns before her chest, frowns at Ji nmy.

JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
I’mtelling you, Vivian must have
abandoned her daughter.

JI MW
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Cal m down, honey, |ower your voi ce.
The kid m ght hear you.

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Hear nme? You are Vivian's brother.
She didn’'t even tell you about the

( MORE)



10.

JOYCE (cont’ d)
child. Now, you want ne to be qui et
in nmy own home?

JI MW
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Per haps, she didn’t get the
chance. .

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Didn't get the chance? Yiyi is not
an infant, but a ten-year-old
girl. Vivian has a whol e decade to
tell you about her existence. Were
is she hiding now?

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
She’ s away, on a business trinp.
Let’s | ook after the girl for the
time being.

JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Easy for you to say. Wile you play
the part of an awesone uncle, | end
up caring for the kid. I'mtoo
tired as is, have no tine or energy
to rai se another child.

JI MW
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
W are all she has in the States,
honey. If we don't take care of
her, who will?

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
What about Yiyi’'s father?

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
I f Vivian has other alternative,
she woul d not send her daughter
here, to us.

JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
W have two kids of our own. Do you
know how nmuch it will cost us to
rai se anot her one?

Jimmy fishes the check out of his jacket pocket.
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JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Look here, honey. W have npney.
M. Zunik, Vivian' s enployer, gave
it to us.

Joyce stares at the dollar anpbunt on the check.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
This is no pocket change. Wiy is he
bei ng so generous? Are they in sone
ki nd of relationship?

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
It doesn’t appear so..

JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
| bet she’s not com ng back. If |
have a rich enpl oyer who takes an
interest in me, | wouldn’'t want a
child to stand in a way.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Vivian is not an irresponsible
per son.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Peopl e change. Vivian m ght be
[iving in a huge mansion,
forgetting all about us and her
daughter.

Yiyi bursts into the room with tears in her eyes.
Yl YI

(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
No way, ny nom woul d never abandon

ne.
JI MW
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Yiyi...
Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Pl ease uncle, let ne stay. | know

she will conme. She prom sed ne.



JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Li sten kid, we have no choi ce.
Don’t take ne wong. W sinply have
no room for you here.

Yiyi turns to Joyce, grabs her hand, shakes it.

Yl Yl
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
l"msmall. | won't take much room
| can sleep on a couch, or on the
floor. Please |et ne stay.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
It’s dinner tine, honey. They are
wai ting for us. Let’s discuss the
matter later. Yiyi nust be hungry.

Joyce | oosens Yiyi's grip.

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
| told you al ready, we don’t have a
room for you

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
She can share a bedroomw th
Al lison. They are about the sane
age, will get along just fine.

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
You know how small her roomis.
Besi des, she only has a tw n bed.
How wi || the two of them sl eep?

YI VI
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
| can sleep on the floor, aunty.

Pl ease let ne stay. | prom se |
won’ t bot her anyone while living
her e.

Joyce shakes her head, sighs.
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - N GHT

MR ZHANG 55, MR WJ, 30, MR HONG 35, dress in white
kitchen staff uniform ALLISON WANG, 10 and W LLI AM WANG, 8,
sit around a dining-table.

Jimy and Yiyi stroll in. Joyce nips behind them

MR ZHANG
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Wo is this cute little girl?

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
My sister’s daughter, Yiyi, just
came from China.

MR, ZHANG
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Conme here, sit by ne.

Yiyi takes the enpty seat next to M. Zhang. Eyes train on a
chi cken dish. She licks her lips.

M. Zhang hands Yiyi a bow of white rice, puts a chicken
leg on top of it.

Yiyi smles at him and digs in.

ALLI SON

Yiyi, what a strange nane.
JI MW

Allison..
ALLI SON

| speak the truth. Yiyi, what kind
of nane is that?

JI MW
Be nice to your cousin. She's going
to share your room

ALLI SON
My room no way! |’mnot sharing ny
roomw th anyone!

JI MW
Allison..

ALLI SON

VWhat about WIIlian? She can nobve in
with him
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JI MwY
He’s a boy. Yiyi would be nore
confortable sharing a roomwth

you.
ALLI SON
[t’s not fair. | don't want a
roonmat e.
JI MY
Al lison..
JOYCE
Let her be. | told you it won't
wor k.
ALLI SON

There is a spare roomin the
basenent. She can use that one.

JI MW
It’s too col d.

ALLI SON
| don’t carel

She sl ans chopsticks on the table, pouts her lips.

JOYCE
Let her finish the neal.

She gl owers at Jimmy, places chopsticks into Allison’s hand,
strokes her head.

JOYCE
Eat your dinner sweetie, and don’t
you worry a thing. Momw || take

care of it.

Yiyi peeps at Joyce and Allison with envy.

| NT. HOSPI TAL/ DR. MAXVEELL' S OFFI CE - NI GHT
DR. RI CHARD MAXVELL, 42, hands CcLand a cup of coffee.
Rl CHARD
W npved Vivian to an i ntensive
care unit a nonent ago.

OCLAND
Wien will she wake up?



RI CHARD
Hard to say. The operation is
difficult, but successful. However,
she suffers nassive interna
injuries, and has slipped into a
cona.

OCLAND
s there a possibility she m ght
never wake up?

Rl CHARD
That question only God may answer
you. |I’mjust a doctor.

OCLAND
Any change, will you let ne know
first? | promse her famly to | ook
after her.

Rl CHARD
O course.
| NT. OCLAND S CAR - NI GHT

CcLand takes out his cell phone, dials a nunber.

I NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Philip picks up the phone at the first ring.
PH LI P
(into phone)
Yes, father, howis Vivian?
| NTERCUT PHI LI P AND OCLAND
OCLAND
(i nto phone)
|’ m sorry son. She’s dead.

Philip’ s hand trenbles. The phone slips fromhis grasp.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GAT

Philip takes a NOTEBOOK out of the top drawer of a
nightstand. H s eyes get msty.

15.



16.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - DAY - ( FLASHBACK)
Vivian hands Philip a NOTEBOOK and a JEWELRY BOX.

VI VI AN
WIIl you keep themfor nme, just in
case?

PH LI P

What’s wong, Vivian? Are you in
sonme ki nd of trouble?

Vi vian caresses Philip' s face.

VI VI AN
"1l tell you later...

I NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GHAT

Philip opens the notebook. A picture of Yiyi falls out. He
pi cks up the photo.

PHI LI P
I"’msorry, Yiyi.

A tear runs down his cheek.

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Yiyi and WIliamoccupy a |ong sofa, watch D sney Channel.
Al'lison holds up an enpty cookie jar, shouts at Yivyi.

ALLI SON
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Did you eat all my cookies?

YI VI
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
|’msorry. Uncle Jinmy gave themto
ne.

ALLI SON
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| know you are a troubl emaker the
nonent | saw you, ate ny snacks,
and now, try to take over ny room

W LLI AM
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Be nice, Allison. She's our cousin.



ALLI SON
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Shut your nouth, Stinky. |’m ol der
than you. You are under ny command.

Williamturns to Yiyi.

W LLI AM
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
How ol d are you, cousin?

YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Ten.

W LLI AM
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
When did you born? | nean the exact
dat e.

Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
January 3rd, 1992.

Wlliamturns to Allison, grins.

W LLI AM
Qur cousin is two nonths ol der than
you, BIG SIS. Shouldn’'t you treat
her with respect?

ALLI SON
| respect no tranp, cousin or not.
YI VI
|’ mnot a beggar. My nomw || pick
nme up soon
W LLI AM
Ww, cousin, you can speak English
really well.
YI VI

My nom taught nme. She said I'’ma US
Citizen, and will return to the
United State one day, so | should

| earn proper English.

ALLI SON
(snorts)
That not her of yours doesn’t want
you anynore. | overheard ny nom

saying that to ny dad.



Yiyi pushes Allison.

fight.

W liam squeezes between the girls,
but unsuccessful.

apart,

Jimmy and Joyce cone running. They part Yiyi

Y1 YI
No, it’'s not true!

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)

What’ s goi ng on? Way do you fight?

18.

Allison pulls Yiyi's hair. The two

tries to break them

and Al li son.

Allison cries, storns into her room slans the door shut.

W LLI AM
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
It’s not Yiyi's fault. Allison
calls her a tranp, and says her

not her doesn’t want her anynore.

JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)

It’s already passed the bedtine.

to your room

Wl liampouts his |ips, saunters away.

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ HALLWAY - N GHT

Ji my pounds on Allison s door.

JI MW
Open up, | order you. OPEN TH S
DOOR!

ALLI SON (O S.)
No, no, no!

JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
She’ s upset. Let her be.

She drags Ji mmy away.
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| NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Joyce sets up the bedding on the living room sof a.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Toni ght, Yiyi can sleep on the
sofa. It’'s better than the floor.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
A draft runs through the living
room She mght catch a cold.

YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| don’t mnd, uncle, really, and
I’n]sorry | shouldn’t fight with
Alliso

Jimmy strokes Yiyi’'s head.

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
You sl eep here only for tonight.
Tonorrow norning, I’'Il get you a
bed and set it up in Allison’s
room She’s a bit spoiled, but not
a bad kid.

I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT ( LATER)

Bright streetlight pierces into the living roomthrough a
| arge w ndow.

Yiyi tosses and turns, unable to fall asleep. She gets up,
fetches A BLUE STRAW HAT fromthe | uggage, and then, lies
down, covers her face with it. Before |long, she dozes off.

| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - NI GHT
CcLand picks up his cell phone, dials a nunber.
OCLAND
(i nto phone)

Where are you? You al nost hit ny
son, you fool...
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I NT. "QUALITY I NN' ROOM #264 - NI GHT
M. Scarecrow paces about the room

MR SCARECROW
(i nto phone)
Sorry, boss, he suddenly ran out...

| NTERCUT OCLAND AND MR. SCARECROW

OCLAND
(i nto phone)
You are |lucky ny son was not hurt.
That woman...? She is in a conma.

MR SCARECROW
| f you wish, | can do a clean job
this tine..

OCLAND
Don’t bother. Lay low for a while.
The cops are | ooking for you. |
want no nore trouble, understand?
I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
The SOUND of horn beep..

Wl liamglances out of the wi ndow, waves at a VAN bel ow.

W LLI AM
(shout s)
Hurry up, Big Sis. Qur ride is

here.

| NT. ENTRANCE WAY

Wl liamgrasps one of the satchels |eans by the corridor.

YI VI
Where are you goi ng? Today is
Sat ur day.

W LLI AM

Weekend school. Trust ne, you
haven’t m ssed a thing.

Y1 Yi
What cl asses are you taking?
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W LLI AM

Readi ng, witing, arithnetic,

tedi ous stuff, tell you the truth,
|’d rather play basketball with ny
friends than being | ocked up in a
cl assroom Oh, al nost forget,
Taekwondo, that’s not too bad,
comes handy soneti nes.

Y! YI
What about Allison?

W LLI AM
Pi ano, very boring, what a big
wast e of noney on soneone who has
no tal ent whatsoever. The only

reason she takes the class is
because of a boy...

Allison smacks WIliam on the head.

ALLI SON
Shut up, Stinky!

They put on shoes, hurry out of the door.

| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - DAY
A knock on the door.

OCLAND
Come i n.

The door opens.
MRS. HAYWOCD, 40s, halts at the doorway.

MRS. HAYWOCD
M. Travis is here to see you.

OCLAND
Let himin.

ALAN TRAVI S, 60s, saunters in.
M's. Haywood steps out, shuts the door behind her.
OCLAND

Pl ease have a seat, M. Travis.
What brings you here?



ALAN
(eases into a chair)
| want to personally confirmthat
everythi ng has been taken care of.

OCLAND
O course, your son’s case wll be
cl osed next week.

ALAN
Excel lent, as | ong as he naintains
a clean record, I'mwlling to pay
anyt hi ng.

OCLAND
It’s ny duty to nake a VIP client
happy.

Al an stands up, pauses at the spot.

ALAN
Al nost forget, will you pl ease send
my regard to your sister, Christy?
" m deeply sorry about her | oss.

OCLAND
She will get over it. Don't worry.

ALAN
What a pity, her husband was a
prom si ng young | awer, only too
stubborn for his own good..

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ ALLI SON' S BEDROOM - DAY
Jimmy sets up a folding bed.
Yiyi looks on with knitted brows.
Y1 Yl
(in Mandarin Chi nese)

She won't like it. The roomis too
small to fit two beds.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
She will get use to it.
YI VI

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
WIIl everyone be happier if | nove
to the basenent, uncle?
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JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Your momw Il be sad if she finds
out, and | can't allow it either,
unl ess, there i s no other
alternative.

| NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ ENTRANCE WAY - DAY
Yiyi greets Allison and WIIliam
Al'lison tosses her satchel on the floor, storns inside.
WIIliamnake a grinace.
YI VI
(whi spers)
Wat’s the matter? She seens nad.
W LLI AM
Never mind of her. She's ny sister,
but even |I can’t stand her princess
t enper soneti nes.

The sound of glass CRASHING to the floor startles Yiyi and
WIliam

A loud scream foll ows. ..

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ ALLI SON' S BEDROOM - DAY
Yiyi and WIIliam hasten in
A broken fish bow scatters on the floor.
Allison lies on the bed, holds up her right foot. Bl ood
dri ps down her leg. A piece of broken glass pierces her
sol e.
ALLI SON
(cries)

Call nom |'’mhurt. Mom | want

nom . .
Wlliamruns out in a hurry.
Yiyi freezes at the spot.

ALLI SON
(grow s)

( MORE)
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ALLI SON (cont’ d)
It’s all because of your stupid
folding bed. I hate you! Get out of

my sight!
Yiyi backs to a corner.
Jimmy and Joyce rush in. Wlliamtails behind them
Jimry folds up the bed, leans it against the wall.
Joyce waps a towel around Allison’s injured foot.

Jimmy carries Allison in his arnms. The whole fam |y heads
out, |eaves Yiyi behind.

Yiyi picks up the broken fish bow, puts the pieces into a
wast e basket.

As she reaches underneath Allison’s bed, Yiyi finds the
m ssi ng gol dfi sh.

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Yiyi puts the goldfish in a large bow filled with water.

Yl Yi
Swm please swm

The fish floats with its stomach upward
YI VI
(cries)
Pl ease gol dfish, don’t die..
She fetches the blue straw hat, places it over the bow,
prays with all her mght...
| NT. HOSPI TAL/1CU - N GHT
Vivian lies on a bed, with an oxygen nmask over her face.
YIYl (O S.)
Wul d you save the poor gol dfish?
Pl ease, don't let it die..

Vivian's I ndex Finger twtches...



I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Yiyi dozes off on a sofa.

Ji mmy pats her shoul der.

Yiyi stirs, sits

up.
Yl Yl

(in Mandarin Chi nese)
How is Al lison?

JI MW

(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Don’t worry. She’'s going to be
al right.

Yiyi glinpses behind Jimmy. Face cl ouds up.

Y'Yl

(in Mandarin Chi nese)
She doesn’t want to cone hone
because of ne?

JI MW

(in Mandarin Chi nese)
She just had a minor surgery, wll
remain in the hospital overnight.
Your aunt is there, taking care of

her.

Tears glisten in Yiyi's eyes.

Y1 YI

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Her gol dfish is dead.

Jimry smles, caresses her face.

JI MW

(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
That’'s an easy fix. 1'|l get
anot her one froma pet store. MR
RED HEAD had already outlived its
expect ancy.

Y'Yl

(in Mandarin Chi nese)

Uncl e,

woul d you please let ne wait

for ny nmomhere? | can stay in the
basenent if | have to.

25.
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JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
It’s too cold down there, even
during sumer tine.

YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
| don't mnd, really. I can wear

sweaters. ..

She drags her |uggage over, opens it, takes out a couple of
sweat er s.

YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Look, ny nomknitted themfor ne. |
have plenty to keep me warm

Jimmy draws Yiyi into his arns. Eyes cloud up.

I NT. WLLY S BAR - N GHT

CHRI STY ZUNI K, 36, sits at a bar. She enpties a gl ass of
gin, taps on the table, signals the bartender to fill it up.

THE BARTENDER, 30s, pours nore gin into the gl ass.

Christy reaches for the glass. A hand snatches it from her
grasp. She | ooks up.

CHRI STY
Ha, who is this, ny cold-hearted
br ot her ?

CcLand slides a HUNDRED DCOLLAR BILL across the counter.

OCLAND
Keep the change.

BARTENDER
(pockets the noney)
Thank you, sir.

CHRI STY
(gl ares at the bartender)
You told him N ce work, traitor...
The bartender shrugs his shoul ders.

CcLand grabs Christy’s wist, drags her away fromthe bar.



| NT. CHRI STY' S HOUSE/ CHRI STY’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT
CcLand hands Christy a glass of water.
OCLAND

Drink it, HONEY WATER. It w Il nake
you feel better.

CHRI STY
My husband is dead. How can | fee
better?

OCLAND

Don’t be a fool. He was |eaving you
anyway. Perhaps, it’s a blessing in
di sgui se. A nasty divorce would
stain your reputation. Being a
grieving w dow, you gain synpathy.

CHRI STY
How do you know he’s | eaving ne? |
haven't told a soul about it.
Don't tell me you were
eavesdr oppi ng.

OCLAND
There is no secret in the world.
You are ny sister. Your happiness
i s always ny concern.

CHRI STY
You speak as if you really care.

OCLAND
|’ mworried about you, Christy.
Move in with us. G ndy and Philip

w Il be happy to have their aunt
around.

CHRI STY
Leave ne alone. That’'s all | pray
for.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ Cl NDY’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Philip reads CINDY, 8, a bedside story.

Cl NDY
VWhere is Vivian?
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PH LI P
She’ s taking a vacati on.
Cl NDY
VWhen will she be back?
PH LI P
| don’t know. She didn’t say.
Cl NDY
WIll she | eave us |ike nother had
done so0?
PH LI P

Too many questions, you nmay never
fall asleep. Wiere was |...

He clears his throat, continues with the book.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ Cl NDY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT (LATER)
CcLand opens the door, peeps inside.
G ndy sl eeps.

Philip dozes off in a chair nearby.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ VI VI AN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

CcLand searches the drawers, the bedding, and the mattress.
Vivian’s suitcase | eans against the wall.

CcLand runs through her bel ongi ngs. .

OCLAND
Damm it! Where did you hide it?

He sits on the edge of the bed, stares at the ness in
frustration.

BEG N FLASHBACK:

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ LI BRARY - NI GHT

Vi vian skins through a bunch of case folders in a cabinet
agai nst the wall.

She takes out a fol der marked STONE CASE, snaps pictures of
t he docunents inside.



29.

A pen falls out of the fol der.

She picks it up, examnes it, then pulls the cap off,
reveals a M NI - USB. .

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ HOVE OFFI CE - NI GHT

CcLand watches Vivian's every nove on a nonitor. H s eyes
train on the m ni-USB

| NT. BOOKSTORE/ CAFE - DAY

Vivian | eaves a | arge envel ope on a table, steps away.
MARC MAPLE, 45, saunters over. He scans about, picks up the
envel ope. ..

EXT. BOOKSTORE/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY

A bl ack Pick-up Truck strikes Marc as he wal ks across the
par ki ng | ot.

Marc lies on the pavenent. Blood runs down his face. His
eyes w de open.

M. Scarecrow wears a baseball cap and sungl asses, snatches
the envel ope from Marc’s grasp. He junps back into the
truck, drives off.

I NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - DAY

CcLand opens a | arge envel ope, enpties the content. He
frowns. ..

END FLASHBACK

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ VI VI AN S BEDROOM - NI GHT
CcLand kicks Vivian's suitcase.
OCLAND

You had it, | sawit. Were is it
now?



30.

I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Yiyi renoves the blue straw hat fromthe bowl . Her eyes
wi den with amazenent.

Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Uncle...uncle...

Ji mmy rushes over.

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
What's the matter?

YI VI
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
The fish, it’'s alive!

She points at the bow .
The gol dfish swins in the water |ike an el egant fairy.

JI MW
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Looks i ke we don’'t need anot her
one after all.

YI VI
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
But yesterday, it was dead.

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
It nmust be a mracle.

He strokes Yiyi’s head, smles.

I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ ALLI SON''S BEDROOM - DAY

Yiyi places a new fish bow on Allison’ s desk, drops a
t easpoon of fish food into the water.

YI VI
Thank you for being alive,
gol dfi sh. Thank you for hearing ny
prayer.
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| NT. JOYCE S PARENT' S HOUSE - DAY
Joyce’s cell phone buzzes. She glances at the caller’s nane.

JOYCE
(i nto phone)
Hel | o. .

| NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY
Jimy cl oses the bedroom door.

JI MW
(i nto phone)
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Pl ease conme hone, honey. Yiyi
agrees to live in the basenent.
Tell Allison, she may have her own
room back

| NTERCUT JI MW AND JOYCE - -

JOYCE
(i nto phone)
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
That pl ace needs |ots of work. How
are you going to pay for the
expenses?

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| know a friend. He can give ne a
good di scount. Besides, | have that
check. ..

JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
You know how much those after
school cl asses cost ne, and you are
spendi ng all that noney on your
sister’s daughter?

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Don't worry, honey. | will work

extra hard. Everything | earn is
yours. ..



| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ VI VI AN S ROOM - DAY
Philip opens the drawers and closet. They are al

OCLAND
What are you doi ng here?

Philip turns to the sound.
CcLand stands at the doorway.

PHI LI P
Were are her bel ongi ngs?

OCLAND
| send them back to her famly. W
have no reason to keep her things.

Philip' s face saddens.
PHI LI P
Have you found the person who did
this to her?
CcLand shakes hi s head.
PHI LI P

What about the license plate? Are
you able to trace the owner?

OCLAND
The truck was stolen. |I’mdoing the
best | can, son. You have to trust
me on this.

PH LI P

Wsh there is sonething I can do..
She died to save ne.

OCLAND
| understand how you feel. But her
death is not your fault.

He strokes Philip s head.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ BASEMENT -

32.

enpty.

DAY

Jimry gives Yiyi a tour about the finished basenent.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)

( MORE)



JI MW (cont’ d)
| bought you a twin bed. This
dresser is a little old, but stil

usabl e.
YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
I like it.
JI MW

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
| nove Allison’s old desk and chair
here, hope you don’'t m nd.

YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Look, | have ny own fridge too.

Yiyi peeps inside a snmall fridge, beans.

| NT. BATHROOM
Jimy shows off the renovated bat hroom

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
The toilet, shower and sink, they
are all new.

YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Can | really stay here, uncle? No
one will send ne away, right?

Ji my nods.

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Wsh | can get you a better place,
a warmroomw th a great view But
for now, this is all |I'm capable
of .

Y1 Yl
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Thank you, uncle, for everything.

Yiyi hugs Ji my.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Don’t mnd your aunt. She has been
t hrough |l ots of hardshi ps because
( MORE)

33.
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JI MW (cont’ d)
of ny lacking. That's why she
conplaints. It has nothing to do
W th you.

Yl YI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
| shall try harder to pl ease her

She wll like nme in tine.
JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Good girl.

He pats Yiyi’'s head.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ BASEMENT - NI GHT
Joyce’ s voi ce thunders above.
Busy footsteps pace back and forth.
Yiyi |ooks up at the ceiling.
YI VI
(in Mandari n Chi nese)

Aunt Joyce is back!
A smle enbraces Yiyi's face as she listens to the noises
upstairs.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Several custoners saunter in.

Joyce leads themto a table.

JOEY WOODW CK, 45, JASON WOODW CK, 12, BOTH
AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN, enter the restaurant.

Jimry greets themwith a sunny smle.

JI MW
How are you doi ng, M. Wodw ck?

Yiyi halts next to Ji my.

JOEY
|’ mdoing great, ny friend. | see a
new face. Who is this pretty little
girl?
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JI MW
She’s ny sister’s daughter, Yiyi,
just cane from China.

JCOEY
Yiyi, what a special nane, it’s
really nice to neet you. |’ m Joey.

This is ny son, Jason.

Y1 Yl
Hi...

She waves her hand. Jason waves back.

JOEY
You know what | |ike, Jinmy.
JI MW
O course, the usual, it wll take

about 15 m nutes.

He wites down the order from nenory.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Jimy hands Yiyi a TWO LI TER bottl e soda.
JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Gveit to M. Wodw ck. It’s free.
| NT. FRONT COUNTER

Ji nmmy passes a box of food to Jason.

JI MW
Here you go.

Meanwhi l e, Yiyi holds up a bottle of soda.

JI MW
The beverage i s on house.

JOEY
Thanks, ny friend.

He takes the soda fromYiyi, at the sane tinme, places atip
into Yiyi’s hand.

Joey and Jason wal k out of the restaurant.



JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
How nmuch did you get?

She peeps over Yiyi’s shoul der.
Yiyi unfolds the bills.

Y1 Yl
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Two dol | ars.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Not bad. Last time, WIlliamgot two

dollars as well. Mst custoners
don’t give a tip when they pick up
t he food.

Y! YI

(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Why does he give a tip, uncle? He
has already paid for the food.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)

Tipping is a way of show ng
gratitude, and in return, we
provi de the custoners with great
food and services. However, not
every custoner is as generous as
M. Wodw ck. ..

| NT. " EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Yiyi inserts her tip into a piggy-bank.
Wl liam gl oats over.

W LLI AM

Wth this noney, we can buy sone
tasty snacks, or go to the novies.

YI VI
(shakes her head)
No, Wlliam | nust stay here til
my nmom cones. | won’t spend it on
petty pl easures.
W LLI AM
|"msure dad will cover all your

expenses while you live here.
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Y1 YI
| don't want to be a burden to
anyone, so don’'t attenpt ne.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN RESTAURANT/ BASEMENT - NI GHT
Yiyi holds up the blue straw hat, speaks to it.
Yl YI
Where are you, nmon? You will cone
and pick ne up, right? | promse to
be a good girl, make you proud.
| NT. HOSPI TAL/ PRI VATE WARD - NI GHT

Ri chard checks Vivian’s Patient Chart, while CcLand | ooks
on.

Rl CHARD

Her condition is stabilized.
OCLAND

When wi Il she wake up?
Rl CHARD

Hard to say, could be weeks, nonths
or nmuch | onger..

OCLAND
Can | nove her to a private care?

Rl CHARD
| don’'t see a problemw th that.

He fishes a business card out of his coat pocket.
Rl CHARD
You may call Dr. Parlin in case of
energency. He is a good friend of
mne, currently in private
practice.

CcLand pockets the card.

I NT. OCLAND S CAR - DAY

CcLand’ s car parks on the street outside of Eastern Pearl
Gar den.

Jimry sits in the passenger seat, glances at CclLand’ s face.
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JI MW
How is ny sister?

OCLAND
Don’t worry. She’'s alive. W won't
know for sure when or if she wll
cone to, but her condition is
sl oWy i nproving.

JI MW
Thank god. | thought sonething
terri bl e has happened.

OCLAND
To better care for Vivian, |'m
pl anning on transferring her to a
private sanatorium | hope you
don’t m nd.

JI MW
| trust you always have her best
interest in mnd. Please know that
your Kkindness is very much
appreci at ed.

CcLand hands Jinmy a | egal -si zed envel ope.

OCLAND
As | said before, 1'd |love to take
care of Vivian until she fully
recovers, and | shall be
responsi ble for all her nedica
expenses during the tine.

Ji my browses through the docunent.
OCLAND
(conti nui ng)
Al'l you need to do is sign your
nane at the bottom of this sheet.
It tenmporarily grands nme the power
as her guardi an.

Jimy hesitates for a second, and then, wites his name on
t he paper.

EXT. OCLAND S CAR - DAY

Jimy waves at OclLand as his car pulls away.

Yiyi wal ks over.
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Y1 YI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Uncl e, Aunt Joyce is | ooking for
you.
JI MwY

(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Tell her I will be right there.

| NT. OCLAND S CAR - DAY - TRAVELI NG

CcLand catches a glinpse of Yiyi through the side mrror.
frowns.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Jimmy fishes a check out of his trousers pocket.

| NSERT - CHECK

"$100, 000" written on the anpbunt I|ine.

BACK TO SCENE

Ji mry gapes at the anount.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

WIlliamand Allison occupy a round table near the kitchen
door.

Text books and note books scatter about the table.
Yiyi brings over a large plate of sliced oranges.

W LLI AM
Fat her said you had attended the
I nternati onal School of Beijing.
Were you a good student?

He takes a slice of orange.

Y! VI
| earned 95 and above on al
subj ects | ast senester

W LLI AM
You nean 95 out of 1007

Yi yi nods.

He
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Wllianms face lights up

W LLI AM
No ki dding! That’s awesone, cousin!
Can you solve this problemfor ne?

He points at a text book.

ALLI SON
So she’s lucky, got a few good
grades. That doesn’t nean she’s
smart.

W LLI AM
No offense, Big Sis, the highest
you have ever scored is a B-.

ALLI SON
You shut up

She tosses an orange peel at WIliam
W liam ducks |ike an agile nonkey.

YI VI
Don't fight, please. | will help
you with the school work.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Jimmy peeps at the kids over a half-sized kitchen door.

JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Are they fighting again?

She sits at a staff table, browses through a newspaper
wi t hout | ooking at Ji my.

Jimy wal ks over, takes a seat next to Joyce.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Let’s send Yiyi to school, honey.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Her not her should be the one taking
care of that.



JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
But she’'s away. We shoul dn’t del ay
her study under the circunstance.

Joyce puts down the newspaper, glares at Jinmmy.

JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
You sound as if she may not cone
back. Do you know sonet hi ng t hat
you haven't told nme?

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| woul d never keep a secret from
you.

Joyce turns her attention back to the newspaper.

JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
I’1l enroll her for the fal
senester if Vivian is not back by
t hen.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
| " m al so thinking of sending the
kids to a Sunmer Day Canp, al
three of them

Joyce tosses aside the newspaper, glowers at Jinmy.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chinese)
Do you know how much that’s gonna
cost us?

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Lower your voice, honey.

He drags her to the side, away fromthe kitchen staff,
fishes a check out of his pocket, shows it to Joyce.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Look, honey. W have noney.

Joyce’s jaw drops as she stares at the dollar anount.

41.



42.

| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - DAY

CcLand opens a top drawer on the left side of his desk,
takes out a picture.

| NSERT - PI CTURE
"YI'YI HUGS VIVIAN WTH A SUNNY SM LE ON HER FACE"
BACK TO SCENE

CcLand stares at the picture. Face darkens.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT

THREE ki tchen staff nenbers, Jimry, Joyce, Allison, WIIliam
and Yiyi sit around a long dining table, eat dinner.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Al'lison, sweetie, your birthday is
comng up. We'd like to throw you a
party this weekend.

ALLI SON
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
A party, really nonf? For ne?

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
O course, this Sunday afternoon,
from2 to 5, the restaurant is al
yours. Try to keep the attendance
bel ow 35 t hough.

W LLI AM
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
Don't worry, nmom All she needs is
one boy -- PATRI CK

ALLI SON
Shut your nout h!

Al'lison gives Wlliaman evil glare, waves her fist at him
Ji nmmy pokes Joyce under the table.
JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)

Honey, we shouldn’t spend too nuch
noney on a birthday party.
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JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Wiy not? We al ways hel p the
custoners celebrate their
bi rt hdays, but have no tinme or the
budget for our own children. It’s
not like we can’t afford it.

W LLI AM
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Did we hit a jackpot, nonf
JOYCE
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
| f you behave, and not pick on your
sister all the tinme, this year,
m ght throw you a birthday party as
wel | .

WIl1liam cheers.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi hangs up a "Happy Birthday" sign across the
di ni ng- ar ea.

Joyce bl ows up col orful balloons.

Chefs set up a long buffet table in the mddle of the room

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)

YOUNG GUESTS, 5 @ RLS and 13 BOYS, arrive one after
anot her.

Allison’s face lights up the nonent PATRI CK MAXVELL, 13,
enters the restaurant.

Yiyi takes a corner seat, |ooks at the crowd.

W liam and Jason approach her.

W LLI AM
Way sit here all by yourself,
cousi n?

YI VI

They are having a good tine. |
don’t want to intrude.
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W LLI AM
Intrude? It’s a party. O course,
you are invited.

JASON
Let’s go. We'll introduce you.
W LLI AM

(drags Yiyi into the crowd)
Excuse nme, everyone. This is ny
cousin, Yiyi. She cones from Chi nal

The kids quiet down. Al eyes train on Yiyi.

Yl VI
(waves her hands)
Hel | o. .
PATRI CK

Ni ce to neet you!
He steps forward, offers Yiyi a handshake.
Yiyi breaks into a bashful smle

PATRI CK
Branden, come over here! You speak
Chi nese, say H to our new friend.

Patrick hails BRANDEN LEE, 12, Asian boy, who stands severa
feet away.

BRANDEN
(steps forward)
Not Chi nese, | speak Tai wanese!

He throws Yiyi a disdainful |ook.

PATRI CK
Sorry, ny mstake. | thought
Chi nese and Tai wanese are the sane.

ALLI SON
(cl aps her hands)
Look here, everyone. The buffet is
ready.

Allison directs the crowd to the Buffet Table. The tautness
in the air breaks.

Yiyi, Jason and WIlliam each takes a plateful of food.

They occupy an enpty table near the doorway, across the room
fromwhere Patrick, Allison and Branden sit.



JASON
Don't m nd, Branden. He's a bit
strange.

YI Y
Is that so inportant, being called
Chi nese or Tai wanese?

W LLI AM
Technically, he’'s a Half-Blood. His
father is a Korean-Born Anerican
owns a big conveni ence store down
the street. H s nother, a
housewi fe, was born and raised in
Tai wan.

JASON
VWho i nvited hinf

W LLI AM
He’s Patrick’s friend. You know
Al lison, she would do anything to
pl ease her man.

YI VI
We speak the sane | anguage, yet, he
sounds so cold as if | have done
sonething terrible to him

W LLI AM
Hs famly is very arrogant. Just
because they have sone noney, they
think they are above the rest of
us.

JASON
My dad said we are all born equal.
No one shoul d | ook down on anot her.
Treat people nice and they wll
return the favor

YI VI
All I want is true friendship,
friends who will not abandon you,

despi se you, regardless of your
origin or status.

JASON
|’d I ove to be your friend.

W LLI AM
Me too, cousin.

They smile at each other.

45.
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| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

A nonitor gets set up next to Vivian' s bed.

ANDREW PARLI N, 50s, checks Vivian's vital signs.

LORI EN MCCARTHY, 40s, in a nurse uniform halts next to him

ANDREW
Any change, call nme. O herw se,
shal | conme back tonmorrow, check up
on her.

LORI EN
Yes, doctor.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ ATTI C - DAY

CcLand opens a closet, stores Vivian's suitcase inside...

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - N GHT

Patrick, his grandpa HENRY, 75, grandma MARY, 69, enter the
restaurant.

Yiyi brings a fresh teapot to the table.

HENRY
| hear you cone from China.

Yl Yl
(nods)
Yes, Beijing, the capital.

HENRY
Ha, the Forbidden Cty. | had lived
there once, long ago. It’s a
fascinating place, always crowded
wi th peopl e though, especially in

restaurants. You can tell, | |ove
good food.
He | aughs.
Yl YI
What’ s your favorite Chinese Food,
sir?
HENRY

There are too nany to nention.
Though one dish in particul ar
can’t forget -- Peking Duck.



YI VI
That’s nmy favorite as well! Roasted
duck meat topped with spring onion,
wr apped i n a pancake.

HENRY
And you dip it in some kind of dark
brown sauce, a bit on the sweet
si de.

Y1 Yl
Tian Man Jiang, it’'s called, sweet
bean sauce.

HENRY
That’s right! Nobody nmakes a duck
di sh as good as that place. Don’'t
tell Jimy | said that.

He |l owers his voice, winks at Yiyi.
Yiyi grins, nods.

HENRY
We are going to host a barbecue
party next Sunday, at ny villa.
Patrick has invited several of his
young friends over, Allison and
WIlliamincluded. Wuld you like to
cone as well?

YI VI
(gl ances at Ji my)
May | go, uncle?

JI MW
O course, go if you want to.

YI VI
(turns to Henry and bows)
Thank you, sir, for inviting ne.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GHT
OcLand places a glass of mlk on Philip' s desk.
OCLAND

You haven’t been sl eeping well
lately. This will help you rel ax.



PHI LI P
Still no news of that
Hi t - and-runner?
OCLAND
|’ mdoing the best | can, son. It’s
not easy.
PHI LI P
But you know many powerful people.
OCLAND
|’ mnot here to discuss that. M.
Maxwel | invites us to his barbecue
party on Sunday.
PHI LI P
| don't feel |ike going.
OCLAND

| have already told himwe w ||
attend. So don’t plan anything on
Sunday.

EXT. MAXVELL' S VI LLA/ REAR GARDEN - DAY
Yiyi, Allison and WIlliam step out of a car.
Patrick greets them

PATRI CK

Wel come, Let ne introduce you to ny
friends.

EXT. MAXWELL' S VI LLA/ BUFFET TENT - DAY

Patrick ushers Yiyi, Allison and Wlliamto the buffet
t abl e.

PATRI CK
This is Philip and his sister,
G ndy.

Philip s eyes train on Yiyi.

PHI LI P
What’ s your nane?

YI VI
Yiyi Lu.

48.
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OCLAND
(saunters over)
Yiyi, what a special nane... Does
your nother have a uni que nane |ike
yours as wel | ?

YI VI
Her nane is Vivian Wang. | don’t
know i f the nane is unique or not,
but to nme, she is the one and only.

CcLand’ s hand trenbles, spills a glass of red wine on his
shirt.

Philip glances at his father.

HENRY
Are you alright?

OCLAND
How cl unsy of ne.

I NT. MAXWELL'S VI LLA/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Henry hands OclLand a new shirt.

HENRY
1l send your shirt to the
cl eaner. Hopefully, they can get
the stain out.

OCLAND
Wio is that little Chinese girl? I
have never seen her before.

HENRY
You know Ji nmy Wang, the owner of
Easter Pearl Garden, ny favorite
Chi nese Restaurant? That girl is
hi s ni ece.

OCLAND
Ni ece. .

HENRY
She’s from China, an adorabl e young
| ady, isn’t she?



50.

EXT. MAXVEELL'S VI LLA/ BUFFET TENT - DAY (LATER)
Yiyi and Wlliamsit next to each other, chat and eat.

Philip barely touches his food. He peeps at Yiyi fromtine
to tinme.

Al'li son squeezes between Philip and Patri ck.

ALLI SON
Your grandpa doesn’t need to invite
Yiyi. She’s not really a part of ny
famly you know?

PATRI CK
But she’s your cousin.

ALLI SON
We take her in because she has
nowhere to go. She lives in a
basenent. Qur apartnent has no room
for her.

PATRI CK
Where are her parents?

ALLI SON
(1 owers her voice)
Tell you the truth, her parents
have abandoned her. ..

Philip drops his folk. He steps away fromthe table.

EXT. MAXVWELL'S VI LLA/ TENNI S COURT - DAY

Yiyi wears the blue straw hat, sits down next to Allison.
They watch Patrick and Philip play tennis.

C ndy serves as Philip' s ball girl. WIIliamserves as
Patrick’s ball boy. Allison cheers aloud for Patrick.

A tennis ball bounces off the course, strikes Alison. She
pouts her lips, switches her seat with Yivyi.

Anot her ball flies over, hits Allison on the arm Allison
nmoves behind a protective net...
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EXT. MAXVELL' S VI LLA/ BUFFET TENT - DAY

C ndy, WIliamand several kids sit around the buffet table,
enjoy Ice Cream

Patrick hands Philip a bottle of Spring Water.

PATRI CK
Great gane, Philip. You wi n again.

PHI LI P
You are not bad either, just |ack
of practice.
He scans about.

PHI LI P
VWhere is Yiyi?

PATRI CK
She’ s probably with Allison.

EXT. RIVERSI DE - DAY

Al lison drags Yiyi to the waterfront.

ALLI SON
My Patrick |ost the game because of
you!

YI VI

| didn’t do anything.

ALLI SON
It’s your stupid hat, so old and
ugly. Patrick said he' s distracted.

YI Y
No, that’'s not what he said. He
thinks it’s an attractive hat.

ALLI SON
Attractive ny eye..

Al lison snatches the hat fromYiyi’s head, tosses it into a
nearby river.

Y1 Yl
(runs into the water)

My hat!
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ALLI SON

There, your punishnent for

irritating ne.
She neanders away.
Yiyi |loses her footing. The river carries her down the
stream
EXT. MAXVELL' S VI LLA/ BUFFET TENT - DAY
Al'l'i son unw aps an |Ice Cream Cone, about to take a bite.

Philip saunters over.

PHI LI P
Have you seen Yiyi?

ALLI SON
She shoul d be back by now. ..

She scans about. Eyes wi den.
ALLI SON
(conti nui ng)

The hat... Oh, no, she didn't...

She drops the Ice Cream Cone.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

The nonitor next to Vivian's bed makes an al arm ng beeping
sound.

Vivian's I ndex Finger twtches.

EXT. RIVER - DAY

Yiyi holds on to the brimof the hat, nanages to stay
af | oat .

Water pours into her nouth, splashes into her nostrils.

YI VI
Hel p! Hel p ne!

VIVIAN (O. S.)
Hang on, Yiyi. Don't |et go.
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Y1Yl
Mom . .

A ball of light closes in on her, follows by a | oud hunm ng
noi se.

Yiyi stares into the |ight.

A speed boat catches up with her. A powerful hand pulls Yiyi
out of the water...

FADE TGO

| NT. MAXWELL' S VI LLA/ GUEST ROOM - DAY
Yiyi conmes to, beholds Henry's benevol ent face.

HENRY
How are you feeling, kiddo? You
have given us a quite fright.

Y1 Yl
| " msorry.

HENRY
You don’t need to apol ogi ze. W are
gl ad you are okay.
YI VI
(sits up, scans about)
Hat, where is ny hat?
HENRY
Don't worry. It’s getting dried at
t he nonent, along with your
cl ot hi ng.
EXT. MAXVELL'S CAR - NI GHT - TRAVELI NG
Yiyi caresses the blue straw hat, beans.

Al'lison glowers at her.

| NT. OCLAND S CAR - N GHT - TRAVELI NG
Cndy falls asleep in the backseat.

Philip glances at CclLand s face.
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PHI LI P
Fat her. ..

OCLAND
Yes?

PHI LI P

That girl we pulled out of the
river this afternoon, Yiyi, she's
Vi vian’ s daughter.

CcLand peeps at G ndy through the rear mrror.

OCLAND
Lower your voice.

PHI LI P
You know it, don’t you?

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE/ OPEN FI ELD - NI GHT

CcLand’ s car parks on the shoul der of the road.
CcLand steps out, strolls into the nearby field.
Philip foll ows.

PH LI P
Al lison said Vivian has abandoned
Yiyi. Who is lying, her famly or
you?

OCLAND
The truth does not matter. You are
my main concern.

PHI LI P
Me? You lie for me?

OCLAND
For nmy children, | would do
anyt hi ng.

PHI LI P

Then for my conscience’ sake, why
don’t you |l ook after Vivian's only
child. Wealth, you have plenty.

OCLAND
How do you know I didn’t conpensate
t hen?? Besi des, noney can’t sol ve
everything. You have a lot to
| earn, ny son
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PH LI P
Vivian gave her life to save mne,
yet her child lives in a basenent.

OCLAND
Her death is an unfortunate
acci dent. Sonme people are born to
serve and suffer. Some are born to
thrive above others. It's a matter

of fate.

PHI LI P
Matter of fate? You haven't changed
a bit, still cruel and selfish.

That’s why nom coul dn’t stand you.
That’'s why she decided to | eave

you.

OCLAND
Leave ne? Nobody dares to abandon
me. If | let themgo, it’s because

| no | onger need them

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Ni ght mare haunts Philip...
RI PPLE DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. SAI LBOAT/ DECK - N GHT - ( DREAM

JUDI TH ZUNI K, 32, |eans against the rail, holds a w ne
gl ass. A ray of noonlight shines upon her. She | aughs.

A shadow swi ns over, picks her up, tosses her overboard.

The wi ne gl ass drops onto the deck, shatters into pieces.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GAT

Philip stirs, sits up. He turns on the light, |ooks at
Judith’s picture on the nightstand.
PHI LI P
Ch nother, | wish it was only a

dream ..
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| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ ENTRANCE WAY - NI GHT
Lorien greets CcLand as he enters.

OCLAND
How i s your patient, Ms. MCarthy?

LORI EN
W had a little scare earlier, M.
Zuni k. Her vital signs went wld
all of sudden. Fortunately, her
condition stabilized shortly after.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
CcLand studies Vivian's peaceful face.

OCLAND
Wiy do you hang on? |Is that because
of her, your little girl? | saw
Yiyi today.

Vivian's I ndex Finger tw tches...

EXT. DELAFI ELD AVE - DAY
Yiyi wears the blue straw hat, anbles down an enpty street.

Ahead, THREE LOCAL TEENAGERS beat up an Asi an boy. The boy
i s Branden Lee.

BRANDEN
| don’t have any noney!

GANG LEADER
Go and get it. Your father has
pl enty.

BRANDEN
No, | won't steal

GANG LEADER
Now you are asking for it.

Three teenagers kick Branden as he falls to the ground.

Branden struggles to his feet. He folds his hands into
fists, swings at the teens, but m sses each tine.
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BRANDEN
Back off, | warn you!
GANG LEADER
What a feisty little Chinese boy.
BRANDEN
" m not Chi nese!
GANG LEADER
So what are you then?
BRANDEN
" man Anerican, |ike youl
GANG LEADER
Are you kidding nme? American, says

who?
GANG LEADER, 17, knocks Branden down, seizes his throat.
Branden gasps for air.
GANG LEADER
Qobvi ously you are not one of us. Go
back to where you come from
He steps on Branden.
YI VI
Police officer, someone is fighting
over there!

The teenagers | et go of Branden. They nmeander away as if
not hi ng happens.

Branden gets up, coughs and wheezes.
Yiyi dashes forward, grabs Branden’s hand. They take off.

Three teens realize Yiyi’s charade, give a chase.

EXT. DEAD END ALLEY - DAY

Yiyi and Branden pound on w ndows and doors, but no one
answers.

The teens’ shouting gets closer.

BRANDEN
Wiy do you have to butt in? Now we
are both in trouble.
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Yl YI
| can’t pretend not to see it.
There nust be a way...

BRANDEN
This wall is too high to clinb
over.

Yiyi's eyes fix on a round netal bucket that |eans against a

tall brick wall. She opens the cover.
YI VI
Here, it fits one person inside.
BRANDEN
You go in and hide. They want ne,
not you.
YI VI

That’'s exactly why you shoul d take
it. They don’t know ne, and m ght
not harm a stranger.
BRANDEN
(peeps i nside, hesitates)
It looks oily and dirty.

Y1 Yl
No tine to waste, they are com ng.

Branden gets inside the bucket.
Yiyi covers the top. She backs to a corner.
YIYl (V.QO)
Help ne, nom Don’t |let them see
ne.

She pl aces the blue straw hat over her face.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

The nonitor near Vivian's bed nmekes | oud beepi ng noi ses.
Vivian’s heart rate accelerates...

EXT. DEAD END ALLEY - DAY
Three teens enter the alley.

The gang | eader strolls pass Yiyi.
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GANG LEADER
Where did they go?

RASCAL #1
Per haps they clinb over the wall.

RASCAL #2
It’s too high. Unless they can fly,
i ke that novie CROUCH NG TI GER AND
HI DDEN DRAGON.

GANG LEADER
Those are actors flying on wres,
you fool. If that boy knows Kong

Fu, he wouldn’t take punches from
us, and not be able to fight back.

He taps his fingers on the cover of the bucket.
RASCAL #1
| have a strange feeling. W are
bei ng wat ched.
He scans the surroundi ng.
Yiyi holds her breath.

The teens gather around the netal bucket, kick it, and peep
inside through a tiny hole on the top.

GANG LEADER

Anybody honme? Make a sound if you
hear ne.

Three teens | augh. They gesture at each other.

RASCAL #1 sits on top of the bucket, covers the hole with
hi s buttocks.

RASCAL #1
Conme on. Beg ne, I'll let you out.
Pretty soon, you won’t have air to

br eat he.

| NT. METAL BUCKET - DAY

Sweat drips down Branden’'s face. He gasps for air.
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EXT. DEAD END ALLEY - DAY
Yiyi shuts her eyes.

YIYl (V.0O)
What shall | do?

VIVIAN (O. S.)
Courage, Yiyi. Do not be afraid..

Yiyi opens her eyes, puts on the blue straw hat, springs out
of the hiding.

She pushes the one on top of the bucket to the ground.
Rascal #1 scranbles to his feet, curses.

RASCAL #1
Who pushed ne?

GANG LEADER
Nobody laid a finger on you.

RASCAL #1
(scratches his head)
Soneone di d.

GANG LEADER
Let’'s just find the kid, alright?

They place their hands on the cover of the bucket.

The gang | eader’s right knee gives away. He drops to the
ground, wails.

The two | ackeys rush to help him
One finds hinself down on all fours.

The other gets a smack on the head.

RASCAL #2
(rubs his head)
What the hell...
RASCAL #1
(springs to his feet)
G .. CGhost!
GANG LEADER

Let’s get out of herel

They squeal, flee |ike daunted rats.
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Yiyi heaves a sigh of relief. Her eyes skimover a glass
wi ndow in the wall. Her body freezes.

YI VI
What’ s going on? |’m not seeing ny
own reflection...
| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY
Andrew holds a flashlight to Vivian's eyes.

The nonitor nearby makes steady beepi ng sound.

ANDREW
It seens everything has returned to
nor mal .

LORI EN

But her vital signs went wild a
nonent ago.

ANDREW
As of now, she still shows no signs
of wakeni ng. ..

EXT. DEAD END ALLEY - DAY

Yiyi takes off the blue straw hat. Like a work of magic, her
i mage nmaterializes before her eyes.

Y1 Yl
So this is the reason they are
petrified. They can’t see ne.

BRANDEN (O S.)
(shout s)
Hel | o, anybody there?

Yiyi hastens to the bucket, opens the top.
Branden’s head pops out. Dirt stains his face and cl ot hi ng.
BRANDEN
Are you alright? What had happened?
Where did they go?

Y1 YI
A dog cane and chased t hem away.
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BRANDEN
Dog? But | heard no dog bark.

YI VI
Not every dog barks you know? By
the way, nmy nane is Yiyi.

BRANDEN
| know. | saw you at Allison’s
bi rthday party. |’ m Branden Lee.

YI VI
Branden, | renenber you... My |
ask you a question? Wiy do you
dislike others calling you Chinese?

BRANDEN
Because | 'mnot. My nromtold ne so.

Yl Yl
Does it really matter whether you
are called Chinese or Tai wanese? W
speak the sane | anguage, share the
sane cul ture.

BRANDEN
It’s inportant to ny nom | guess.
My country is small, but nodern and

powerful. She says China is an
under devel oped pl ace. Peopl e there
are poor and uneducated. | don’'t
want to be m staken as one of them

YI VI
But that's not true! | cane from
Chi na not too |ong ago. Mbst
Chi nese are kind and friendly. They
go to school for know edge and
skills. Work hard just |ike people
here do. ..

BRANDEN
My nom said not to believe the
propaganda. It's all a lie.

Y1 YI

Do you think 1'd lie to you?
BRANDEN

| don’t know. | have never been to

Mai nl and Chi na before.
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YI VI
Can’t we at |east be friends?
Doesn’t matter where we cone from
or do for living, we are all here,
in this country, this town. There
shoul dn’t be a condition for
friendship, is there?

BRANDEN
| need to think about it. | have to
go now.

He runs off.

Yiyi gazes after him sighs.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Br anden, EDWARD LEE, 40, KATHY JUNG 35, enter the
rest aur ant.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT
Jimry fries an order of chicken w ngs.

Joyce peeps at Branden and his parents through a half-sized
kit chen door.

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Strange, this is the first tine
ever having the famly here.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Branden was at Allison’ s birthday
party, renmenber?

JOYCE
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
That nust be it. He enjoyed our
food so nuch, told his parents
about us.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
A nmonment ago, M. Lee proposed a
deal. He'd like to provide weekly
supplies for us -- fifteen percent
cheaper than what we are paying
Now.
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JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
What a pl easant surprise...

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Yiyi makes dunplings at a round table.
Br anden takes the seat next to her.

BRANDEN
Need hel p?

Y1 Yl
| don’t think so. You are our
guest .

BRANDEN
Al right, just remenber | offered
it.

YI VI
Thank you, Branden.

BRANDEN
For what ?

Y1 Yi
For persuadi ng your father to help
us out. My uncle is very pleased
about the deal.

BRANDEN
| suppose it’s a good business for
both sides... AmI| worthy enough to
be your friend now?

YI VI
As | said before, no condition is
needed for ny amty. Nonet hel ess,
|’ m happy to gain a friend |ike
you.

They smile at each other.

| NT. TAEKWONDO CLASS - DAY

A group of youngsters, ages between 8-13, sit in a ring,
anongst them WIIliam

A MALE TEACHER, Asi an, 30, introduces Branden to the cl ass.



65.

TEACHER
Let's wel cone our new nenber,
Br anden Lee.

He claps his hands. Kids follow suit.
Branden bows. He sits down next to WIIliam

BRANDEN

(grins)
Hell o, ny friend.

| NT. TAEKWONDO CLASS - DAY (LATER)

Branden teans up with Wlliam He places his right hand on
Wl liam s shoul der

Wl liamgrasps Branden’s wist, throws himonto the
mattress, afterwords, renders a victorious smle.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Branden brings Yiyi and WIliameach an Ice Cream Cone.

W LLI AM
What's this, a bribe?

BRANDEN
Practice Taekwondo with ne, please.

W LLI AM
| don’t think so. You have the
strength of a girl. W are not on
t he sane | evel

BRANDEN
Then help me reach your |evel. |
will buy you an Ice Cream every
day, for an entire sunmer. How does
t hat sound?

WIlliam | ooks at the Ice Cream Cone in his hand, licks his
l'ips.
W LLI AM
Al right, but have to warn you. |I'm
a strict partner.

BRANDEN
That’ s exactly what | want, tougher
the better.
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)
WIlliamsinks into a chair, pants.

W LLI AM
| have never seen anyone so eager
to learn, or to get beaten in his
case. | bet he practices so hard to
inpress a girl.

Yiyi hands hima glass of water.
WIlliamdrinks the water in one take.
Y1 Yl
Per haps, he has the need to learn
how to defend hinsel f.
W LLI AM

(taps his nose)
Nay, | snell sonething fishy.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Kat hy carries a PRADA handbag in one hand, a bag of wine in
anot her, wal ks toward a new MERCEDES- BENZ.

A YOUNG MAN, 20s, pushes Kathy to the ground, snatches her
handbag, junps into the Benz, drives off.

Kat hy’ s high heels break. Her tight dress rips.

The wine bottle shatters. Red wine spills all over her
dress.

She screans and cur ses.

| NT. " EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Kat hy seats at a table, her face livid with rage.

KATHY
That damm thief, | wish his whole
famly burn in hell

Joyce brings her a glass of ice water.

KATHY
Do you have a canera installed
sonmewhere that m ght give a view of
t he street outside?
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JOYCE
Sorry, we don’t have a camera.

Yiyi wal ks over, hands Kathy a box of BANDAGES and
NEOSPORI N

A COP enters the restaurant.

coP
Di d anyone report a robbery?

KATHY
(springs to her feet)
Over here, officer...

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Jimy and Joyce sit at a staff table.

Joyce eats sunfl ower seeds.

Ji my browses through a newspaper.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
This town is not safe as before.
Should we install a security camera
just in case?

JOYCE
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
We have 5 adults working at the
restaurant. They dare not rob us.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| hope so.

Yiyi steps forward, places her hand on Jinmy’s shoul der.

YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Don't worry, uncle. I wll protect

you.
Jinmmy strokes Yiyi’'s head, smles.

JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Thank you, Yiyi. You are such
confort.
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I NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

WIlliamand Yiyi occupy a round table near the kitchen door.
WLLI AM

pl ays a vi deo gane.

Yl Yl

reads a book THE HOBBI T.

Branden strolls in, takes a seat next to Yiyi.

BRANDEN
My nomis checking out a house in a
hi gh-priced comunity.

YI VI
(puts down her book)
Are you noving away for real?

BRANDEN
It seens so, but rich people get
robbed too. Moving to an expensive
district doesn’t guarantee
security.

W LLI AM
Your nmom nmust be really frightened.

BRANDEN
Wnman, always wants the best of
everything. That’s why the thief
pi cked on her.

YI VI
Is it far, the place you are noving
to?

BRANDEN
| m not goi ng?

YI VI
But kids have to live with their
parents.

BRANDEN
Says who?

Yl YI

It’s the fact. My nomcane to the
United States to neet with ny dad.

( MORE)



Y'Yl (cont’d)
Now | "m here, so that | can |ive
with both of them

BRANDEN
How come you are living with your
uncle’'s famly? Wiere are your nom
and dad?

Y1 Yl
They are away, for the tinme being,
but soon, they will cone and pick
me up.

Branden | eaps to his feet.

BRANDEN
You can’'t | eave!
W LLI AM
(perks his brow)
Wiy not? She will nove to a nice
house and live with her parents.
BRANDEN
What if | never get to see you

again. ..

He bl ushes, runs out of the door.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)
Philip enters the restaurant.

Yiyi greets himwith a sunny sm|le.

Yl YI
Good afternoon, sir. Can | help
you?

PHI LI P

Just one, please. May | have a seat
by the w ndow?

YI VI
No problem

69.



70.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Jimy and chefs play Mhjong.
Yiyi puts the order on the counter.
YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chinese)

Uncl e, one order of Shrinp with

Lobster Sauce Conb.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Jimmy brings the conb dish to Philip s table.

Yiyi takes a nearby seat , steals a glance at Philip.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)
Philip finishes his neal.
Yiyi wal ks over.

Yl Yl
Wul d you like a free dessert Sir,
orange or Vanilla lIce Crean?

PHI LI P
Whi ch one do you prefer?

Y1 YI
Me? | ce Cream of course.

PH LI P
Then Ice Creamit is.

Yl YI
| will be right back.

She places the bill face down on the table, heads into the
kit chen.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY - TRACKI NG

to follow Yiyi out of the kitchen wwth a serving of Ice
Cream

Philip disappears.
The bill lies on the table, along with TVWENTY DOLLARS.
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| NSERT - BILL

"YOU M GHT ENJOY THE DESSERT MORE THAN | DO -- P.Z." printed
in a space next to the total anount of $8.50.

BACK TO SCENE

Yiyi gapes at the noney and the note.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ BASEMENT - NI GHT
Yiyi inserts the tip into a piggy bank.
Yl Yl
(beans)
P.Z... \Woever you are, thank you.
| NT. " EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi stares at the clock on the wall.

Yl YI
Al nost three thirty. ..

Philips saunters in.

Yiyi's face lights up.

Y1 Yl
Wl cone, sir.

PHI LI P
D d anyt hi ng good happen? You | ook
so happy.

Y1 Yl

Yes, because you cone back!

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY

Jimy places a Shrinp Wth Lobster Sauce Dish, a bow of
white rice, a serving of Wanton Soup and a Spring Roll on a
tray.

JI MW
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Are you sure you can carry this?
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YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
Don’t worry, uncle. 'l be

careful.
She takes the tray.

Ji mmy opens the kitchen door for her.

I NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi holds a book, sits across the table fromPhilip, peeps
at him

PH LI P
What are you readi ng?
YI VI
(shows himthe cover)
THE HOBBI T.
PHI LI P
That’s one of ny favorites as well.
YI VI
Real | y? My nom gave it to ne.
PHI LI P
The two of you nust be very cl ose.
YI VI
Tell you a secret. | can hear her

voi ce sonetinmes, even though she’s
not around.

PHI LI P
Do you m ss her?
Yl Yl
(nods)
Uncl e said she’s working on an
i mportant project, will return when

it’s finished.

PHI LI P
What if the project takes long tine
to finish?

Y! YI
| will wait for her no matter
what. She prom sed that she wl|
cone back for ne.
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PHI LI P
Does she al ways keep her prom se?

Yi yi nods.

Philip s eyes get msty. He lowers his gl ance.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Yiyi scoops up a big spoon of Ice Cream
YI VI

| hope he's still there.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Philip places Twenty Dollars wth the bill, and then, steps
out of the restaurant.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)
Yiyi stares at the twenty dollars and the bill, sighs.

The Ice Creamon the plate nelts away. .

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GHAT

Philip lies on the bed, stares at the ceiling with a smle
on his face.

A knock on the door, OclLand enters.

OCLAND
D nner is ready, son.
PH LI P
| have al ready eaten. You go ahead,
f at her.
OCLAND
Again. ..

He frowns.
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi ushers Philip to a wiwndow table that is set up for
one.

PHI LI P
How do you know I will show up?

YI VI
My sixth sense tells ne.

PHI LI P
Does that nean |’ m your speci al
cust oner ?

Yiyi nods. She cl aps her hands.
Jimy brings Shrinp with Lobster Sauce Conbo to the table.

PH LI P
You renenber it!

Yl Yi
It’s not that difficult. You al ways
order the sane dish

PH LI P
Still, |’mtouched.

YI VI
Why don’t you try sonething el se
for a change. W have a w de
variety to choose from

PHI LI P
Sonmeone | liked very much cooked it
for me once. The food brings back
fond nenori es.

Yl Yi
Who does the cooking in your house,
may | ask?

PH LI P
The nmi d.

YI VI
Ww, you nust be rich

PH LI P
My father is the one with noney.
|’ mjust a freel oader.
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JOHN LEMAN, 50s, wears dusty construction clothing, enters
the restaurant.

Jimy wal ks up to him

JI MW
How are you, M. Leman? Do you want
t he usual, or prefer sonething
different this time?

JOHN
The usual pl ease.

LEON KAI NE, 20s, wal ks in, halts behind John

John pays the Take-Qut Order with a stack of cash that he
fishes out of his trousers pocket.

Leon turns around, steps out.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ TELEPHONE BOOTH - DAY

Leon halts by a payphone, peeks into the restaurant through
a | arge w ndow.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Jimmy lifts his eyes, spots Leon peeping inside.

JI MW
It m ght not be safe carrying so
much cash on your person, M.
Leman.

JOHN
Haven't got a chance to go to the
bank yet. Don’'t worry. It’s stil
dayl i ght.

| NT. " EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Yiyi and Jimy place food containers into a | arge box.

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
| smell trouble.

YI VI
(i n Mandarin Chi nese)
What’ s wrong, uncle?



JI MW
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
That young fellow |ingers by the
t el ephone booth outside, he’s up to
no good.

Yl Yi
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
How do you know?

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
| can tell by the way he | ooks at
M. Leman. He's interested in the
man’ s cash

Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
Shall we call cops?

JI MW
(in Mandari n Chi nese)
There is no crime yet. They won’t

do a thing unless an actual robbery
has been comm tted.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Ji nmmy hands a box of food to John.
JI MW
Here you go, sir. It’s rather
heavy. If you like, | can drive
you. .
JOHN
Don’t bother. My house is just down
t he bl ock.

He heads out with the food.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi watches John stagger down the enpty sidewal k.
Leon junps out, punches John in the face.

The food scatters on the ground.

Yiyi shouts.
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YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Uncle, hurry, call cops. M. Lenan
i s being nugged.
She runs to John, but a strong hand grabs her arm
PHI LI P
Stay here, Yiyi. It’s too
danger ous.
A BLACK CAR with tinted w ndows pulls over.
Leon snat ches John’s nobney, gets into the car.
The car speeds away.
John lies on the pavenent, nobans in pain.

Philip dashes to a red Porsche nearby. He junps in, tails
after the black car.

Ji mmy hastens over, places a white towel over John’s wound.

JOHN
He takes ny noney, and he stabs ne.

JI MW
| called the cops already. Don’t
worry, M. Leman. They will catch
hi m
The sound of sirens draws near.
YIYI" P.OV. - THE BLACK CAR

runs two red lights, alnost collides with another car at the
intersection. It nmakes a wide left turn.

The red Porsche speeds up, cuts in front of the black car.
Two cars crash into each other

BACK TO SCENE

Yiyi gapes at the accident site. Tears well up in her eyes.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Jinmmy chats with a reporter
The phone rings |ike crazy.

Joyce picks up the phone, glares at Jinmy, annoyed.
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I NT. JI MW S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Yiyi'’s eyes train on the TV screen. She watches Evening
News.

EXT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Canera lights flash.

CcLand faces a group of reporters.

LUCY CHEN, 30s, thrusts forward a m crophone.

LUCY
M. Zunik, is that true your son
hel ped catching two robbers this
af t ernoon?

OCLAND
Yes, it’s been confirnmed, and I'm
very proud of ny son.

LUCY
I s he seriously wounded in the
i nci dent ?

OCLAND

The hospital will rel ease a
statement concerning ny son’s
condi tion nmonmentarily. Thank you
all.

TWO ASSI STANTS part the crowd, escort CclLand inside the
hospi t al

LUCY
(turns to the canera)
Philip Zunik, the son of Bergen
County Prosecutor, CclLand Zunik, is
held as a hero this afternoon for
his bravery act...

I NT. JI MW’ S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Philip's picture displays on the TV screen.
Yiyi gapes at the picture.
Yl Yl
Philip... Philip... | renenber now.

M. Maxwel |’ s Barbecue Party, yes,
he was there..
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| NT. HOSPI TAL/ PRI VATE WARD - NI GHT

Philip lies on a bed, with his eyes shut. H's right arm
casts in plaster.

CcLand stares at Philip' s face.

OCLAND
Wiy do you have to be a hero,
foolish boy? Is that because of
her, Yiyi?

PHI LI P
(opens his eyes)
It’s the right thing to do, father.

OCLAND
You coul d | ose your life!

Philip struggles to sit up.
CcLand pl aces a pill ow behind his back.

PHI LI P
Vivian |l ost hers to save m ne. Wy
should ny life worth nore than
ot hers?

OCLAND
You are ny son, ny bl ood.
Everything | possess belongs to
you.

PH LI P
But |I’m not happy. Momwasn’t happy
ei ther. Does our happi ness nean
nothing to you?

OCLAND
Happi ness is what you build with
your own hands. |’ mnot |ucky as
you. My father didn't give ne the
riches. | earn it nyself, ny way.
PHI LI P

A part of that fortune cones from
my nom s inheritance..

OCLAND
It’s fair to say | expand her
weal th. What does her famly have,
real ly, other than noney? Wt hout
my reputation, talent, and people

( MORE)
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~ OCLAND (cont’d)
connections, that father of hers
coul d never becone a State Senator.

Philip glares at CcLand. His eyes turn watery.

PH LI P
Per haps, that’s the root of her
m sery. She preferred an
af fecti onate husband who woul d
spend tinme with her, shower her
with attention. Wiy do you think
she turned to al cohol for confort?
She was | onely and unhappy. She
needed | ove!

OCLAND
That weakness cost your nother her
life.

PH LI P

Li ke al ways, you never admt your
own m st ake.

The door opens. Christy stunbles in, intoxicated.
CHRI STY
Philip, ny hero, you are fanous
now. Let aunt take a good | ook at
you. .
She staggers to the bed, cups Philip’'s face.
CHRI STY
Wio did this to your handsone face?
Did you?
She hi sses at CclLand.

OCLAND
Go hone. You' re drunk.

He grabs her arm hauls her off the bed.

CHRI STY
|’ mperfectly fine, just had a tiny
bottle of gin. | could hold nuch

nore. ..



81.

| NT. HALLWAY
OcLand pins Christy to the wall.

CHRI STY
Let go of ne! I'mhere to see
Philip, not you.

OCLAND
Enough i s enough, Chris. There are
reporters roam ng about the place.
Don’t make a scene.

CHRI STY
Reporters, why should | care? Did I
kill soneone?

OCLAND

(whi spers into her ear)
Be careful of what you say. Even
t hough you are ny sister, | won't
forgi ve anyone who steps on ny
toes. Get 1t?

Terror glistens in Christy’s eyes as she beholds OclLand’ s
cruel face.

| NT. HOSPI TAL/ PRI VATE WARD - NI GHAT

CcLand caresses Philip' s head.

OCLAND
Your aunt is a bit under the
weather. 1’1l put her to bed, and
conme back |ater.

PHI LI P
Don’t bother. I’mnot seriously

hurt. Besi des, you have Cindy to
t ake care of.

OCLAND

Alright, 1"Il come back tonorrow
t hen.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ GUEST ROOM - N GHT

CcLand places a glass of water on the nightstand. H s hand
reaches for the light swtch.
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CHRI STY
(sits up)
Don't shut the |ight.

OCLAND
Si nce when you are afraid of
dar kness?

CHRI STY
(Eyes train on CcLand s face)
The day | found out ny husband was

nmur der ed.

OCLAND
Drink the honey water. You are
still quite drunk.

CHRI STY

Howard, he knew his life was in
danger. It’s because of the Stone
Case. ..

OCLAND
(sneers)
Poor Christy, you d rather believe
the words of an estranged husband
t han your own ki n? Love has indeed
bl i nded your senses.

CHRI STY
My greed costs the life of a man |
| ove, and yours turns you into a
nonst er.

OCLAND
Monster? No Christy, if I’"ma true
nmonster, you wouldn’'t have a chance
to speak those disrespectful words
to ne. The fact is we are the sane.
To us, | ove neans possession.

CHRI STY
No, he’s ny world. |I’'d do anything
for him

OCLAND

I s that why you of fered hi m noney
and a position in the firnf

CHRI STY
What’s wong with that? He woul d
soon becone ny husband.
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OCLAND
You provided himfinancial support
when his father was suffering from
apopl exy, in dire need of expensive
medi cal treatnent. Back then, you
knew he was engaged to another. You
knew he did not |ove you..

CHRI STY
(hol ds her head up high)
He left her and married nme. He had
pl edged his faithfulness to ne ever
si nce.

OCLAND
You kept his body only, not his
heart. No wonder, after 10 years of
marriage you are still childless.

CHRI STY
You are wong! He, he was
overwhel ned with work, he suffered
sone health issues...

OCLAND
Do you know t hat woman gave birth
to his daughter? She’s ten years
ol d now. ..

CHRI STY
Ten... it can’t be. She didn't say
a word back then.

OCLAND
That’'s why you couldn’t hold on to
him H's heart and soul were given
to anot her.

CHRI STY
It doesn’t make any sense. Wy did
she hide the fact that she's
carrying his child? If he knew
about the baby, our weddi ng m ght
not have happened.

OCLAND
Per haps she couldn’t give himthe
thi ngs he desired the nost at the
time.

CHRI STY
What do you nean?



84.

OCLAND
He needed noney to cure his
father’s ill ness, needed a good job

to payback the school |oans and
support his famly. He needed
security, a bright future. That
woman coul d give himnone of these.

CHRI STY
So she goes into hiding and rai ses
his child by herself..

OCLAND
Per haps, that’s how she chose to
honor her | ove. People Iike us
m ght never understand.

He turns to | eave.
Christy grasps his arm

CHRI STY
Why did you kill ny husband? Don’t
say it’s for ny sake.

OCLAND
| didn"t. It was an unfortunate
acci dent. He happened to be at the
wrong place, and the wong tine...

CHRI STY
WIIl you get rid of me too, if |
stand in your way?

CcLand | oosens her grip.

OCLAND
It’s late. You should rest. Do ne a
favor. Don’'t think too nuch.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
The nonitor near Vivian's bed nakes a steady beepi ng sound.
CcLand gazes at Vivian' s face.

OCLAND
Why Howar d? You took a job as ny
personal assistant, noved into ny
house, | ooked after ny children,
and spied on ne, all because of
him a man who had once betrayed
you. .
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BEG N FLASHBACK:

| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - DAY

HOMRD LU, 33, tosses the STONE FI LE onto OcLand' s desk. He
hol ds up a M ni - USB

HOWARD
He admts in his own words that he
did it. He forced hinself upon the

girl.

OCLAND
So what? The Firmis positionis to
best serve and protect our client’s
interests. Not guilty is the only
verdi ct we seek.

HOWARD
The victimis only
thirteen-years-old. He destroys her
life, yet displays not even an
ounce of renorse.

OCLAND
Let ne rem nd you, his father is
one of the richest nen in this
country. He's willing to pay a high
price for his son’s freedom

HOWARD
Money doesn’t give a man the right
to tranple the dignity of the poor
and power| ess.

OCLAND
That’ s the world you dream of, but
this is the reality. | suggest you
take a break. | shall handle the

case from now on

HOWARD
That’s all you are good at --
covering up the dirt.

OCLAND
You should put that heart of yours
on ny sister nore often. It’s been
ten years. You two are stil
chi | dl ess.
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HOWARD
It was a m stake fromthe
begi nni ng.

He takes out a resignation letter, drops it on CcLand s
desk, and marches out of the room
| NT. Al RPLANE - DAY
Howard | ooks at Yiyi's picture.
M. Scarecrow sits next to him glinpses at the picture.
MR.  SCARECROW
What a pretty little girl! Your
daught er ?
HOWARD
(smles)
Yes. ..

EXT. ROYAL PARK (BEIJING - DAY

At the bank of a |otus pond, Howard beholds Vivian with
teary eyes.

HOWARD
Forgive nme, | didn't know. | should
have | ooked for you sooner. |’ m not

too late, am|?
Vi vian caresses his face.

VI VI AN
| thought this day woul d never
cone.

HOWARD
Ten years, you are always on ny
mnd. I don’t want to live in
regret anynore. |I’magetting a
divorce, Vivian. Wait for ne. |
shall return to you as a free man.

VI VI AN
Wul d you like to neet Yiyi? She's
curious about her dad.

HOWARD
| can’t face her just yet. A
terrible father I am..
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VI VI AN
It’s not your fault. | didn't tel
you about her.

HOWARD
Somet hi ng inportant | nust do
first. I have nade too many

m stakes in ny life. For Yiyi, |
want to be a father she can be
proud of.
He kisses Vivian on the |ips.
M. Scarecrow hides behind a tree, takes pictures of the
t wo.
| NT. WHI TE PAGODA TEMPLE/ PRAYI NG HALL - DAY

Vivian bows to the Gol den Buddha St at ue.

Howard gl inpses at her.

HOWARD
What are you praying for?
VI VI AN
| wish this happiness will |ast.
|’ mnot dreaming, aml?
HOWARD
Trust nme once nore, Vivian. | shal

come back for you, no matter what.

EXT. VWH TE PAGODA TEMPLE/ STRAW HAT VENDOR BOOTH - DAY
Howard pl aces a blue straw hat over Vivian s head.

HOMRD
You | ook beauti ful.

He ki sses Vivian's cheek.

Vi vi an bl ushes.

A MONK passes by. He pauses, glances at the two of them as
they stroll away.

MONK
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
|’ m afraid hardship and sorrow
shal |l soon befall that woman...
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| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER ( NEW JERSEY) - DAY
M. Scarecrow hands a stack of pictures to OclLand.

MR SCARECROW
This young wonman in the photo is
Vivian Wang, Howard' s first |ove.

CcLand browses through the pictures. His eyes train on a
phot o of Yiyi.

MR, SCARECROW
She’ s Howard’'s daughter, Yiyi.

OCLAND
So this is the reason he's getting
a divorce.

MR. SCARECROW
What do you want ne to do, sir?

OCLAND
A traitor deserves no nercy...

He tosses the pictures into a desk drawer.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
CcLand takes Vivian's hand.

OCLAND
What did Howard give you so
precious that you'd sacrifice your
happi ness, your future, even your
life...

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Yiyi glances at a clock on the wall.

YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| wish you d cone back. | didn’t
get the chance to tell you that |
do renenber you, Philip...
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EXT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY - DAY

Philip steps out of a car wwth his right armin a plaster
cast .

Christy greets himwith a warm enbrace.

CHRI STY
Wel come hone, ny dear boy!

OCLAND
Your aunt is nmoving in with us.

Christy glares at CclLand.

CHRI STY
| only agree to stay here unti
Philip fully recovers.

PHI LI P
C ndy and | woul d be happy to have
you around, honest.

CHRI STY
(caresses Philip s face)
That's an offer | can't refuse.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ GUEST ROOM - DAY

Christy holds a half-filled w negl ass, gazes out of the
W ndow.

PHI LI P
Are you alright?

CHRI STY
(wi pes away a fallen tear)
Don't tell your father. Wne hel ps
me relax. | won’t drink nore than I
shoul d, prom se.

PHI LI P
Do you |l ove himthat nuch, your
husband? You’ ve changed a | ot since
hi s passi ng.

CHRI STY
Sonmeday, when you fall in |ove, you
wi |l understand that feeling -- the

person you may never have is the
one your heart forever longs for..
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Yiyi watches an afternoon GAME SHOWNon a flat screen TV.
A SPECI AL NEW5S REPCRT intercepts the Program

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GATE - DAY
In front of an elenentary school, Lucy Chen reports.

LUCY
Around 1:30 this afternoon, a
Newar k Resi dent, Robert Hardi ng,
guns down his estranged w fe, and
ki dnaps their two children outside
of this elenentary school ..

| NSERT - THREE PI CTURES

PICTURE# 1 - "A HEADSHOT OF ROBERT HARDI NG' with
shoul der-length curly hair. A scar situates on his right
si de cheekbone.

PICTURE# 2 - "A HEADSHOT OF ROSE HARDING', girl, 11, wth
long curly hair down to her waist.

PI CTURE# 3 - "A HEADSHOT OF SI MON HARDI NG', boy, 9, with
short curly hair.

BACK TO SCENE
Lucy faces the canera.

LUCY
Robert Harding is believed to be
arnmed and dangerous. |If anyone
spots the suspect, do not approach
him contact the |ocal police
i medi ately. ..

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Yiyi takes a good | ook at the pictures.

YI VI
(in Mandarin Chi nese)
Why does he do those cruel things
to his own famly?
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY (LATER)

ROBERT HARDI NG 40s, wears a baseball cap and | arge
sungl asses, enters the restaurant.

He circles 3 conbo dinners on a Take-CQut nenu.

Yiyi wites down the orders, while peeps at Robert’s scarred
face.

Y1 Yl
The food will be ready in 15
m nutes, Sir.

She heads for the kitchen.
Robert takes a corner seat near the entrance way. He browses
at the traffic outside.
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN - DAY
Joyce makes House Special Duck Sauce.
THREE CHEFS prepare soups for the dinner opening.
Yiyi approaches Joyce.
YI VI
(i n Mandari n Chi nese)
Aunty, that man out there...
JOYCE
(i n Mandarin Chinese)

" mquite busy right now Can you
t ake care of hinf

Y1 Yl
(i n Mandarin Chinese)
That’s not it. | saw himon TV...
JOYCE

(in Mandarin Chi nese)
| don’t care whether or not he's a
celebrity. I have no tinme for this.
Your uncle is out delivering, and
" m swanped wth work. You go
ahead, nmake yourself useful.

Yiyi nmeanders to Chef Zhang, hands himthe order.



| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
The front door opens.
Jason springs inside.

Robert | owers his baseball cap.

JASON
(shouts and heads for the
kit chen)
Yiyi, give nme an order of egg
rolls.

| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT/ KI TCHEN -
Yiyi pulls Jason to the side.

Yl Yl
(whi spers)
That man out there, | saw himon TV
this afternoon.

JASON
s he a celebrity or sonething?
YI VI
Lower your voice. | think he m ght

be the guy who kills his wife and
ki dnaps his children.

JASON
Are you serious? Are you sure?

YI VI
Not hundred percent, but he | ooks
suspi ci ous, al so he has a scar on
hi s cheekbone, simlar to what the
suspect has.

JASON
That doesn’t prove anything. A scar
hardly makes one a killer. W need
somet hi ng concrete. Ot herw se, the
cops won't take us seriously.

YI VI
Let’s follow himthen. He just
ordered 3 conbo dinners. If he is
t he suspect, he will lead us to the
m ssing chil dren.

DAY

92.
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JASON
| feel |ike a detective.

YI VI
Where is your bike?

JASON
| chain it to atree in front of
the restaurant.

Y1 YI
G eat, his Take-Qut Oder will be
ready soon. You wait for ne
out si de.

JASON
What about ny egg rolls?

YI VI
You will have them M treat.

JASON
Cool, that’s a deal
| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
Yiyi hands the Take-Qut Order to Robert.

Robert grabs the food bag, hastens out of the door.

EXT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY

Yiyi wears the blue straw hat, junps onto the backseat of
Jason’s bicycle.

YI YI
Let’s follow him

JASON
Hol d on tight.
I NT. ROBERT' S CAR - DAY - TRAVELI NG

Robert drives through two traffic lights, turns left,
conti nues down the road.

He enters an one-way street next to a cenetery, follows a
qui et path to a secluded alley.
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EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - DAY

Brushwood envel ops an ol d wooden house -- THREE STORY
COLONI AL STYLE BUI LDI NG,

Al'l the glass windows are shattered. The first floor w ndows
are bl ocked with strips of wooden panels.

A mound of dirt, filled with broken tonbstones and w t hered
flowers, litters the backyard.

Robert’s car stops right in front of the house.
Robert gets out, scans about, then enters the house.

Jason hides his bike behind a bush. He and Yiyi nmake their
way to the back of the house. They peep inside.

| NT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - DAY
No electricity runs inside the house.
Two [ ong candles sit on a square table.

Robert unties the hands of Rose and Sinon. He places food
containers in front of them

ROBERT
Eat. It’s your favorite Chinese
f ood.

The kids cuddl e together, trenble in fear.

ROBERT
|’ myour father. |I’mnot gonna hurt
you.

Rose and Sinon | ook at each other, grab the chopsticks, and
dig in.

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - DAY
Yiyi pulls Jason away fromthe w ndow.

Yl Yl
(whi spers)
My hunch is right. That man is
Robert Hardi ng. Those are the kids
he ki dnapped.



JASON
Let’s go, and report this to the
police.

YI VI
You know the area well. You'll go

faster without nme as a burden. |
shal|l stay here, keep an eye on
them in case sonething happens.

JASON
It’s too dangerous. That guy is a
killer..

YI VI

VWhat if he harns the children? Wat
if he | eaves before the cops
arrive? Let’s not argue and waste
nore tine.

Jason dithers for a second, runs off.

Yiyi hurries back to the wi ndow, peeps inside.

| NT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - DAY
Robert drinks a bottle of gin. He pets Sinon’s head.
Simon flinches, dodges his hand.

ROBERT
" myour father, not a nonster.

SI MON
Way did you hurt nonf

ROBERT
She’s m ne, dead or alive. Foolish
wonman, she can never run away from
me. | always have her on a | eash.

He smashes the bottle on the table.
Gn spills onto the fl oor

ROSE
Pl ease father, don't hurt us. W
prom se to be good.

ROBERT
Hurt you? You ungrateful rascals, |
feed you, clothe you, this is what
you think of ne?

95.
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He Iifts the table, tosses it to the side.
Rose and Si non cuddl e toget her

Burning candles roll alongside of a bottle of gin. In a
flash, the flane ignites the |iquor.

Fire races across the floor, clinbs up the surroundi ng
wal | s.

Rose and Sinon screamin horror
ROBERT
(steps on the fl ane)
See what you make ne do? o
upstairs, you little rascals. |1
deal with you | ater
Rose and Sinon stagger to the staircases.

From above, descends rays of natural |ight.

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - DAY

Yiyi backs away fromthe house.

An ol d FI RE ESCAPE hangs fromthe attic to the 2nd fl oor.
Yiyi |eaps up, reaches for the bottom portion of the | adder.

Wth an easy pull, the | adder cones down.

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE/ ROOFTOP - DAY
Yiyi scranbles to the broken attic w ndow.

ROSE
Soneone hel p us!

YI VI
(shouts)
Over here... Come to the w ndow
Two bl ackened heads pop up.
Yiyi pulls Sinobn and Rose out of the w ndow.

Y! VI
This way, follow ne.

They reach the edge of the roof through a shroud of snoke.
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Si non and Rose stare at the shady | adder, hesitate.
SI MON
| don’t think it’s strong enough to
hol d our wei ght.

Y1 YI
Go one at atine. It will hold.

Yiyi and Rose clutch to the top portion of the |adder.
Si non eases down.

Yl Yl
Now, you go next.

Rose foll ows Sinon down the | adder.

The heat gets intense. Tongues of fire |eap out of the
broken wi ndows. Flame burns through the roof.

The | adder becones unstabl e, makes strange noi ses.

A couple of bolts that secure the top portion of the |adder
come | oose.

Y! YI
Wat ch out!
EXT. MADI SON STREET - DAY

Rose and Sinon leap to safety as the | adder crashes to the
gr ound.

In the di stance, the sound of sirens draws near.

Si nron and Rose run to the sound, scream for help.

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE/ ROOFTOP - DAY
Heavy snoke stings Yiyi’s eyes. She coughs.

Yl YI
Mom help nme, nom
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| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY
Vivian' s I ndex Finger twitches.
The nonitor nearby makes | oud noi ses.

Vivian’s heart rate accel erates...

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE/ ROOFTOP - DAY

Yiyi paces along the edge of the roof.

YI VI
What shall 1 do, nonf
VIVIAN (O S.)
Junp, Yiyi.
YI VI
It’s too high... I"mafraid..

VIVIAN (O S.)
Everything will be alright. Trust
ne. ..

Yiyi holds on to the Blue Straw Hat, |eaps fromthe rooftop.

EXT. MADI SON STREET/ SI DEWALK - DAY ( DUSK)
A SVALL CROAD gat hers about Yivyi.
An oxygen mask places over Yiyi’'s face.
YI VI
(cones to)
Mom . .

FI REFI GHTER
Can you hear ne? Are you alright?

Yiyi nods, sits up. She presses her hand over her head.

Y1 Yl
Hat, where is ny hat?

A POLI CE OFFI CER, 30s, steps forward with a blue straw hat
i n one hand.

OFFI CER
s this what you are | ooking for?

Yiyi exam nes the hat, beans.
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| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY ( DUSK)

The nonitor next to Vivian's bed nakes a steady beeping
sound. All her vital signs return to nornal

EXT. OLD WOODEN HOUSE - NI GHT

The house crunbles, turns into a pile of snoldering ruin.
In front of the ruin, Iies Robert’s body, covered under a
whi te sheet.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Philip gapes at TV screen as Yiyi's face appears on the
news.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ HOVE OFFI CE - NI GHT

Philip bursts into the room

CcLand hangs up the phone in a hurry, |ooks at Philip.

OCLAND
What’'s the matter, son?
PHI LI P
Can | borrow your car?
OCLAND
You shouldn’t go out this late.
PH LI P
Did you see the news?
OCLAND
| f you worry about Yiyi, she's
okay.
PHI LI P

She was al nost kil l ed.

OCLAND
That kid has sone strange | uck.
Stay away from her m ght be a good
i dea.

PHI LI P
How can you say that? She’s
Vivian’ s daughter.
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OCLAND
Your safety is nmy main concern. Do
me a favor, son. Don't see her
agai n.

EXT. CATY HALL - DAY

HELEN LI BERVAN, 60s, gives a speech to a crowd of LOCAL
POLI TI CI ANS, REPORTERS and TOMN FOLKS

Yiyi stands next to her.

HELEN
A week ago, | lost ny daughter to a
violent man, and al nost | ost two
grandchildren if not for the
bravery of this little girl, Yiyi.

She pl aces her hands on Yiyi’'s shoul ders.

HELEN

(conti nui ng)
She risks her life to save Sinon
and Rose. Wthin this ten-year-old
child, | see the enbodi ment of a
true hero. It takes nore than
si npl e ki ndness to achi eve what she
had done.

She draws Yiyi into her arns, hugs her.

HELEN
(conti nui ng)
Thank you, child, for your fearless
conpassi on and i nconpar abl e
courage. Thank you with all ny
heart.

The crowd appl auds. Canera |ights flash.

| NT. OCLAND S LAW OFFI CE/ PRI VATE CHAMBER - DAY

OcLand strolls to his desk, picks up a newspaper.

| NSERT - NEWSPAPER HEADLI NE

" AN EDUCATION FUND IS SET UP FOR A TEN YEAR- OLD HERCO'
enbl azoned above a photo of COcLand presenting a $20, 000
check to Yiyi.

BACK TO SCENE
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CcLand rolls up the newspaper, tosses it into a waste basket
near by.

I NT. "BMW SHOARCOM - DAY
CcLand gestures at a SUV

OCLAND
How about this one as your college
go away present?

Philip glances at the SUV, displays no interest.

OCLAND
| " msorry that Porsche of yours is
beyond repair. This tinme | choose
safety over style.

PHI LI P
l"monly sixteen. Al ny friends
are still in high school.

OCLAND

You pass the entrance exam nations,
and they accept you as a freshnman.

| don’t see the need to delay the

enrol | ment.

PHI LI P
Just pick the one you like. | can
care |ess.

He wal ks away.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ Cl NDY’ S BEDROOM - DAY

Christy sits on G ndy s bed, browses through a photo al bum
Her eyes fix on a picture.

CHRI STY
Who is this woman?
Cl NDY
Vivian, she’s our governess.
CHRI STY
Vi vi an. .
Cl NDY

She’ s Chinese, very pretty. She can
cook delicious food, and she taught
me Mandarin. | |ike her a |ot.
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CHRI STY
VWhere i s she now?

Cl NDY
She’ s taking a vacation, but she’s
been gone for several nonths. |
really mss her..

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ BAR - NI GHT
Christy pours herself a glass of gin.
CcLand marches over, snatches the glass from her grasp.

OCLAND
How | ong are you going to do this
to yoursel f?

CHRI STY
Ha, ny scary brother, this is ny
first glass, honest.

OCLAND
Quiet, the kids m ght hear you.

CHRI STY
Don't worry. They are all sl eeping.

She takes another glass, fills it to the brim and drinks it
i n one-shot.

CHRI STY
Tell me the truth, brother. D d you
have that woman kil l ed?

OCLAND

What are you tal ki ng about ?
CHRI STY

Vi vi an Wang. .

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ HALLWAY - NI GHT

Philip pauses at the sound of Christy’s voice. He presses
hi s body against the wall, listens...
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| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ BAR - NI GHT
Christy fills the glass with gin.
CcLand takes it from her.

OCLAND
You are quite drunk. Go to bed.

CHRI STY
| wish I’mdrunk, so that | can
erase her inmage fromny mnd. C ndy
showed ne her picture this norning.
| recogni zed her face right away.

OCLAND
She’s a caretaker | hired for the
kids, that's all.

CHRI STY
Tell me the truth, brother. Did you
stage the accident to get rid of
her, Iike you did to Howard?

OCLAND
It sounds you are not only drunk,
but quite mad as wel|.
He drags her away fromthe bar.
Christy kicks his |eg.

OCLAND
Stop it, wll you?

CHRI STY
Let go of nme. You may fool everyone
el se, but not nme. W are both
nonst ers, renenber?
CcLand tosses Christy to the floor.

Christy’s head hits the chair. She lies on the ground,
passes out.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ HALLWAY - NI GHT

Horror stirs in Philip s eyes as he watches CclLand carries
Chri sty away. ..
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| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ GUEST ROOM - NI GHT
CcLand places Christy on the bed, tucks her in.

OCLAND
| hope in the norning, you wll
renenber none of these.

INT. PHILIP S CAR - NI GHT - TRAVELI NG

Philip turns off the headlights, tails after OcLand s car...

EXT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA - N GHT

Philip watches CcLand step inside the house.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

CcLand settles into a chair that faces the doorway. He gazes
at Vivian's peaceful men.

OCLAND
You' re getting better everyday. |
shoul d be glad, but I'’malso
worried... What shall | do if you
i ndeed cone to?

The door opens.
Philip steps inside.

OCLAND
Philip. ..

PH LI P
(wal ks to the bed)
Tell nme this is not a dream
f at her.

OCLAND
(springs to his feet)
How do you find this place? You
follow ne...

PHI LI P
Vivian, didn't you tell us that
she’s dead? Why do you lie to us?
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OCLAND
You shoul d not have cone here.

PH LI P
(lifts his eyes)
Are you going to elimnate ne too?

OCLAND
You get it all wong, son. As you
see, she’s in a vegetable state.
l’mtrying to save her life.

PH LI P
Save her?

OCLAND
We won’t know for sure when or if
she wi Il wake up, few nonths,
several years, or perhaps nuch
longer. | don’t want ny kids to go
t hrough the pain of |osing her the
second ti ne.

PH LI P
Can | trust you, father?
OCLAND
[f | want to harm her, | wouldn't

keep her here, and provide her with
t he best treatnent avail abl e.

PHI LI P
Forgive ne. | shouldn’t have
doubt ed you.

OCLAND
Just renenber, son, everything | do
is for G ndy and you.

PHI LI P
Can | visit her often? It m ght
hel p speed up her recovery.

OCLAND
What about coll ege. ..
PHI LI P
| wll manage ny tine. It won't

hi nder ny study. | prom se.

CcLand frowns, renmmins silent.
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PHI LI P
(conti nui ng)
| know how it feels, grow ng up
wi thout a nother. | don’t want that
child to experience the sane agony
| have been through, please
fat her. .

OCLAND
So it’s for Yiyi.

PHI LI P
|"mfond of Vivian. She's a dear
friend, kind and warm |f anything
bad happens to her or her daughter,
"1l never forgive nyself.

OCLAND
You talk like an adult now. Mich
you have grown, too fast |I'm
afrai d.

He strokes Philip’ s head.

OCLAND

(conti nui ng)
Alright, as long as it doesn’t
encunber your study. Another thing,
presently, keep her condition
between the two of us. Don't
mention a word to G ndy or your
aunt, and don’t tell Yiyi about her
not her either.

PHI LI P
Wiy not? If her daughter visits her
often, she mght...

OCLAND
[t’s not the time. Trust ne.
| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI PP S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Philip opens the top drawer of a nightstand, takes out a
j ewel ry box.
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| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ VI VI AN S BEDROOM - NI GHT - ( FLASHBACK)
Philip hands Vivian a jewelry box.
I nside contains a crystal neckl ace.

VI VI AN
Phi I i p!

PHI LI P
G ve this to your daughter. Her
birthday is com ng up.

VI VI AN
How do you..

PHI LI P
| found out by accident. | didn't
mean to intrude on your privacy. If
you wi sh, I won’'t nention a word

about your daughter to anyone, not
even ny father or G ndy.

VI VI AN
It’s very thoughtful of you,
Philip. Thank you. Let it be our
secret for now

PH LI P
| hope she’ll like it.
VI VI AN
(hugs Philip)
|’msure she will love it.

| NT. OCLAND S HOUSE/ PHI LI P S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Philip looks at the jewelry box. H s eyes get msty.
PHI LI P
| kept mne. Wiy didn’'t you keep
your prom se?
He opens the jewelry box.

The neckl ace hol der pops. Besides the necklace, a M N - USB
FLASH DI SK al so lies on the floor.

Philip picks it up, studies the item.
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| NT. "EASTERN PEARL GARDEN' RESTAURANT - DAY
A MAI LMAN hands Yiyi a package.

Yiyi opens the package, finds a jewelry box that contains a
crystal necklace, also Vivian s notebook.

YI VI
(face lights up)
Mom ..

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY
Philip kisses Vivian on the cheek.

PHI LI P
Yiyi is a special girl, smart and
courageous. |'Il do everything in
my power to protect her. | prom se.

EXT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA - DAY

Philip hands Lorien a book of newspaper clips and nagazi ne
articles that concern Yiyi’'s heroic deed.

PHI LI P
Can you read the articles to her
once a day? Any change in her
condition, let ne know at once.

LORI EN
Don't worry, Philip. 1'Il take good
care of her.
EXT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ DRI VEWAY - DAY

Philip's SUV pulls out of the driveway.

| NT. CLOUD DREAM VI LLA/ MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

A ray of sunlight casts upon Vivian’s face. Atear rolls
down her cheek.

Vi vi an opens her eyes...

FADE QOUT.
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THE END



