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FADE | N:
EXT. MAIN STREET BCAT DOCK - DAY
SUPER: DAVENPCRT, | A, 10-14-1865

A SVMALL CROND OF PECPLE gathers in this downtown space on the
banks of the M ssissippi River as an auction waps up on this
Sat ur day nor ni ng.

Across fromthe custoners, THE AUCTI ONEER (a man in his 40s)
addresses t hem

AUCTI ONEER
W thank you kindly for attending
this sale of the inventory of the
Hart man Li ne.

Cheers ring out fromthe buyers.

In the back of the crowd, ALPHONSE W LLIAM"A W" SM TH (40,
conni ving, White) eyeballs ANG E FULLER (30, self-reliant,
Bl ack) and best buddy JOSEPHI NE HUNT (44, studious, Bl ack).

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
And now...for our final itemup for
bi ds. ..

The auctioneer points to a 152-foot-1ong, three-deck eyesore
of a steanboat...a grounded vessel.

The boat's paddl ewheel needs two or three new boards.

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Gentl enmen...and | adi es...feast your
eyes upon the "Aura Lea."

Most of the custoners gasp

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
This was once the pride of the
Hart man Li ne.

AW flashes a negawatt smle.

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
But three years ago today, this
steanshi p was ranmed by a schooner
traveling in the sanme direction
Right here in this spot.

Josephi ne and Angi e nod at each other.



AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Al it needs is a hull repair.

ANG E
Vwell, I'll be a...

AUCT| ONEER
But in the right set of hands, this
passenger ship can rule the waves
once again.
A.W adds a strong nod to his smle.
In the mddle of the crowd, custoners JULIUS HULL (30,

oafi sh) and HUBERT CONKLI N (35, aggressive) gaze at the boat,
then at each ot her

JULI US
Hubert...l don't know.

HUBERT
Yeah. Maybe she can rul e a puddle.

Those around the two skeptical custoners |augh.

AUCT| ONEER
The "Aura Lea" is open for bids.

Buyers perk up

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Who' Il take a thousand?

Angi e rai ses her hand...and AW bristles.

A W
You cain't bid on that!

ANG E
Oh, yeah? Watch ne!

JOSEPHI NE
(points to A W)
Yeah! Watch her!

AUCTI ONEER
Who' Il take a thousand fifty?

AW throws his hand up

Angie follows suit.



AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Who' Il take el even hundred?

Angi e and AW raise their hands again...and the forner gains
i ncredul ous | ooks from observing custoners.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
The group's now half its earlier size.
Angie, A W, and Josephine now stand out front.
AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Now. .. who' || take fifteen hundred
for the "Aura Lea?"
AW throws his hand upward.

Angi e does, too.

AW
Lady, you ain't gonna w n!

ANG E
| got fifteen hundred dollars that
say |'m gonna w n.

A. W catches Josephine's enphatic nod.

AUCTI ONEER
Who's got fifteen fifty?

Angi e' s hand shoots up.
As he watches Angie, A W |ooks nortified.

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Anyone el se?

Nobody el se responds.
AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Goi ng once...going tw ce...going
three tinmes..
Josephi ne and Angi e hug each other in joyful hope.

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Sold! To the...the...the...

The two wonen break their enbrace...Angie, arns raised in
triunph, jogs toward the auctioneer.



AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D)
Lady on the run!

Josephine's the only person in applause when the aucti oneer
and Angi e neet.

MAI N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON
Everybody el se stands i n opennout hed shock.

AUCTI ONEER ( CONT' D
Con...gratul ations...uh...m' am

ANG E
Thank you, sir!

Angi e extracts the noney from her purse and hands the dough
to the auctioneer.

AUCTI ONEER
(accepts the cash)
|...just...hope you know what
you' re doi ng.

ANG E
Just watch ne.

The auctioneer counts out the fifteen hundred fifty bucks.
AW grits his teeth.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Josephi ne wat ches Angi e unl ock the door to the steanship's
boil er room

JOSEPHI NE
First thing we should do, Angie, is
change the boat's nane.

ANG E
Huh?
(pushes door open)
Both sides durin' the war |iked

"Aura Lea."

JOSEPHI NE
That's true...but it's a mnstre
song, too.

Angi e shakes her head "yes."



JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
And you know you and | don't need
the rem nders mnstrel songs bring.

Bot h wonmen saunter into the:
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY
Angi e and Josephi ne exam ne the boat's three boilers.

JOSEPHI NE
I"msurprised to find a boiler room
on this ship.

ANG E
Yeah.

JOSEPHI NE
Most steanboats, the boilers are
out in the open.

Agrin fills Angie's face.

ANG E
Josephine...ne and you need to
check every roomon this shinp.
Every nook and cranny.

JOSEPHI NE
Don't worry. W will.

Josephi ne dredges a pencil and a few pieces of paper from her
purse. She |ooks for a suitable witing surface.

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
Everything we find, 1'"mgonna wite
it down.

Angi e wat ches her buddy scri bbl e away.

ANG E
Good. ..a pencil ?

JOSEPHI NE

| tried putting a pen in ny
purse...but the ink spilled.

Josephi ne's pal goes back to checking the boilers.

ANG E
At | east the boilers | ook good.



JOSEPHI NE
It's a wonder they survived the
schooner...aren't you gonna wite
anyt hi ng down?

ANG E
Ain't got to.

Angi e points to her own forehead.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Got nme a phot ographi c nmenory.

Josephine's nod is slow
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Angi e and Josephi ne oh-so-carefully exam ne the
paddl ewheel ...and the latter gives the fornmer a gluml ook.

ANG E
Josie...it"Il be all right. W'l
find a way.

JOSEPHI NE
Tell ne how.

ANG E
Remenber how we tore outa the
pl antati on when they announced t hat
Lincoln freed us...and the owner
didn't wanna | et us go?

Josephi ne's glum | ook becones a snile.
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
A.W and WOODROW SHI RES (50s, a textbook flunky) saunter

toward the boat dock. The two nen watch the two wonen exam ne
the "Aura Lea."

WWOODROW

A. W, that shoul da been your boat.
AW

I know, Wbodrow. | just didn't have

enough noney.

WOODROW
(pointing to A W)
You know them crows don't know
not hin' 'bout boatin'.



AW
I wouldn't say that.

Whodrow and A-W stop in their tracks.
A. W (CONT' D)
Before | wal ked away fromthe
auction, | heard themtwo talk

about how they spent the |last two
years servin' on a steanboat.

A.W catches Wodrow s i ncredul ous | ook.

A. W (CONT' D)
Food.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY
Josephi ne and Angi e case out the cargo area.

ANG E
At least it's plenty of space for
cargo and stuff.

When t he ol der wonman wal ks over a wooden pl ank that | oosens,
she backs off.

The younger woman shakes her head up and down.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER DECK - DAY
Angi e and Josephi ne reach the steaner's m ddl e deck

ANG E
If you don't wanna keep the "Aura
Lea" name on this boat, what woul d
you like to call it?

JOSEPHI NE
You first.

Angi e | ooks puzzled...for a few seconds.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" PASSENGER CABI N - DAY

The two ex-slaves test the bed in this nodestly-furni shed
room . .Josephine first, then Angie.

JOSEPHI NE
At | east the schooner crashing into
this boat didn't affect the beds.



ANG E
You bet cha.

Josephine gravitates to a small desk

JOSEPHI NE
Now. ..if another steanboat had run
into this one..

ANG E
(junps of f bed)
Don't even nmention it.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" GALLEY - DAY

Angi e and Josephine waste no tine in inspecting the stove.
Bot h wonmen eyebal | each other in satisfaction.

ANG E
No coal left in the stove.

JOSEPHI NE
As long as they didn't use it for
t he boilers when the ship went
down.

The twosone check the kitchen shelves...and find them cl ean
of itens.

ANG E
At least we ain't gotta worry 'bout
no three-year-old cans of beans.

Josephine grins with a nod.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
I'd hate to think 'bout the taste.

JOSEPHI NE
O the aftereffects.

The two buddi es break out in |aughter.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Now Josephi ne and Angie stroll into the | argest space on the
boat's boil er deck...one whose bar stands parallel to a wal
rather than in m droom

JOSEPHI NE
Truly hard to believe that nobody
on this ship died in the collision.



ANG E
But then the whol e crew of the
schooner di ed.

JOSEPHI NE
Good thing it wasn't a two-
st eanboat col lision

The two best buddies go to a w ndow api ece. Each wonan
fondl es a curtain.

ANG E
We gotta stop talkin' '"bout death

Josephi ne shakes her head "yes."

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Let's talk '"bout life.

JOSEPHI NE
You first.

Angi e and Josephi ne resune their stroll.

ANG E
kay...Josie, think of all the
lives we can fit into this space.

JOSEPHI NE
| agree, Angie.

ANG E
"Specially durin' eatin tinme.

The twosone reach the other end of the saloon. They notice a
pre-1860 upright piano whose fallboard sits cl osed.

Josephi ne opens the |lid to expose the keys.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
That's funny...all the pianners
I'"ve seen in the past were square.

JOSEPHI NE
True...these uprights are nore
popul ar in Europe.

Josephine tests a few keys...and finds a rather tinny sound.
JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)

But | understand Ford's Theater's
got one.



10.

Angie's nod is slow

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
That's what the famly that owned
us found out when they visited
Washi ngt on, DC

ANG E
God...rest...his...soul...

Josephi ne cl oses the piano's |id.
She and Angi e hug.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" HURRI CANE DECK - DAY
Josephi ne observes as Angi e unl ocks the door to the:
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - DAY
Bot h wonmen saunter inside.
Each woman puts a hand on the rudder...until:
JOSEPHI NE
Angie...you go first. Your life's

savings paid for this boat.

Angi e shrugs before she places both her hands on the rudder
and pretends to steer the ship.

ANG E
Actual ly...this boat took al nost
all nmy life's savin's.

JOSEPHI NE
Surely you jest.

ANG E
| got ne ten dollars left.

JOSEPHI NE
Vll...turn me into a pillar of
salt.

Angie lets go of the rudder and gestures Josephine into
handling it.

ANG E
Now...let's see what kinda pil ot
you are.
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JOSEPHI NE
My pl easure.

And Josephine pretends to steer the steanboat.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Now the two pals check out the hull...and find a gaping hole
init, adjacent to the paddl ewheel .

ANG E
It's gonna take a lot nore than a
hul I repair.

BANG BANG Gunshots fill the air.

Angi e and Josephine (both in a crouch) anble up the stairs as
t he gunshots CONTI NUE

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWNER - DAY
The forner slaves hurry inside this glass tower; Angie shuts
t he door, crouches on the floor, and gestures Josephine into
a crouch.
They gaze at each ot her.
ANG E

Don't they know it's Cctober

fourteenth, 1865...not Decenber

thirty-first, 1862?
BANG BANG More shooting.
INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" CAPTAIN S QUARTERS - DAY

Josephi ne and Angi e (both in nightgowns or pajanas) rise out
of the bed they share.

ANG E
Josie...it's Monday.

Josephi ne grabs a small cal endar from an adj acent table.

JOSEPHI NE
(with a nod)
That it is.
ANG E

I"'mready to do this.

Angi e hugs her buddy.
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ANG E ( CONT' D)
I"'mnore than ready to do this. How
"bout you?

JOSEPHI NE
(conpl etes the enbrace)
Angie...l"'mready, too.

The hug beconmes a handshake.
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
Angi e and Josephine (now in |ong dresses) saunter down Min.
The latter pulls her list(s) fromher purse.
JOSEPHI NE

Si nce you bought the boat

itself...the least | can do is pay

for the provisions.

ANG E
kay.

Josephi ne hands the docunent(s) to Angie, who studies it all.

JOSEPHI NE
You put your life's savings...well,
nost of it...into that steanboat.

Angi e shakes her head "yes."

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
Now it's my turn to follow suit.

ANG E
Vel | ...thank you Kkindly.

Now Angi e returns the paperwork to Josephi ne.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
| know...you got fourteen years on
me.

A FEW PECPLE stroll down the street. They stare at the duo.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
That neans you got nore of a life's
savin's than ne.

JOSEPHI NE
| just thought of sonething I
neglected to put on the list.
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Angie's nmouth flies open.

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
After what we went through the |ast

two days, we'll need this.
ANG E

W will?
JOSEPH NE

W will...we'll need firearns.

Angi e bl ows an inmagi nary bubble as A FEW MORE FCOLKS wal k by.

ANG E
So nmuch for nooks and crannies.

JOSEPHI NE
Angi e, we're gonna need to protect
t hose nooks and cranni es of ours.

Josephi ne's pal | ooks back at the other pedestrians.

ANG E
| just hope they didn't hear you
tal kin' 'bout no firearns.

JOSEPHI NE
As long as they don't know the man
who | ost out on that boat, we're
okay.

ANG E
Good poi nt .

The two ex-sl aves stroll on.
EXT. LUMBER YARD - DAY

Angi e and Josephine stroll into an area that brins with two-
by-fours. The twosonme cause EMPLOYEES to stare in shock.

One worker, SPURGEON LOOM S (30s, eager), runs toward the
conpany building...only to return to his own work when
conmpany owner M LTON RENW CK (30s, hot headed) strides out.

Ml ton sizes Josephi ne and Angi e up.

M LTON
VWhat cha two doin' here?

ANG E
W wanna be custoners.



M1 ton | ooks skepti cal.

JOSEPHI NE
You see, sir, Angie bought a
steanboat at the auction at the
Main Street dock the other day.

ANG E
And Josie's helpin" ne fix it up

M LTON
That piece of crap that got w ecked
t hree years ago?

ANG E
It's the "Aura Lea." But we're
gonna change its nane and put it
back out in the water.

Spurgeon catches a slight peek at the conversation.
JOSEPHI NE

And after we get it repaired, we'l
start booki ng passengers.

M LTON
Whaddya you two girls know about
boatin' ?

ANG E

We served on a steanboat the | ast
coupl a years.

The two pals watch MIton's angry gesture.

JOSEPHI NE
Food.

M LTON
You're in over your heads!

Ml ton bounds his way toward the buil di ng.

M LTON ( CONT' D)
You're wastin' your tinel

Angi e and Josephi ne | ook at each other...and shake their
heads si deways.

14.
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EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

In a slower wal k than before, Josephine and Angi e head toward
a small er building...whose front features an anpl e display of
fruits and veget abl es.

JOSEPHI NE
I'"ve read all kinds of books about
boating and travel...only because

our old nmaster collected 'em

ANG E
And you used sone of '"emto |earn
me how to read.

The ol der woman hol ds the front door for the younger one.

JOSEPHI NE
I f anybody's wasting tinme, it's the
guy at that |unber yard.

ANG E
(going into the store)
And he's turnin' his back on a
sal e, too.

I NT. GROCERY STORE SALESFLOOR - DAY

Angi e and Josephi ne saunter inside a decently-stocked
space. ..and draw nervous stares from A FEW CUSTOVERS.

WALLACE KELLY (51, quiet; native of Ireland) strolls over to
the two former slaves.

WALLACE
Top o' the norning...
(checki ng hi s watch)
| nean afternoon.

ANG E
Good afternoon to you, too, M.
Kel ly.

WALLACE
Now. ..what can | get the both o
you?

JOSEPHI NE

We want to buy provisions for our
new y- pur chased st eanboat.
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ANG E
The "Aura Lea." It's docked at the
Main Street dock.

Josephi ne hands a grocery list to Wall ace.

JOSEPHI NE
We' Il change the boat's nane as
soon as possible.

Wal | ace accepts the list...but slunps to the floor in shock!
I NT. " DAILY DAVENPORT DEMOCRAT" COFFI CE - DAY

Josephi ne and Angie attenpt to converse with the newspaper's
editor-publisher, EML KREUTZER (40s, smug).

EM L
(pointing to Josephi ne)
So...you' re Angie Fuller.

JOSEPHI NE
No...Il"'m Josephi ne Hunt.

ANG E
I"m Angi e Fuller.

EM L
So...you two bought a steanboat the
Sat urday after Col unbus Day.

ANG E
Actually...l was the one that had
t he noney for the boat.

JOSEPHI NE
And |'m paying for everything el se
t he boat needs.

Em | gravitates to a printing press.
EM L
You two realize that running a
ship's no job for a | ady.
Angi e and Josephine follow Em| to the printing press.

EM L ( CONT' D)
Especi ally one your col or.
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ANG E
M. Kreutzer...Josephine and
served on a steanboat for two
years. Two solid years.

EM L
Sure you did.

JOSEPHI NE
W did...food.

Em | exam nes type.

EM L
That's not the sanme as being a
pilot...let alone a captain.
ANG E

But once in a while, we'd watch the
captain and the pilot at work.

JOSEPHI NE
And Angie and | have read plenty of
books on boating and travel.

EM L
But that's not the same as actually
runni ng a steanship.

JOSEPHI NE
(pointing to Em )
W realize that! All we're trying
to do is pronpote our steanboat.

The two wonen watch Em | funble sone nore type

ANG E
M. Kreutzer...think what this'lI
mean...to the City of Davenport...

JOSEPHI NE
A maj or port along the M ssissippi
in a free state.

He scranbles to set the type back in place...then | ooks up at
t he twosone.

EM L
You know what ?

Angi e and Josephine catch Em|'s angry | ook.
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EM L ( CONT' D)
This is folly! Conplete,
unm st akabl e fol | y!

JOSEPHI NE
W don't think so.

The two forner food servers stormout of the office.
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
Josephine looks fit to be tied...Angie's face shows a smle.

ANG E
We got a new nane for our boat.

The two wonmen stroll on

ANG E ( CONT' D)
At | east we got somethin' fromthe
"Daily Davenport Denocrat" office.

JOSEPHI NE
An earful.

ANG E
Josie...don't you 'nenber readin’
"bout Robert Fulton?

JOSEPHI NE
How can | ever forget?

ANG E
They kept tellin" himhis
"Clernont" was a bad idea.

Josephine's is a sl ow nod.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Matter of fact, they nicknaned it
"Fulton's Folly."

JOSEPHI NE
And they were dead w ong.

ANG E
And we're goin' through the sane
ki nda you- knowwhat w th our boat.

SOVE PEDESTRI ANS wal k in the opposite direction from Angie
and Josephi ne.
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ANG E ( CONT' D)
Al'l the businessnmen we net...sayin'
it ain't right for us to do this.

JOSEPHI NE
Especially Em | Kreutzer.

ANG E
" Specially him

On the other side of the street, ANOTHER PEDESTRI AN gi ves the
two BFFs an angry gesture.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
And that's why we oughta change the
"Aura Lea's" nane to "Fuller's
Folly."

A smle creeps onto Josephine's face.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
| still wanna show ' em how dead
wrong they are.

JOSEPHI NE
Angi e...we both deserve to have the
[ ast | augh.
Josephi ne extends her hand to Angie.

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
Put 'er here.

And the two buddi es shake hands.
EXT. MAI N STREET BOAT DOCK - DAY
Wodrow and A.W case out the boat the latter | ost out on.
AW
There it is, Whodrow...in all its
spl endor .
Wodrow s grin becones a | augh.
A.W yanks a cigar fromhis shirt pocket.
WOODROW
If you're doin' what | think you're
"bout to do, don't do it.

A W
VHAT?
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WOCODROW
You still want this boat, don'tcha?

AW stares at his stogie...then the boat...then Wodrow.

WWOODROW ( CONT' D)
Then don't set that thing on fire.

AW
Uh. . . okay.

AW stuffs the cigar back into his shirt pocket.

WOCODROW
See, AW, here's the trick

Wodrow catches A.W's eager | ook.

WWOODROW ( CONT' D)
W gotta torture themtwo crows.

A. W shakes his head "yes."

WWOODROW ( CONT' D)
That way, they' |l wanna give up the
"Aura Lea."

Wbodrow takes out a pistol and fires a bullet...which hits
t he steanboat a few feet away fromthe hull's gaping hole.

AW
You wanna fire closer to the hol e?
Maybe nake the hol e bi gger?

The two nen snmle at each other
I NT. SCOTT COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOBBY - DAY

Angi e and Josephine stroll inside a pal ace-like space where A
CLERK (a man in his 40s) behind a counter waps up business
with A CUSTOVER (a man in his 20s).

The custoner departs; the two wonen rush to the
counter...only to receive the clerk's evil eye.

CLERK
Uh...can | help you?

ANG E
| bought a steanboat at the auction
at the Main Street dock |ast Satur--
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CLERK
Yeah...and Robert E. Lee didn't
surrender at Appomattox.

JOSEPHI NE
She actually did. I was there.
Angie pulls the bill of sale fromher purse and hands the
docurment to the clerk.
CLERK
(to Angie)

What in the world do you need with
a st eanboat ?

ANG E
Josephine and | wanna get into the
st eanmboat busi ness.

JOSEPHI NE
W want to book passengers...people
who share our |ove of travel

The cl erk chuckl es.

ANG E
What | wanna do is register the
boat...and then ne and Josi e wanna
apply for pilot's |icenses.

JOSEPHI NE
And that's the truth.

He hands the bill of sale back to Angie.

ANG E
(accepts paperwork)
Just in case one of us get sick,
t he other can take over.

CLERK
You sure you two know what you're
doi ng?

ANG E

Josephine and | spent the last two
years servin' on a steanboat.

JOSEPHI NE
Food.

CLERK
VWhat st eanboat was that?
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ANG E
The "Mosell e Two."

Josephi ne goes into her purse...and pulls out a diary.

JOSEPHI NE
Here...it's all in here.

She hands the clerk the diary.

CLERK
(skins through pages)
You...can...read...and wite?

JOSEPHI NE
You bet your life.

ANG E
Bot h of wus.

CLERK
And you're still alive to tel
about it?

ANG E
You bet your britches.

The cl erk snickers...Josephi ne busts out in |aughter.

CLERK
kay...you' ve both taken care of
t he m ni mum requi renent of seven-
hundr ed- and-twenty days of sea tine
on near-coastal waters.

Angi e and Josephine breathe relief.

CLERK ( CONT' D)
(wags finger at Josephine)
But don't you know we call a ship a
"she," not an "it?"

Josephi ne shakes her head "no."
JOSEPHI NE
Sir...if ashipisreally a "she,"
where's the uterus?

The clerk's mouth flies open as he hands the diary back to
Josephi ne.
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EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Angi e and Josephine wal k toward the hull...whose gaping hole
is now a | ot bigger than before.

JOSEPHI NE
Angie...at least they didn't try to
burn our boat--

The two pal s watch PENELOPE SUE " PENNY" PENNYPACKER (32,
cool, slick) crawl out of the boat through the hole.

ANG E
Wait a doggone m nute...how d you
get in here?

PENNY
It wasn't easy.

As Penny wipes dirt and sawdust from her dress, MR AM
SEARAGE (28, confrontational; tall) negotiates her way out of
t he vessel through the gapi ng hol e.

Josephi ne, Angie, and Penny try to help Mriamto her
feet...but she waves the threesone off.

M Rl AM
I"mfine.

M riam brushes sawdust and dirt from her own dress.

JOSEPHI NE
What were you two doing in our
boat ?

Penny and Mriam eyeball each other for a few seconds.

ANG E
Did y'all make this hole bigger
than it was al ready?

Mriamand Penny grin at each other...then shake their heads
si deways at Angi e and Josephi ne.

JOSEPHI NE
Al right...what were you two doi ng
in our boat?

ANG E
C non. .. maybe we can hel p you two.

Penny and her pal stare at the ground.



M Rl AM
Your boat ?

ANG E
Yep. | bought it |ast Saturday.

JOSEPHI NE
And |'m paying for everything the
boat needs.
M riam sni ckers.

ANG E
It's the truth

Penny watches Mriam s snicker beconme a hearty | augh

JOSEPHI NE
Angi e and | are dead serious.

The | aughter stops.

Angi e steps closer to Mriam and Penny.

ANG E

Y all workin' for this AW Smth?
PENNY

A W who?
JOSEPHI NE

A W's in the steanboat busi ness.
He runs a line out of St. Louis.

ANG E
And he | ost out on this here boat
y'all craw ed out of.

M Rl AM
(wags finger at Angie)
Vell, if you nust know...we're
tryin' to get away froma coupl a
nmen.
PENNY

And we thought this steanboat would
make a great hiding place.

Angie's is a slow nod.

24.
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PENNY ( CONT' D)
A steanboat seened |like the |ast
pl ace those two fellas woul d expect
to find us.

Mriam points to Penny, yet eyes Josephi ne and Angi e.

M Rl AM
It was her i dea.

ANG E
(extends hand to Penny)
My nane's Angie Fuller.

PENNY
Penny Pennypacker .

Penny and Angi e shake hands...a sight that angers Mriam

ANG E
(to Mriam
Don't worry. She ain't gonna break
out in a rash.

JOSEPHI NE
Penny, my nanme is Josephi ne Hunt.

Josephi ne shakes hands with Penny.

M Rl AM
M ri am Sear age.

At last, Mriam engages in handshakes with Angi e and
Josephi ne...both of whomw nce fromMriams strong grip.

JOSEPHI NE
It's...nice to neet you two.

Angi e shakes her head up and down.

PENNY
It's nice to neet you, too, Angie
and Josephi ne.

M Rl AM
So, Angi e and Josephine, tell
me...why a steanboat?

ANG E
Vell, Mriam | just love to
travel...and | love to keep busy.
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JOSEPHI NE
Sane here.
(gazes at hole in hull)
Let me add...l love a challenge.

PENNY
That's good enough for ne.

Mriam gives a slow, slow nod.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER DECK - DAY
Angi e, Josephine, Mriam and Penny stroll the m ddle deck.
JOSEPHI NE
Penny and Mriam..do you know
anyt hi ng about steanboats?

The four wonen stop in their tracks.

Penny and Mriam gaze at each other before they turn to
Josephi ne and Angi e.

M Rl AM
Not much.

PENNY
But we can | earn!

Angi e beans.
M Rl AM
Let's face it: Penny and | are in
the worl d's ol dest profession.

Josephine grits her teeth.

PENNY
But Mriamand | don't wanna stay
init.

ANG E

Now that's the spirit
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

Hubert and Julius saunter down the street; both nen scan back
and forth.

JULI US
If we ever get our hands on them
two ladies...l know what |'m -
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HUBERT
Julius...put a sock init.

JULI US
Good i dea!

And Julius bangs his fists together.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

The two forner slaves and the two hookers relax in chairs
i ned up along one side of the room

M Rl AM
So...when're we gonna take off?

ANG E
Soon as we get it fixed.

JOSEPHI NE
But we need supplies...a whole
boat | oad of suppli es.

PENNY
Uh. .. huh. .

ANG E
Josie and | got the noney for
supplies...nostly, it's Josie's
noney that's payin' for that..

Mriam junps out of her chair to bend her knees.

JOSEPHI NE
But Angie and | can't get the | ocal
merchants on our side.

ANG E
"Specially that Renw ck's Lunber
Company. If they cain't sell to us,
we cain't fix this boat.

Penny and Josephi ne nod i n understandi ng.

M Rl AM
Well, ain't nobody ever seen a |ady
captai n no steanboat.

PENNY
But there's a first tine for
everything, Mriam

Penny, Josephine, and Angie rise fromtheir own seats.
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Angi e gestures her coll eagues into a huddle.

ANG E
If all four of us work together, we
can get this done.

The four wonmen |ink arns.

JOSEPHI NE
They're throwi ng away a great
opportunity to showase this najor
port al ong the M ssi ssi ppi

ANG E
And a city like this deserves its
own steaner conpany.

PENNY
You' re right, Angie.

M riam doesn't | ook convinced...but Penny's dirty | ook
changes Mriam s mnd

ANG E
So...let"s all four of us goto
Renwi ck's together first thing in
the nornin'.

Josephi ne and Penny AD LIB their agreenent.

PENNY
Mriam..l've seen you with a team
of horses.

M Rl AM

Thought you' d never ask!
Angi e, Penny, Mriam and Josephi ne cheer thensel ves hoarse.
EXT. LUMBER YARD - DAY

It | ooks nore like a hayride...but Mriam guides a team of
horses into the |unber yard.

Penny, Josephine, and Angie sit in the wagon...and try their
best to hide once Mriambrings the horses to a halt.

Spurgeon cones out of the building and eyeballs Mriam who
junps out of her seat to approach him

SPURGEON
What can | do for you?
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M Rl AM

I wanna see both you and MIton.
SPURGEON

Huh?
M Rl AM

You and M. Renw ck.
Spurgeon's nmouth flies open.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

M1lton and Spurgeon stand face to face with Mriam and Penny.
Behi nd them other enpl oyees nove | unber around.

PENNY
We're here, sirs, because we need
material to repair a boat.

M LTON
VWhat ki nda boat ?

M Rl AM
The steanboat that's aground at the
Main Street boat dock

M LTON
You' re ki ddi ng.

PENNY
W' re not ki dding.

M LTON
You're in over your heads!

In the wagon, Angie and Josephine try to sneak a peek...

M LTON ( CONT' D)
Just |ike themtwo coons--

SPURGEON
(to MIton)
Boss- -

...only to grit their teeth.

M LTON
Spur geon, shut up!

Mlton points at Penny and Mriam
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M LTON ( CONT' D)
You two are wastin' your time--

PENNY
All Mriamand I knowis: If we
don't get that steanboat fixed--

M LTON
What in Hell do you know ' bout
runnin' a steanboat--

M riam and Penny nove in on MIton.

PENNY
W' re | earning, M. Renw ck!

M LTON
You two fl oozies got one mnute to
get outa here--

M Rl AM
(wags finger at MIton)
How d you |i ke one of your fornmer
custoners to cone back and burn
this place down to the ground?

Spurgeon watches M Iton seethe.
Josephi ne and Angie craw out of the wagon...in smles.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Angi e, Josephi ne, Penny, and Mriam stand between the
grounded steanboat and piles upon piles of boards...to say
not hi ng of buckets of paint and buckets of gl ue.

ANG E
Hey, thanks, Mriam You shore told
that MIlton Renw ck off.

M Rl AM
That illegitimte son-of-a...he had
it comn'.

Penny grabs a tape neasure to determne the width and | ength
of the hole in the hull.

JOSEPHI NE
(to Mriam
Who's that former custoner you said
t hreatened to conme back and burn
Renwi ck's down?
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M Rl AM
One of ny first Johns, Josephine.

JOSEPHI NE
What happened to hin®

M Rl AM
H s nanme was Chester...he wanted to
build a chicken coop in the back of
hi s house on the edge of town.

Now Penny returns to the group to AD LIB her findings to
Josephi ne...who grabs a board froma pile.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
Ml ton | aughed Chester outa the
| unber yard.

Josephi ne and Mriam place the board on a sawhorse. Penny
cones over and neasures the length to cut...and Angi e marks
the line with a pencil.

PENNY
Angie...it'd be an honor and a
pl easure if you'd do the honors.
ANG E
Wll...in that case..

Angie lifts a saw off the ground...

M Rl AM
All Chester wanted to do was settle
down. ..grow his own crops..

...and cuts the board to the desired | ength.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
Anyway, Chester got so mad he noved
up the river to Dubuque.

ANG E
VWhat's he doin' now?

Josephi ne takes the newl y-cut board to the hull

M Rl AM
He couldn't get farmn' outa his
m nd...so now he works in a livery
st abl e downt own.

Next, Josephine slaps glue to the back of the board before
she applies the board to the hull
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Success!
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

The four wonen cut additional boards into the shape of
paddl ewheel sl ats.

Angi e and Co. paint the new slats the same color as the
paddl ewheel ' s exi sting boards.

Josephi ne and Mriam secure the new paddl ewheel boards in
pl ace; Angi e and Penny use screws (or nails) to fasten the
new boards to the paddl ewheel .

EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

A.W and Wodrow sneak a peek at the reconstruction
wor k. ..and cringe.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - NI GHT

Penny, Mriam Josephine, and Angie eat dinner at a table in
the m ddl e of the sal oon.

The foursome notice the paint spots on their dresses.

ANG E
We got a | ot done.

Angi e receives skeptical |ooks fromMriam and Josephi ne.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
I know...we gotta |long way to go.

PENNY
(through bites)
And we'll get there.

M Rl AM
As long as we ain't doin" it in
t hese dresses no nore.

Mriam s cohorts nod in agreenent.

JOSEPHI NE
Wiy don't we all go to Hess and
Stern bright and early tonorrow and
pi ck up sonething nore appropriate
to the task?

Asmle fills Mrianm s face.
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PENNY

Josephine...they sell nen's clothes
there, don't they?

JOSEPHI NE
Yes, they do...and their clothes
handl e paint better.

The two hookers and two ex-slaves click their cups.

EXT. HESS AND STERN - DAY

Penny, Angi e, Josephine, and Mriamstroll into a smal
bui I ding not far fromthe Main Street boat dock.

I NT. HESS AND STERN SALESFLOOR - DAY

The wonen's arrival stuns store co-owner ANGUS HESS (50s).

ANGUS
You four |adies sure you' ve got the
ri ght gender?

JOSEPHI NE
W certainly are.

ANGUS
But this is a nen's clothier.

ANG E
W know t hat .

The store's other co-owner, BYRON STERN (50s), hurries over
to the group

BYRON
Angus...what're they doing here?

PENNY
W' re working on the steanboat

grounded at the boat dock not too
far from here.

Byron and Angus eye each other in |oud | aughter.
Mriam strides over to the co-owners.
M Rl AM
We are! And we need clothes that'l
stand up better than dresses.

Byron's and Angus' | aughter stops.
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ANOTHER CUSTOMER (a man in his 30s) strolls in. H's nouth
flies open when he sees the four wonen.

ANGUS
Byron...why don'tcha see about that
man over there?

BYRON
Al right.

Byron wal ks over to the new buyer.

ANG E
(to Angus)
| bought the "Aura Lea" at an
auction | ast week.

JOSEPHI NE
And we're hel ping her put it back
together...so that it'll sail the

M ssi ssi ppi once agai n.
Angus si zes up the four wonen.

ANGUS
St range.

PENNY
What's strange is...nobody's
touched that boat for three years.

ANG E
The three years since a schooner
ran into the steanboat and turned
it into an eyesore.

Josephi ne nods.

M Rl AM
(pointing to Angus)
So...you feel confortable havin' an
eyesore at the Main Street dock?

Dead silence...for a few seconds.

ANGUS
Fol | ow ne, | adi es.

Angus | eads Angi e, Josephine, Mriam and Penny to another
spot on the sal esfl oor.
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EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Mriam Josephine, Angie, and Penny (all now in hats and
overalls or jeans) repaint the steanboat's new y-repaired,
new y-fortified hull

The four wonen (all now on | adders) paint over the "AURA LEA"
nane...then clinb off their [adders to inspect it all.

It's all good.
Result: Jubilation fromthe foursone.
EXT. MAI N STREET - DAY

Whodrow and AW continue to spy on the quartet...but now,
Hubert and Julius saunter to a spot behind the two nen.

Julius and Hubert observe the wonen's repair work...then
eyebal I one anot her.

JULI US
Hubert...themtwo Wiite | adi es | ook
awful famliar.

HUBERT
Ladi es?

JULI US
That's right. Take a | ook.

HUBERT
(grabbing Julius)
Look here, Julius: Wuld | adi es be
fixin" up a steanboat?
AW and Wbodrow turn around to see Hubert and Juli us.

WOCODROW
Yes!

AW
They woul d!

Julius and his buddy | ook fl oored.
EXT. BURTIS HOUSE - N GHT

This is a four-story hotel in Davenport's downtown.
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I NT. BURTIS HOUSE PARLCR - NI GHT

Hubert follows a distraught Julius into a space that tries
its best to be a sal oon.

SEVERAL MEN in ritzy chairs nurse drinks while CLETUS RAY
TONER (50, m | d-mannered) coaxes treacly nusic out of a
squar e pi ano.

Julius and Hubert head straight for the bar...where they plop
t hensel ves onto a stool each

THE BARTENDER (a man in his 20s) |ooks up fromthe glass he
cl eans and notices the two pals across the bar from him

BARTENDER
What can | get you two gents?

JULI US
Pl ease...pl ease...get us our two
| overs back.

Hubert el bows his cohort...and alnpst falls off the stool.

BARTENDER
No, no, no! To drink!
HUBERT
G ve us the strongest whiskey

you' ve got.
The bartender's nouth flies open...for a few seconds.

BARTENDER
Two strong ones comi ng up.

Julius and Hubert watch the bartender pour the parlor's
strongest whiskey into two shot gl asses.

Hubert goes for one of the shot glasses...but Julius stares
hi mout of it.

JULI US
VWait a mnute, Hubert!

Julius reaches behind himfor his wallet...but grinmaces when
he finds it's gone.

HUBERT
Here, Julius. | got us.

Hubert puts sonme coins on the counter.
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Wil e the bartender snaps the coins up and sticks theminto a
cash drawer, Cletus Ray's song ends...and gets hi mappl ause.

Cletus Ray | ooks up fromthe keys to his audience.

CLETUS RAY
Thanks, f ol ks!

Sone folks tip their hats to the pianist.

CLETUS RAY (CONT' D)
VWhat cha wanna hear next?

TWO CUSTOVERS rise fromtheir chairs in the back of the
Burtis House parlor.

CUSTOMER #1
Somet hi ng fast!

CUSTOVER #2
Yeah! So we can dance!

CLETUS RAY
You got it!

Cl etus Ray pounds out a lively nunber...Hubert and Julius
down their drinks.

JULI US
That short girl stole nmy wallet.

HUBERT
You nean Mri anf

The two custoners in back dance.
The bartender refills Julius' and Hubert's gl asses...

JULI US
Nope. Mriam s the tall one.

...and the two nen drink that whiskey down.

HUBERT
Wll...who's the short one?

Julius | ooks | ost.

The parlor door opens...C etus Ray's daughter TAVARA LEA
"TAMW" TONER (18, down-to-Earth, sweet) peeks in |onging.

She wat ches Cletus Ray play...then the two danci ng nen.
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TAMWY
That's it.

Hubert wat ches Tammy cl ose the door and wal k away.
HUBERT
(to Julius)
Wasn't her, was it?
Julius' lost | ook continues.

JULI US
| don't know...but all |I knowis:
Them two White | adi es we saw was
wor kin' on that steanboat.

The bartender eyebal ls Hubert and Juli us.

JULI US (CONT' D)
And they | ook awful famliar.

BARTENDER
How ' bout anot her?

JULI US
And anot her.

HUBERT
And anot her.

The twosone push their shot glasses toward the bartender.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Angi e, Josephine, Mriam and Penny (all back on | adders)
pai nt the name "FULLER S FOLLY" onto the steanboat.

The foursone step off the | adders, then nove back to inspect
t hei r handi wor k.

PENNY
W didit!

ANG E
Yes, we did!

Cheers...hugs...jubilation!
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

A.W and Wodrow observe the celebration...only to cringe.
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AW
Wody, you're right...we gotta get
us that boat.

Wodr ow shakes his head up and down.

A. W (CONT' D)
Just gotta figure out how

WWOODROW
Let's put our heads together.

Wbodrow pulls A W close...

WDODROW ( CONT' D)
Let's think of sone ways we can
torture themtwo crows outa that
st eanboat of theirs.

...and the two nen stroll in the opposite direction.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" CAPTAIN S QUARTERS - NI GHT
Josephi ne and Angie cramfor their pilot's exans.

JOSEPHI NE
Angi e. .. how do you feel about
letting ne be the pilot and you
bei ng the captain?

Angi e | ooks up from her book(s)...

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
After all, you' re the one who
bought the boat itself...and you're
better at hospitality than I am

...and stares in space a few seconds.

ANG E
| see your point.

Josephi ne | ooks up and flashes a smle.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
You' d make a nmuch better pilot than
| woul d.

JOSEPHI NE
And you're smarter than nme, Ang.

ANG E
Vell...l try nmy best.
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JOSEPHI NE
That's why our ship's better off
with you being the captain than ne
bei ng the captain.

ANG E
Vel |...thank you.

JOSEPHI NE
And we...all four of us...just got
t hrough painting your |ast nanme on

this boat.

The two forner food servers point at each other in
goodnat ured | aughter.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Mriamsits at a table. Wth several books in front of her,
she studies as if she's got no tonorrow.

Penny jogs over to a seat across fromMriam
PENNY
Vell, I'lIl be a...aren't you the
schol arly one.

M Rl AM
I ain"t no scholar, Penny...but I
gotta try if I'mgonna be a
| i censed engi neer.

Mriam s best buddy |eafs through the pages of one book.
PENNY
This is one of Josephine's books.
From the plantation
M Rl AM
No wonder she couldn't wait to get
outa there...before the owners
asked for them books back.
Penny peeks at Mrianmis witten notes.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY
Mriam Penny, Josephine, and Angie stand at the bow

The foursone wear heavier clothing due to the nip in the air.



PENNY
It's Halloween...and tonight's
gonna be a good night for a cruise.

ANG E
I wish we coul d.

M Rl AM
Vel |, then, Angie, why don't we?

ANG E
W ain't heard fromthe Steanboat
I nspecti on Service yet.

JOSEPHI NE
Angie's got yet to be an officia
captain...and I'mnot officially a
pilot yet. And Mriam..you stil
need your engineer's license.

PENNY
Can't forget about the Steanboat
Act of 1852.

M Rl AM

Anyt hi ng can happen between now and
t hen. Them cl owns could burn this
boat down or sonethin'.

Josephine pulls a string or two to let the stages down.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
They could clinb on them pl anks
Josephine's lowerin' and take axes
and have thensel ves a--

JOSEPHI NE
At | east the stages work, Mriam

Angi e gathers her colleagues into a huddl e.

ANG E
Here, everybody. Let's |ink arms.

The four wonmen |ink arns.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Mriam..Penny...Josie...|'m
itchin' to get this boat out on the
M ssi ssi ppi, too. Just |ike you.

M Rl AM
You can say that again.

41.
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ANG E
But we gotta do this right.

ZENAS FOALEY (39, understanding, Black) and wife JUD TH
DENSON FOALEY (39, a real spitfire, Black) stroll the stages
and reach "Fuller's Folly."

JOSEPHI NE
We' Il need sone nore personnel, for
exanple. W'll need a firenman--

Judith taps on Josephine's shoul der...Zenas bearhugs Angi e.

And t he huddl e breaks up.

ANG E
Zenas!
ZENAS
Angie Fuller...so nice to see you
agai n.
JOSEPHI NE
Judith, you ol' devil, you
JuDI TH
Devil, you say?

Angi e and Zenas hug. .. Josephi ne and Judith enbrace...Penny
and Mriamfollow suit.

ANG E
It's nice to see you again, too. W
ain't seen you since we were all on
the plantation in Louisiana.

Al'l three pairs break their enbraces.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
What brings you and Judith here?

ZENAS
Me and Judith heard you got
yoursel f a steanboat.

JuDI TH
Li ke you al ways want ed.

ANG E
Yep...bought it on the fourteenth
of this nonth at an auction. Right
here on this dock.
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JOSEPHI NE
Angie and | are putting a crew
t oget her.

M riam and Penny raise their hands.
Now the five wonen encircle the Ione man in the group.

JUDI TH
(grabs Zenas' hand)
And nme and Zenas want in on it.

ZENAS
Angi e. .. Josephine...ne and Judith
wanna be part of your crew.

Angi e's nod i s oh-so-slow

JUDI TH
Zenas tole nme you always wanted to
see the world and keep doin" new
thangs...and run a boat full of
passengers and stuff.

ANG E

Judith, you're tellin' the truth.
ZENAS

You got a mate yet, Ang?
ANG E

Wl l...not yet.

Penny extends a hand to Judith and Zenas.

PENNY
Greetings, Judith and Zenas. |'m
Penny...and |I' m gonna run the

casi no.

Zenas and his wife shake hands with Penny while Mriam noves
closer to the threesone.

M Rl AM
And I"'mMriam |'mgonna be in the
boiler room..once we set sail.
Gonna be an engi neer.

Judith and her husband join Mriamin their own handshake.

ZENAS
Penny...Mriam..nice to neet you.
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JUDI TH
The...boiler...roon®
(points to Mriam
You got guts!

Mriams all smles.

ZENAS
You' re gonna have to have sonebody
to carry freight to and fro.

JUDI TH
And y'all gonna need security.

Sonme heads nod.

JOSEPHI NE
Angi e. .. Zenas and Judi th nake a
whol e | ot of sense.

ZENAS
And you'll never nake no pay if you
just wait on passengers.

Angi e eyebal s Judith...then Zenas...then Josephi ne.

ANG E
M. and Ms. Fow ey...welcone to
the "Fuller's Folly" crew

Zenas, Judith, and Angi e shake hands as Penny, Mriam and
Josephi ne cheer.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Just curious...which one of you's
gonna handl e security?

Judith raises her hand...a surprise to Mriam

ZENAS
Don't worry. Put a gun in her hands
and she's a deadeye.

JuDl TH
Yeah...| can handl e a nusket, a
rifle, a pistol, and..

The six crewrenbers watch Tanmmy trudge the stages on her way
to the steanboat. Angie neets her at the bow

ANG E
Hey there! What can we do for you?
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TAMWY
Hope you don't m nd ny asking,
but...is there a piano aboard?

Angi e's eyes |ight up.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Angi e, Josephine, Judith, Mriam Penny, and Zenas crowd
around Tammy, who sits at that pre-1860 upright piano.

TAMW
I've never seen a piano like this
before in ny life.

JOSEPHI NE
It's an upright. They're nore
popul ar in Europe than over here.

Tammy rai ses the fall board, exposes the keys, and...gazes at
themin awe.

M Rl AM
Kid...let's hear whatcha got.

TAMWY
My pl easure.

Tammy plays a fam liar-yet-powerful classical piece.
Mriamgrits her teeth...
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

...but conmes away all smles when Tanmy's nusic changes to
total razzmatazz.

Tammy bows as her audi ence appl auds.

ANG E
(extends hand to Tanmy)
How d you like to be our ship's
pi ani st, uh--

TAMWY
Tamara Lea Toner...but everybody
calls me Tamy.

It's handshakes for Angie and Tammy.

TAMW ( CONT' D)
My pa plays at the Burtis House.
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JUDI TH
He play like that?

A smling Tammy shakes her head "no."

TAMWY
He doesn't |i ke classical nusic.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

It's the first Saturday in February 1866...when a bundl ed-up
crowd of PEOCPLE gathers around the fornmer "Aura Lea."

On deck: Angie, Josephine, Mriam Penny, Judith, and
Zenas...to say nothing of Tamry, who wears an Abraham Li ncol n-
style suit conplete with a stovepi pe hat.

The seven greet G LBERT and BESSI E YELVI NGTON (bot h 30s).

d LBERT
Bessie and | renenber what happened
with the "Sultana” |ast April.

BESSI E
Over el even hundred people died on
that ship...and we'd |ike to be
ready just in case that happens on
t hi s ship.

Josephi ne and Angi e nod.

In the crowd around the boat: Spurgeon (suitcase in tow) and
alivid Mlton...as well as JOHN L. DAVIES (53) and BENJAM N

GREB (50, clipboard in hands).

JOHN
I never thought |I'd see
this...after three years and a
hundred and twel ve days, that ship
in front of us will sail again.

A.W and Wodrow stand near the steanboat's stages. The
t wosone open a canvas bag...and let a black cat aboard before
scurrying off.

BENJAM N
As |long as they played their cards
right, Mayor Davies.

John nods at Benjam n...who receives Mlton's icy stare.
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M LTON
If you ask ne, themgirls're
wastin' their tine!

SPURGEON
Shove it, MIton Renw ck!
(picks up suitcase)
I"mgonna join that crew up there!

Benj am n, John, and MIton watch Spurgeon board the boat.

M LTON
SPURGEON LOOM S, YOU RE MAKIN A
DAWMN M STAKE!

Spurgeon shakes his free fist at MIton
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Cletus Ray (with his suitcase) cones aboard "Fuller's Folly"
whi |l e Zenas, Tanmy, Penny, Mriam Judith, Josephine, and
Angi e brief crew newconers Spurgeon, Gl bert, and Bessie.

ANG E
G |l bert, thanks for offerin' to be
the ship's doctor.

JOSEPHI NE
And Bessie, thank you for offering
your services as a nurse.

G LBERT
(huggi ng Bessi e)
The least ny wife and | can do.

M Rl AM
Spur geon. . .wel cone aboard. But what
brings you here?

SPURGEON
I wanna be the ship's fireman.

Crewrenbers shake hands whil e down bel ow, an antsy Em |
huddl es with wi fe ELI ZABETH KREUTZER (40s, sassy).

EM L
El i zabeth, didn't | tell you? This
is utter, conplete folly!

ELI ZABETH
You're wong, Eml!

El i zabeth hefts her suitcase off the ground...
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ELI ZABETH ( CONT' D)
Living with your knowit-al
attitude is utter, conplete folly!

...and storns her way aboard.
SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

In front of a smaller crowd, Angie, Bessie, Elizabeth,
G | bert, Josephine, Judith, Mriam Penny, Spurgeon, Tamy,
and Zenas eyebal | the spectators.

ANG E
Ladi es and gentlenen...y'all ready
to nmake it official?

EM L
Wap it up! It's too cold outside!

Penny produces a whi skey bottle. She hands it to Angie, who
wal ks the planks to reach the bow.

ANG E
(raises bottle)
| christen thee--

A frantic Benjam n waves his clipboard as he sprints toward
t he bow.

BENJAM N
HOLD I T! WAIT! HOLD UP

And the crowd groans.
Angi e sets the bottle aside.

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
(to the spectators)
My name is Benjamin Geb...I'"man
i nspector with the Steanboat
I nspection Service of the United
States Treasury Departnent.

Em| storns toward John

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
As part of ny job, I"'mhere to
inspect "Fuller's Folly," the
former "Aura Lea," to insure the
st eanboat's seawort hi ness.

The audi ence grunbling grows.
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EM L
(wags finger at John)
As mayor of this city, John, you
shoul dn't have all owed this--

JOHN
Let himdo his job!

Em | stares in anger at John.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Josephi ne and Angie follow Benjam n as he checks out the
repair work on the hull

The man fromthe SIS i nspects the paddl ewheel .

He steps over the questionabl e wooden plank...and finds it no
| onger questi onabl e.

Benj ami n scri bbl es notes...Josephi ne does, too.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY
Benj am n goes over the three boilers.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" PASSENCGER CABI N - DAY

The inspector wal ks into this room..and startles C etus Ray,
who wrestles a clean shirt on.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Benj am n chuckl es when he notices the roulette wheel...and a
now- f ul | y- st ocked bar.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" GALLEY - DAY
He finds stocked shel ves...and breathes relief.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

The remai ning ten crewrenbers try |ike the Dickens to calm
the crowd down...to no avail.

John strikes out in his own effort, too.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TONER - DAY

Angi e, Benjam n, and Josephine crowd inside the glass tower.
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The | one man checks the rudder for play. Wen he | ooks
satisfied, the two wonen hug each ot her.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

El i zabeth reaches for the prone bottle...only to earn dirty
| ooks from her new col | eagues.

END MONTAGE

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

On deck, Benjam n stands al ongsi de Angie and her crew...while
the crowd remai ns agitated.

BENJAM N
Ladi es and gentlenen...before this
st eanboat can | aunch...l have three

i mportant announcenents.
EM L
WRAP | T UP! WE' RE NOT GETTI NG ANY
WARMER OUT HERE!
Benjam n gestures the crowd into silence...then
BENJAM N
M ss Angela Fuller...please step
f orward.
Angi e strolls over to Benjam n's side.

He lifts an envel ope fromhis suit pocket and hands the
docunent to her.

She opens the envelope...and pulls out a |icense.

ANG E
M. Geb...is this real?
BENJAM N
It's real...you' re now officially a

i censed steanboat pilot.

Appl ause breaks out when Angie holds up her pilot's license
for all to see.

ANG E
(shakes Benjam n's hand)
Thank you...thank you so nuch.
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BENJAM N
M ss Josephine Hunt...pl ease step
f orwar d.

Josephi ne strides her way to Benjam n, who pulls out a second
envel ope and hands it to her.

After Josephine opens the envel ope, she renoves a |icense
fromit...and holds the |icense up for everybody to see.

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations...you' ve passed the
test. You're now a licensed
st eanboat pil ot.

JOSEPHI NE
Thank you...this nmeans so nuch.

Benj am n and Josephi ne shake hands before a cheering crowd.

BENJAM N
And M ss Mriam Searage...pl ease
step forward.

M riam bounds her way to a spot next to Benjam n. He yanks
out a third envel ope, then hands it to her.

She tears the envel ope open, grabs a license fromit, and
waves the docunent in the air in jubilation.

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations...after passing the
test, you're now licensed to be a
st eanboat engi neer.

Mriam s handshake with Benjamn results in nore
appl ause...and in Benjamn wincing fromMriams big grip.

John wags a finger at Em|.

JOHN
Hi story in the making.

EM L
Okay, Mayor Davies...but why did it
have to be thenf

JOHN
Nobody el se wanted to.

Em | shrugs on his way to the jubilant throng.
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EXT. BOAT DOCK, MUSCATINE, 1A - N GHT

"Fuller's Folly" sails along inits return to the water.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - NI GHT

Angi e wat ches Josephi ne control the boat.

The captain turns her attention to the same view as the
pilot: Al that |and al ongside the M ssissippi River.

ANG E
This is it, Josie.

Josephi ne shakes her head "yes."
ANG E ( CONT' D)
This is better than forty acres and
a nule...nmuch better.

That magni ficent view brings smles to the twosone's faces.

JOSEPHI NE

Angie...tell me what el se you see.
ANG E

Are you thinkin' what I'mthinkin ?
JOSEPHI NE

I"d better be.
ANG E

Fr eedomn
Josephi ne's next nod is off-the-charts enthusiastic.

JOSEPHI NE
Thank you for doing all this.

ANG E
Thank you.

Angi e reaches out to hug Josephine..
ANG E ( CONT' D)
Actually...it took every |ast one
of us crewrenbers.

...but Josephine frees a hand to press the flesh with Angie.
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EXT. BOAT DOCK, KECKUK, |A - DAY

A FAMLY OF FOUR stands outside with luggage in tow as the
"Fol I y" | ands.

The steamer's stages cone down...the fam |y saunters up to
the boat...Angie (nowin a captain's hat) conmes out to greet
the foursone...but the quartet back off the planks.

ANG E
You don't know what you're missin'!

The cl an's PARENTS give Angi e angry gestures.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Tammy (back in her suit and stovepi pe hat) pounds out a
lively nunber on the ol' upright, whose hammers now st and
exposed and show of f the piano's "birdcage" action.

At the bar, bartender Elizabeth pours Cetus Ray a drink.

ELI ZABETH
Well, M. Toner, hows it feel to
be the very first paying passenger
on this steanboat since its
r ef ur bi shnent ?

CLETUS RAY
I wish it felt good.
(takes a sip)
| came on here hoping | could find
nmy daughter.

El i zabeth feigns a bl ank | ook.

CLETUS RAY (CONT' D)
She took of f | ast Hal |l oween.

Cl etus Ray takes another sip.

ELI ZABETH
Four nont hs ago.
CLETUS RAY
| nean...it ain't enough that

Tammy's ma...ny wife
Cl enentine...died of chol era.

ELI ZABETH
Ch, dear. .
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CLETUS RAY
It was three years ago...she ate
some green appl es.
(finishes his drink)
And she washed it down with whiskey
and chased it down with mlKk.

ELI ZABETH
VWhere'd the mlk conme fronf

Cl etus Ray shrugs.

Penny, G lbert, and Bessie sit at a table near the roulette
wheel .

PENNY
(shuffling cards)
Dr. Yel vington..

G LBERT
It's all right, Penny...feel free
tocall me Glbert.

A stunned Penny funbl es her playing cards...

BESSI E
And feel free to call ne Bessie.

...then recovers them so she can resune shuffling.
BESSI E ( CONT' D)

Consi dering there are now two
El i zabet hs on our crew.

PENNY
Anyway. ..l was wondering if you
bot h pl ayed cards.
G LBERT
(shakes his head "no")
Sorry.
BESSI E

Glbert and | play cards the sanme
way St ephen A. Dougl as debat ed
Abr aham Li ncol n.

Penny's eyes |ight up.

Tammy brings her nunber to an end...and tips her hat to the
appl audi ng audi ence.

A stunned C etus Ray breaks off his appl ause.
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CLETUS RAY
Tamy?

Tammy junps of f the piano stool.

TAMW
Pa?

EXT. BOAT DOCK, QUI NCY, IL - DAY

Zenas and Sl X ROUSTABQUTS (nmen in their 20s-30s; four Wite,
two Bl ack) westle barrels of beer onto "Fuller's Folly."

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

The rousters breathe relief when they bring that final barrel
onto the steanboat.

ZENAS
Vll, that's it...our very first
| oad. Congratul ati ons!

The si x roustabouts stand there i n shock.

ZENAS ( CONT' D)
It's okay! You done earned it!

One...two...all seven nen cheer.

ZENAS ( CONT' D)
Let's go eat.

As the seven nen saunter out of the cold, rousters HElI NRI CH
(30s, Wite; native of Germany), MAJOR (20s, Black), and
PADRAI G (20s, White; fromlreland) eyeball each other

HElI NRI CH
Iss this our mate?

MAJOR
I"mgoin along with it. How 'bout
you, Padraig?

PADRAI G
Huh?

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" EMPLOYEE AREA - DAY

Zenas and his six roustabouts sit down to lunch...right down
to plates, cups, and silverware.

Everybody chows down when Padrai g pushes his plate
aside...and w pes tears fromhis eyes.



MAJOR
(to Padraig)
Food okay?

Padrai g shakes his head "yes."

HEI NRI CH
Iss the top of the |ine.

PADRAI G
That's it, Heinrich...that's it...

Padrai g continues to wi pe his wet eyes.

PADRAI G ( CONT' D)
| bean on a lotta boats
roustin'...and this is the first
boat I bean on where they din't
treat us rousters like cattle.

MAJOR
O sl aves.

Zenas eyes Padraig, Mjor, and Heinrich.

ZENAS
Maj or, you're truthin'.

Several heads nod.

ZENAS ( CONT' D)
You and | used to be sl aves.

HElI NRI CH
(taking a bite)
Under st ood.

ZENAS
And on top of that...the very
captain of this boat and the pil ot
both used to be slaves, too.

PADRAI G
Damm!

ZENAS
Everybody deserves dignity...no
matter what they | ook |ike.

Several rousters AD LIB their agreenent with Zenas.

56.
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MAJOR
That's the truth, Zenas...and |
hope we don't have to taste slavery
ever again.

ZENAS
Tell it!

The six roustabouts and Zenas click their cups...and cheer
t hensel ves hoar se.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - NI GHT

Cletus Ray and Tammy sit across fromeach other at a table in
the m ddl e of the sal oon.

CLETUS RAY
Tamy...why'd you do it? Why'd you
run of f?

TAMWY

l...1 just wanted to show that |
can play a piano, too.

Cletus Ray's nod is slow.
TAMW ( CONT' D)
Wen | was little, | wanted you to
teach me...but you wouldn't.
Angi e wal ks into the sal oon..
TAMW ( CONT' D)
So | stayed after school and
di ddl ed around on the piano there.

...and takes a seat at Tammy's and C etus Ray's table.

CLETUS RAY
That's why you kept com ng homne
| ate, huh?

TAMWY

That's the truth.
Angi e nods.

TAMW ( CONT' D)
And then you'd tell Ma all those
exciting stories about your playing
at the Burtis House.



CLETUS RAY
You were listening all that tinme?

TAMWY
Yeah! And | knew, right then and
there, that I wanted to play piano
in a saloon...just |ike you.

ANG E
Wll, M. Toner...you really cain't
bl ame her for takin' after you.

TAMWY
It's just |ike Ma said: "Nobody
m nds when a son takes after his
father...but everybody screans when
a daughter takes after her father."

Cletus Ray blows an imagi nary bubbl e.
ANG E
Not ne, Tamy. You ain't heard no
screamn' from ne.
The Two Toners hol d hands.

TAMWY
| just wanted a place that'd |et
peopl e hear nme play...and Angi e was
ni ce enough to let nme play here.

Cletus Ray turns to Angie...Elizabeth conmes to the table.

TAMW ( CONT' D)
Angi e. . .t hanks a bunch.

ANG E
You' re very wel cone.
TAMW
Pa...l"msorry | ran off.
CLETUS RAY

And I"'msorry | didn't listen to
you in the first place.

Smiles formall over the table.

CLETUS RAY ( CONT' D)
Elizabeth, if it's all right with
the captain...why don't you let ne
be the bartender here and you can
wai t tables and cook and stuff?

58.
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ELI ZABETH
You wanna join the crew, Cetus?

TAMWY
Pa and I will be together that way.

Al'l eyes turn to Angie.

CLETUS RAY
And besi des...ny daughter plays the
piano a | ot better than | do.

ANG E
Cl etus Ray Toner...welcone to the
"Fuller's Folly" crew

El i zabeth and Tammy appl aud. ..then the Toners hug each ot her.

Tammy goes back to the piano while her dad steps behind the
bar. Angie follows him

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Did I tell you "bout the first tine
| tried to run away fromthe
pl antation back in Louisiana?

Cletus Ray's snmle w dens.
EXT. M SSISSI PPI RIVER LEVEE, ST. LOU'S, MO - DAY

Angi e' s steanboat stops alongside a few other ships at this
busy | evee.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Zenas and hi s roustabouts, now twelve strong (SI X NEWCOVERS
wor k al ongsi de Padraig, Major, and Heinrich), tote barrels
onto the ship when Julius and Hubert, in their own rouster
cl ot hes, sneak aboard...and get right to work.

Maj or, Heinrich, and Padraig notice Hubert and Juli us.

MAJOR
You nust be two of the new guys.

JULI US
W are?

Heinri ch noves a barrel into place, then places his arns
around Jul ius and Hubert.

HEI NRI CH
Zee that big man over there?
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HUBERT
Who?

Padrai g points toward Zenas, who works with a few ot her nen.

PADRAI G
The man call ed Zenas.

HUBERT
Uh...we gotta take a | eak.

Hubert breaks away from Heinrich, drags Julius away from
Heinrich's grip, and...the two sneaks run toward the first
door they see.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY

Mriam and an i npressed Spurgeon check the three small val ves
at the back of a boiler.

M Rl AM
See, Spurgeon, you al ways wanna
open the bottom cock first.

SPURGEON
Ckay. . .

M Rl AM
If you see steam comin' out when
you open the bottom cock, then the
boiler's runnin' dangerously | ow on
water. Try it.

Spur geon opens the bottom val ve...scal ding hot water energes.

M ri am wat ches Spurgeon hold his nose with one hand and shut
the valve off with his other hand.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
Ain't nothin' left to say...'cept
it's Mssissippi River water.

SPURGEON
You can say that again, Mriam

M Rl AM
Now. . . open the m ddl e cock

Spur geon does so...when the boiler-room door crashes open

Hubert crashes in...Julius tunbles in right behind him
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JULI US
(to Mriam
YOU STOLE My MONEY!

HUBERT
I thought this was the privy room

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

A small line of TRAVELERS files onto the steamer; at the bow,
Angi e greets each i ncom ng passenger.

At the front: | SAAC and REBEKAH TORNELL (both 40s)...and
their four children: JACOB (15), PHOEBE (14), ESAU (12), and
MELI SSA (11).

ANG E
Wel come to "Fuller's Folly." dad
y'all canme aboard.

| saac turns to Rebekah.

| SAAC
How cone there's a | ady captain?

REBEKAH
Same reason Betsy Ross sewed the
Stars and Stripes, |saac.

The sextet file toward the boiler deck. Al ong the way:

MELI SSA
Are we gonna sink?

JACOB
Bite your tongue, M ssy!

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY
It's lunch tine!

The place is half full of PASSENGERS. .. people who chow down
to Tammy's pi ano pl aying.

Penny and Cletus Ray teamup as food servers...Elizabeth
sneaks a peek from outside the galley.

Toward the front, Angie and Judith | ook inpressed as they eat
El i zabeth's offerings.

JuDI TH
W |ucky we ain't in the Deep South
yet .
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ANG E
We' Il cross the bridge when we get
there, Judith

At a mddle table, LORELEI PARK (39, efficient, Asian) fights
t hrough a steak

An adj acent table finds Bessie and G | bert dining.

Lorelei sets her utensils aside and rises from her seat.
G |l bert and Bessie junp out of their own chairs.

G LBERT
(to Lorelei)
Ma'am..is everything all right?

LORELEI
I nmust see the cook

BESSI E
Truth be told...she's busy.

Judith and Angi e watch the conversation..

LORELEI
Then let ne see the captain.

G LBERT
She's over there.

...and rush over to Lorelei's, Glbert's, and Bessie's side.
Angi e offers her hand to Lorelei.

ANG E
Is everything all right?

LORELEI
I'"d like to offer ny services as a
cook here on your steanboat.
The two women grasp hands.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" GALLEY - DAY

Lorelei and Angie stroll into the galley.

ANG E
El i zabeth...we gotcha sone hel p

El i zabeth | ooks up fromthe pots and pans on the stove.
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ELI ZABETH
Are you pulling nmy toes?

ANG E
El i zabeth Kreutzer...wantcha to
neet Lorelei Park.
Lorel ei watches Elizabeth's nmouth fly open.

LORELEI
Don't worry. |'ve spent the | ast
ten years working in restaurants
fromthe East to the M dwest.

The two cooks shake hands. ..
LORELEI ( CONT' D)
| boarded this ship because | tired
of my fiance telling ne | |ove
cooki ng nore than he.

ELI ZABETH
And | boarded this ship because
got tired of ny husband's big
nout h.
...only to turn it into a hug.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY

Spurgeon casts one eye on the valves and the other on Julius,
who hel ps Hubert stand erect.

The two intruders lunge after Mriam..

JULI US
Fork it over!

...who grabs a shovel
She thrusts the shovel at Hubert and Julius. Both back up.

M Rl AM
| ain't got your damm noney!

Spur geon bear hugs Hubert.
Julius slaps at the shovel...despite Mriams iron grip.

JULI US
Where's your partner?
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M Rl AM
Look, Julius, | ain't tellin'!

JULI US
She's on this ship sonepl ace!

Hubert fights to el bow hinself out of Spurgeon's grip.
SPURGEON

(to Hubert)
What's you guys' probl en?

HUBERT
Are you deaf ?
M Rl AM
(still thrusts shovel)

Spurgeon, themtwo guys stole ne
and Penny's noney.

Now Hubert spins around...and punches Spurgeon in the face.
Spurgeon lands a fist in Hubert's face.
Mriamclouts Hubert with the shovel. He falls to the floor.
Julius reaches into his shirt pocket...

JULI US
One of you two's gonna fork it--

...and yanks out...a nail file!
JULI US (CONT' D)
Damm it! | left nmy switchblade in
nmy suit pocket!

Julius takes furious swi pes at Mriam who swings away wth
t he shovel

Next nove for Spurgeon: He grabs Juli us.
Hubert returns to his feet...and grabs Spurgeon.
Josephi ne and Judith sprint into the boiler room

JOSEPHI NE
No wonder we're not noving!

Judith and Josephine pair up to pry Hubert off Spurgeon.

M riam drops the shovel



She and Spurgeon pin Julius to the wall.
Josephi ne and Judith follow suit with Hubert.
Julius lets go of the nail file.

JUDI TH
(to Hubert)
You and your buddy got sone talkin'
to do!

M Rl AM
(to Julius)
And y'all better tell the truth!

Hubert and Julius strain to break free...to no avail.
JOSEPHI NE
(to Hubert)
You two nmen had better have a good
expl anation for breaking in here.

Judith turns to Josephine.

JUDI TH

We [ ucky we in Mssouri.
SPURGEON

Huh?
JUDI TH

See, Josephine...if this was

Tennessee, we couldn't get away
with doin' this.

Julius grunts.
JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Even with the Union Arny stayin' in
Menphi s and protectin' our freedom
Josephi ne nods in understandi ng.

HUBERT
| gotta take a | eak!

Judi th and Josephine tighten their grip on Hubert.
EXT. BOAT DOCK, CAPE G RARDEAU, MO - DAY

"Fuller's Folly" sails past the dock.

65.
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I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - DAY
Angie sits in a plush chair while Josephine steers the boat.

ANG E
Josie...you okay?

JOSEPHI NE
Yeah.
(gl ancing at Angie)
W' ve both been through worse.

ANG E
Yeah. .. much worse.

JOSEPHI NE
At | east we were able to put Hubert
and Julius off the boat back there
at Cape G rardeau

Josephi ne stretches her arns before she regains her grip on
t he rudder.

ANG E
They were pinpin" Mriamand Penny.

JOSEPHI NE
And Penny and Mriamwere trying to
sail to Nashville so they could
becone regi stered hookers.

Angi e eyeballs the land, then returns her gaze to Josephine.

ANG E
Ww. . . never heard of that before.

JOSEPHI NE
Very interesting, all right. If |
remenber right, Nashville's the
first city in Anerica where |adies
of the evening nust register.

ANG E
(rising from seat)
But, anyway...Julius and Hubert
stole Mriam s and Penny's
loot...Mriamand Penny got it back
fromthem..

JOSEPHI NE
And the two nen were gonna kill the
two wonen.



Now Angi e stands next to Josephine.

ANG E
And that's why themtw wonen hid
out in our boat.

JOSEPHI NE
Mriam said the noney she and Penny
were gonna use in Nashville went to
hel p repair this steanboat.

Josephi ne snaps her fingers.

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
Actual ly...nmost of it did. Penny
took the rest of the noney so that
t he casino on here could have sone
house noney.

Angi e drapes an arm around her fellow former food server.

ANG E
Hey...l'm gl ad Penny and M riam bet
on "Fuller's Folly."

JOSEPHI NE
I"mglad they did, too.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

G |l bert and Bessie check up on Esau and Phoebe. Rebekah
| saac, Melissa, and Jacob | ook on

Rebekah hol ds the black cat fromthe boat's rel aunching.

G LBERT
Now, Esau and Phoebe...you two keep
taking that elixir as directed. And
you' Il feel all right.

ESAU
Don't you worry at all, Dr.
Yel vington. W will.

PHCEBE
That's right. W will.

G Il bert hands the bottle of elixir to |saac.
| SAAC

(accepts bottle)
Thank you.
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BESSI E
It's our pleasure, M. Tornell.

Rebekah holds out the cat for all to see.

REBEKAH
Glbert...Bessie...|l found
this...this animl roam ng around
t he m ddl e deck.

MELI SSA
(eyei ng the Yel vingt ons)
Are we gonna sink...or drown?

G LBERT
| hope not, Melissa.

Mel i ssa scow s.

G LBERT ( CONT' D)
Chances are very good we won't.

BESSI E
W do know this: This steanship is

n the very best of hands.

That scow changes to a smle
I saac gains an |-tol d-you-so | ook from Rebekah.

| SAAC
Doesn't a black cat nean bad | uck?

G LBERT
Only if you believe in
superstition.

BESSI E
After all...every cat has to be
some col or

JACOB
(with a nod)
Yeah...just |ike every person.

Al remaining famly eyes turn to Jacob
| SAAC
So, Doc...do you and Bessie believe
in superstition?

The Two Yel vi ngtons eye each other, then Isaac.
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BESSI E
Did the Confederate sol di ers wear
purpl e uniforns?

And the office convul ses in |aughter.
INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - NI GHT

Cletus Ray stands behind the bar, where he pours drinks and
wat ches Tammy (back in her suit and stovepi pe hat) pound out
a spirited nunber on the piano.

An ecstatic Penny supervises the roulette wheel, where
ganbl ers COLI VER and RICHARD (both late 20s) stand at the
corresponding table in an effort to wn.

PENNY
Al right! Place your bets!

Ri chard and A iver do just that.

PENNY ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations to you for being
the first two ganblers on here.

The two ganbl ers eyebal|l each other, then give Penny a
smartypants | ook each.

PENNY ( CONT' D)
Si nce the boat was refurbished and
renaned, of course.

Rl CHARD
Me and diver was on here before.

CLI VER
Yeah...when this was the "Aura
Lea." Three years ago last fall.

RI CHARD
W was on it, right here at this
tabl e, when a schooner ran into
this here boat.

QLI VER
And Richard and | are still, to
this day, tryin' to figure out what
was in that schooner that w ecked
this boat.

Aiver and Richard win...Penny pays up
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PENNY
Congratul ati ons again...for not
only surviving the weck, but also
Wi nni ng tonight.

RI CHARD
Thank you, Penny.

Ri chard wal ks away fromthe roul ette setup..

CLI VER
Hey, Richard! Where you goin'?

...and struts his way to the bar.

Rl CHARD
(to Aiver)
If you win at roulette, you oughta

wal k away!
A iver waves Richard off before turning to Penny.

PENNY
Now, Qiver...would you like to
pl ace anot her bet?

QL1 VER
You kiddin"? | wanna play
bl ackj ack!

At the bar, R chard watches Aiver and Penny nove over to the
bl ackj ack tabl e.

CLETUS RAY
What ' Il you have?

Rl CHARD
G nre your best whi skey!

CLETUS RAY
Comi ng right up

Cl etus Ray pours whiskey into a shot glass...but Richard
grabs the whiskey bottle and drinks right out of it!

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

Captain Angi e stands next to Josephine, who pilots the
st eanboat toward the next sizable city down Bi g Muddy.

JOSEPHI NE
As long as we're ready for
anything...that's what matters.
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Angi e saunters over to a trunk in one corner of the glass
house. She unl ocks the trunk and opens it.

She eyes a pair of revolvers tucked away inside the trunk.

ANG E
| shore hope we don't need 'em

JOSEPHI NE
At | east the guns are there just in
case we need to defend oursel ves.
Now Angi e cl oses and | ocks the trunk.

ANG E
And our boat...and everyone aboard.

EXT. M SSISSI PPI Rl VER LEVEE, MEMPH S, TN - DAY

"Fuller's Folly" pulls into a | evee bustling with activity.
The boat |ines up behind three other steanships.

Al four vessels shed SOVE PASSENGERS.
EXT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" NMAI N DECK - DAY

AW strolls off this steanmer...one a bit |onger and w der
than "Folly."

He recognizes "Folly..." and steps toward it.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

A concerned Angie strolls toward the bow when A.W watches A
PASSENGER anbl e down the stages.

Now A.W clinbs the "Folly" stages to approach Angie

AW
Congr at ul ati ons!

Angie still |ooks suspicious.

A. W (CONT' D)
You made it this far!

A.W steps closer to Angie...who holds himoff.

ANG E
Wit a mnute, M. Snth.

AW
| just wanna tal k.
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ANG E
Fi ne...but before you do
that...enpty your pockets of
anything that can burn a boat down.

Angi e watches A.W shrug.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
I m unar ned.

AW
Onh, all right.

AW enpties his pockets of a cigar...and a book of matches.

ANG E
Toss '"emin the river.

A flumoxed AW tries his best to throw the two itens aside.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Now we' re even

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Tabl es and chairs are lined up so that Angie, Bessie, Cetus
Ray, Elizabeth, G lbert, Josephine, Judith, Lorelei, Mriam
Penny, Spurgeon, Tanmy, and Zenas sit across from Heinrich,
Maj or, Padraig, and their nine fell ow roustabouts.

Padrai g, Heinrich, and Mjor |ook inpressed by the sal oon and
all its trappings.

ANG E
Thank y'all for com n' today.

Several heads nod.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
I just got through talkin' with
A W Snith.

Penny and M riam gri mace.
Josephi ne bl ows an i magi nary bubbl e.
LORELEI
He runs the Smth Line out of St.
Loui s, M ssouri.

JOSEPHI NE
That he does, Lorelei.
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(points to Lorelei)
Not only that...last Cctober, when
this boat was up for auction in
Davenport, lowa, he cane real close
to havin' the winnin" bid.

JUDI TH
Good thang he didn't wn.

Sone crewrenbers AD LIB their agreenent with Judith.

ANG E
Anyway. .. A W has challenged us to
a race to get grain down from here
in Menphis to Nyalins.

Several nouths fly open.

d LBERT
Aren't steanboat races dangerous?

ANG E
Yes, they are, Gl bert.

JOSEPHI NE
They were even nore danger ous
before the weck of the "Henry
Cl ay" forced the government to put
meani ngf ul safety standards on
st eanboat s.

TAMW
Angi e...did you accept the
chal l enge fromA W?

Dead silence...for a few seconds.

ANG E
I did.

Mriamand Judith bang their fists on the table.

SPURGEON
Just renenber: You're...we're
dealin' with a snake.

Josephi ne and Angi e shake their heads "yes."

LORELEI
I rode one of his boats |ast year.
"Il never do that again...the
food' s totally awful.
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And they wouldn't let nme offer ny
services as a cook

SPURGECN
Back in Davenport, | saw him and
anot her guy |oad a black cat aboard
bef ore we took off.

Several crewrenbers groan.

PENNY
He must've thought putting a bl ack
cat on board woul d doom us.

M Rl AM
He was wrong...damm w ong.

Mriams remark ignites the crew

BESSI E
W don't believe in superstition.

HElI NRI CH
Vee don't?

BESSI E
That's right, Heinrich! W don't!

ZENAS
(standi ng up)
And we're stronger than any
superstition out there! Right?

FULL CREW
Rl GHT!

Crewnmenbers cheer thensel ves hoarse.

ANG E
Fol ks, the whole thing is: If we
win, we get to keep the boat.

ELI ZABETH
W' re gonna w n!

Zenas sits back down.
ANG E
But...if we lose...this boat
becones hi s.

Sone personnel | ook chagri ned.



75.

PADRAI G
What ' s gonna happen to us if we
don't win?

Anot her round of sil ence.

ANG E
He told ne...we're on our own.
I ndi vidually and col | ectively.

MAJOR
No, y'all! W' re gonna w n!

CLETUS RAY
Major's right! We're gonna win it!

Cheers ki ck back in.

ELI ZABETH
That's right! This is our chance to
make that newspaper man husband of
m ne eat crow

M Rl AM
And t hem nmerchants back there that
didn't wanna hel p us oughta eat
sone crow, too!

ANG E
Let's make it official! Let's enter
that race...and win it!

Appl ause. .. nore cheers...jubilation!

PADRAI G
Name nme one ot her steanboat where
us rousters and the mate and the
rest o' the crew know each other's
first nanes!

The jubilation grows stronger.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Zenas and the boat's roustabouts | oad sacks and sacks of
grain onto the main deck.

EXT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" MAIN DECK - DAY

THE ROUSTABOUTS on "Jinks" bring sacks and sacks of grain
aboard...but w thout the zeal of the "Folly" group.
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I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

Josephi ne holds the rudder with her |eft hand and uses her
right hand to hold Angie's |eft hand.

Angi e takes deep breaths...her best buddy noti ces.

ANG E
["mjust waitin" "til they let us
cross the startin' |ine.

Josephi ne nods in understandi ng.
I NT. "CAPTAIN JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

AW reclines in a plush chair in this ritzy-Iooking gl ass
house, where a totally-confident Wodrow hol ds the rudder.

WWOODROW
Putty in our hands.

AW
As |ong as we run our race.

Wodrow turns around and cringes at AW
WWOODROW
Looka here, Al phonse! Them coons
don't know nothin' 'bout boatin'.

AW
How d they get here, Wody?

EXT. BEALE STREET LANDI NG - DAY

A SI ZABLE CROAD (one made up just about equally of Blacks and
Whites) assenbles as "Fuller's Folly" and the "Captain Jinks"
['ine up.

Nervous anticipation fills the air...especially with the
presence of SOVE UNI ON ARMY SCLDI ERS (all Bl ack).

ONE SPECTATOR who eyes "Folly" pulls out a gun...only to back
down once ANOTHER OBSERVER shoots a dirty | ook

AN OFFI Cl AL checks his watch...and finds it's 2:59 PM
I NT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TOVNER - DAY

Wodr ow wat ches the seconds tick away on his tinmepiece.
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I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - DAY

A patient Josephine watches for the official's start.

She and Angi e shake hands.

EXT. BEALE STREET LANDI NG - DAY

It's 3:00 PM..the official waves a giant flag.

Wth a full head of steam each, the two steanboats pull out!
Cheers ring out as each vessel fires its cannon.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - DAY

Angie lets out a sigh of relief...a big smle fills
Josephi ne' s face.

ANG E
At | east nobody's shot at us.

JOSEPHI NE
Yet .

Josephi ne' s BFF shakes her head up and down.

I NT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TONER - DAY
Thus far, the two steaners sail neck and neck.
Wbodr ow doesn't | ook pl eased.

WWOODROW
A. W, you wanna take the wheel ?

A W
| can't.

WOCODROW
VHAT?

A W

|"ve got sonethin' else | wanna do.

The "Jinks" pilot stares daggers at his boss...and cones
close to hitting the "Folly."

A. W (CONT' D)
Straighten it up!

Woodr ow ref ocuses on the water in front of him He
strai ghtens the "Jinks" back up
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WWOODROW
Al phonse Wlliam Smth...this
better be damm good!

AW
What good's us winnin' "Fuller's
Folly" if you' re gonna weck it?

A sly grin invades Wodrow s face.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY
M riam and Spurgeon shovel coal into a boiler.

SPURGEON
Hey, Mriam..how d you get al
t hat steanmboat know how?

M Rl AM
Vll...l"ve been listenin' to
Josephi ne...and readin" her books
about boatin'.

Spurgeon (shovel still in hand) exam nes the valves at the
rear of the boiler.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
And | once did a John who worked on
a steanboat. He was a roustabout.

Mriam (she carries her shovel) noves to the back of the
boi | er and wat ches Spurgeon open the bottom val ve.

Boi | i ng hot water energes...Spurgeon holds his nose as he
sets his shovel down to close the valve with his free hand.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
He died on the "Sultana" |ast year.

M riamopens the mddle valve...and lets boiling water out.

M RI AM ( CONT' D)
A boiler blew up...killed sonethin’
i ke el even hundred peopl e...nope,
twel ve hundred peopl e.

Spur geon nods in disbelief.
M RI AM ( CONT' D)

And that's why we gotta be carefu
with these here boilers.



79.

SPURGEON
You didn't hold your nose!

A gl eeful Mriam nods.
I NT. "CAPTAIN JI NKS" BO LER ROOM - DAY

This ship's BOLER ROOM CREW i nci nerates chairs and tabl es
for an edge on "Fuller's Folly."

Result: A W | ooks pleased.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - NI GHT

Di nner time on Angie's ship!

This tinme, Tamry, Judith, Gl bert, Bessie, and Angi e eat

al ongsi de Ri chard, Rebekah, Phoebe, O iver, Mlissa, Jacob

| saac, and Esau.

Cl etus Ray and Penny | ook after the diners.

| SAAC
Let ne tell you...the food on here
is great!

ANG E
Wl |, thank you, I|saac!

Aiver nods at Angie, then points to hinself and Ri chard.

CLl VER
We dined splendidly.

Rl CHARD
(through his bites)
Qur conmplinments to the chef.

CLETUS RAY
"Il be glad to tell '"em

PENNY
Both of 'em

Several passenger nouths fly open as Penny and O etus Ray
depart for the galley.

REBEKAH
So...l found out this steanboat's
raci ng anot her steanboat.

Esau's, Jacob's, and Phoebe's eyes |ight up.
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Yes, Rebekah. You heard that right.

TAMWY
W' re racing...our boat's racing a
ship fromSt. Louis.

BESSI E
Sone ship called "Captain Jinks."

MELI SSA
Are we gonna | ose?

JACOB
Bite your tongue, M ssy!

MELI SSA
No, Jacob! 1'd rather bite this
great food!

Mel i ssa forks sone food i nto her nouth.

ANG E
Don't worry, Melissa. W ain't
gonna | ose.

Angi e and Melissa smle at each other.

JuDl TH
We better not | osel

Judith's tabl enates cheer.

REBEKAH
Yeah...|l'd hate to see "Fuller's
Fol ly" | ose.

A few heads nod.

REBEKAH ( CONT' D)
This ship's run better than a | ot
of the steaners our famly's been
on. Alot better.

TAMWY
I like how everybody on here is
treated |i ke the human bei ngs they
really are. Everybody... period.

RI CHARD
Yeah! It wasn't run |like that when
it was the "Aura Lea."
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Oiver stares hard at Ri chard.

CLI VER
It?
Rl CHARD
Yep...it.
CLI VER
No, Richard. A boat's a "she.™
PHOEBE
| don't get it.
ESAU
Me, too.
CLI VER
A boat's a "she."” | hope you

young' uns don't forget it.
Most of the guests go back to eating...then:
BESSI E
Oiver...if a ship's a "she" and
not an "it," where's the vagi na?
One...two...three...nine eaters crack up in |aughs.
EXT. BOAT DOCK, GREENVILLE, Ms - DAY

Friday...when the "Captain Jinks" enjoys a slight |ead over
"Fuller's Folly."

I NT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TONER - DAY
AW (he's seated) and Wodrow sport snug | ooks.

AW
We got rid of half the tables and
chairs in the Gand Cabin.

WOCODROW
Now that's the AW | know

AW
That's enough fuel to get us down
to Vicksburg.

WOCDROW
At | east!
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INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY

Spurgeon and Mriam greet boil er-room newconers LUTHER BANKS
(25, Black) and MAYBELLE ALLEN (35, Bl ack).

M Rl AM
Lut her. .. Maybel l e...thank you for
joinin" our crew

MAYBELLE
Thank you, Mss Mr--

M Rl AM
It's okay. Just call ne Mriam

Lut her breathes relief...

SPURGEON
We're all equals on this boat.

...then shakes his head "yes."

LUTHER
Me and Maybelle are so dam glad to
get outa Menphis.

MAYBELLE

That place's gettin' ready to

expl ode any m nute.
Spur geon shakes hands with Maybelle and Luther...Mriam
exchanges handshakes with Luther and Maybelle. .. Luther
grimaces fromMrianms heavy grip.
Maybel | e doesn't.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

An inpressed Mriam watches Luther check the top valve on a
boi | er.

He opens the valve...and not enough water cones out to suit
ei t her crewrenber.

LUTHER
Think this'Il get us to Vicksburg?

M Rl AM
It better.

Maybel | e and Spurgeon hurry over to their coll eagues.
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SPURGEON
Mriam..we hate to tell you
this...but...

MAYBELLE

We're al nost outa coal
M riam gat hers Luther, Mybelle, and Spurgeon into a huddl e.
EXT. BOAT DOCK, MAYERSVI LLE, M5 - DAY

"Captain Jinks" continues its slight lead on "Fuller's
Folly..." until A W's steanboat hits a tangle of reeds.

While the "Jinks" crew works to untangle the St. Louis-based
vessel, Angie's boat from Davenport inches into the |ead.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER DECK - DAY
The four youngest Tornells watch "Folly" solidify its |ead.

PHCEBE
See, Melissa?

JACOB
(huggi ng Mel i ssa)
The captain was right.

MELI SSA
But the finish line's down in New
O | eans.
ESAU
Loui si ana.
MELI SSA
And we're still in M ssissippi.

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWNER - DAY
Josephine raises a fist in jubilation...Angie hugs her.

ANG E
As long as we keep this |ead and
fill up in Vicksburg..

JOSEPHI NE
Mriamtold nme we've barely got
enough coal to get us there.

Angi e nods.



84.

JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
And we don't have a guarantee

they' Il let us fuel up there.
ANG E
We' Il figure sonethin' out.

Josephi ne catches a slight glinpse of Angie, who taps her own
forehead in confidence.

EXT. BOAT DOCK, VI CKSBURG Ms - DAY

Still out in front, "Fuller's Folly" pulls into the dock
al ongsi de two other steaners: The "Magnolia" and the "Sarah."

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY
Angi e and Josephine energe fromthe stairs to the bow

Bot h wonmen crouch down the stages, then eyeball the "Sarah"
and the "Magnolia."

ANG E
If it wasn't for the "Sarah" bein'
docked here, we wouldn't stand a
single solitary chance.

Josephi ne crosses her fingers.

Mriam and Elizabeth (in crouches all their own) follow
Josephi ne and Angi e.

ELI ZABETH
| hope they renenber this is
Sat ur day, February seventeent h,
1866. .. AD, not BC.

EXT. "SARAH' MAI N DECK - DAY

Josephi ne reaches the "Sarah's" bow first; right behind her,
Angie, Mriam and Elizabeth file onto the steaner.

The four wonen watch this ship' s ROUSTABOUTS nove machi nery
around. . .when THE "SARAH S' MATE (a man in his 40s)
approaches the four "Folly" crewrenbers.

He pulls a revolver fromhis hol ster.

"SARAH' MATE
Gt offa nmah boat!

ANG E
W cane in peace!
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THE CAPTAIN (a man in his 50s) approaches the mate...then
eyes Mriam Josephine, Elizabeth, and Angie.

" SARAH' CAPTAI N
What y'all doin' on here?

This captain yanks out a pistol...and points it at the wonen.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Padrai g, Major, Heinrich, and their nine fellow rousters sit
al ongsi de Angi e, Josephi ne, Luther, Maybelle, Mriam
Spurgeon, C etus Ray, Penny, Tammy, Elizabeth, Lorelei,
Bessie, G lbert, Judith, and Zenas.

The sal oon's settings wow Maybel |l e and Lut her.
Judi th seet hes.

ZENAS
Judi th, honey...l know you wanted
to get on that "Sarah" and hel p
Angi e and Josie and Mriam and
El i zabeth. .. but. ..

JUDI TH
You damm right, Zenas!

ZENAS
But we'd all be dead by now.

Tamy eyebal I's Judith

TAMWY
By you staying aboard and keeping a
watch on the rest of the crew and
t he passengers, you hel ped keep al
of us alive.

Appl ause rings out around a stunned Judith.

CLETUS RAY
(to those around him
That's ny daughter.

It's Tammy's turn to join C ub Stunned.

CLETUS RAY ( CONT' D)
Not only does she play the piano
better than ne...she's snarter than
| am
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TAMWY
Ch, Pa. ..

HEI NRI CH
Under stood, C etus Ray...but ve're
stuck in Wcksburg, M ssissipp
with no fuel for the boat.

d LBERT
And as we speak, the "Captain
Ji nks" has retaken the |ead.
Al'l eyes turn to Gl bert.

G LBERT ( CONT' D)
One of our passengers told ne.

Angi e rises fromher seat. She scans the room
I NT. "CAPTAIN JI NKS" BO LER ROOM - DAY

The boiler crew throws additional chairs and nore tables into
the boiler.

I NT. "CAPTAIN JI NKS" GRAND CABI N - DAY
This is the "Jinks'" version of the saloon aboard "Folly."

A MARRI ED COUPLE (both 50s) stroll into the room..a space
now devoid of furniture.

HUSBAND
Honey...where're we gonna sit?
W FE
On the floor

A rat scurries across the room

Result: The coupl e eyeball each other in suspicion
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

Angi e continues to | ook across the sal oon.

ANG E
Anybody got any ideas?

Total silence...for a few nonents.

Lorel ei raises her hand...Angie points to her.



ANG E ( CONT' D)
What cha got, Lorelei?

LORELEI
Butter snokes at three hundred and
fifty degrees Fahrenheit.

Mouths fly open all over the place.

LUTHER
Uh. . . okay.

JOSEPHI NE
I read where al nbst eight years
ago, a ship called the "G ey Eagle"
used butter as a fuel for the ship.

PADRAI G
That captain nusta bean a good
chef .

M Rl AM

O a terrible one.

JOSEPHI NE
The "Grey Eagle" was involved in a
race, too...and they used grease to
fuel the ship, too

LORELEI
By the way, Josephine, grease
snmokes at three hundred and seventy
degrees Fahrenheit.

Staf fers hear A KNOCK on t he door

MAJOR
Ant weina neetin'?

Penny runs to open the door..

PENNY
Cone on in, everybody!

...and ushers Rebekah, |saac, Esau, Jacob, Melissa, and

Phoebe into the room
Last fam |y nenber to enter closes the door.

Al'l six Tornells find seats where they can.

87.
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ANG E
Don't worry. We'll be right with
y'all soon as possible.

| SAAC
It's perfectly fine.

ANG E
Usin' butter and grease sounds |ike
a good idea...sounds |ike you |ike
it, too, Josie.

Josephi ne nods while Penny sits back down.
ANG E ( CONT' D)
But how 'bout the folks in the
boi | er roonf
Spurgeon, Mriam Mybelle, and Luther gaze at each ot her.

SPURGEON
Let's do it!

Spurgeon covers his nouth when he sees Mrianms dirty | ook.

MAYBELLE
Mriam what've we got to | ose?

BESSI E
Cone on! It's worth a try!

ELI ZABETH
Take a chance, Mri ani

M Rl AM
Oh, all right, y all!

Mriam s decree triggers cheers all over the sal oon.

ANG E
Now. . . what can we do for you six
Tornel | s?

REBEKAH

(rises from seat)
Angie...we heard that you
Josephine, Mriam and Elizabeth
were nearly killed on the "Sarah."

M Rl AM
You got that right, Ms. Tornell
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| SAAC
And because of that, we've devi sed
alittle plan to enable you to
reach New Ol eans alive and safe.

JOSEPHI NE
I"'mall ears.

JuUuDl TH
Me, too!

I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

Angie sits in that plush chair as Josephine pilots the
steanboat...with both wonen in Mardi Gras costunes and
correspondi ng masks!

JOSEPHI NE
Steering this boat in this outfit
t akes some getting used to...but
I"'mglad the Tornell fam |y thought
this up.

ANG E
At | east when we get to Nyalins,
we'll blend right in.

The twosone gaze at the Mghty M ssissippi...and find
"Fuller's Folly" gaining on the "Captain Jinks."

JOSEPHI NE
Even if Mardi Gras was over two
weeks ago.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER ROOM - DAY

Maybel | e, Luther, Spurgeon, and Mriam (none in costunes)
pour barrels of butter into the boilers.

SPURGEON
| wonder what kinda stove this
woul d nake.

LUTHER
Spurgeon, | don't even wanna think
about that.

M Rl AM

We're lucky a third boat pulled up
and had all these barrels of butter
and grease and stuff.
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MAYBELLE
Nort hern or Sout hern?

M Rl AM
Couldn't really tell.

A sly grin invades Mrians face.
M RI AM ( CONT' D)

Me and Angi e and Josie and Zenas
and Elizabeth were too busy tryin'
to get thembarrels offa that boat
and onto ours.

Maybel | e nods i n understandi ng.

I NT. " CAPTAIN JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

Whodrow still pilots this steanship; he grits his teeth when
he realizes "Fuller's Folly" continues to gain ground.

A. W approaches him

AW
An't no nore furniture left in the
Grand Cabin

WOODROW
That' |l at |east get us all the way
down to Baton Rouge.

AW
And we can refuel there.

WOODROW
Coal ...or furniture?

Both nmen take in that Big Muddy view before Wodrow casts a
si deways gl ance at AW

WWOODROW ( CONT' D)
You sure you don't wanna be the
pil ot awhile?

AW
| can't.
WWOODROW
You gonna start that again?
AW
Wodrow...l"'ve got sonethin' else |

wanna try.
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Wodr ow exhal es as he refocuses on the water...only to groan
when "Jinks" runs into a sandbur.

EXT. BOAT DOCK, NATCHEZ, MS - DAY

"Fuller's Folly" pulls in.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Zenas and his crew of roustabouts dunp mail bags.

ZENAS
Quys, we're closin' in.

Sone rousters | ook confused.

ZENAS ( CONT' D)
Wth us dunmpin' these mail bags,
t hat oughta lighten the | oad.

MAJOR
Now i f that "Jinks" could stay
stuck on that sandbur a |ong
time. ..

PADRAI G
Li ke about twenty-four hours.

HEI NRI CH
Better yet: Twenty-four days.

Laughter replaces confusion anong those roustabouts.
EXT. BATON ROUGE CI TY DOCK, BATON ROUGE, LA - DAY

Sunday...that "Captain Jinks" |ead continues to shrink as
A W's steaner sails into this now not-too-busy dock.

AW hinself clinbs onto the bow. ..
EXT. "CAPTAI N JI NKS" NMAI N DECK - DAY
...and addresses five of the boat's roustabouts.
AW
(points to each rouster)
CQut! Qut! Qut! CQut! CQut!

The five nen stand there in shock.

A. W (CONT' D)
| said you' re out!
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"JI NKS" ROUSTABOUT #1
Captain, what did we do?

AW
We don't need y'all no nore!

"JI NKS" ROUSTABOUT #2
But . ..

AW
W're tryin' to lighten the | oad so
we can win the racel

"JI NKS" ROUSTABOUT #3
(to those around him
It ain't fair!

A.W and THE BOAT' S MATE grab the five nmen and escort them
off the steaner...to the indignation of the other rousters.

INT. "FULLER S FOLLY" GALLEY - DAY

In a break from cooking, Lorelei and Elizabeth brandish a
cof fee nug api ece.

ELI ZABETH
Lorel ei...thank you so darn nuch
for com ng aboard.

LORELE
My pleasure...and | thank you for
t he opportunity to serve.

The two wonen sip away.

ELI ZABETH
Not only did you hel p make ne a
better cook...you' ve hel ped nake
this a better steanboat.

Lorelei's all smles.

ELI ZABETH ( CONT' D)
If you hadn't thought of butter and
grease and their snoke points, we
woul dn't be headi ng for New
O | eans.

El i zabeth rai ses her nug...

ELI ZABETH ( CONT' D)
You saved us.
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...and Lorelei follows suit.
LORELEI
Thanks...but | thought this was a
total crew effort.
Bot h cooks click their nugs, then set them down.

LORELEI ( CONT' D)
Let's win this race first.

El i zabeth and Lorel ei hug away.
I NT. "CAPTAIN JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TONER - DAY

Wodr ow | ooks upon the water in anticipation of victory on
t hi s Monday nor ni ng.

A glum A W gazes the other way...and sees "Folly" gaining.

WWOODROW
We're three hours fromthe big
jewel...and "Fuller's Folly."
AW
Yeah. .
WWOODROW

This is whatcha wanted! ' Menber?
AW
(eyebal i ng Wodr ow)
Can you say "nutiny?"

WOCDROW
| could...but | don't wanna.

Captain AW turns his attention back to the rival steaner.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" SALOON - DAY

AQiver, Penny, and Richard try to work with poker newbies
| saac and Rebekah.

REBEKAH
(tries to shuffle cards)
Bear with ne, everybody...|'ve

never done this before.

PENNY
Take all the tinme you need.
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Rl CHARD
Yeah, 'Bekah. You doin' fine.

| SAAC
I've never seen playing cards
before in ny life.

Rebekah manages to slide five cards to each player

CLI VER
This i s your chance, |saac.

Speaki ng of player...Esau, Jacob, Melissa, and Phoebe crowd
around pi ani st Tammy, who wal | ops out a fol ksy barnburner.

The children applaud at the tune's end.

PHOEBE
Tamy, | |ove your playing.

TAMWY
Thanks, Phoebe.
(takes a bow)
Wul d any of you like to learn to
pl ay the piano?

Rebekah's and | saac's progeny eye each other...when Judith
(in her Mardi Gas costune and mask to match) sprints into
t he pl ace.

JUDI TH
Everybody! C nout to the deck!

MELI SSA
Sonmebody di e?

Crew and passengers enpty the sal oon and. .

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER DECK - DAY

...find "Captain Jinks" stuck short of the finish line at:
EXT. CANAL STREET BOAT DOCK, NEW ORLEANS, LA - DAY

A SI ZABLE CROND of spectators watches "Fuller's Folly" glide
past its rival boat...all the way across the finish |ine!

Qut in front, Benjamn joins in the crowd appl ause.
I NT. "FULLER S FOLLY" OBSERVATI ON TOWER - DAY

Josephi ne grips the rudder with one hand and turns her other
hand into a jubilant fist. A standing Angi e wat ches.
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Angie's pal brings the boat to a halt...the two ecstatic
wonen hug each other and bounce up and down.

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" BO LER DECK - DAY

Esau, |saac, Jacob, Melissa, diver, Phoebe, Rebekah, and
Ri chard hug Cetus Ray, Elizabeth, Judith, Lorelei, Penny,
and Tammy in a wild, wild celebration.

Judith rips her mask off.

G |l bert and Bessie come out, too. Elizabeth spots them

ELI ZABETH
I can't wait to wire Em|! VWhen he
reads the telegram he'll have egg
on his face!
BESSI E
And he won't be al onel
G LBERT
(to Elizabeth)
WIIl it be raw or cooked?

EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAI N DECK - DAY

Lut her, Maybelle, Mriam and Spurgeon burst out of the
boi |l er room and seek out Zenas and his twel ve roustabouts.

LUTHER
WE DDIT!

HElI NRI CH
Yes, vee did!

Mriamand Maybelle lift a surprised Zenas off his feet.

Maj or shakes hands with a weeping, equally-jubilant Padraig.
The two nmen norph that handshake into a warm hug.

Everywhere el se on the deck: Mrre hugs...cheers...jubilation
I NT. " CAPTAI N JI NKS" OBSERVATI ON TOAER - DAY

Wth the sun about to set, Wodrow grabs a rifle to aimit at
"Folly..." but AW grabs Wodrow s arns from behind.

AW
Drop it!

Wbodrow continues to grip the weapon as he tries to nove
around the glass house... A W hangs onto his ship's pilot.
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A. W (CONT' D)
| said drop it!

Whodrow flings the rifle to the floor.
EXT. "FULLER S FOLLY" MAIN DECK - DAY

Angi e, Benjam n, Josephine, and Mriamstand across fromthe
rest of the "Folly" crew and the boat's passengers.

Spur geon now hol ds a baby kitten in each hand.
Josephi ne and Angi e continue to wear Mardi G as masks.

BENJAM N
I heard that a grain shipnent
contract was at stake...and that
was the reason for the race.

ANG E
Yep. That's right.

BENJAM N
Congratul ati ons to you.

Mriam Angie, and Josephi ne shake Benjam n's hand.
Benjamn [ifts an unusual trophy off the deck...

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
As a synbol of victory...please
accept this "Silver Antlers" award.

...when AW and Wodrow wal k the stages to clinb aboard.
Angi e accepts the trophy from Benjam n.

ANG E
Thank you so very much, M. Geb.

BENJAM N
How did you do it? How did you cone
together to pull this off?

Mriamand Angie turn to Josephine.

JOSEPHI NE
It was a total crew effort...all of
us contributed. Every |ast one of
us pitched in...because we believe
in treating people |ike people.

Angi e gives Josephi ne the trophy.
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JOSEPHI NE ( CONT' D)
We believe in enpathy.

M Rl AM
Mal e, fermale, Black, Wite...any
color. If you can do it, you
shoul dn't | et nobody stop you.

BENJAM N
Wth that in mnd, Angie and
Josephi ne...why don't you take your
masks of f?

Josephi ne hands the trophy to Mriam the former and Angie
hesitate before the two ex-slaves rip their masks off.

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
Nobody' s here to shoot at you.
They' ve been kicked off the dock.

The | osing captain and |l osing pilot step closer.

AW
He's right.

WWOODROW
You won fair and square.

Angi e gestures Wodrow and AW into joining the throng.

AW
M. Geb' s right...we ain't arned.

WOCDROW
Yeah. AW sawto it.

Mriam sizes AW and Wodrow up...then shakes the two nmen's
hands (and sees both nmen wi nce from her heavy grip).

AW

Congratul ations...you earned it.
M Rl AM

Y all |ooked |ike you were gonna

beat us. How d y'all get stuck?

AW
Doct or punp broke on us.

Wodrow and AW recover fromMriams grip before they do
handshakes wi th Josephi ne and Angi e.
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WWOODROW
Thank you kindly for gettin' us
back on dry | and.

JOSEPHI NE
Wodrow, it was the | east we could
do to help.

ANG E

We didn't wanna see y'all stranded.

WOODROW
One thing's for sure: Y all know a
|l ot nore 'bout boatin' than we do.

JOSEPHI NE
It's very kind of you to say that.

AW
W weren't very kind to you after
you outbid ne for this boat:
Shootin' at you...puttin' a black
cat aboard. ..

Spurgeon worns his way to AW

ANG E
A. W, we been through worse.

SPURGEON
Speakin' of cat...the cat you put
aboard our boat gave birth.

Whodrow and A.W eyeball each other...then the baby
kittens...then Spurgeon.

JOSEPHI NE
Per haps you two can take these
kittens off our hands.

M Rl AM
Just ook at it as a consol ati on
prize.

Some people around Mriamtitter.

A W
Aw. .. what the hell?

Spur geon hands one kitten to AW while Wodrow takes the
ot her baby feline from Spurgeon.
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The two men fromthe "Jinks" eye their furry prizes...then
manage to shrug at each other.

FREEZE FRAME on the resulting goodnatured appl ause.
FADE QOUT.
THE END



