Sl eep Wl | Beast

Witten by Dillon Horner



Bl ackness.

EXT. DOMWNTOWN - DAY

M d-size town. Snowy weather. Shops on either side. A
bicycle is |laid over on the sidewal k as peopl e nove past.
Some shops have ’'closed’ signs hanging over their front
door .

An ol der worman DAISY (m d-60"s) attenpts to enter a drug
store but sees a ’'closed’ sign. She turns around and | ooks
out at the crowd and wal ks on.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY
The shop is worn down and busy.

Sone people are on their phones as others are shouting at
enpl oyee’ s.

Dai sy is tal king on her phone.

DAl SY
Ok look. I"'mgoing to run hone and
try to find those neds and then I'm
gonna drive to your place ok?

A voi ce over the phone.

DAl SY
Yes. Yes. Ck. | will bring it. No
your father doesn’t need that
stuff. I wll be there as soon as
can. Ck bhye.

An enpl oyee wal ks up with her beverage.

CLERK
Here you go na’ am

DAl SY
Thank you so nuch

CLERK
This place is getting a bit
hectic...mght be a good idea to
take that coffee to-go.



DAl SY
Hun, I was in Mssouri a few years
back. Don’t worry ’bout nme. | do
need to head on hone though.

CLERK
Yes nma’ am

Dai sy wal ks out.

EXT. HOVE/ SUBURBS - DAY
A small older hone with a garden bed out front.

Dai sy pulls up in her sedan. Goes inside.

| NT. HOMVE/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Modern decor on the walls. Ceram c Angels on bookshel ves. A
screen door.

Dai sy sets her keys in a jar by the door. She goes to the
bat hr oom

A masked man appears through the screen door and wal ks out
of sight.

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY
Dirty sink counter.

Dai sy | ooks through different pill bottles and wal ks back to
the [iving room

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Dai sy grabs the keys and | ooks behind her. She wal ks into
t he kitchen.



| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY

Stuffed fridge.

Dai sy | ooks through the fridge and closes it as the man
appears over her. She screans in fear! He covers her nouth
and takes the keys from her.

Bl ackness.

EXT. GROCERY STORE/ DOANTOAN - DAY
Vari ous people in heavy coats. 'Qpen sign’ on the door.

Custoners rush inside anongst the traffic.

| NT. GRCCERY STORE - DAY

The store is low on supplies. Standing in line are close to
30 people with only 2 clerks. A television hanging.

SUE(early-teen) is standing in line with glasses reading a
book whil e everyone else is on their phone. She waits with
her father DAVE(m d-30"s). Dave is cl ean-shaven.
Dave and the others stand and watch the President speaking.
An ol der gentl eman MARTY(60’s) noves up behi nd Dave.

DAVE

Well hey Marty...you feeling any
better today?

MARTY
| have nmy good and bad days so |I’'m
bout normal | guess...l can’t
conpl ai n, how bout you...?

DAVE
Trying to enjoy this sumer...it’s

not as easy as it used to be.

MARTY
To tell you the truth, I think we
need to head further south. The
damm col d i s pushing everyone down.



DAVE
My hone is here.

SUE
Daddy, we need to get going. CQur
show i s gonna start soon

DAVE
It will be ok I got it saved for us
to watch when we get hone, now
don’t interrupt.

They | ook up at the President on TV.

PRESI DENT
...And | know that when you sit on
the steps of a porch where a hone
once stood, or sleep on a cot in a
crowded shelter, it is hard to
i magine a bright future...But that

future will cone.

MARTY
That man just doesn’t know what
he’'s doin...it’'s a waste of our

tinme and noney is what it is...

DAVE
There is only so much that can be
done. When you’' re one man what can
you do?

MARTY
He may only be one man...but we
elected him..there was a tine when
t hat nmeant sonet hi ng.

DAVE
.l think it still does..

MARTY
Not like it was.

David and his daughter nove up in line and the clerk starts
nmovi ng packages of Tyl enol and Excedrin.

CLERK
Is this it for you sir?

DAVE
Yes thank you...you have a good
day.



CLERK
Thank you sir.

Dave and Sue start to | eave.

MARTY
You take care of yourselves now.

DAVE
Oh we’'re gonna try. There is sone
good in the world Marty...we better
start trying to find a way to take
care of it.

Dave waves goodbye and they | eave.

EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY
Trash bl ows across the busy streets.
TI TLE CARD: Gal veston, Texas.

David and Sue exit the store and get inside of an old red
94’ Chevy truck and drive away.

EXT. SEA WALL/ H GHWAY - DAY
The hi ghway al ong the coast is bare. Sun is going down.

They drive along the sea wall as Sue | ooks out at the water
hitting the shore.

EXT. TRAI LER HOVE - DAY
Atrailer hone sits on a small lot. Kid s toys out front.

They pull up and David and Sue head i nsi de.

I NT. TRAILER HOVE - N GHT

The house is noderately staged with fam |y photos. A smal
kitchen is evident.

Dave and Sue cone walking in to find Lily(30" s)wearing
readi ng gl asses, cooking fish over the stove top



SUE
Hey nonma! What’'s for dinner? Dad
say’s he’s tired of fish.

LILY
| don’t care what dad is. If he is
hungry then he will eat what |
serve him..sanme goes for you
little |ady.

Dave comnmes up behind her and rubs her shoul ders.

DAVE
Hel |l o there.
LILY
Hey honey.
DAVE
How have you been?
LILY
|’ ve been pretty good...| m ssed
you earlier
DAVE
| m ssed you too.
LILY
C non, stop babe...l gotta finish
di nner.
DAVE
Oh ok....well then | guess...Il’||

just leave you to it then.
He abruptly stops and wal ks away.

Lily goes back to work as Sue conmes in with her canera and
starts filmng.

SUE
| s di nner al nost ready nomma?

LILY
Al nost Sue, now go on and let ne
wor K.



I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

A chair and couch are in front of a big television.

Dave is dressed in pajanma pants.

He takes a seat

in his |lazy

chair and turns on the evening news. Sue sits down with her
dad while they watch a reporter tal king on the tel evision.

Dave sits

NEWS REPORTER
Attention | adies and gentl enen,
this is an announcenent. |If you are
just tuning in, we have received
word of increasing break-ins al
t hroughout the country. Especially
the southern regions, as of late.
We advi se everyone to | ock up your
cars, wi ndows and doors. This is an
update on the epidem c that has
gri pped not just the country, but
the entire world over the past 4 or
5 years.

with his daughter in his |ap.

NEWS REPORTER
What started as one of the worst
winters in recorded history has now
turned into a conplete and utter
abandonnent of the upper regions of
North America. Citizens are
fl oodi ng down south as far as they
can to survive. People s hones are
bei ng rai ded, cars are being stol en
and the interstates are cranped
with traffic that's at a
standstill.

LILY
Oh ny god Dave, are you hearing
this...?

Dave continues wat ching.

Dave doesn’t nove.

LILY
... Dave?
LI LY
Dave turn that off. | don't want

Sue to be scared. Let’'s watch a
nmovi e i nst ead.



SUE

|’ m ok mommy, |’ m not scared.
LILY

Yea well it’s not up for

di scussi on.

SUE
No I want to watch ny show

LILY
let’s watch a superhero novie or
sonmething uplifting like that.

DAVE
| need to watch this...

Lily drops her spatula and wal ks up to the television and

struggl es

The phone

Dave sits

to reach behind and unplugs it.

DAVE
Hey what are you doi ng?! How do you
think I’mgoing to know how to
protect us?

LILY
| told you that | don’t want our
daughter listening to that
stuff...now pick out a novie
because di nner is al nost ready.

rings and Dave answers.

DAVE
Hel l 0. Yes. | know. | know | just
saw it |ike you did. Don’t worry nma
we are going to be ok.

down to look at the different selections that they

have and Sue wal ks over beside him She picks up an ani mated

nmovi e.

SUE
How about this one?

Dave shakes hi s head.

DAVE
(still on the phone)
| know we need to be careful. |I'm
| ooki ng at her right now and we are
fine. Ok | love you too. See you
tonorrow, bye.



He picks up an 80’ s action novie.

DAVE
(to Sue)
Now this is nore our speed.
Sue smi | es.
LILY

Al right you two, grab your dinner
t ownel s.

| NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT
A white dinner table with red cloths on top.

Bot h Sue and Dave sit down and grab their red cloth and
cover their |ap.

Lily brings in their plates and sets them down. They start
eat | ng.

DAVE
Thanks hun.
LILY
You' re wel cone babe.
SUE
| * m hungry nonma.
LILY
So eat.
LILY
How was the store...still a
madhouse?
DAVE

Ch yes...definitely.

SUE
Monmma what’'s a nmad house?

LILY
A madhouse is what you call a place
that has a bunch of crazy stuff
goi ng on...people doing weird
t hi ngs.



10.

DAVE
..Alot of tension..

SUE
.

SUE
Hey dad...what is tension?

Dave and Lily chuckle now and she notions for himto take
t he | ead.

DAVE
Wl |l sweetie...tension is just
anot her word for being
unconfortable, |ike how dad feels
goi ng over to Nina s house.

Lily gives her husband a | ook.

LILY

Eat your dinner Sue. |’'msure you

have asked your dad enough
questions for today.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
A bl aring screen agai nst sl eepy faces.

Sue’s eye’s are closed and Dave scoops her into his arns.
heads into her small room across fromtheir bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Kids toys are scattered about the fl oor.

Sue starts to wake up now and feels a surge of energy as she

sees her father.

SUE
| mssed the novie? | always mss
t he endi ng. .

DAVE

Don’t worry, you have seen it
bef ore. Besides, you can finish it
t onor r ow.
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SUE
Real ly...?

DAVE
Now sl eep tight kid.

SUE
Wait dad! Can you sing ne a song?

Dave shrugs his eyebrows and sits down besi de her.

DAVE

What song do you want to hear?
SUE

Por gy!
DAVE

You know I | ove you so nmuch? Like
nore than anything...?

SUE
Anyt hi ng?

DAVE
Anyt hi ng. .. maybe even nore than
your nom ..don’t say anything
though I don’t want to hurt her

feel i ngs.
SUE
| won't.
DAVE
Thanks.
A beat .
SUE

...Sing the song dad!

Dave smles and softly sings.

DAVE
| loves you, Porgy. Don't let 'em
take nme. If you can keep ne, | want
to stay here with you forever...and
| d be gl ad.

Sue sniles at himand snuggles up in her bed. Dave finishes
his [ull aby.



12.

DAVE
| loves you, Porgy. Don't let ’'em
keep ne. If you can take ne, | want
to stay here with you
forever...l’ ve got ny man

He finishes the song in a whisper and she drifts off to
sl eep. .

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT
The lanp is on.

Dave sits back down beside Lily and falls asl eep.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT - LATER

The power CUTS in and out. The electricity FLI CKERS unti
goi ng dead.

Bl ackness.
Dave stands as he tries to hear for nopbvenent.

LILY
VWhat is it Dave?

DAVE
Li sten. ..

Suddenly the lights RETURN and three masked nmen are standing
not i onl ess besi de theml They point a gun.

Anot her burgl ar shakes open a trash bag and starts raiding
the refrigerator.

BURGLAR #1
Be cal mand everything is going to
be ok, your daughter won't be

har med.
DAVE
What are you doi ng?
BURGLAR #1
We need food, |I'’msorry about this.

A beat .
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The man | ooks behi nd hi m and Dave springs forward, knocking
the gun away across the floor.

Lily runs toward the gun. Dave is on top of the | eader,
punchi ng him

Lily strains until she has it.

LILY
Dave! Here!

Lily tosses the gun and Dave catches it, pointing the gun.

DAVE

Put it down now !
DAVE

| want you out of ny house..
BURGLAR #1

K...looks like we picked the wong

house this tine, but you aren’t the
only one’s who need food and
shelter...

DAVE
| f you wanted food or sone hel p,
you just conme ask...not this.

BURGLAR #1
Sonetinmes a nman has nothing to | ose
and everything to gain...and when
t hat happens...we all have to pay
that price. It’s not negoti abl e.

DAVE

BURGLAR
. NO

BANG A LOUD GUNSHOT!

Dave | ooks at the big man pointing a gun and raises his arm
to FIRE. He turns back to the two nmen and FI RES again

Dave | ooks to his wife and sees the blood. Lily is holding
bot h her hands on her chest.

LILY
l"msorry. | didn't nean for this
t o happen..
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DAVE
| know you didn’t...shhh now, you
are gonna be fine. I'mcalling an

anbul ance ri ght now see? You are
going to be fine.

LILY
lI'm..l'"m..sor-

DAVE
No...please...don’t |eave ne..

Lily's eyes close and her head falls to the floor. Dave sobs
as Sue appears.

DAVE
Oh...don’t | ook please..

Sue runs over to Dave and buries her face in his chest.
DAVE
lt’s ok sweetie, |It's over now.
They won’t hurt you.

Sue | ooks around before seeing her nom Dave conforts and
hugs her.

EXT. TOMWN LIMTS - DAY - 10 YEARS LATER
Snow covered ground. A small canp anpbngst an abandoned town.

Darting behind a deserted truck, SUE(early-20"s) hides and
waits. She is older and has red hair.

Two nmen(30’s) cone | ooking for her. They go wal ki ng by,
maki ng TRACKS in the snow.

STRANGER
Conme here girl...where are ya?

STRANGER #2
We know you are here sonewhere.

STRANGER
Aw hell...she done run off.

STRANGER #2
Looks like it.
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STRANGER
Let’s get the hell outta here. The
snow i s getting worse.
The two nen wal k back to canp allowi ng Sue to run out toward

t he woods. Carrying a backpack through the cold wi nd, she
passes through the outskirts of town limts.

EXT. WOODLANDS - DAY

The cl ouds are dark. Thorn bushes are everywhere anongst the
tree’s.

Moving quietly, Sue stops to listen. She tightens her coat
and continues hone.

EXT. WOODS - DAY
Thorny vines and snow.

Sue finally makes it to a clearing.

EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - DAY

TI TLE CARD: Texas hill-country. Ten years |ater.

A rural clearing is seen.

Sue makes her way out of it and sees hone. A two-story

wooden house is tucked away and hidden in the back corner of
the cl earing.

EXT. GARDEN FRONT YARD - DAY
A small garden with three people working on it.

Dave sees Sue and smiles. Dave's face is grizzled and he has
facial hair.

Equal Iy covered up, | SAAC(54) and AMELI A(46) wave hell o.
| saac has gray hair and a large vest. Anelia is black with
dark hair and she wears a hoodi e.
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DAVE
Sue! I'"'mglad to see you back

Sue runs over to her father and buries her face in his
cl ot hi ng.

AMELI A
Sue!

| SAAC
Hel | o!

SUE
Hey guys!

DAVE

Cnon...help ne finish this | ast
crop before we | ose the daylight.

Sue deposits sone hunted food in a w cker basket for ’Frozen
ltens’ .

EXT. WOODEN HOUSE (FRONT YARD) - DAY

The house is made fromscrap materials with a tinber roof. A
medi um si zed generator runs with a line toward the house.

Dave cones wal king up behind Sue as she discards her catch
into wi cker bin |abeled 'Freezer’ and they head toward the
house.

DAVE
So...you nmade out wth a good catch
| see...have any troubl es?

SUE
No, not nuch trouble at all. |
found the | ast one on ny way back.
| had two guys on ny trail for
awhi | e but | shook them off.

DAVE
How many?

SUE
Just two...

DAVE

And they didn’'t see you?
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SUE
No | doubl ed back Iike ya taught
ne.

DAVE
Good. .. good. Let’s get inside.
Cnrnon I'1l race ya!

They race to the door and Sue beats himby a mle.

I NT. HOME - NI GHT

A couch and sone chairs sit in the mddle of the living room
wth a fireplace. A wooden thene throughout with pictures
hung up across the walls.

Sue wal ks past Issac and Anelia s room

SUE
Hey guys how was today?

AVELI A
It’s ok. Issac caught a fish over
at the river while you were gone.
W have himsitting outside. You
should join us tonmorrow i f the
weat her hol ds out.

SUE
Nicel! I'll think about it...who
wants to cook tonight...?
AMELI A
Shit...why not you?
| SSAC
Yes please Sue! | can’t stand

anot her ni ght of burnt baked
pot at oes from '’ you know who’

SUE
... 11l fix dinner.

AVELI A
Thank you Sue! You are the best.

SUE
Yea. . .yea..
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| NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

A dirty sink. Music is playing over a small radio on the
count er.

Sue goes to the kitchen and starts cleaning up the | eftover
di shes.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Her roomis decorated with Bill Nye posters and different
fol k musi ci ans.

Sue wal ks to her bathroom and takes a shower.

EXT. TRUCK IN A FIELD (A DREAM) - N CHT

Sue and a handsonme boy are laying down on a few fluffy
bl ankets in the back of his pick-up truck.

Taki ng turns between making out and tickling, the boy
brushes Sue’s hair and they lean in for a kiss.

Sue wakes up.

| NT. BEDROCOM - DAY
Sue WAKES UP from her dream and | ooks around in a panic.

She gets out of bed and goes to brush her teeth.

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY
The mrror reveals Sue has a quiet strength and beauty.
She spl ashes water on her face and |l ooks in the mrror.

SUE
... C non..
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I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

| saac is on the couch reading his worn bible. Dave is seated
in his chair reading froma novel. The fireplace is burning.
Alittle battery powered-radio sits on the table spouting
weat her reports.

| saac takes off his glasses and Dave turns to stoke the
fire. Sue wal ks in.

Sue heads
cof f ee.

Sue grabs
and stirs.

| SAAC
Mor ni ng Sue.

SUE
Mor ni ng.

DAVE

Good norning...the radi o says our
"fun-in-the-sun’ is just about
over.

to the kitchen to pour herself a cup of left over
SUE

Well we knew that little bit of
warnt h wasn’t going to |ast.

| SAAC
Yea | figured that too but I'’m gl ad
we had it. | wish we had just one

nmore day so | could have finished
t hat damm fence-line...

DAVE
What’ s the use? What the hell is a
fence gonna do for us anyhow?

| SAAC
It’s mainly for the garden. You
know. . .

DAVE

Yea we know | saac.

SUE
WIl you two quit bickering |ike
old wonen...?

t he sugar and pours for a half-second into her cup
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| SAAC
| m not gonna say anot her word.

DAVE
Spoken |ike a true diva.

| SAAC
Wll if this is the norning s
conversation then |’ m goi ng
out si de.

| saac gets up and starts putting on a jacket.

DAVE
Don't let us stop ya...Il’'|| be out
there in a mnute.

DAVE
Don't wait up.

| SSAC
Oh | wn't.

A beat.
Dave gets up to head outside.
Sue sips on her coffee as a nman speaks on the radio.

REPORTER
It looks like the tenperature is
goi ng down again wwth a tenp range
of between 15 and -5 degrees. Those
warmer tenps we had for awhile were
nice weren't they?

REPORTER
Today is the 13th of August and the
freakish cold front that swept
through a little under 10 years ago
is just not going to let up. Chris
Dougl as, NKC News.

Sue turns off the radio and bundles up to follow the others
out si de.

EXT. HOVE (FRONT YARD) - DAY

The weat her is foreboding. The four of them work outside.
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Dave gathers up the tools while |Issac heads to the generator
for repairs. Sue heads to the barn to help gather mlk and

eggs.

| ssac continues to work on the generator as Dave and Sue
pluck the last of the crop while Anelia works in the barn.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY - LATER
The fireplace burns. Aradio is on.

The nmen cone inside and get warm Dave sits in his chair
wth a glass of tequila. He | ooks at a picture of Lily.

Dave grabs his notebook and maps out his day.

H s handwiting is seen:

First notion of the day: see to Sue, check.

Second notion of the day: finish garden, check.

Third notion of the day: see to a drink, check.

Fourth notion of the day: make plans for the day, LIVE.
Fifth notion of the day: cook, LIVE.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Coffee is brewed on the counter. Radi o on counter. Pans on
t he stove.

Dave wal ks back to the kitchen and turns the radio to a
nmusi ¢ channel . Isaac conmes in fromthe bedroom and gives
Dave a | ook about the vol une.

Dave is prepared and holds out a shot of tequila for |saac
and they both down their beverage.

| SAAC
Hey David would you m nd turning
the nmusic down a tad?

DAVE
VWhat ?



22.

| SAAC
Anel i a keeps telling me she has a
headache and I'mtrying to read..

DAVE
| saac it’s not up that loud is it?
Just cal m down.

| SAAC
Vell it is...

DAVE
Seriously?

| SAAC
Look...l"mcalm..please just turn
it down.

DAVE

You know what |saac? |’m gonna turn
it down...ok?

| SAAC
Thank you.

DAVE
But next tine...

| SAAC
Yes?

DAVE

| m ght suggest sone ear buds or
maybe some better insulation
perhaps? | could even help with the
proj ect.

| ssac wal ks back to his bedroom

| SAAC
Yea | bet.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
A shelf is lined with books. Dozens of them

Sue lays on her bed in her roomreading. She falls asleep.
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EXT. H G-WAY (DREAM - DAY

A road with short trees on either side. A truck speeds
ahead.

Lighting a cigarette, Sue turns up the rock nusic.
Speedi ng down the hi ghway now, she nods with the beat and

exits off into a suburban area until she stops at a friends
house.

EXT. SUBURBAN NEI GHBORHOCOD ( DREAM) - DAY
Ni ce houses are lined together. Famlies together.

SAM 20’ s) cones running out of her house to give Sue a hug.
She is around Sues age with bl onde hair.

SUE
Hey Sam

SAM
|’mso glad you nade it...cone
i nsi de, Mom has dinner in the oven.

SUE
How you been?

SAM
" m doing fantastic.

SUE
That’ s great.

SAM
How about you?

SUE
| * m good.

SAM
Real | y?

SUE

Yea... |’  m good.



| NT. BEDROOM ( DREAM) - DAY
Modern bedroom Toy boats for decoration.

Samturns on the TV and they junp on the bed.
on some sit-com

SAM
Oh|l like this show

Sue | ooks out the wi ndow at the falling snow.
SAM

He sure is handsone...and he
doesn’t take any shit.

SUE
And you're into that?
SAM
I nto what ?
SUE
Asshol es...?
SAM
No? What are you tal king about?
SUE
| nmean guys that don’t ’'take any
shit’.
SAM
Oh. . .yea.
SUE
You like that?
SAM
Well sure...don’t you?
SUE
Maybe... |’ mjust curious | guess.
SAM

| amfor sure..

SUE
How do you know?

SAM
| don’t know...you just know it
when you feel it.

24.

Sam | eaves it
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Sue | ooks at the 'asshole’ on TV.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
The glare fromthe noon over her.

Sue WAKES UP from her dream and | ooks around the roomin
conf usi on.

Turning on her light, Sue reaches for a worn |etter. She
renoves the contents and carefully opens the paper.

DAVE (V.Q)

Lily, I can’'t stand it anynore. |
don’t know what to do with nyself.
|’ ve been stationed here so | ong
now that | forget how things | ook
back honme. How s your nmon? If | had
known how things were going to turn
out. I'mnot sure that | would have
ever nmade that decision. | think
about it all the tinme. How is Sue?
| hate nmyself for the fact that |
coul dn’t have been there when she
was born. | will be back before you
know it! Just wait and see. \Wen
she gets old enough to walk I wll
be there to hold her. Wen she gets

old enough to talk I will be there
to listen. Tell her | |ove her. You
are always with nme in sone way. |
take confort in that. | couldn’t

make it here without that. You are
one of the few great decisions in
my life and | tell everyone. You
nmust be busy with Sue, how is that
all going? You won't be al one soon,
just a little while longer. Pretty
soon | will be there to hold her
and change her and you can take

| ong baths and watch your shows. |
know how nmuch you | ove your shows.
| want to be there to help. Just do
sonmet hing for ne...A ways think of
me when you get into trouble or
when you have sonet hing on your

m nd that just can’t shake. | know
how that feels. It helps to talk
about things. | don't know what
else to do. Al I can do is bleed
into this page and hope sone of it

( MORE)
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DAVE (V.Q.) (cont’d)
gets to you. Am| getting to you?
Am | getting to you yet? | hope so.

Wait for nme, I won't be long. I'm
ok I just need away fromthis

place. It isn't fun anynore. |I’'m
not sure that it ever was. | seem

to remenber a tine back when things
were within sight. Wthin ny grasp.
| can’t wait to | eave here and be
with you. In a sinple place. In a
sinple world. Listening to nusic, |
think of our famly. The famly we

created. | can't wait to see you
baby. Love you and see you

soon! Pl ease think of us this
way, Davi d.

Sue |lies awake in the darkness.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Roaring fireplace. Radio on table.

Dave sits in his chair with a bl anket over himand a drink
in his hand.

Looking at a photo of Lily, he listens to OLDIES MJSI C

comng out of the small radio on the table as the fire place
crackl es behind him

| NT. BEDROCOM - DAY
Morning tine. Wnd is heard outside.

Sue gets up and makes her bed before heading into the
ki t chen.

| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY
Pans are scattered about. Food is on the fl oor.
Sue tip-toes in the kitchen and turns on a light.

SUE
Jesus. ..
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a | ow MOANI NG noi se and | ooks over to find her

father laying face down on the fl oor.

SUE
Dad!

Sue runs over to himand starts shaki ng hi m anake.

| saac and
upright.

| saac and
over him

A beat .

| ssac and

SUE
Dad! Wake up
SUE
Are you ok? Dad wake up
DAVE
|"msorry kid, I"'malright. Are you

al right?

Anelia come running into the room Dave sits
AMVELI A

Dave are you ok?
DAVE

|’ mal right guys, please just give

me a mnute..

Sue help himinto his chair and throw a bl anket
| SAAC

Are you sure?

DAVE
" m ok goddamm’t | eave ne be!

SUE
K...I"lIlI finish making the coffee.

Amelia wal k back to their room and Sue starts

maki ng br eakf ast .

Dave reaches for the radio while Sue works.

Dave | ooks at her.
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| NT. BEDROCOM - DAY
Small room Many pictures and a large mrror are hung up.

Anelia sits on the bed and brushes her hair while Isaac puts
on a clean shirt.

AVELI A
Can you believe that man? You need
to find his stash and-

| SAAC
And do what with it? Huh? W need
to band together, not start fights.
Just | et himbe.

AMELI A
That poor girl doesn't need to be
t aki ng care of her daddy.

| SAAC
We all need to take care of each
other Mel...You want to go back to

[iving how we were?

AVELI A
O course | don’t...have you asked
about her yet?

| SAAC
No not yet.

AMELI A
| don’t want Sue to have to see
t his kinda thing anynore.

| SAAC
Hey, give hima break Mel, he took
us in.

AMELI A

Yea and now we are stuck with him
Where does this end exactly?

| ssac takes her in his arnms and ki sses her.
| SAAC

It is going...to end with us...in
bed. ..t oget her.

They fall on the bed and enbrace.
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| SAAC
Kinda like...right now
AVELI A
Cet off of me you crazy nman...c’ non

| ets go.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY - LATER
M d- nor ni ng. Hi ssing pan. Steam ng coffee.

Sue CRACKS several eggs in a bow and stirs them Sue opens
the oven and pulls out fresh biscuits.

As she prepares 4 plates and sets themon the dining table,
Dave cones WALKI NG over

DAVE
This snells amazing...|l’ mready for
br eakf ast today.

SUE
Yea | bet...Anelia! |ke! Foods

r eady.

Sue and Dave sit down at the table together. Sue places
di stinct red napkins for everyone and they start eating.

SUE
So | guess we better dig in for
wi nter huh...?

DAVE
VWhat’' s that?

SUE
Well we gotta get the house
fixed...help you off the floor..

DAVE
Sue. ..

SUE
... make breakfast everyday...Screw
around outside as |long as we can-

DAVE
Pl ease Sue.
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SUE
Until we can’t go outside at al
anynore...and then we are stuck

her e!
A beat .
SUE
...ho where to go.
DAVE
Not today. .. pl ease.
SUE
Yea not today...not ever.
DAVE
What do you want nme to do about it?
Huh?
SUE

What can you do about it? That’'s ny
poi nt. We are stuck...absolutely

st uck.
DAVE
| m doing the best | can..
SUE
Yea you are doing great dad...rea
good.
DAVE

l[t’s a lot better than freezin to
death! You |let ne know how t hat
wor ks for ya.

SUE
Don’t tenpt ne...

Sue gets up fromthe table ABRUPTLY.

DAVE
Sue. .. pl ease conme back

Sue SCRAPES her food in the leftover bin and throws her
plate in the sink roughly before wal ki ng past the kitchen to
her room

DAVE
Sue. ..
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SUE
| can’t take this anynore!!

She goes to her room and sl ans the door shut as |Isaac and
Amelia come wal ki ng in.

Dave tries to eat but drops his fork down on the plate and
buries his face in his hands.

A beat .

| SAAC
She will be alright.

| SAAC
Davi d?...she just needs sonme room
torunis all.

DAVE
Well that’s the problemlsaac isn't
it?...There’s no fucking roomto
run. | don’'t know what to do for
her anynore. ..

| SAAC
O course you do.

DAVE
Except to try and keep her safe,
what else is there?

| SAAC
Maybe we coul d send her on anot her
hunt before the weather really sets
in?

AVELI A
Maybe you could try not being
pi ss-drunk in the floor.

AVELI A
Sue doesn’t need to worry about
you.

| SAAC

Mel pl ease..

AVELI A
No...that little girl doesn’t need
that in her life...she has enough
al r eady.

Dave starts nervously trying to eat.
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DAVE
| " m doing the best | can here..

| SAAC
W know t hat .

DAVE
If you two find ny conpany to be
unsati sfying then please, by al
means, go stri ke out by yourselves.

| SAAC
David that’'s not what we nean-

DAVE
If you two find ny parenting skills
to be less than satisfactory then
pl ease. .. hel p ne.

DAVE
Help me won’t you?

Amelia | ook at him
ANMELI A

W’ ve been trying Dave...we have
been.

Dave starts breaki ng down.

DAVE
| don’t know what | should
do...l’ve gotten this far but now

what? | don’'t know how to handl e
this waiting...

AMELI A
Hey listen to nme...it’s going to be
ok...we are in this together.

| SAAC
You aren’t in this al one Dave.

Hol d on t he group.

EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - DAY

Tree branches crack. Snow falls.
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| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
The hallway is a brownish color. Tight space.

Sue cones out of her roomdressed up in many | ayers of
clothing and sees that Isaac is as well.

SUE
You’' re goi ng out al so?

| SAAC
| need to check the generator. Wat
are you doi ng?

SUE
| m checking on the ani nmal s.
| SAAC
You really don't need to...let ne.
SUE
No...you al ready have a job
| SAAC
| know but -
SUE

So let ne do mne...Ck?
| saac sml es.

| SAAC
k.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Fire is burning. Blankets are folded up on the couch.
| ssac puts his facemask on and wal ks outside with a slight

nod to Dave on his way out. Sue works on her gear before
| eavi ng.

DAVE
Do you really need to go outside
ri ght now?

SUE

Yes.
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DAVE
Wiy not wait until the weat her
cal mrs down in the evening?
SUE
|’m fine dad, |’ m checking on the
ani mal s real quick.

DAVE
But wait Sue | need you to--

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY

Snow is BLONNG Debris is flying around. Barn across from
house.

Sue waps her arnms around her body. Making her way across
the field she sees the snall wagon they have as a vi sual
checkpoi nt.

Sue continues her way past the wagon and into the big barn
with an ' X painted in red over the front entrance.

| NT. BARN - DAY
A cow and pigs are huddl ed together on several piles of hay.

The chi cken coup is further down and Sue nakes her way
inside to check for eggs.

She sees a coupl e chickens have died and adds sone hay to

t heir beddi ng. Sue hugs the cow playfully and it BELLOAS and
shakes, causing her to back up in fear.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY

Atree line. Little visibility.

Sue | ooks out at the field and sees a dark figure out in the
di stance. She takes off her goggles and | ooks out again,

near the tree-Iline.

She sees the dark figure is noving in closer towards them

Sue runs to the house and BANGS on the door.
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SUE
Man appr oachi ng!

DAVE
What ?!

SUE

Man appr oachi ng!

She runs over to Isaac to |l et himknow and they both head
i nsi de where Dave al ready has the door open.

I NT. LIVING ROOM ( FRONT DOOR) - DAY

The door is open. Everyone is |ooking outside. Dave holds a
deer rifle.

Dave | ooks through the scope for a closer view It is two
men wal king slowly wearing only a couple of light jackets.

Dave lowers his rifle and shuts the door.

DAVE
It’s a couple strays...heading this
way.

| SAAC
Real | y?

DAVE

They’ ve surely seen enough to comne
wanting in.

SUE
Are we going to let thenP

| SAAC
Wiy wouldn’t we let themin? They
don’t have |ong out there.

DAVE
W can’t...we don’t have the space,
or the supplies.

AMELI A
So what ?

DAVE
There isn't nuch we can do.
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AMVELI A
You want to just |eave ’~em out
t her e?

Dave sits the rifle down agai nst the door.

DAVE
| don’t want to but we know
absol utely not hing about these
peopl e and-

| SAAC
Exactly! We know not hi ng about
t hese people and you are talking
about -

DAVE
Yes | am

Dave | ocks the door and takes a seat, sipping his coffee.

Sue | ooks through the peep-hole in the door and sees white
snowfl akes falling to the ground.

| SAAC
Dave...they can stay in our room
ok?

AVELI A
| saac honey. ..

| SAAC

"1l let them

AVELI A

Just wait a m nute.

DAVE
They can’t stay...

Sue turns to the peep-hol e again, |eaning upward.
Two nmen are standing right up close to the door
Sue SCREAMS! She junps away in panic!

They turn their attention to Sue as the two nen outside hear
her.

MAN #1
Hey you in there! Can we pl ease
come in?
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Dave gets up and heads to the door and grabs his rifle. He
doesn’t open the door.

DAVE
|’msorry but...we can’t.

MAN #1
W won’t be of nuch trouble to you
folks...just need inside for a day
or so.

DAVE
W can’'t |'msorry.

| SAAC
Just let themin David goddam’t!

They | ook at each other fiercely as the two nmen outside are
YELLI NG and BANG NG on t he door.

SUE
Maybe we should let themin dad.

DAVE
If we et themin then we can ki ss
all of this goodbye.

| SAAC
Who says?
DAVE
Al in anmtter of weeks...is that

what you want ?!
Sue covers her nmouth in fear. Dave goes back to the door.

DAVE
You aren’t wel cone now | eave!

The POUNDI NG stops and so do the voices.

Suddenly LOUD SHOTS BURST t hrough the door! They all dive
for cover.

Dave gets SHOT in the leg! He scranbles to the kitchen
YELLI NG i n pai n.

SUE
Daddy!

The gunfire stops and the door is KICKED open with two nen
falling in, desperately fromthe cold.
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The two nen are freezing and trying to regain their footing.
The man with the gun goes to shoot again but the clipis
EMPTY.

Anelia raises a pistol of her own and SHOOTS t he man hol di ng
the gun, sending himto the floor.

The other man | ooks at his dead friend and SHRI EKS, darting
back outside into the cold.

EXT. THE FI ELD - DAY
Tracks are made in the snow. A steany breath

The man is running away fromthe house as fast as he can
into the cold.

Dave crawl s over to his rifle and takes ai mout the front
door and SHOOTS the runaway down into the snow where it soon
turns red.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
The door is closed. The fire still burning.

Anel i a di sposes of her pistol. David works with the door
bef ore si nki ng downwar d.

They see that his leg is bl eeding.

DAVE
Yea let’s let "emin huh...?

| SAAC
| can’t believe you..

DAVE
... W see how that woul d have went.

| SAAC
You crazy bastard!

Sue runs to get sone bandages.

| SAAC
What did you do?
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DAVE
| saved our fucking lives...You
wanna help me with this or are you
gonna keep yelling at ne?

| saac goes to the kitchen and rummages for sone |ong rags.

Sue returns and | ooks sternly at Anelia who is still in
shock.

SUE
Anmelia snap out of it!

| saac cones back with a rag and starts to tie Dave’'s leg off
with force causing Dave to CRY QUT in pain.

Sue pours peroxide and it foams up causing Dave to grit his
teeth and pound the floor with his fist.

DAVE
Jesus Christ! | believe | can fee
that. Isaac...nman...grab nme that
bottl e underneath the sink over
t here..

SUE
No! Not yet...your leg will never
stop bleeding if you start that up.
You have to wait.

DAVE
Fuck. . .

Anelia is deeply shaken and gets up to go into her room and
| saac follows after her.

A beat .

SUE
Do you know who those guys were?

DAVE
No...l didn’t recognize them But |

do know this isn’t over...not even
cl ose.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The next norning. Dave is asleep in his chair.
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Sue deci des to nmake breakfast and starts washi ng pot at oes.
Dave awakes and starts | ooking around before the nerves in
his I eg conme alive.

DAVE
Son- of - a-bi tch. .

Sue grabs a fresh bandage.

SUE
Mor ni ng dad. . .
DAVE
... Morni ng. .
SUE
How are you this norning?
DAVE
I’1l et you know in *bout 30

m nut es.
He grits his teeth as she applies nore peroxide.
SUE
Are you hungry? |I’mgoing to nmake a
bi g breakfast and we can all eat
t oget her.

DAVE
| suppose so.

SUE
| think we need it right now.

Sue heads back to the kitchen as Dave | ooks under his chair
for some pain renedy.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
A radi o plays nusic. Pans are noved around.

Sue starts fixing sone breakfast for everyone.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Snow i s seen through the bedroom w ndow. The roomis a ness.

| saac and Anelia are lying in bed together. She is quiet as
| saac hol ds her.
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| SAAC
Are you ok Mel?
AMVELI A
Yea |'I|l be ok. Just thinking.
| SAAC
| was scared too..
AVELI A
| wasn’t scared.
| SAAC
You weren’'t?
AVELI A
No...l just can’'t believe how easy
it was.
| SAAC

What do you nean?

AMELI A
...to pull the trigger...

| SAAC
You saved us..

AVELI A
| killed sonebody is what | did...
prom sed that | would never take a
life.

| SAAC
| f Dave had just talked to
them ..we could have avoi ded this.

AMELI A
|’ mnot so sure of that.
| SAAC
How can you say that?
AMELI A
| nmean | agree we shoul d have.
| SAAC
You do?
AVELI A

Yes...It just all happened so fast.
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| SAAC
| know.
They hear the nusic going on in the kitchen and Anelia
suddenly rolls over and gets out of bed, still shaky.
| SAAC
Hun?
AMVELI A
We gotta do sonething...
| SAAC
what you doi n?
AMELI A
Cone on, lets be there for Sue.
| SAAC
...alright...
| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY
Coffee is on the table. Dave is still in his chair over by

the fire.

| ssac and Anelia walk in to find Sue concentrating on the
pans of food in front of her.

AMELI A
Hey guys.

SUE
Wiy don’t ya' Il take a seat...do
you want coffee or water?

AVELI A
Wat er .
| SAAC
Cof f ee pl ease. .. bl ack.
SUE
Dad you want sone nore coffee?
DAVE
| still have sone...thank you

t hough.

Dave gets up and hobbles to the table. Sue brings the drinks
and goes back to finishing breakfast.
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DAVE
Let ne guess...we have eggs and
toast...probably sone potatoes
thrown in there too huh?

SUE
Vell...yea.
DAVE
That’'s what | thought...
AMVELI A
Dave just....c’ non.
SUE
s there sonething wong with that?
DAVE
No no...l just was...thinking you

had some talent to m x things up
once in a while.

Sue | ays down |Isaac and Anelia’s plates and then TOSSES her
dad’s plate, causing the food to fall about.

SUE
Why don’t you take another pull and
shut up...

Everyone eats nervously as Dave remains silent.

SUE
So are we going to tal k about what
happened yest erday?

A beat .

| SAAC
Not much to talk about...we killed
two peopl e.

Anot her beat.

DAVE
...After they started shooting at
us. ..

| SAAC
Ch no, we both know they were dead
before that...



SUE
So we shouldn’t have a say at all?

| SAAC
A say...?

SUE
We shoul d just open our doors to
everyone that wal ks up on our hone?
That doesn’t nake sense.

AVELI A
And this makes sense? This right
here makes sense? Sue c’ non.

| SAAC
They m ght have been nice people
t hat coul d have hel ped us! They
m ght’ ve had sone supplies..

DAVE
Firewood isn't our worry...its our
food supply.

| SAAC

They m ght have had sone food!

DAVE
...We don’t know how long this
winter is going to last and we
can’t assune we have enough as it
is.

AVELI A
What if they had nore food? or a
vehi cl e near by?

DAVE
W don’t know. ..

AMELI A
Wth nore food and water?

| SAAC
Ri ght we don’t know.

DAVE
They had a gun. We know t hat
much. ..that’s what we know for sure
isn't it?

A beat .



DAVE
We know t hat because they started
shooting at us...

AVELI A
We don’t know shit.

DAVE
Jesus christ Anelia! Look at ny
| eg!?

AMELI A
We knew they were freezing to death
and wanted inside to get warm..we
denied thementry and they shot you
for it!

DAVE
| happen to renenber you shooti ng
one of themin response.

| SAAC
Dave pl ease.

DAVE
Am | right? Thank you by the way,
you saved our |ives.

AVELI A
Dam you. .

SUE
... Anelia...

DAVE

Pl ease trust ne that there would
have been zero good in letting them
in...

DAVE
.. Everyone is out to survive and
that includes us...| trusted you

both because | had to...so we woul d
survive.

| SAAC
Exactly you took us in...

DAVE
We built this place for us. For our
size and for our consunption |evel.
There is no roomfor anyone el se.
|’msorry it has to be that way but

( MORE)

45.
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DAVE (cont’d)
| didn’t make the rules...l’mjust
trying to keep us alive.

Everyone is quiet.

| SAAC
What happens when nore people find
this place?

DAVE
| don’t know Issac...we aren’t
ready. ..

SUE
So what should we do?

DAVE

Prepare as best we can and
t hen. .. pray.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY
Late evening. The weather is getting worse.

| saac and Sue are outside feeding the |ivestock and bringi ng
in firewood.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
A fire crackles in the air. A radio plays nusic.

Anrelia’ s hands are drenched in putty as she stuffs the
mud- | i ke substance into a hole.

Dave is seated on the couch going through the different
t ool s.

DAVE
Fill it in...until you don't fee
anynore cold air com ng
t hrough...and then keep packi n.

AMELI A
Cnmere and hold this up for ne..

Dave hobbl es over as the front door OPENS.

| saac and Sue come in fromthe cold and Sue tries to CLCSE
t he door.
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DAVE
(sarcastic)
Well isn't it nice to see ya’'l
back safe and sound...how s the
weat her...?

| SAAC
Screw you. .

SUE
(cl osing the door)
C non...there.

DAVE
Your getting stronger every
day...mght conme in handy late in
t he season.

| saac goes to his roomwhile Sue takes off her facemask and
sees her father’'s glass of liquor sitting on the table.

SUE
poi nti ng)
What is that!? | told you to wait!
DAVE
It’s ok sweetie...ny leg is feeling
better...look here, Anelia has
fixed the hole in the wall. That

will help keep the tenp in here.

Sue goes to her room and |Isaac wal ks in, |ooking outside
t hrough the w ndow.

Dave is sitting in his chair with a bl anket over him and
drinking fromhis gl ass.

| saac sits down besi de Dave and grabs a bl anket .

The radio is playing THE I NK SPOTS - "I DON T WANT TO SET
THE WORLD ON FI RE’

A beat .
| SAAC
|’ ve been studying fromthe Book of
Revel ations recently. ..

DAVE
...ls that right...?
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| SAAC
What do you think?

DAVE
| think...but who really knows? |
mean ¢’ non...people have been
tal king since the start of tines.

| SAAC

| ve been reading a few things-
DAVE

But it’s just as well...do we

really think this is the first tinme
sonething |ike this has happened?

| SAAC
| guess...it mght not be.

DAVE
|"d bet this has happened before.
W are just the newest recipients
of it...

| SAAC
VWhat ?

DAVE
...this whole thing is starting to
get redundant.

| SAAC
How can you say that...? You have a
daught er ?

DAVE
.1 love Sue but...l can’t inagine
what’s out there. What’'s waiting

for us...

| ssac gets up and wal ks over to the dish strainer and picks

up a snal
arm

gl ass and goes back besi de Dave, reaching out

| SAAC

(grins)
| wouldn’t mind a pour.

Dave sniles and pours sonme of the tequila. Issac takes a

whi ff and

does a sort of snort/cough reaction that Dave

fi nds hunor ous.

hi s



A beat .

DAVE
You are supposed to drink it not
sniff it man.

| SAAC
You know...that Sue can really
cook.

DAVE
Yea she is a talented kid...gets it
from her not her

| SAAC
Was she a good cook...?

DAVE
(taking a drink)
Ch hell yes...Lily was absolutely
amazi ng.

DAVE
Lily was the nost confident person
| ve ever known...nuch nore so than
me. | was worried sick when we got
pregnant with Sue. She cal med ne
down. ..she was good at that.

| SAAC
| know you m ss her...

DAVE
You know this one tinme early on in
our...l was working nights and so |

woul d have to sleep during the day.
Vel |l as confident as this wonen
was...she woke me up to tell ne
that there was a rat in our house!

| SAAC

A rat?!
DAVE

Yes! A big ass rat...| freaked out.
| SAAC

"1l be damm.

Dave gets up now, waving his arns.

49.
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DAVE
t hought surely she could handl e
t but she cone running to
me...like I would handle it any
better...?

| SAAC
Did you take care of it?

DAVE
| went running for ny life just
like she did! W finally just
opened the door and let himrun out
the door...we | aughed for Iike an
hour after that.

Dave hobbl es back to his chair and sits.

Nei t her man says anything as the SONG continues and the fire
crackl es and burns.

| SAAC
|’ ve never heard you speak of
prayer until today...

| SAAC
...a little under ten years now and
| haven’t heard a single word.

DAVE
So what ?

| SAAC
So now t hat you brought it up, |
felt Iike I could ask you about it.

DAVE
So ask. ..

| SAAC
What are we gonna do?

DAVE
We are going to keep up our plan
and routine...try and live out the
Wi nter so we can collect nore cone
spring...l think that-

| SAAC
No really...what do you think we
shoul d do?
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DAVE
Do?...1 think...we are...| don't
think there is anything we can do.
| SAAC
So you're a pessimst?
DAVE
No I"ma realist.
| SSAC
Every pessim st says that...
DAVE
|’ mnot anything...l’ mjust another
man.
| SAAC
So you don’t believe in anything?
DAVE
What are you getting at here...?
| SAAC
Just hunor ne Davi d.
DAVE
|”mworried about this life.
| SSAC
Do you really think this is al
there is?
DAVE
| s there another option |’ m not
awar e of ?
| SAAC

Well yes...there is the Bible. It’s
never too | ate.

DAVE
Until it is...right?

| SAAC
It’s a way to nove forward.

DAVE
Is that what it is?

Dave turns his glass up, draining the remaining liquid. He
pulls out the bottle and refills his gl ass.



DAVE
You know | saac...|l was happy...|
really was.
| SAAC
And you can be agai n.
DAVE
No |Isaac. You aren’t listening to
me...|l was happy. As in past tense.
| SAAC
Yea?
DAVE

| woke up with a smle and went to
work on ny dreans. It was |like |
had a purpose and | knew exactly
what it was that | was supposed to
be doing with ny life.

| SAAC
You still have your purpose
sl eeping in her bed...can’'t you see
t hat ?

DAVE
| know...and | feel her sleeping
away fromne all over again.

| SAAC
What happened?

DAVE
Sone teenagers burst into ny house
because they were starving and
cold...this world that we live in.

| SAAC
| msorry David..

DAVE
He tal ked about the burden that we
pay for being here...and we all
have to pay the price. Its not
negoti abl e.

| SAAC

52.

Dave | ooks over and sees Issac allowi ng his glass to be
filled once nore.
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DAVE
The l ook in his eye when |...so
pl ease forgive ne for not being
able to daydream through life ok?
surely would but | can’t get these
t houghts outta ne.

| SAAC
It’s not day dreaming David. It’'s
letting go of those things and
leaving it up to him

DAVE
Take a | ook outside |Isaac. Have
your seen this world?

| SAAC
(sips fromhis cup)
Yes...maybe we have to earn it.

DAVE
...Ch yea...yea that’s what it
is...

| SAAC
| " m serious David.

DAVE
What are we going to do about Sue?

| SAAC
What do you nean?

DAVE
W can’t |let her go exploring
anynore. It’s too dangerous.

| SAAC
k.

The two nen sit with the nusic hovering above them Dave
eventual ly drifts off to sleep

| ssac sits down his enpty glass and turns out the |lights and
nmusi ¢ before going to bed.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
The night is silent except for snoring.

Dave wakes to the sounds of sudden SCREAM NG
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DAVE
(waki ng up)
What ' s wrong?

| SSAC (O S)
Hel p! Cone qui ck!

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Sue cones alive to YELLI NG

She gets dressed enough to wal k outside and hears pleas from
| saac’ s room

| NT. | SAAC S ROOM - NI GHT
Anelia is blue in the face. She unresponsive.

Sue runs inside to find Issac on top of Anelia. lsaac is
giving her nmouth-to-nmouth with tears in his eyes.

| SAAC

Go get the DEFI BRI LLATORI HURRY
PLEASE!

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Sue runs across the hall and into the kitchen where she
rummages through different objects and throws things around.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Dave comes wal ki ng in.

DAVE
What the hell is going on?

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Finally finding it, Sue runs back into the bedroom and
starts setting up the two patches on her chest.

Moti onl ess, Anelia bounces upward when Sue admi nisters a
qui ck SHOCK t hrough her body.



55.

DAVE
VWhat t he-

| SAAC
Do it again!

Sue SHOCKS her again. And four nore tines.

There is nothing nore she can do as Anelia is unresponsive
and I ssac goes running into the bathroom WAI LI NG

Sue cries and Dave conforts her.

SUE
What’ s goi ng on dad?!

DAVE
| don’t know...l’' m not sure.

DAVE

It’s going to be ok...l'"msorry
Sue.

SUE
What’ s happeni ng?

Dave is powerl ess.

DAVE
| don’t know.
SUE
What ?
DAVE
Sue it’s going to be ok...l’msorry

cone here pl ease.

He conforts her anong the chaos and confusion.

EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - DAY
Morni ng. A storm bl ows through.

An ani mal wal ks through the snow.
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| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
The radio on the table discusses the alleged forecast.

Dave is reading a novel as Sue shuffles cards on the table.
| saac reads his bible.

Dave and Sue are playing 'I-Spy’ and picking random pl aces
on the walls with shadows flickering.

SUE
Is it the fire...?

DAVE
Nope. . . guess agai n.

| saac gets up and shoves the blanket to his seat on the
couch and wal ks to the kitchen to pour hinself a hot cup of
cof f ee.

The chirping bird-clock on the wall bel ches out to signify
the tine.

SUE
It's the clock!?

DAVE
(slans his book cl osed)
Son-of -a-bitch..

A voi ce cones BOOM NG from out si de the door.

MAN
Hello in there!

They remain still.

MAN
Coul d you pl ease open the door so
that I may speak to the head of
t hi s househol d?

Dave starts noving his arns about in a | aughabl e manner an
order to convey a nessage to Sue.

| saac gets up and wal ks to the door w thout a word.

DAVE
| saac wait!

| saac opens the door, revealing a smaller sized young man
shivering in his coat.
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| SAAC
What do you want ?

YOUNG MAN
| desperately want to get warm. .if
only tenporarily.

| saac steps aside while Dave is funbling for his pistol.

SUE

| saac what the hell are you doi ng?
| SAAC

What we shoul d have done the first

time. ..

Ri |l ey(20's) has longer hair and his face | ooks |Iike he
hasn’t had a shave in a week or two.

He stands shivering.
Wearing many coats and |ayers of clothing...The young man

takes his beanie off his head and holds themw th both hands
down in front of himnervously.

DAVE
Who are you?
Rl LEY
My nane is Riley...
| SAAC
How did you find us?
Rl LEY
| just stunbled unto the
pl ace. .. honest. | only saw your
lights after hiking a ways...| got

separated fromthe group

DAVE
G oup? What group?

Ri | ey | eans back and forth on each foot.

Rl LEY
The power finally went out in town
and sone of us volunteered to go
find help...the plan was to go out
at daylight and hopefully find
somet hi ng or sonebody in tinme but |
got lost...



| SAAC
What happened?

Rl LEY
| ran ny truck way off the road
crunpling two different tires...
couldn’'t afford to wait around in
the truck and hope soneone found
ne.

SUE
So you just went wal king...?
Rl LEY
...Yea. | was really lucky that I
found this place when | did..
DAVE
Well...don't feel too |ucky just
yet .
| SAAC
Davi d. ..
DAVE

No! |saac you see what happened to
ny |eg?

Rl LEY
| don’t have a gun and | woul dn’t
hurt anyone.

| SAAC
See...he doesn’t have a gun! What
are we gonna do? Send himout to
di e?

SUE
No we can’t do that.

Dave stands up on his tw feet now.

A beat .

DAVE
| say what we can and cannot do!!

SUE
Dad. .. maybe we should give hima
chance.
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DAVE
(pointing at |saac)
Ok you check hinm Now. Mke sure he
doesn’t have a gun

DAVE
That neans taking off all of his
fucking clothes and patting him
down thoroughly Isaac...

Ril ey proceeds to take his clothes off until he has just his
t-shirt and pajana pants on.

| saac pats hi m down.

| SAAC
Sorry...but we have had sone rough
encounters with strangers lately.

Rl LEY
Ohit’s ok...1"mjust glad to be
out of the cold.

| SSAC
He's cl ean Davi d.

A beat .

DAVE
Do you think you could find your
truck if assisted?

Ri | ey nods.

DAVE
What supplies do you have in your
truck?

Rl LEY
| have 5 gallons of water. Sone
canping gear with a little netal
pan. .. knives and fishing gear. A
fully | oaded pistol and a box of
ener gy bars.

DAVE

(skeptical)
Your telling ne that you are | ost
in the woods and your truck is
br oken down and your only choi ces
are to trek blindly in the cold
woods or use that pistol and cal
it a day?...and you chose wal ki ng
in the snow...?
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Rl LEY
Well...sure. I"mnot gonna go out
i ke that.
Dave scoffs.
DAVE

What ever you say kid...

DAVE
.. Ok | ook, you can sleep on the
couch here tonight and Issac wl|
assi st you to go | ooking for that
truck tonorrow

Rl LEY
Thank you so much...sir.
DAVE
It’s whatever.
Rl LEY
| really appreciate your
hospitality.

| saac scoffs now and Sue helps Riley find a place for all of
hi s cl ot hes.

@ui ding himthrough their small wooden hone, Sue goes to the
back of the house.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
The hallway is dark and cranped.

Sue takes himto a back roomwhere Riley |ays his bel ongi ngs
down. She gives himthe tour as he follows along with his
hands in his pockets, wearing a grin as he | ooks at her.

SUE
So where did you say you were fronf

Rl LEY
.1 didn't say..

Sue stops to ook himin the eye.

Rl LEY
|"moriginally fromFlorida, but ny
famly noved to Stephenville years
ago before this craziness started.
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SUE
You were in Texas before the stornf

Rl LEY
Yea but | was young though..

Sue | ooks at his blue eyes and stubble face. Riley |ooks at
her freckled cheeks and rosy red |ips.

DAVE (O S.)
Sue. Cone in here..

Still looking at one another, Sue grins and turns away to
wal k toward the |iving room

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Dave sits in his chair by the fireplace.

Entering the living room |ssac gets up fromthe couch
across from Dave and heads for his room Sue sits down while
| saac stops and | ooks at Riley.

| SAAC
|’ mglad you found us...

Rl LEY
Thanks...for taking ne in..

| SAAC
Sl eep wel .

Sue | ooks at her dad and he back at her. Dave gets up and
wal ks over and takes his daughter into the hallway.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
They stand al one together. Socked feet on carpet.
Dave | ooks at Sue.

DAVE
What are you doi ng?

SUE
| " m not doi ng anyt hi ng. .



DAVE
| saw you two.

SUE
...He's cute so what?

DAVE
W don’t know himat all...Sue?

SUE
" mold enough that | should be
able to make this decision. |
shoul d be out of the house by now

DAVE
Not by nuch..

SUE
What if this never happens for ne
again? What if this is ny only
chance?

DAVE
Yes | know...just be careful.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

Sue takes a seat beside Riley on the couch beside the
firepl ace.

Dave scoffs linping away to his bedroom

SUE
Are you hungry?

Rl LEY
No t hanks. ..

SUE
Seriously?

Rl LEY
| m ok.

SUE
You're not hungry at all? After
al nrost freezing out there in the
col d?
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Rl LEY
Ok...maybe | could eat a little
sonet hi ng.

She grins and he sm |l es.
SUE
(nmocki ng)
Yea | just wal ked all through the
snow and al nost froze to death, but
yea | 'mjust stuffed to the gills
ri ght now.

Sue goes to the kitchen and puts up silverware out of
nervous habit.

| NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Pork chops in a pan. Water in gl asses.

Sue sighs as she w pes her brow She walks into the living
room hol ding two plates and sits them down on the table in
front of the sofa.

Rl LEY
Thank you...very nuch

SUE
Your wel cone...be right back.

Sue heads to the hallway.

| NT. | SAAC S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Pictures on the wall. Anelia’ s face.

Stepping into Isaac’s room Sue |ooks at the pictures on the
wal | .

| saac is lying in bed on his back, |ooking at the ceiling.
SUE
Here is dinner lke...Pork
chops. .. hope you like it..
She | ays the plate on his dresser.

| saac rolls over.
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| SAAC
Thank you Sue...Be careful wth
t hat boy ok?

SUE
SO wi
| SAAC
But...don't deny yourself
happi ness.

Sue smles back at himand wal ks out, closing the door
behi nd her. Isaac then rolls over in bed.

| NT. DAVE S BEDROOM - NI GHT
A mni TV on top of a dresser. Clothes scattered everywhere.

Dave watches a tape froma ’'93 Cowboys ganme and Sue narvel s
upon entry.

SUE
Jesus. . .dad?..

DAVE
What? Gve me a break...|’ve been
shot .

SUE
Yea...right...here’s dinner. I'm

sitting it here on your
dresser..see it?

DAVE
Thanks sweeti e.

SUE
Goodni ght dad.

DAVE
Goodni ght .

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Riley eats fromhis plate. Fire is burning.
Sue cones and sits down next to himand they eat together.

Ril ey slows down his eating.
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Rl LEY
| sure hope...| sure hope they
aren’t in their roons on ny
account ?

SUE
Oh no. ..

Rl LEY

Real ly...?

SUE
They usually do their own thing
come night tine.

Rl LEY
. .. good.

SUE
We sonetinmes do group things
earlier in the day, |ike when you
showed up. ..

Rl LEY

Yea | was a little nervous your dad
was going to shoot ne there for a

m nut e.
SUE
| was too...
Riley is shocked.
SUE

Don’t worry though. He usually has
good j udgnent.

They finish their neals and she collects the plates and puts
themin the sink and goes back to sit next to Riley.

SUE
What are you thinking...?
Rl LEY
|"mthinking the food is really
good.
SUE
Thanks. ..
Rl LEY

...want to...
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SUE
Yea?
Rl LEY
Ch. . . not hi ng.
SUE
No really...l wanna know?
Rl LEY
Vell...l was thinking.
SUE
Yes?
Rl LEY

Just . ..about how beautiful you are.

They | ook at each other and Sue waits for himto nmake the
first nove. She leans in and kisses Riley on the |ips.

They kiss in front of the fire.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
The next nmorning. TV still blaring.

Dave gets up and |inps out of the bedroom door.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
A coffee pot is boiling.

Dave pours hinmself a cup. Riley and Sue are |aying together
with a bl anket over the two of them still asleep.

Riley' s eyes bolt open at the sight of her father.
Ril ey gives Sue a quick shrug.

SUE
(to Rl ey)
How did you sl eep?

Rl LEY
(di sbelief)
.1 slept fine...thanks.
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DAVE

Ch shut up will ya? | already saw
it.

| saac cones wal king into the kitchen and grabs his purple
coffee cup and extends his arm forward.

DAVE
Don’t worry lIsaac...|l won’t forget
about ya.

Sue heads to her room

| saac wal ks toward the wi ndow and | ooks out at the barren
| andscape. Dave goes to sit down at his chair, both nen
drinking their coffee.

Riley sits there on the couch to hinself.

A beat .
DAVE
So...M. Riley? You want sone
cof fee?
Rl LEY
...um.sure..
DAVE

Well you have two | egs, the
coffee’s waitin’.

Ri |l ey, unsure of hinself, gets up and goes to pour a up.

DAVE
As you can see...ny |leg has been
shot by intruders and |’ ve al ready
sat down...lsaac here could have
gotten you a cup of coffee..

DAVE
(to Isaac)
You are the one who decided to |et
this guy in...Wat? He's good
enough to let in but not good
enough for coffee? Is that right?

| SAAC
Davi d...shut up

DAVE
| just | oathe your hypocrisy is
all.



RI LEY
(hol ding a cup)
It’s ok, | have sone right here.
| SAAC

|’ mnot a hypocrite...that is your
depart nent.

DAVE
Not the way | got it
figured...|saac.

| SAAC
s that right?

Rl LEY
Pl ease fellas...don’t fight on ny
account .

A beat .

| saac goes to sit on the sofa and Riley stands in the
kit chen.

DAVE
| saac as rough as | know it m ght
be, we need you to help Riley here
find his truck

| SAAC
(turning to Riley)
How far away is it?

Rl LEY
4...5 mles.

Sue cones wal king back in, with nore cl ot hes.

DAVE
A coupl e packs sounds like it
shoul d do the job...Rley? You
t hi nk you could haul an extra one?

Rl LEY
.. Sure..

SUE
| can go...|l know the terrain
better.

DAVE

Sue | would rather you stay here.
It’s bad enough parting with half

( MORE)
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DAVE (cont’d)
of our group now please just listen
to me for once ok?

RI LEY
Yea Sue...we got this.

Sue | ooks at himand turns wal king off to her room

| SAAC
| can be ready to head out in |ess
t han an hour.

Rl LEY
Ok sane here.

DAVE
Ok then...it’'s settl ed.

EXT. WOODLANDS - DAY
The trees are bare anongst the snow covered ground.

| ssac and Riley are dressed in nultiple layers of clothing
and wal ki ng steadily.

| ssac treks through snow squinting his eyes. They cross a
stream and wal k up and down nmultiple hills.

EXT. SNOW COVERED HI LL - DAY
A | arge snow covered hill.

| saac and Riley are clinbing upward.

The weat her has broke for a nmonment and they can finally ok
around. l|saac is managing upward but falls and HTS ar

down below. Riley rushes downward to help

| o
ock

Rl LEY
| saac! I'l|l be there in a second
just hold on.

Rl LEY
X...where does it hurt?

| SAAC
.1 think I’ m ok.



EXT. HILL
Trees are
Wl ki ng al

Ri |l ey can
pat hs.

They conti
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Rl LEY
...c’ ' non...we gotta keep noving.

(H GH GROUND) - DAY
down bel ow. A wooden bridge is seen

ong now on along the top of a hill, Issac and
see down below an ol d bridge that connects the

Rl LEY
Hey |l ook at that! This is the way.

| SAAC
A clearing...c’ non let’s get
down. ..carefully this tine.

Rl LEY
Yes carefully is probably quicker.
nue on.

| SAAC
| haven’t had a fall like that in
many years.

Rl LEY
Have you done nuch hi ki ng?

| SAAC
Oh yea...all the tinme.

| SAAC
VWll...not so nuch anynore as you
can tell

Rl LEY
You from’round here?

| SAAC
Oh no, | used to live in the city.
| still went out and travel ed but

nost of my life has been spent
wal ki ng on concrete.

Rl LEY
How di d you get here?
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| SAAC
Same way everyone else did...didn't
have much choi ce.

Rl LEY
Yea | guess...ny famly noved here
before the stormso | didn't see
it.

| SAAC

Vell...you re seeing it now aren’t
you?

EXT. BRI DGE - DAY
Wbbly and falling apart. The bridge is suspect.

Down bel ow now, Issac and Riley make it to this
wooden- bri dge.

| SSAC
| mnot sure about this...
RI LEY
Oh ¢’'non...you don't think it’s
sturdy?
| SSAC
No...no | don’t.
Rl LEY
Just let a young guy teach you

sonet hi ng.

Riley briskly wal ks along the bridge until making it to the
ot her side. He wi pes a bead of sweat and turns to |ssac.

Rl LEY
See! Nothing to it...just don't
spend a lot of tinme on each
step...you can do it.

| SSAC
yea...you nean hurry up before
t bre

Rl LEY
C non! W gotta get going before we
| ose the light.



| ssac slowy steps up to the bridge and nmakes his
across. The wi nd suddenly picks up and the bridge

novi ng and squeaki ng.
Riley freezes.

Rl LEY
Don’t stop! Keep goi ng!

| ssac panics and starts RUNNI NG across the bridge
tilt

The maki ngs of the bridge start com ng undone and
th

at the bridge is giving way.

Rl LEY
Move your ass! Right now
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way
starts

at full

Ri | ey sees

| ssac dives and falls into the dirt on the other side as

Ril ey grabs unto him

Rl LEY
Holy shit are you alright?
| SSAC
(panti ng)
Yea. . .yea.
Rl LEY

Alright well lets go.

EXT. WOODLANDS - DAY
Level ground. Surrounded by bare trees.
They continue their way on and Ril ey | eads.

Rl LEY
We shoul d be here anytine. ..
shoul d be seeing ny truck.

| SAAC
| believe you...l just hope we find
it before dark.

Rl LEY
Lets talk about literally anything
ot her than that.

A beat .
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| SAAC
| sure miss the city
sonetines...Mel and | would wal k 5
or 6 blocks just to get these
certain bagels.

Rl LEY
Bagel s?

| SAAC
Yes! They were bl ueberry bagels
wi th cream cheese inside.

Rl LEY

VWait...who's Mel? Agirlfriend?
| SAAC

Oh...yea...yea sonething |like that.
Rl LEY

Ok so bl ueberry bagels...go head.
| SAAC

Yea. . . bagel s.
Rl LEY

No continue...nmy nouth is watering.
| SAAC

My point was...life used to be a

lot different...

Rl LEY
Look! Look here.

Riley is pointing at a BLACK TRUCK off in the distance and
they both run toward it.

| SAAC
Hey we found it! How bout that?

Ril ey wal ks over to the side of the truck and starts trying
to open the door.

Rl LEY
Yea but now we gotta get it open...
c’'nere, help nme with this.

They manage to break open the door. Riley starts rummagi ng
t hrough his gear.
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Rl LEY
Alright...start filling up your
bag.
| saac starts searching through the vehicle and filling a

bag.

| saac steps out and Riley goes in. Isaac | ooks over across
the field to see a small group of nmen wal king up toward

t hem

| SAAC
Riley...you got a gun stashed away
in there?

Rl LEY
Yea why?

| SAAC
Cet it...sonme people are wal king
up.

Rl LEY

Real | y?...aw shit.

Three younger nen (30's) wal k up in heavy coats. They are
rough | ooki ng and snoki ng cigarettes.

| saac steps out front while Riley is still in the truck.

MAN #1
(to the others)
Man this truck | ooks sick.

MAN #2
Ch yes...fine instrunent of
transportation right here.

| SAAC
Can | help you gentl enen?
MAN #1
Well...as a matter of fact...yes.

Yes you can. See we have went out
hunti ng and have not seen a damm

t hi ng.

| SAAC
That’s a shane...if you go out to
the northwest there a ways...lots

of small ganme. You shoul d have
better | uck.



MAN #1
We just happened to conme fromthat
way...and we didn't see nuch... but
we see sonething now...don’t we
boys?

MAN #2
Oh yea that’s right.

MAN #3
Yea what you got in the truck?

MAN #1
(to the other man)
You shut the fuck up! | ask the
guesti ons!

| SAAC
|"mafraid we were just |eaving.

MAN #1
s that right?

| SSAC
Unfortunately.

MAN #1
That is unfortunate...who is this
behi nd ya?

Ril ey steps out beside |saac.

Rl LEY

I"’mRiley...what is your nanme?
JOHN

You can call nme John...this is Mtt

and Lucas.
JOHN

...well Riley...I"mafraid we are

gonna need that truck.

| saac stands still as Riley nmakes his way in front.

Rl LEY

We cane to get sone supplies out of
it first. It’s stuck but if you can
get it free then it’s yours...how s
t hat ?
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JOHN
That sounds like a pretty fair
deal ...l have to admt.

Rl LEY
Alright...we’'ll be on our way in a

nmoment t hen.
Ril ey and Isaac start to finish packing.
John wal ks toward the front while the other two flank them

JOHN
Just because | said the deal was
fair...doesn't nean that | was
going to take it.

Ril ey | ooks around at I saac.

Ri | ey suddenly TACKLES John to the ground as |saac punches
Matt in the face; breaking his nose.

John qui ckly manages to get on top of Riley and is PUNCH NG
himrelentlessly. |Isaac WRESTLES with Lucas until knocking
hi m unconsci ous on a rock.

| saac grabs the pistol sitting in the truck seat and points
it toward Matt’s head. John has a knife to Riley's throat.
It’s a stand-off.

| SSAC
... Stop!
JOHN
You want hi nf!
| SAAC
Stop right now
JOHN
You want hi n!
| SAAC
11 kill himl swear to god!!

John gets up suddenly and throws his knife to the ground.
Matt is holding his bloody nose while Riley’'s face is badly
beat en.

JOHN
Alright...alright...I let him
go...now you
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| SAAC
Back away first...Now

JOHN
C non Matty let’s go...grab him

Matt runs to get Lucas and they wal k away w th John.
Ri |l ey can hardly nove.

| saac runs over to himand hel ps himsit up. Looking back,

| saac sees John still eyeing them as he wal ks away.
| SAAC
Conme on buddy, we gotta get noving.
Rl LEY
(moans)
| SAAC

| know...Cone on.

| saac hel ps carry Riley al ong.

EXT. WOODS - DAY
A campfire.

John FIRES a weapon in the air as Matt and Lucas try to keep
warm John SCREAMS in frustration

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
Di shes in the sink. Coffee steaning.
Pouring hinsel f another cup, Dave stops and |i stens.

He | ooks down.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Afire is burning. Aradio is playing on the table. Dave
sits in his chair with a bl anket.

Sue cones into the roomas the radio plays an ol dies song.
They |isten together.
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Sue snmiles at the old tune and Dave sm | es back, w ping at
his face.

Sue turns the volunme up on the radio as the news cones on.

NEWS REPORTER ( CONT' D)
I f you are joining us now, we have
been going over the different
t enmperatures across the nation,
simlar as they may be, in hopes of
comuni cating some formof news to
a public that we fear are
dw ndling. Tines are tough
everywhere and we haven’t a word
fromthe president who has been
hol ed up in an undi scl osed | ocati on
for sonetinme now.

Sue and her father | ook at each ot her.

NEWS REPORTER
This is a series of final broadcast
we are trying to send out before
anot her long wi nter takes hol d.
More than news, we are sending
prayers and | ove. A nessage to the
survivors out there. Keep close,
keep warm and stay together...Chris
Dougl as, NKC News.

EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - DAY

Late evening. Birds fly across the field.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Dave is in his chair reading.

Looki ng out the w ndow, Sue doesn’t see anything. She paces
back and forth.

Dave tries to read.

SUE
Were are they dad...?

DAVE
Just try to stay calm..They m ght
have gotten lost and it’s taking
them | onger to get back.
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SUE
Well then I’ mgoing to | ook
for them

Dave stands up to grab her.

A beat .

DAVE
No! You are not!
SUE
Yes | am
DAVE
Sue wait!
SUE
| have to go find them
DAVE
No. ..
SUE
They are out there somewhere!
DAVE
No you can’t go out there..
SUE
Why not ?
DAVE
It’s too dangerous.
SUE
| don’t care dad!
DAVE
| do!
SUE

Where the fuck are they
huh?...Were the fuck are we?

DAVE
Pl ease Sue, cal m down. ..

SUE
VWhere are we dad?



80.

DAVE
It’s getting dark Sue...
SUE
| don’t care.
DAVE
VELL | DO !
Sue stops.
DAVE
| can’t |lose you too...l can't.

Pl ease just stay here.

They hug and Sue starts crying in her father’s arns.

DAVE
| know. ..l msorry...ok?
SUE
Where are they dad?
DAVE
| don’t know sweetie, | don’t know.

But | need your help ok? W are
going to be ok but | need your help
Sue...l can’t do this w thout you.

SUE
What do you need help wth?

| NT. UPSTAI RS/ ATTI C - DAY
A dusty attic with cobwebs. Boxes of supplies. Feed sacks.

Sue is on the second floor in the storage room searching for
anmo.

DAVE
You find it yet?
SUE
No not yet...l told you I would

holl er when | did.

She | ooks around the roomw th her flashlight. Searching
around the corner she finds a package of shells for a
revol ver.
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SUE
...l found it...only a few shots
t hough.

DAVE
They will have to do...best cone

down fromthere before you fal
t hrough a board.

SUE
W built this place |'msure it’s
fine.

DAVE

Issac and | built this place, but
t hat was sone tine back and who
knows what the weat her has done to
it.

Sue wal ks back to head down but finds a collection of video
tapes marked: 'Fam |y’

She secretly brings themdown with her, Dave is in the
living room

DAVE (O. S.)
Bring the ammunition in here with
you pl ease.

SUE
k. ..on ny way.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Sue stuffs the video tapes in her room

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Dave sits in his chair.
Sue hops on the sofa.
SUE
Here ya go...it’s only a few like
sai d.

DAVE
They will surely help.
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SUE
What are you expecting?
DAVE
|’mnot sure...l just want to be as
prepared as | can be...Don’'t be
scar ed.
SUE
" m not scared.
DAVE
W will nmake it through this.
SUE
| said |I’mnot scared.
DAVE
Just listen to nme...stick with the
pl an ok?
SUE
.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
A TV screen. Bl ankets scattered.

Sue inserts a tape into a player plugged in to her
t el evi sion.

The tape starts playing sone poi gnant nusic along with hone
footage of a young Dave and Lily together in their trailer
hone.

MONTAGE/ VARI QUS.

-Dave and Lily cook together in the kitchen to hilarious
results.

- Dave dances around with Lily.
-Lily holds little Sue in her arns.
-Both parents hover around Sue.
-They tuck her in to sleep.

END OF MONTAGE.

The tape starts blanking out and Sue is left with a tear
stream ng down her face.
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DAVE (O S.)
Where did you get that?

Sue turns around quickly to see her father standing at the
door .

SUE
.1 found it upstairs.
DAVE
| haven't seen that in a long tine.
SUE
|’ ve never seen it.
DAVE
Yea...well...now you have.
SUE

Do you have nore of then?

DAVE
|"msure | do...but | can’t watch
t hem anynor e.

SUE
Why? Way not ?!

DAVE
Because | said no! You don’t know
how it feels to be left with

menor i es!

SUE
Ohl don"t?...all | have are
menori es!!

Dave SLAMS the door closed and sonething brakes. Sue hears
drunken cackl i ng.

Sue gets up off the bed and heads out.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
A pan is tossed around.

Past the hallway and into the living room Sue runs up to
her fat her.



SUE
What is your problem..?

DAVE
Me?

SUE
Yea you...who the fuck else is
her e?

DAVE
| don’t have a problem..

SUE
Yes you do.

DAVE
It’s you with the problem..I don't
i ke the way you are talking to
me. .. ok?

SUE
How | ong are we going to live |ike
this...huh?

DAVE
As long as it takes...
SUE
As | ong what ? What does that nean?
DAVE
Exactly what | said.
SUE
Just try and speak regular English
pl ease. ..l know...its difficult.
DAVE

| don’t |like the way that you are
talking to ne.

SUE
| don’t care!

DAVE
Shut up! | should slap you for the
way you talk to ne you know that?

SUE
Don’t say that..
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DAVE
(jabs his finger in her cheek)
D you know that...? | should slap
you right across the face.

Sue pushes hi m away.

SUE
Then why don’t you do it huh? Go
ahead!

DAVE
Maybe | will! is that what you
want ?!

SUE

Yes that’s exactly what | want
¢’ non hit me!

DAVE
(relenting)
Sue pl ease.

SUE
C nmon hit mel!

DAVE
Sue stop...now. Now !

Sue slowy cal ns.

SUE
Exactly...so what do you want? \Wat
do you want from nme dad?

Dave noves over to his chair and throws a log on the fire.
He sits down with a bl anket.

A beat.
DAVE
| don’t want anything fromyou
Sue. . .
SUE

| need sonething to do dad...
can’'t stay here anynore.

DAVE
Yes you can.
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SUE
No dad! | can't.

DAVE
Do you want to go out and freeze?
Sue we have been through this
before...

SUE
| can go search for help ok?

DAVE
No...we can't.

SUE
| can really do sonething dad...do
not get that?

DAVE

| can...Sue | really can.
SUE

Then what ?
DAVE

It’s too risky.

SUE
You are always the one talking
about risk and reward.

DAVE
| know.

SUE
But where is the reward?

DAVE
It is right here! This warm pl ace
around us right now. W have a
shelter. | worked on it. |ssac
busted his ass on it, so did
Arelia. W all did. And it has kept
us safe for many years and that is
not about to change now.

Sue starts to break down.

DAVE
| know you are tired of being
inside...So amI|! But we have to

stick through this together because
this world is frightening Sue...
woul d be terrified w thout you.
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Sue | ooks at the fire.

DAVE
It gets so damm cold
soneti mes...and keeps pushing you
until you feel hollowinside...and
then it swallows you whole if you

let it...
SUE
| won't let it.
DAVE
All we have is each other Sue.
SUE
K.
DAVE
k?
SUE
K.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT - LATER
The radio is playing on the table. Fire is burning.

Sue | ays on the couch and throws a baseball up and down
whil e Dave funbles with the radio, increasingly inebriated.

The radio static breaks in and out before conpletely
bl anki ng out and Dave abruptly staggers upward and grabs the
radi o.

DAVE
Pi ece of shit radio...never works.

He sits it down gently and heads into the kitchen.

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Plates are |ined up on the dish strainer.

Dave grabs a plate and | ooks at it solemly before |aunching
it across the room It SHATTERS against the wall into

pi eces.

Sue gets up fromthe couch.



She throws a pl ate.
ki tchen unti

SUE
What the hell are you doi ng?!
DAVE
|’ mdoing what | want to do! Leave
me in peace or sonething...
SUE
... What 2. .
DAVE

(drunkenly)
Just go back to your room

Sue...1"Il handle this.
SUE
No tell ne what you are doi ng dad?
DAVE
|’ mgetting ny anger out!
SUE
x?
DAVE
You can do the same...or not.
SUE
Fi ne go ahead!
DAVE
Go back to your room |'mthrow ng

pl at es!

SUE

Alright is this what you want? Here

we go. ..

SUE
Dad. . . Dad?
DAVE
(speaks i ncoherently)
SUE
Cone on Dad, cone on...| got ya.

Sue is crying when the DOOR BUST OPEN
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Dave yells and throws another one and it brakes on the wall.

They both start breaking dishes in the
Dave suddenly FALLS backwards in a corner.
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|saac falls in with Riley in his arns. They are shivering.
They are beyond Shiveri ng.

SUE
Where in the world have you guys
been?? Jesus! Riley are you ok?

| SSAC
... Bl ankets. .. Sue..

Sue drags them over by the fire and puts another |og on the
pile. She throws blankets on themto get warm

Dave awakens now and sees the two nen.

DAVE
| saac? Are you alright?
| SAAC
W'll be fine...just need a few

m nut es.

Dave and Sue | ook solemly at each other.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

The next nmorning. Fire is roaring. Their steany breath is
vi si bl e.

They all sit together and drink coffee. Riley's face is
badly bruised but Sue tends to it.

SUE
|’ mglad you made it back |saac.

| SAAC
Yea...ne to.

DAVE
How many of ~em were they?

| SAAC
Like | said...three.

DAVE
Alright then...we should let R |ley
sleep in the back room..you m nd?

| SAAC
No | don't m nd.
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DAVE
Sue, you have been tending to him
so maybe you can just keep doing
that...help himto his room and
make sure he is set up

SUE
k.

She takes Riley and they head to the back room Dave | ooks
at |saac.

DAVE
You sure you're ok?
| SAAC
Yea...just tired.
DAVE
M ght as well take ny room and get
sone rest...l need ya man.
| SAAC

Oh you need ne? | didn't see any
search party.

DAVE

You know | couldn’t do that.
| SAAC

| know.
DAVE

You don’t think I wanted to? | had
to keep Sue from busting out the
door .

| SAAC
Oh | can about picture it.

A beat .

DAVE
So...what do you think?

| SAAC
| think...we need to worry.

DAVE
Yea...that’'s kinda what | was
t hi nki ng.
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EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - DAY

Evening tine. Birds chirp in a tree. A tw g BREAKS and they
fly away.

TI TLE CARD: THREE DAYS LATER

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

TV screen bl aring. Video gane noi ses.

Sue is in her roomplaying old ganes to fight boredom
She day-dreans about her nother.

DAVE (O.S.)
| saac cone here...quick.

CUT TO
Sue on her bed.

DAVE (O S.)
| saac...get in here...now

Sue junps up out of bed quickly.

DAVE (O S.)
Quick...bring the gun.
SUE
| * m com ng!
DAVE (O S.)

No! Sue stay in your roomnl
A GUNSHOT!

Sue peeks out of the hallway to see a bl eeding hand breaki ng
t hrough the door, reaching for the door handle.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Dave stands with his pistol. Noises com ng from outside.
Dave is off to the side, waiting for the hand to cone back

Dave ainms and FIRES causing two fingers to fall fromthe
hand, which is pulled back i medi ately.
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|saac runs in with the rifle.

Anot her gl ass wi ndow BREAKS from sonewhere in the house and
Sue | ooks to see a hand com ng out of the w ndow.

A SHOT RINGS QUT! Isaac FIRES into the broken w ndow frane.
A man shrieks in agony.

| SAAC
How many?

DAVE
Two so far!

Si | ence.

Dave noves quickly and picks up his ammo by the chair to
rel oad. He sees Sue in the hallway.

DAVE
Sue...go to ny room

A noise fromthe front door

DAVE
Go!

Sue runs into the bedroom as Dave and | saac FIRE rounds into
the front door.

Si | ence.

Dave notions for Isaac to hide off to the side and Dave does
t he sane.

Dave rel oads when the front door BUST open now and MATT
wal ks in with his gun outstretched toward |Issac and they
FIRE at each ot her.

Dave has only one shot and wal ks from behi nd the door, ains
the pistol at Matt’'s head and FIRES. Matt falls to the floor
dead.

| saac succunbs in the corner, Dbleeding.

DAVE
| saac!

Dave is then TACKLED by LUCAS to the ground. Both nen are
westling for the gun.

Sue cones out of hiding and sees the chaos.
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SUE
.Dad!. ..

DAVE
Sue get outta here!

Lucas nanages to get on top of Dave and forces the gun to
his chest.

AN EMPTY CLI CK. A GUNSHOT!
A hol e expl odes through Lucas’s chest.
Sue is seen behind them holding a pistol.

DAVE
Get back in the room now

Dave gets up and heads to his room when a SHOT RI NGS OUT
fromthe broken wi ndow frame, H TTI NG Dave.

Dave falls to the floor where he crawls to his room
Sue opens the door and hel ps her dad in.

DAVE
No. .. back away Sue..

SUE
Shut up and get in here..

Sue cl oses the door behind him

SUE
Were are you hit?

DAVE
The bastard got ne in the side
here...there is an energency kit in
nmy bedsi de drawer. .

Sue gets it and throws it to Dave who shifts his focus to
the kit. Sue grabs the gun and opens the door.

DAVE
Wait...No! Sue!

She shuts the door behind her.
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| NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT
Lights flicker. Bad weather. Cranped hall way.

DAVE (O S.)
Sue! No!

The Hallway is dimy |it as Sue creeps forward. Sue points
the gun at the front door and stands by her bedroom

A SCOUND.
LI GATS FLI CKER

Sue | ooks to her right in her bedroomas a nman i s seen
sneaki ng through the front door.

Sue turns back toward the front door and starts slowy
nmovi ng down the hall.

Her gun is outstretched and her finger on the trigger.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Fireplace is burning. Lights flicker.
Sue creeps forward toward the front door.

The intruder suddenly cones from behind and points a gun at
Sue and has her in a head | ock. He takes the gun from her.

JOHN
Well...what have we here?

SUE
Who are you? What do you want ?

JOHN
Thi s warm house sounds |i ke enough
for right now.

JOHN
Alright...what’s your name?

Sue doesn’'t answer.

JOHN
| asked you your nane!
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SUE
It’s Sue.

JOHN
Alright Sue...listen. |I need you to
hol l er out for your dad.

SUE
No...l won't do it.

JOHN
You see that is gonna nake ny job
difficult. | need you to holler so

he will cone out...what is he a
coward? Is that the deal here?

SUE
No!

JOHN
Oh no? Well how about this?

John pulls a knife.
JOHN
How about | start cutting until you
can’t stand it anynore and scream
Sue shakes around.

JOHN
Stop it! Right now

JOHN
| just...need a scream

He puts the bl ade closer to her face.

JOHN
...Just one scream..

Ri |l ey TACKLES John to the floor causing the gun to fall to
the ground. They WRESTLE until John has the upper hand once
nore and has a knife to his throat.

A SHOT RINGS QUT!

Sue sees John bl eeding fromhis chest.

Dave is outstretched on the floor behind themwith the door
open and a revolver in his hand.

Sue wal ks over to John who stops breathing.
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A beat .

Sue hel ps Ril ey up.

SUE
Thank you so much. .
Rl LEY
Don't nmention it...l couldn’t do
nothing...right?
SUE
So you’'re a good guy huh?
Rl LEY
Vll...l try to be...as it turns

out, it’s a bit of a racket.

Ri | ey becones di zzy and nods out as Sue hel ps himover to
t he couch.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

A broken door. Living roomis a ness. An energency kit is
sprung open on the table. Supplies everywhere.

Sue makes it back to see Riley helping her father take
| saac’ s body outside. She hel ps themdrag the ot her dead
bodi es out si de.

They comes back in and Dave sits in his chair while Riley
and Sue sit in the couch.

They realize how nmuch Dave is bl eeding.

SUE
Jesus dad. .
Rl LEY
(poi nting)

Your...ya know..
DAVE
Sue can you go grab that kit in ny
room pl ease.
The wi nd blows the front door open.

Sue brings the kit and sits beside himand struggles to work
on sealing the door, she starts kicking.
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DAVE
Before we start this...can you fix
the front door? It’s colder than a
wel | digger’s ass in here..

SUE
VWhat does it ook like I’ m doing
dad?

Sue keeps kicking it in place. She finally kicks it shut but
there are holes in the door. Wal king over to the counter she
| ooks for duct-tape.

DAVE

Duct -tape....over by the counter..
SUE

| know..dad...l know. .

Sue finally tapes the holes shut and returns to her father.
She pul |l s out bandages and ot her pins.

DAVE
Just relax Sue...l need the
bi gger-si zed bandages. Those one’s
right there..yes...just take them
and apply themright here..

SUE
| know dad...l’mtrying to stay
calm just give nme a damm break

DAVE
You are right..just be steady.

Dave grits his teeth as she digs around his side. Riley
passes out at the sight of so nuch bl ood.

Dave is bleeding on his left side above his kidney. She digs
in wth a pair of needle-nose pliers and Dave YELLS in pain.

Sue stops and throws the pliers against the wall. Dave is
panti ng heavy.
SUE
(starts to sob)
|"msorry dad...l can’'t find it.
DAVE

It’s ok sweetie...you have done al
you can do.

She finishes applying the bandages on his body and he
squi nts i n agony.
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She wets a rag and tries to clean up the bl ood.

The lights start to flicker and the heater stops for a
second before starting again. The appliances conme back on
and |ight flickers sone nore but stay on.

Sue wal ks to the bat hroom

EXT. THE HOUSE (FRONT YARD) - NI GHT

The wind howls. Men are lying in the snow.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT
A dirty mrror. Blood on her arm Tears in her eyes.

Sue goes to the sink and looks in the mrror, nervously
brushi ng her hair.

She sees the bl ood and washes it off.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

The fire is going out. Dave is in his chair. Riley on the
couch. Radio is playing on the table.

Sue cones wal ki ng back but stops when she hears her father
talking to Riley.

DAVE
Ril ey would you be a good sport and
go fill up this glass...it’s under
t he sink?

Rl LEY
.

DAVE

You can fix yourself one as well.

Ril ey does as he is asked and sits back down, handi ng Dave a
gl ass.

DAVE
You take care of her...you hear?
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Rl LEY
Yes sir.

DAVE
She’'s all | have.

Rl LEY

| won’t |et anything happen to her.

DAVE
.1 said the sane thing.

Sue cones wal ki ng in.

SUE
Hey...you feeling any better?

Dave hol ds up his gl ass.

DAVE
Slowy but surely.

DAVE
The fire is going out Sue...throw
some wood on it.

Sue does so and sits down beside Riley.
The power flickers off and on again

DAVE
Let’s |light sone candl es...we want
the heat to stay on so lets cut the
lights.

DAVE
(coughi ng)
Wil e you are up Sue...go head and
bring that whole bottle back with
ya woul d you pl ease.

Sue brings it back with her as she sits down beside him
A beat.
DAVE
You renenber Galveston right?...the
beach and everythi ng?

SUE
. Yea. ..
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DAVE
We woul d go out and try to catch
fish, sonetinmes all day | ong.

SUE
| renmenber.

DAVE
If we were |ucky, we would cone
home with a pile of red snapper and
nmom woul d cook "em for all of us.

SUE
We didn't catch anything for the
| ongest tinme so you eventually

bought us these special live
m nnows and then we actually caught
sone.

DAVE

Yea there wasn’t anything
particul arly special about those
m nnows. . .they were just ordinary
bait but they sure worked well.

Dave is attacked by a coughing fit.

EXT. THE HOUSE ( FRONT YARD) - N GHT

Snow is falling and a coyote runs past.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

Fire is burning. Radio is on the table. Dave | ooks at his
pistol. He sees only one bullet in the chanber.

DAVE
Sue hand nme that box of shells.

Dave finds only four bullets in the box. He shakes his head
and starts | oading the gun.

DAVE
Only 5 shots left...

Rl LEY
WIl we need nore?
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| think that was all of them dad.

DAVE
Yea...you re right.

SUE
...poor Isaac...died protecting all
of us..

DAVE
He doesn’t have to worry
anynore...He’'s with Arelia now.

SUE
..Don’t bullshit ne...you ve never
believed in that stuff.

DAVE
It doesn’t matter what |
t hi nk...lsaac tal ked about bei ng

with Anelia again al nost every day
after she died...It’s what he
want ed nost.

SUE
So...?

DAVE
It’s about what YQU believe

in...all we have is what we want in

this world. ..

SUE
| guess...| guess we’'re not that
far away huh?

DAVE
What do you nean? You are gonna
stick this out...You re a survivor
Sue...You re a |lot better at this
t han ne.

SUE

(1 ooks at his bled through
bandages)
.1 need you.

DAVE

Wherever you are, 1'll be with you.

101.
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SUE
...Really?
DAVE
Ya know. ..l have this dream Al npst

every night. O your nom and ne
sitting down on that couch we used
to own and watching that novie. W
get through about hal f-way before
she turns to nme and ask if she can
get up and go hone. Just as cal mas
could be. | ask her what she neans
but she doesn’'t say anything and
gets up and wal ks right out the
door...l can’'t stop thinking bout
it.

Ril ey holds Sue’s hand and Dave | ooks at the wi ndow as they
try to keep warm

EXT. RURAL CLEARI NG - NI GHT

The wi nds increase. Debris is blow ng around.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

They all three sit together. Radio on table. Red enbers and
wood.

Sue throws another log on the fire and Riley is asleep on
t he couch, covered up in bl ankets.

They hear: "THE INK SPOTS - 'IF | DIDN T CARE

DAVE
VWhat shall we do Sue?...how about a
game of ’'1-Spy’.

SUE
Ok you start.

DAVE
| spy...the color green.

The power flickers and the generator gives way outside.

SUE
Son-of -a. ..

Sue goes to grab sonme nore bl ankets out of the bedroons.
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...Jesus. ..
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Sue returns and snuggles up with her bl ankets besi de her

dad.

The music conti nues as Dave | ooks at the fire.

DAVE
(tearing up)
..I"’msorry I let us go under.
SUE
You didn't...you saved ne...dad you
saved ne.
DAVE
| feel like I’ve let you down..
SUE
You haven’t...You have al ways been
by ny side.
DAVE
l"’msorry kid...Il tried.
SUE
You di d good dad.
DAVE
Yea right...
SUE
You have...l don’t feel alone...
never have.
DAVE
Vel l...you have soneone to take

better care of you now.

Sue | ooks over at Riley who is asleep and sm | es.

back at Dave who appears droggy.

SUE
Dad...?

SUE
Here’'s to you dad...mybe in the
next life.

DAVE
(coughs)

( MORE)

She | ooks
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DAVE (cont’d)
No...here’'s to you...you and your
green eyes. | spy beautiful green
eyes.
Sue | eans back with her blankets and stares into space.

Dave | ooks at her and lies back with his bl ankets. They
listen to the fireplace and the radio.

EXT. THE HOUSE ( FRONT YARD) - NI GHT
The sane nen are lying out in the snow.

The wi nd speed is increasing.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Riley lays asleep. Radio is still playing.

Sue and Dave sit together as the fire crackles and pops.
THEY HEAR THE RADI O

If this isn't love, then why do I thrill?

If I didn't care, would it be the same?

Wuld all this be true if | didn't care for you?

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Morning. The fire is out. Riley is snoring.

Sue wakes and gets up quietly. She | ooks at her father.
H s head is down. He isn't breathing.

Dave is dead.

Sue covers his face with a bl anket and wal ks to her bedroom
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| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Dark room C osed door. Lanp on nightstand.

Sue cones in and shuts the door behind her. She turns on the
light and sits down on the bed crying.

Sue reaches in the drawer for a letter and opens it.

She | ays back on the bed reading it.

DAVE (V. Q)
Hey Lily it’s me. | know I haven’t
witten in a while and I’msorry
for that. | need to apol ogi ze for

one of the letters | sent you
soneti me back about are parents.
|’msorry. | was angry and in a bad
pl ace when | wote that. | should
have never sent it. Your nom just
drives ne so dammed crazy that |
can’t think straight. | don’t want
us to focus on that though. Let’s
focus on good things. How s Sue? I

t hi nk about you both constantly.

| ve been working on getting
better. It’s hard. A few good days
are manageabl e but consistently
satisfying days are difficult to
cone by. I’ve learned that | have
to get out of ny own head and get
busy for ny own distraction.
Sonetinmes | feel that everything

bl ends in. Do you ever feel that
way? Are you doing ok? I mss you.
It won’t be like this forever. Soon
you will be inny arns and little
Sue will be doing great and we w ||
all be happy. Good things are worth
fighting for Lily. Don't forget
that. | gotta go now Sleep well
beast .

Think of us this way, David
Sue turns off the light and goes to sl eep.

WE FADE TO BLACK



