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"RYDER S CHRI STMAS COVEBACK"

RYDER (V. Q)
So...there's a lot about life that |
don't get.

EXT. PARK - DAY

A man and a wonman sit on a bench engaged in a conversation we
cannot hear. The man gets down on one knee and brandi shes a
jewelry box. The woman beanms with excitenent and hugs the
man.

JULI E BI NGKERTON (30); beautiful ginger hair and stylish,

wal ks past the couple and stops to tie her shoe. RYDER;, her
four-year-old (though twenty-eight in human years) Yorkshire
Terrier, stops and stares at the couple.

RYDER (V. Q)
Li ke, why is he on the ground? | nean,
"' mon the ground because | have to
be. And why is she so happy? Al he
did was give her sone netal

EXT. STREET - DAY
A man and a wonman wal k down the street, hol di ng hands.

RYDER (V. Q.)
And why do they have to hold each
other? Is one of enl gonna run away?
Just put emon a | eash! That al ways
fi xes that problem

EXT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Through the front w ndow of the restaurant, we see a couple
sitting at a table with their baby in a highchair.

RYDER (V. O.)
And don't even get me started on the
m nis. Wiy do humans nmake thenf? They
are loud. And not to



mention...strange. Like, they're
humans but...they're not. They can't
even tal k!

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Julie sits on the couch, talking on the phone to soneone. W
can tell fromher laughter and smles that it's a pl easant
conversation. Ryder lays on the couch next to her.

RYDER (V. Q)
So, yeah. Humans are weird. But not ny
human. Julie is the best. She's so
pretty and nice and we spend all of
our time together.

JULI E (ON PHONE)

(1 aughi ng)
Oh ny God, Nelson! Way would you say
t hat ?!
RYDER (V. Q)
Well, that was until "The Douche" cane

al ong. He's always hereeeeee! And his
stuff is everywhere! And Julie is

al ways sooooo freaking happy whenever
she talks to him 1 don't know what
that's about.

EXT. DOGGY PARK - DAY

Dogs of all kinds run around playing with each other as well
as their owners. Various dog owners sit, indulged in
conversation as their fur babies enjoy the nice afternoon.

CANNON (O S.)
It's called I ove, Ryder. It's what
t hey do.

EXT. DOGGY PARK - OBSTACLE COURSE AREA - DAY

Ryder sits with his dog pal CANNON, an eight-year-old Cocker
spaniel as they play with a ball together

RYDER (V. Q)
Love? Julie tells nme she | oves ne al
the tinme, but we don't do any of that
stuff.

CANNON (V. O
Because that would be illegal. O at



| east sonething you woul d see on one
of those talk shows nmy two dads watch

RYDER (V. Q)
Yeah, what's up with that? The two
dads stuff? Can they make the m nis?

CANNON (V. O
Well...no. But they can take care of
mnis. They make them part of their
famly. Just |ike us.

RYDER (V. Q.)
| think Julie is trying to nmake Nel son
part of our famly but I'm not having
any of that.

CANNON (V. O
(amused)
Sonmeone sounds j eal ous.

RYDER (V. Q)
| don't even know what that is. Al |
know i s that ever since he's been
around, he's been taking up all of
Julie's tine! And it's nmaking ne pee a
| ot nore. Mostly on his stuff.

CANNON (V. O
Ryder, let Julie find love. Don't be
t hat dog.

RYDER (V. Q)

But he's a douche! And he's al ways
putting his fingers on this wooden
thing with strings and...neking noise
with his two skin flappers.

CANNON (V. O
(1 aughs)
It's called singing.
RYDER (V. Q)
(t hi nks)
Hey...can we do that?
CANNON (V. O
What ? Sing? Oh, yeah, I'ma regul ar

Justin Tinberl ake.

Cannon begins to whine |oudly, showi ng off his "singing"



skills.

RYDER (V. Q)
Yeah, maybe you should just stick to
t hose doggy pageants your dads put you
in. But no. | neant the whole |ove
t hing? Can we do that with each other?

CANNON (V. O
How do you think we got here?

RYDER (V. O.)
(beat)
| just thought we liked doing it.

EXT. DOGGY PARK - BENCH - DAY

Julie sits on a bench with a folder and sonme photos on her
| ap. Next to her sits CAMERON LINK (28), handsone and

prof essional without a hair out of place or winkle in his
cl ot hes.

JULI E
So, fromthe photos you sent ne of
your new place and the energy you want
to establish, | brought sonme options
for you to | ook over.

Jul i e hands Caneron a few photos, he begins to | ook through
t hem

CAMERON
Ch, this is nice for the bathroom
Very "Bridgerton" neets..
(t hi nks)
Mart ha Stewart.

JULI E
Well, you said you wanted "nodern with
a touch of antique".

CAVERON
Yes. Yes, | did.
(1 ooks at anot her photo)
But a canopy bed? |I'm gay, not an
el derly Engli shworman

JULI E
Canopy beds are great. They present an
i mage of sophistication
and. . . el egance.



CAMERON
|'ve just always felt |ike curtains
were nade for w ndows, not for where
lay my head.

JULI E
Under st ood. So, the canopy is out.
Which is probably best if you were
ever thinking about getting a dog.
Ryder al nost strangl ed hinmsel f playing

in mne.

CAMERON
Ryder. | love the nane. Wich one is
he?

Julie | ooks around, searching for Ryder. Her eyes find him
junpi ng up and down as one of Cannon's "dads", TRENT (35),
feeds Cannon a treat.

JULI E
Ryder! Ryder, no! Stop!

RYDER (V. O.)
(excited)
Sharing is caring! Cone on, gime one!
G mMe one!

TRENT
(1 aughs)
It's fine! Can he...?

Trent nmakes a gesture towards Ryder, holding out a treat.

RYDER (V. Q)
VWhat are you asking her for? | am
al nrost 30 years old! | can nake ny own
deci si ons!

JULI E

As | ong as you have enough!

TRENT
Pl ent y!

Trent feeds Ryder a treat and pets himon the head.
CAMERON

| wsh nmy work schedule allowed nme to
get a dog.



JULI E
|'ve had Ryder for alnost a year now,
believe nme, dogs are a | ot of work.

CAVERON
Sweetie. I'man alnost thirty-year-old
honosexual living in New York City

wor ki ng for a matchmaki ng service. |
know al | about "dogs". Trust ne.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

NOVEMBER 25TH, 2024 (30 DAYS UNTI L CHRI STMAS)

Canmeron sits at the head of a long oval table. A sheepish
man, GREGORY (25) sits next to a woman, LYDIA (31). QU LL

PETERSON (30), both equal parts of dashingly handsone and
annoyi ngly arrogant, sits across fromthem

CAMERON
So...as the new Head of Devel opnent
for "City Socials"...| realized we

need a re-vanp. Subscribers have gone
down, reviews are sub-par, and success
stories have dw ndl ed. What do we

t hink the problemis?

GRECGORY
Price?
LYDI A
App | ayout ?
QUI LL
Monogany.
CAMERON
(to Quill)
| will never understand how you have a

job here. And you're all wong. The
problemis our social events. They're
boring. AIl we do is pronote speed
dating, who even does that anynore?

GRECGORY
|"ve been...brainstormng and um |
t hi nk that naybe we could do sonethi ng
i nvol ving sports for our neetups? A
good ganme of dodgeball to break the
i ce.



CAMERON
(uni nmpr essed)
Any other...out of the closet ideas?

PHONE CHI MES
Quill 1ooks at his phone and begins typing on it.

CAVERON
Qill? Care to "chine" in? And |I' m not
referring to that Gindr nessage you
j ust received.

QUI LL
Oh, this is actually Gowr.

CAVERON
(sighs)
W want to be different than every
ot her mat chmaki ng app that's out
there. So, we need to ask
oursel ves. .. how do we make our app
stand out fromthe rest?

LYDI A
Bri be themw th noney for signing up

GRECGORY
Start doing psych eval s?

QUI LL

Al | ow subscribers to post nudes on
their profiles. That always gets ny
attention.

CAVERON
(beat)
Fun. Qur subscribers are | ooking for
| ove, right? Especially around
Christmas. So, we need to maeke the
search for |love, fun

GREGORY
Jeopardy nights! Me and ny nom al ways
have fun playi ng Jeopardy.

CAMERON
Wll...let's table that and take the
weekend to think a little nore. A lot
nore, maybe. Let's conme back with
fresh m nds on Monday.



Lydia and Gregory get up fromthe table and | eave the room
Quill stays behind while Caneron gathers his bel ongi ngs.

QUI LL

You know, this whole boss thing |ooks
really good on you. W should go out
again...and cel ebrate.

CAVERON
We dated for a week | ast year and |
haven't gone out with you ever again.
What makes you think that'll change
now that |'myour superior?

QUILL
For bi dden fruit.

(smles)
Al ways taste better.

CAMERON
Then it's a good thing I'"'mas bitter
as a Meyer |enon. Have a good weekend,

Quill.

Caneron grabs his briefcase and begins to wal k out of the
conference room

QUI LL
Li sten, Caneron, | know it sucks. You
got dunped by that pilot, but shit
happens. You can't let it kill your
Chri st nms.
CAMERON
(sighs)

You're right, shit does happen. And
apparently it happens on ny birthday.

QUI LL

That was a nonth ago. It's tinme to hit
the field! Have a threesone! You could
join mne tonight if you want. | nean,
tis the season for giving and all, |
don't m nd.

CAVERON
You know Quill, all dogs don't go to
Heaven. Maybe you should try not
hunmpi ng everything you see or the only
thing you m ght be given? Is a reginen
of antibiotics to clear an infection.



Caneron | eaves the conference room
EXT. STREET - DAY

Quill wal ks down the street, focused on his phone as he types
and | aughs.

CLOSE UP ON PHONE SCREEN DI SPLAYI NG A DATI NG APP W TH MANY
PROFI LES

QUI LL

The audacity of sonme of these guys. Do
you see ne, and do you see you? Wy
woul d you even waste your characters

like this?
Quill presses a button on the phone.
QUI LL
Bl ocked.

(presses anot her button)
And reported. For...

(typing)
Stu...pi..di..ty. | swear these guys
need to | ook before they send a

nessage.
Lost in his dating app, Quill doesn't notice an opening in
the ground, a delivery |oading bay for a nearby store. As he
continues to browse profiles, Qill suddenly falls out of the

frame and into the delivery bay...tunbling down its many
st eps!

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

NEL SON
Come on, Jules! Do you know how hard
it was to get these tickets?

JULI E
Nel son, | love the surprise, but |
cannot go.

NEL SON

Because you have to stay here with
t hat nmenace on a Friday night?

Ryder is chewing on a rawhide chicken foot, his favorite chew
t oy.



RYDER (V. Q.)
Uh, yeah! It's our night. Douche.

JULI E
My profile said, "One Friday night a
month, | stay hone with ny dog." Dd
you just gl oss over that?

NEL SON
No! | just...didn't think you would
turn down seeing your favorite band
to...canine cuddle.

JULI E
(smles)
You can cuddl e with us.

RYDER (V. Q)
That' d be a hard no.
NEL SON
That dog doesn't even like ne.
RYDER (V. Q)
Hard yes.
JULI E

That's not true.

NEL SON
How many of ny t-shirts has he eaten?

JULI E
That's just how he...shows his
appreciation for you.

RYDER (V. Q.)
Li es.

NEL SON
And how many tines has he peed on ny
boots? My sneakers? My hats?

RYDER (V. Q)
(proudly)
Twent y- ni ne.
Julie stays quiet.

NEL SON
Twent y- ni ne.



11.

JULI E
(beat)
Ckay. So maybe he's acting out a
little. For the past year it's just
been nme and Ryder but now you're in ny
life.

NELSON
Don't sound so ent hused.

JULI E
O course, |I'm enthused.

Julie gestures for Nelson to sit next to her on the couch.
Nel son sits down.

JULI E
| got a dog because | wanted to cone
honme to sonet hing every day. Sonething
warm and inviting. Something safe.

NEL SON
Saf er than guys?

JULI E
And t hen, you show up six nonths ago.
Wth your guitar and | ate-night

ser enades. . .
NELSON
(shyly)
My voice is shit.
JULI E
But you love to sing, and | love to
hear you try.
(1 aughs)
Oh, and your "Do It Qurselves Taco
Tuesdays”. ..
RYDER (V. Q)

And you don't share which is why you
get peed on.

JULI E
And now you surprise me with tickets
to see the best underground band in
New York City doing holiday covers
that | have been dying to check out...
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NEL SON
Onhhh, so you do wanna go.
JULI E
(t hi nks)
| do. And I will. Lenme go change

real ly quick

Julie gets off the couch and hurries to the bathroom Nel son
sits on the couch awkwardly, |ooking at Ryder, as Ryder | ooks
at him

NEL SON
Just so you know.. .
(whi sper s)

| don't really |like you either.

RYDER (V. Q)
Heyyyy, we finally have sonething in
common. Douche.

Nel son notices a ball on the floor. He picks it up to check
it out. Ryder perks up.

NELSON
VWhat is this?

RYDER (V. Q)
It's ny kibble ball. Put...it...down.

Ryder barks.

NEL SON
OChhhh! This is one of those things you
put dog food in that keeps you busy.
Hm

Nel son gets up fromthe couch and goes over to the front
closet. Ryder's instincts kick in. Nelson fills the ball with
ki bbl e and wal ks back over to the couch, setting the bal

down on the floor. Ryder runs to it and starts to play
around, noving the ball around, and dog kibble falls out
little by little.

NEL SON
| guess food is the way to every nman's
heart.
(beat)

Damm, it's hot in here.

Nel son goes over to the wi ndow and opens it. Julie cones out
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of her bedroom dressed and ready to go.

NEL SON
s that the "Guys Who Play" band tee |
got you?

JULI E
Coul dn't think of a better tine to
wear it.

Julie kisses Nelson lightly on the |ips. She goes over to
Ryder and bends down, petting himlovingly.

JULI E
| will be back before you know it. |
| ove you, Ryder.

RYDER (V. O.)
Hey, where ya going? You got on "l eave
me" cl ot hes.

Julie and Nel son wal k out of the apartment and into the
hal | way.

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - NI GHT
Juli e renenbers sonet hi ng.

JULI E
Ch, could you take his kibble ball off
the floor? He usually doesn't eat it
all and it'll be like, a |and m ne of
dog food when we get back.

Julie begins to walk toward the el evator.
I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Nel son hurries back into the apartnent, seeing Ryder noving
hi s ki bble around and pellets of kibble on the floor.

NEL SON
Sorry, buddy...

Nel son grabs the kibble ball. Ryder begins to bark.
RYDER (V. Q)

VWhat are you doi ng?! Oh, there's gonna
be some peeing tonight, buddy!
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NEL SON
Bl ame your nmom not ne.

Nel son pl aces the kibble ball on the sofa seat in front of
the open wi ndow that |leads to the fire escape. He | eaves the
apartnent, closing the door behind him Ryder |ooks at the
door for a nonent...the realization setting in.

RYDER (V. Q)

(sadly)
He...he made her...leave. Julie never
| eaves ne on our night.

~ (angry) |

Al right. What can we pee on tonight?
Actually...l think we should up our
gane.

(beat)

But |I'm gonna need to eat.

Ryder | ooks up at his kibble ball on the sofa seat. He wal ks
over to his doggy stairs and steps up, reaching the sofa seat
and his prized possession.

Ryder starts playing with the kibble ball, nmoving it around
al ong the sofa seat. As Ryder continues pushing the ball, it
falls out the window and rolls onto the fire escape.

RYDER (V. Q)
No, no, no!

EXT. JULIE' S APARTMENT - FI RE ESCAPE - N GHT

As the kibble ball continues to roll, Ryder's instincts kick
in and he hurriedly follows the kibble ball as it rolls...and
rolls...and rolls...

RYDER (V. Q.)
Cone back! You're an inportant part of
nmy revenge plot!

The ki bble ball rolls toward the edge...toward the spaced- out
metal bars of the fire escape.

RYDER (V. Q)
Andddd. . . got cha!

Ryder dives for the kibble ball as it falls over the edge..

SLAM CUT TO WHI TE:
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QUTSI DE OF SPACE AND TI ME - PET AFTERLI FE - THE RAI NBOW
BRI DCGE

The ki bble ball rolls across the colorful ground. Ryder cones
into the frame, following it. A stiletto heel steps on the
ball, stopping its nonmentum as well as Ryder's. Ryder | ooks
up, following the leg of the person, until we rest on SERENA,
a gorgeous angelic goddess.

RYDER (V. Q)
(amazed)
Whoa...you're like...glow ng.
Actual ly...everything is gl ow ng.
(beat)
What the hell was in that Kkibble?

SERENA
Do you know where you are, M.
Ador abl e?

RYDER (V. Q)
Uh...actually, no. But can you take ne
back hone? | got a revenge plot to
carry out ained at "The Douche".

SERENA
Un..l"msorry, Ryder. But that isn't
going to be possible.

RYDER (V. O.)
Well, | mean, you don't gotta take ne
yourself, I can walk, |I'm good at
wal ki ng.

SERENA
Ryder...you can't go hone because
you're kinda, sorta...not...living
anynore.

RYDER (V. Q)

Ah, cone onnnnn, what are you talking
about pretty |ady?

SERENA
(beat)
You' re dead, sweetness.

Ryder rolls over in shock, "playing dead".

RYDER (V. Q)
You gotta be kidding ne! WHAT?!



SERENA
You took a pretty nasty fall chasing
t hat ki bbl e ball

RYDER (V. Q)
| wasn't chasing it! | just noved at a
very fast pace and followed it right
over the edge of the..
(realizes)
Chhhhh, KIBBLE BI TS! |'m dead?!

SERENA
If it's any confort, you | ook very
good for being very dead.

RYDER (V. Q)
No, no, no | can't be dead. |'m four!
There's a ot of stuff | haven't even
done yet! | haven't even broken up
Julie and The Douche yet, | can't go
to Heaven, |I--1--1 need to go back!

SERENA
Well, you're junping the gun. This
isn't Heaven, sweetness.

RYDER (V. Q)
Real | y? But everything is all...wait.
(curious)

VWat are these?
Ryder taps his paw on the col orful ground.

SERENA
They're called colors. And this? Is
The Rai nbow Bri dge.

RYDER (V. Q)
(shocked)
Col ors? You nean there's nore than
just black, gray, and yell ow?!

SERENA
Uh- huh.

RYDER (V. Q)
Well, that's cool. And what's
a. .. Rai nbow Bri dge?

SERENA
It's like...a waiting area. Between

16.



Puppy Paradi se and...the other place.

RYDER (V. Q)
The ot her place?

SERENA
Well, that's for bad pets. And let's
just say you wouldn't need that very
cute and warm puffy jacket Julie
brought for you if you ended up there.

RYDER (V. Q)
A puffy jacket? She never got ne that.
SERENA
Well...it was gonna be a Christmas
gift.
RYDER (V. Q.)

How...how is Julie? I nean...how | ong
have | been...ya know. ..

SERENA
(beat)
Wiy don't you see for yourself?

Serena snaps her fingers, and a small bubbl e appears in the
m ddl e of the roomout of thin air, showing Julie sitting on
her couch, holding Ryder's kibble ball. Nelson sits next to

her.
The canera zoons in.

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Nel son and Julie sit in silence as Julie holds Ryder's kibble

ball in her hands.

NEL SON
Jules...it's been a week. You gotta
get outta the house.

JULI E
|"msorry, aml not grieving fast
enough for you?

NEL SON
" mnot saying that. Listen, | know
you really |l oved Ryder, and you m ss
him ..
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JULI E
Wy are you acting like you care?
NEL SON
What ? Julie, | care about you, you
know t hat .
JULI E
And you hated ny dog.
NEL SON
| didn't hate Ryder, | just felt like

you--were maybe too attached to him

JULI E
Too attached? That's what happens when
peopl e get pets, Nelson. W bond with
them we--we connect with them The
same way we do with people.

NEL SON
(under his breath)
It seened |ike you wanted to connect
with a dog nore than ne.

JULI E
What did you say?

NEL SON
Not hi ng. You know what, | think you
need sone space, so |'mjust gonna..

Nel son gets up fromthe couch, readying hinself to | eave.

JULI E
Nel son, wait.

Nel son stops wal king and turns around, |ooking at Julie with
a hopeful expression.

JULI E
You're right. | do need space.
(beat)
Don't come back here.
NEL SON
What ? Julie, you're not serious.
JULI E
| am | cannot...look at the man who

| eft the wi ndow open and al |l owed Ryder
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to...l just...l can't.
(beat)
This is over.

Nel son's eyes narrow, wondering if Julie is serious. After a
few noments of silence, he |leaves the apartnent. Julie stares
at the door for a noment. She curls into the couch, crying at
t he second | oss she's experienced.

The canera zoons out.

QUTSI DE OF SPACE AND TI ME - PET AFTERLI FE - THE RAI NBOW
BRI DGE

RYDER (V. Q)
No, no, no, Julie don't cry!
(to Serena)
Pretty | ady, | ook..

SERENA
Though | do |ike the nicknanme, you can
call nme Serena.

RYDER (V. Q)
Listen, |I...1 have to help Julie. She
needs ne.

SERENA

Hm | do synpathize wth your plight.
And you do need to earn your place in
Puppy Paradi se so...maybe there is
sonet hi ng we can arrange.

RYDER (V. Q)
Ckay, nane it, nane it, I--1--1 am
very good at |learning stuff! | got

that "play dead" thing down pretty
qui ck, right? What do | have to do?

SERENA
(beat)
| will send you back
(t hi nks)
And if you can make two people fall in
| ove by Christmas, you will be able to

enter an eternity of Kkibble balls,
treats, and countl ess nunbers of trees
to relieve yourself on

RYDER (V. Q)
What ?! How the hell am | gonna do
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that?! | ama dog, Serena! A four-

| egged ball of conpani onship, not that
fat baby |I'm al ways seei ng who
assaults people with arrows.

SERENA
(smles)

Not for long, M. Adorable.

Serena snaps her fingers.
PRE- LAP

GASPS!
| NT. HOSPI TAL - HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
NOVEMBER 30TH, 2024 (25 DAYS UNTI L CHRI STMAS)

Ryder's eyes open, his vision blurry as he stares up at the
ceiling.

MALE VO CE
Ch ny God. You' re awake.

Ryder turns his head, hearing the voice faintly as his senses
recal i brate, taking everything in.

RYDER
Ww. |'mreally back

Ryder sees a man sitting in a chair next to him The sounds
of hospital equi pment beep softly.

RYDER
Who. .. who are you?
CAMERON
Oh no. You have ammesi a.
RYDER
A-whatt a?
CAMERON

| "' m gonna get the doctor.
Canmeron gets up fromhis seat.
RYDER

Wait, wait!
(beat)
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Whoa.
Ryder finally realizes sonmething is different.

RYDER
(shocked)
| can tal k!

CAVERON
It's a blessing you can do anyt hi ng
after that fall.

Ryder raises his hands, seeing that he now has human
appendages!

RYDER
(pani cki ng)
Ch ny Cod.

CAMERON
" m gonna go. ..

RYDER
Wai t!

Ryder grabs Caneron's hand. Cameron | ooks back at him
sensi ng sonet hing odd about the man in front of him but he
can't put his finger on it.

RYDER
(shocked)
| can grab stuff. | don't have to use
my nout h anynore.

CAMERON
Qill...
RYDER
Qill?
CAMERON
Un yeah. That's your nane. Quil
Pet er son

Ryder | ooks very confused. What is happeni ng?

RYDER
Can you...can you show ne...what |
| ook like?
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CAVERON
Uh...yeah, sure.

Caneron takes out his phone and opens the canera, facing it
towards Ryder so he can see hinself.

RYDER SCREAMS | N SHOCK

Ryder no | onger sees the cute puppy he once was. What's

| ooki ng back at himis the face of Quill Peterson, a human
man!
CAMERON
(worried)
kay, okay, don't freak out, I wll be
ri ght back, okay? I will be right
back.

Canmeron scurries out the room

RYDER/ QUI LL
What...is happening to nme?

SERENA (Q. S.)
(excited)
Don't you | ook great?

Ryder/ Quill snaps his head toward the sound of the famliar
voi ce. He sees Serena standing near the windowwith a big
smle on her face.

RYDER/ QUI LL
You. ..you took ny four |egs!

SERENA
Don't worry, this guy has two really
good ones, he goes to the gymlike
four tinmes a week.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Serena...why am | human?

SERENA
Well, you really can't conplete your
task the way you were. | nean, you

said so yourself.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah, but | wasn't thinking this!
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Look, it is not permanent, alright?
RYDER/ QUI LL

It's not?
SERENA

Have you ever seen Cinderella? O The
Little Mermaid?

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
"' ma dog.

SERENA
Oh, right. Listen, you have until
Christmas to nake two unsuspecti ng
people fall for each other and then
you' || be back in your own body. Well,
your ethereal body, with all the other
doggy angel s.

RYDER/ QUI LL

But...what happens if |I can't do it?
SERENA

Well then...you' Il live out your

afterlife on that really colorfu

bridge we were on. Al al one.
(sadly)

Just you and a perpetual reel of

menories fromyour physical tine on

Eart h.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Well, that's shitty.

SERENA
But you can do this! | know you can. |
have faith. Like, literally. Because
"' man angel. We're nmade out of the
stuff.

Cameron wal ks back into the room acconpani ed by a doctor.

DOCTOR
M. Peterson, you're awake. You've
been uh, in a coma for five days.
(beat)
How are you feeling?

23.
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Ryder/ Quill | ooks over, seeing that Serena has vani shed.
RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)

Li ke a...whol e new human.
(swal | ows har d)
Literally.

I NT. QUILL"S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - DAY

The front door opens. Caneron wal ks in first, followed by
Ryder/ Quill. Caneron closes the door and Ryder/Quill wal ks
i nsi de, checking out his surroundings.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ww. Look at this place.

Caneron follows behind Ryder/Quill, also checking out the
apartnent. Canmeron seens slightly inpressed at the decor.

CAVERON
Amazed at your own decorating skills?
Nice to know your vanity is stil
i ntact.

Ryder/ Quill sees the couch, his eyes fixated on the pill ows.
He runs over to the couch and picks up a pillowwith his
teeth, thrashing it around.

CAMERON
(confused)
What are you doi ng?

Ryder/ Quill stops, realizing once again that he's human.
RYDER/ QUI LL
| am..testing out the softness of
these...pillows. | really |ove
pillows.
CAVERON

You do enough laying in the bed so
t hat nakes sense.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ch, ny old bed was top of the line
stuff.
Ryder/ Quill 1 ooks at the couch for a noment and then junps

onto it excitedly.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh yeah! | think |I'm good.

Ryder/ Qi ll stands up on the couch and begins to junp up and
down on it.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| am gonna have a great tine with
t hi s!
(excited)

Conme! Junp with ne.

Canmeron is extrenely confused by "Quill's" behavior. Though,
he can't hel p but be anused.

CAMERON
| " m gonna pass.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Come on, this is exercise! Wen you
can't go out for a wal k cause of the
rain, I've found this is really good
for the legs. And fun

Caneron shakes his head; he has no idea what's transpiring.
Camer on sighs and goes over to the couch, beginning to junp
on it with Ryder/Quill.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Wo- hoo!
CAMERON
(1 aughs)

| haven't done this since | was a kid.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| haven't done it since |..

Ryder/ Quill stops junping, sadly renenbering the last tinme he
junped on a couch was at Julie's place. Ryder/Quill sits down
on the couch, Caneron | ooks down at himfor a few seconds,
and then he sits next to him

CAMERON
Are you okay?

RYDER/ QUI LL
| was just...thinking about soneone.
My best friend.
(beat)
It feels like | haven't seen her in
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f or ever.

Canmeron finds hinself very taken aback by this new, quirky,
sentinental version of his usually crass co-worker.

CAMERON
Well...it is the holidays. People
spending time together is pretty much
a staple for this time of year
so...nmaybe you should go see her.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
| will. She's just gonna be very
surprised to see ne.

CAMERON
Well, you won't have to deal with that
at work. | texted everyone and told

themyou' re well and you were cl eared
to cone back to the office.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ofice?

CAVERON
Yes. Your job. | didn't fire you for
bei ng out the past five days, comas
are a legitimte reason for m ssing

wor k.
RYDER/ QUI LL
| have to go to work?
CAMERON
Only if you feel up toit. |I nmean, you

may be a nynphomani ac but...you're
al so pretty good at coming up with
mar ket i ng strategies.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
Then | guess |I'I|l see you at work.

Tonmorrow. The pl ace where
we. ..work...together.

CAMERON
G eat.

Canmeron gets up fromthe couch and starts waking to the door.
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CAMERON
| would say get sone rest, but you've
been sl eeping for al nbst a week.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh, I"'mused to it. | sleep for like
twel ve hours a day normally.
Cameron just nods, still feeling that sonething is off about
"Quill". Cameron |eaves. Ryder/Qill |ooks around the
apartnent.
RYDER/ QUI LL

Okay, Ryder. You can do this. You can
be human, and you can nake two hunmans
fall in love. And you can see Julie
agai n.

(sadly)
| wonder how she's doing.

EXT. PET STORE - DAY

Julie stands in front of a pet store, staring sadly at the
puppies in the w ndow playing with each other while a few
ot hers scratch at the w ndow

SERENA (O S.)
Aren't they just the nobst precious
little things?

Julie | ooks over, seeing Serena standing next to her.

JULI E
They're the best. I, um..l got ny dog
fromthis store.

SERENA
Oh, what's their nane?

JULI E
H's nane is...was...Ryder. He...he
di ed a week ago.

SERENA
| am so sorry. That has to be horrible
for you.

JULI E
You have no idea. | canme here because

| was thinking about getting a puppy
but . ..
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SERENA
You can't replace one dog with
anot her.

JULI E
Just like you can't replace people.
(beat)
Wul d you tell me I'mcrazy if | told
you sonet hing...crazy?

SERENA
| could probably tell you sonething
unbelieve as well so, no. | wouldn't.
JULI E
| don't...feel like...Ryder is...gone.

Like, it feels as though he's still
here sonehow. Wiich is the crazy part
because | don't even know if dogs have
souls or spirits...

SERENA
Ch, every living creature has a
spirit. An essence that makes them who
and what they are.

JULI E
So, you're saying ny dog's spirit
coul d just be...hanging around ny
apart nent ?

SERENA
|"msaying that...even though it seens
like we may | ose sonet hing, sonetines
we get it back. Just in a different
form

Julie thinks about that for a nonent. She then bends down,
touching the window to play with one of the puppies.

JULI E
Wl l, maybe one day I'll try this
again, little guy. Do you have a dog?

Julie | ooks over, expecting to see Serena but the wonan has
si nply vani shed.

I NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - HALLWAY - DAY

Ryder/ Qi ll wal ks down the hall, passing by his coll eagues as
they stare at his very Christmas focused wardrobe. He wal ks
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into the conference room
| NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Caneron, Gregory, and Lydia turn toward the door, staring at
Ryder/ Quill and his colorful ensenble.

LYDI A
Did you wake up as an el f?
RYDER/ QUI LL
(oblivi ous)
What ?
GRECGORY

.l...like it. It's very festive.

LYDI A
More |i ke infested.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey! | got rid of that flea situation
a long tine ago, okay?

LYDI A

Infested with Christmas spirit.
CAVERON

Uh, Quill, please cone sit down.

Ryder/ Quill sits in a chair, spinning it around. He does it
again and again as his three coll eagues just stare at himin
a stupor.

CAMERON
Un okay. So, |'ve been | ooking over
your enmails about the different social
events we can put together and...
have sone questi ons.

GREGORY
(excited)
And | can't wait to answer.

CAVERON
How d you know ny first question was
for you?

GREGORY
Well, | don't wanna bl ow ny own
har noni ca but. ..



LYDI A
And you will not be bl ow ng your
harnoni ca at the office Christnas
party like you did last year. | wll
Van Gogh nysel f.

CAMERON
Gregory, um so..."Gand Central
Mason" speed dating. How does that tie
into our subscribers finding | ove?

RYDER/ QUI LL
(shocked; in his head)
Finding love? Is that this guy's job?

GRECGORY
Wel |, because instead of dating three
to four people for a few mnutes at a
time, you match up with one person,
and the date is nmaking the perfect
hol i day mason jar for your
gr andpar ent s.

LYDI A
A lot of people's grandparents are
dead.

Gregory stays silent. He never thought of that.

GRECORY
I"11...keep brainstorm ng.
CAVERON
Good idea. And Lydia..."Sex-0O Vision
Board" speed dating. |I'm..|ost.
LYDI A

Oh, it's sinple. You bring a mn

vi sion board of all the things you
wanna try sexually to the speed dating
event. You put themon a table, and
peopl e can choose their dates based
of f their Kkinks.

CAMERON
(f I abber gast ed)
Uhhhhh. ..
LYDI A

Too nmuch?

30.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey! So, fromwhat |'m getting,
we. .. put humans together, right? Uh,
like pair em up so they can hold
hands and wal k each ot her and
eventual |y make m ni humans?

CAMERON
That's an odd way to describe a
mat chmaki ng service but...yeah

RYDER/ QUI LL
Chri stmas scavenger hunt!
CAVERON
(intrigued)
Go on.
RYDER/ QUI LL
So | ast Christmas, nmy owner...
Canmeron, Lydia, and Gegory give "Quill" odd | ooks.
RYDER/ QUI LL
When | say owner...| nmean ny nom She
put stuff that | like all around the

house for me to find like toys and
treats, and it was just crazy fun

CAMERON
' mjust not understanding the
correlation between that and...finding
| ove.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Well, two people can do that together.
And instead of hiding toys and treats,
we can hide Christmas stuff that they
can do. ..toget her.

Lydi a and Gregory both | ook at each other, surprised, and
then | ook at Canmeron, who is also surprised at "Quill's" idea
but al so i npressed.

CAMERON
I'm..really into that idea, Qill.

LYDI A
Looks |i ke sonebody cane out of their
sl umber with a new perspective.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
You can say that. I'm..seeing the
world with brand new eyes.

| NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - BATHROOM - DAY

Ryder/ Qi ll wal ks into the bathroom he stops and | ooks
around. This is all very newto him

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ckay, so...Julie always says she's
going to the bathroom and then she
goes into a roomwith a toilet. But
where's the toilet?

A mal e col |l eague finishes using the urinal, flushes it, and
then goes over to the sink to wash his hands.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey man, mind if | use your spot? |
don't really see any other places to
go in here.

MALE COLLEAGUE
(confused)
It's a...bathroom Quill. There's
pl enty of places to go.

RYDER/ QUI LL
But you already clained that one. You
peed on it.

MALE COLLEAGUE
Yeah, but | don't...own it. It's a

urinal .
RYDER/ QUI LL
Real | y?! So, | can just like...pee
ri ght where you pee? Seens ki nda
i ntimte.

MALE COLLEAGUE
Are you...did you get brain damage
fromyour fall?

RYDER/ QUI LL
No! | was just being polite! But I'm
gonna just...go...

Ryder/ Quill wal ks over to the urinal and stands in front of
it, trying to figure out howthis all works. He puts one foot
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on the urinal, unzips his pants, and begins to pee.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Hn This is...this is pretty easy.
Don't gotta wal k around for ten
m nutes to get the juices flow ng, no
snmel ling stuff beforehand.

Ryder/ Quill puts his hands on his hips, |ooking over at his
mal e col | eague, smling proudly.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ha! | still got it! Geat stream
The mal e col | eague just stares at Ryder/Quill as he wal ks out

of the bathroom..extrenely confused.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(confused)
What was his probl en?

EXT. JULIE' S APARTMENT - DAY
DECEMBER 2ND, 2024 (23 DAYS UNTIL CHRI STMAS)

Julie cones out of her building and stops when she sees
Nel son standi ng outside hol ding sonething she can't believe.
It's a dog, the cutest Beagle you' ve ever seen.

NEL SON
Sonmebody wants to say hi.

Juli e sighs, shaking her head, and wal ks past him Nel son
foll ows her.

NEL SON
Cone on, Julie, I"'mtrying here.

JULI E
By doi ng what ?

NEL SON
| got himfor you.

Julie stops, annoyed.

JULI E
Ryder's ashes aren't even cold yet and
you think you can just show up here
wi th a new dog and everythi ng goes
back to nornal ?
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NEL SON
How many tinmes do | have to apol ogi ze?
Julie, I amsorry.
(beat)
And | mss you. | just thought maybe

this would...make things a little
easier for you.

JULI E
How | ong were we dating?
NEL SON
Si x nont hs.
JULI E
And how much do you "m ss" nme?
NEL SON
A hell of a whole |ot.
JULI E
And have you started dating soneone
el se?
NEL SON

O course, not.

JULI E
Ckay. | had Ryder for a year. Do you
think that any dog is going to change
the way | feel about |osing hinf

Nel son lets out a deep breath, taking in Julie's words and
realizing his m sjudgnment of the situation.

NELSON
Just tell me what | can do to nake
this right.

JULI E
(beat)
Bring Ryder back to life.

Julie turns around and wal ks away from Nel son as he wat ches
her | eave, downtrodden. He then | ooks at the puppy in his
arns.

NEL SON
VWhat the hell am | supposed to do with
you now?
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The dog starts |licking Nelson Iovingly. Nelson grinaces.
EXT. DOGGY PARK - N GHT

Ryder/ Quill sits on a bench, watching the dogs, sonewhat
sadly, playing with one another and their owners.

JULIE (V.Q)
Come on, Ryder! Cone on, go get it, go
get it!...good boy! Wo's a good boy?!

Ryder/ Quill smles to hinself, he msses Julie terribly.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
Vhew

Soneone sits down next to him it's Trent, one of the nen who
owns Cannon, Ryder's best friend.

TRENT
| thought the weather would nake him
wanna stay inside but ny dog seens to
| ove the winter.

Ryder/ Qi ll | ooks over, recognizing Trent.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey. I...l know you. You' re Cannon's
dad.
TRENT

You know Cannon? | don't think I've
ever seen you at the park before.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Un ..yeah, yeah, | do. | uh, | used to
come here all the tinme. Until ny
dog. . . di ed.

TRENT
Ch. I'msorry to hear that. You know,

it's crazy how sonme people don't
understand that losing a dog is |ike
losing a fam |y nenber.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah, Cannon used to tal k about his
famly all the tine.

TRENT
You...talk...to Cannon?
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RYDER/ QUI LL
Al the tine! We're |ike besti es.

TRENT
Ch. kay. Un | have to run to the
bat hroomm woul d you m nd keepi ng an
eye on himfor just a few m nutes?

RYDER/ QUI LL
Cannon's not goi ng anywhere.

Ryder/ Qi ll | ooks over at Cannon as he plays tug of war with
a rope that's attached to a netal pole.

RYDER/ QUI LL
He has a vendetta with that rope. It's
definitely personal at this point.

Trent goes in his pocket and takes out a bag of treats.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(eyes wi de)
Ch ny God. Those...those are the
t hings! The--the--little bites of
meaty goodness!

TRENT
Yeah, they're Cannon's favorite.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Wuld you mnd if I...

Ryder/ Quill gestures towards Cannon.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Tug-of -war really works up his
appetite.

TRENT
Sur e.

Trent | ooks at Ryder/Quill for a nmonent quizzically, and then
hands Ryder/Quill the bag of treats.

TRENT
"1l be right back

Trent gets up fromthe bench and wal ks away. Ryder/Quill gets
up fromthe bench and wal ks over to Cannon while the dog
continues to play tug of war with hinself and the rope.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
We coul d never get that thing off. The
stupid silver thing always w ns.

Cannon ignores Ryder/Quill as he continues to play wth the
r ope.
RYDER/ QUI LL
(sighs)

How am | gonna do this, Cannon? Make
two of these humans do that |ove
thing? | don't even know the first

t hing about it.

Cannon continues to ignore Ryder/Quill.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Li ke, why do they even want it? And
how do they fall into it? Is it like,

a hole or sonething? Cause |I'm good at
di ggi ng hol es, so that would be easy.

Cannon continues playing with the rope. Ryder/Quill bends
down and takes a treat out of the bag, finally grabbing
Cannon's attention. He feeds one to Cannon.

RYDER/ QUI LL
You can't understand ne, can you? You
probably don't even know who | am
(beat)
I"'mtrying to...figure that out nyself
now t oo.

Ryder/ Qi ll feeds Cannon another treat.

RYDER/ QUI LL

It's like being inside this guy, sone
things are just...automatic. Like,
just know them O hers...not so nuch.

(beat)
| wish you could tell ne what to do.
You and Julie, you were...the cl osest
people to nme. | |ove you guys.

Cannon whi npers slightly, tilting his head. Ryder/Quill feeds
Cannon anot her treat, then nonchalantly eats one hinself.
Ryder/ Quill | ooks at the bag, reading the |abel.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Duck?! Ch, your dads are fancy.
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Ryder/ Qi ll eats another treat and pets Cannon on the head.
He then | ooks over, seeing that Trent and his partner have
been watching himthe entire tine, stunned.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Uh...sharing is caring, right?!

TRENT' S HUSBAND
Who is that guy? He seens to be really
good with Cannon.

TRENT
| never got his name but...| feel |ike
| know him

TRENT' S HUSBAND
(beat)
We haven't slept with him have we?

| NT. CAMERON S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Julie sits on the couch, | ooking at sonme photos spread across
the coffee table. Caneron cones out of the kitchen with two
gl asses of wine. He hands one to Julie and then sits down on
t he couch.

JULI E
Ugh, thank you, this was very much
needed.

CAMERON

Am | driving you that crazy with ny
i ndeci si veness? My ex used to conplain
about it all the tine.

JULI E
Ch no, not at all. You're actually a
wel cone di straction.

CAVERON
It sounds like there's tea with the
W ne.
JULI E
Not hi ng you'd wanna hear, |'m sure.
CAVERON

What do you nean? The gays | ove tea.
Especially when it's about soneone
we're getting to know. So, spill.



JULI E
(sighs)
It's ny ex.

CAMERON
Trying to conme back around for the
hol i days?

JULI E
We broke up recently. Um..ny dog. He
di ed.

CAMERON
Oh ny God. That cute little dog you
had with you at the park?

JULI E
The very one. My ex never really took
to him And if I'm being honest, Ryder
never really warnmed up to Nel son
ei t her.

CAMERON
Vell, fromwhat | know about dogs,
t hey can becone very territorial over
their owners.

JULI E
Definitely. There was an acci dent
and...l don't know, | just...|'ve been
hol di ng Nel son responsi bl e because |
feel like in sonme way, he wanted Ryder

to be gone. And...he got his w sh.

CAMERON
Vll...and | don't wanna over st ep.

JULI E
| unl oaded on you, so the fl oodgates
are open.

CAMERON
(beat)
Do you think maybe you're...projecting
your anger at the universe for taking
Ryder, at your ex?

JULI E
(t hi nks)
| don't think he left that w ndow open
on purpose. And he has been trying to

39.



make up for what he did but | don't
know. ..l feel like being with him

woul d be...a disservice to Ryder's
nmenory.

CAVERON
So, you're just gonna spend Chri stnmas
al one?

JULI E
Aren't you? | nean, | don't see a guy
her e.

CAMERON

That's because | amcurrently jaded
and al so hating nen.

JULI E
Spill.
CAMVERON
Long story short, | was dating this

guy for a few nonths and he invited ne
to his famly's house for ny birthday
and let's just say | wasn't the only
one "bl ow ng" things out.

(beat)
Caught himwth his "best friend".

JULI E
Quch. I'msorry.

CAVERON
Don't be. It's given me nore tine to
focus on work and to decorate ny
pl ace. Wiich is comng out really good
t hanks to you.

JULI E
So, there's no other prospects?
CAVERON
(beat)
No.
JULI E
l'"man interior decorator. | know when

people are lying to ne. You're |ying
to ne.

40.
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CAMERON
There isn't a guy! | nean...
(shrugs)
| nmean, there is a guy but he's not a
guy for ne. Does that nake sense?

JULI E
If you were to el aborate.
CAVERON
(beat)
It's a co-worker of mne. H's nanme is
Qill. He...fell, and then he went

into a coma for a week, and he came
out a whole...different person.

JULI E
D fferent how?

CAVERON
Vell. ..

(si ghs)

The Quill I knew was...raunchy. C osed
of f. Abrasive. The king of casual sex.
But now, he's...lighter. Quirky. Kind
of ...sentinental .

JULI E
So, post-coma Quill is nore endearing

than pre-coma Qill?

CAVERON
Of the record? Slightly. But that's
nei ther here nor there because |I'm
sure his change in personality is
probably just sone fluke of the cona.

JULI E
(qui ckly)
Unh- huh. Sure.

Julie sips her w ne.

CAMERON
| hired you. | can fire you.

JULI E
Ch, sweetie...

Julie | ooks around the apartnent.
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JULI E
' mnot going anywhere. You need al
the hel p you can get in here.
Julie and Caneron | augh together, sipping their w ne.
I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - DAY

Julie is knocked out sleep after her night of drinking and
tal king with Caneron.

DOORBELL RI NGS
Julie doesn't nove.
DOORBELL RI NGS

Julie pops up, hearing the doorbell this time. She turns over
and picks up her phone, checking the tine.

CLOSE UP ON PHONE SCREEN. TI ME READS 10:11 A M

JULI E
This is why you don't drink on the
job, Julie.
DOORBELL RI NGS
JULI E
(huffs)
Nel son...l amgoing to kill you

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVI NG ROOM FOYER - DAY

Julie wal ks slowy towards the front door, her feet
practically dragging fromthe hangover she's currently
experiencing. She reaches the front door and opens it,
expecting to see Nel son. However, she sees a man she's never
seen before.

JULI E
H. Can | help you?

The man standing there is Ryder/Quill, a bright smle on his
face. Though, his snml|e fades when he notices Julie's
di shevel ed appear ance.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
Oh, | know that |ook. You're never fun

when you have that | ook
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JULI E
|"msorry. Do | know you?
RYDER/ QUI LL
(nervous)
Un..kinda sorta. Well, | nean, | know
you!
(sighs)
It's really good to see you, Julie.
JULI E
Un ..okay. |'ve never seen you a day
inm life so...I"mgonna...close the

door now. Merry Chri st nmas!

Julie starts to close the door, Ryder/Qill starts to panic.
He can't let this happen.

RYDER/ QUI LL
My nanme i s Ryder

The nention of her dog's name stops Julie in her tracks. She
hol ds the door open slightly, cracked just a little so she
can still see the man on the other side.

JULI E
What did you say?

RYDER/ QUI LL
| said...ny nanme is Ryder. And
um..there's no easy way to say this

but . ..

(beat)
Julie, it's me! I'm..your dog.
" m..Ryder.

Julie just stares at the man for a few | ong nonents,
processing his words. After a few nore seconds, she speaks.

JULI E
|"mcalling the cops.

Julie closes the door and |l ocks it.

EXT. JULIE' S APARTMENT - HALLWAY - DAY

RYDER/ QUI LL
Julie! Julie, please! | know this
sounds crazy but it's true! | wish |

could explain it but...listen, I...
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I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM FOYER - DAY

Julie stands with her back agai nst the door. Scared.
Conf used.

JULI E
Look, | don't who you are or why
you're doing this but go away!

EXT. JULIE' S APARTMENT - HALLWAY - DAY

RYDER/ QUI LL
Trust me, | knowthis is hard to
believe but...|l can convince you! Um

um um uh, you...you love to dance
whil e you' re cooking! And you,
um..you never let ne cone into the
bat hr oom when you' re taking a shower!
Oh! And ny ki bble ball!

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVI NG ROOM FOYER - DAY

Julie's expression changes to one of intrigue hearing the
wor ds "Kki bble ball".

EXT. JULIE S APARTMENT - HALLWAY - DAY

RYDER/ QUI LL
Julie...l"msorry.
(beat)
| shoul d've never chased that ball.
And | shoul d've never tried to...chase
Nel son away.

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM FOYER - DAY

Julie sighs, shaking her head, she realizes what's going on
now.

JULI E
Nel son.

Jul i e opens the door, facing Ryder/Qill again.

JULI E
Look. I know it's the holidays and you
probably need the noney but tel
Nel son that this? Is cruel

RYDER/ QUI LL
Julie...
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JULI E
No, no! He sends soneone here
pretending to be what? Possessed by ny
dead dog? And the fact that you even
went along with sonething like this..

RYDER/ QUI LL
| would never work with The Douche! |
mean, Nelson. Julie, | amtelling you

the truth. |I'm Ryder.

JULI E
(beat)
You're sick. And if you ever cone back
here again, | swear to God I will call
t he cops.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Jul . ..

Julie slanms the door and locks it again. Ryder/Quill stands
there for a nonment, dejected and def eat ed.

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM FOYER - DAY

Julie stands at the door for a nonent, angry, but also
confused after her encounter with this apparently crazy
stranger. She goes over to a photo on the mantle of her
fireplace and picks it up.

CLOSE UP ON PHOTO OF JULI E SM LI NG AND HOLDI NG RYDER

Julie caresses the frame, fondly, thinking about the man's
claims. It may be the grief but the tiniest part of her,
sonewhere deep down...wants to believe the things he said.
After a few nonents, Julie's enotions flip back to anger. She
pi cks up her phone and begins witing a text.

I NT. COFFEE SHOP - TABLE - DAY

Ryder/Quill sits at a table by hinself, mulling over what to
do about Julie. He takes a sip of the beverage in his cup.

RYDER/ QUI LL
That's chocol ate?! Wiy can't we have
that?! It's amazing. Hm nmaybe this
human thing has its perks.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
Hey, um.



46.

Ryder/ Qi ll 1 ooks up, a handsonme nale barista stands in front
of him
BARI STA
You' ve got...sonething on your nose.
Ryder/ Qi ll touches his nose, feeling the remants of whip
creamthat was left fromhis hot chocol ate.
RYDER/ QUI LL
(laughs slightly)
Thank you. I'"'mnormally able to just

lick that stuff off. Benefits of
havi ng a | ong tongue.

BARI STA
Hm Maybe. .

The barista takes out a pen and wites sonething dowm on a
napkin that's on the table.

BARI STA
| could try that out sone tine.

The barista winks at Ryder/Quill and then wal ks away. Unsure
of what just transpired, Ryder/Quill picks up the napkin,
seei ng a phone nunber on it.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ww. This guy wants a | ot of hot
chocol at es.
(takes a sip)
And | really can't blanme him This is
i fe changing.

NOTI FI CATI ON PI NGS ON PHONE
Ryder/ Quill 1 ooks at the phone and opens the notification.
NO GAG REFLEX #3 ( TEXT)

GONNA BE AT FOXXXY'S TONI GHT. COVE OUT
FOR A " DRI NK".

I NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - CAMERON S OFFI CE - DAY

Canmeron sits at his desk on a phone call as he puts itens
into a box.

CAMERON
Ckay. That's anmazing. Thank you so
much. "City Soci al s" appreciates your
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hospitality. Happy holidays.

Camer on hangs up the phone. He picks up a stuffed animal from
his desk, looking at it. Grabbing a pair of scissors, he cuts
the head off and throws it in the box.

LYDIA (O S.)
Yi kes. Sonebody's yuletide is
definitely not gay this year.

Caneron turns his head, seeing Lydia standing in the doorway.

CAMERON
It's not easy saying "happy holidays"”
when there is in fact, nothing...happy
about the holidays.

LYDI A
How did everything go with Radio City?

CAVERON
They agreed to sponsor two free
tickets to The Rockettes for our
Chri stmas Scavenger Hunt.

LYDI A
Well, that's sonething to be thankfu
for.

CAVERON

| guess. Were you able to secure
Bryant Park?

LYDI A

Still going back and forth with the
guy in their corporate office. You
know, it's really hard to get nen to
give you free stuff when you're not
sl eeping with them

(t hi nks)
Maybe we should put Quill on this one.

CAVERON
Put his "talents" to good use, huh?
LYDI A
Or...you could put his talents to good
use.
CAVERON

What are you tal ki ng about ?
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| saw the way you were | ooking at him
the other day after he came up with
this genius idea. Seens |ike someone's
t hawi ng.

CAVERON
| amnot...thawing. |'mwearing
| ayers. Miltiple.

LYDI A
A therapist would call those "walls".
Walls that | think you should Iet
Quill break. Shatter. Stretch out.

CAVERON
Lydi a!
LYDI A
What?! |'mjust saying. Quill seens to

be...different now. Maybe you should
t ake advantage before he reverts to
form

CAMERON
Har d pass.
LYD A
Wll...no one likes it soft.

I NT. FOXXXY'S - N GHT
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"Underneath the Tree" by Kelly d arkson pl ays over the

speakers

Christmas nusic plays as the attendees at the bar enjoy the

eveni ng. Dancing. Having drinks and conversation. Mking out
under m stletoe. Ryder/Quill wal ks inside, followed by
Cameron. Ryder/Quill |ooks around, taking in the scene.

RYDER/ QUI LL
It's a...party.

CAVERON
It's a weeknight at a gay bar which
nmeans it's always a party. You should
know t hat .

RYDER/ QUI LL
Ri ght, right!
(beat)
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Thanks for uh, comng with nme by the
way.

CAVERON
Well...thanks for inviting ne.
needed a break fromwork and this
whol e decorating ny apartnent thing.

RYDER/ QUI LL
So...what do we do now?
CAMERON
(t hi nks)

Dri nks.

Canmeron and Ryder/Quill make their way to the bar and sit
down. The manager of the bar and sonetines bartender, MATEO
"TEO'" FELIZ (28); handsonme, Hi spanic, and wearing a bright
smle that hides the sadness behind his eyes, cones over to
t hem

NOTE: Mateo "Teo" Feliz is one of the |ead characters from
anot her queer holiday romantic conedy of mne titled, "Can
Keep You?". Yes! | amcreating a "Rom Com C nematic

Uni verse"...the RCCU, if you wll.

TEO

Qill! Hey man, it's good to see you.
RYDER/ QUI LL

Uh...you too, man!
TEO

So, | got this newdrink, it's been

pretty popular. Could |I get one for
you and your date?

CAMERON
Oh, noooo, this is not a date. W are
co-wor kers.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey! | think we're...friends.
(to Teo)

And yeah, that's fine.

TEO
Got chu' .

Teo | eaves the two and begins making their drinks. Cameron
| ooks behind him seeing a couple kissing under m stl etoe.
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CAVERON
(sighs)
| shoul d've ordered a shot of the
strongest thing they have.

RYDER/ QUI LL
|"d reconmend what ever they give you
at the doctor's office when they're
cutting your sack off. Cannon told ne
it knocks you right out.

CAMERON
(shocked)
A friend of yours had testicul ar
cancer?
RYDER/ QUI LL

Nah, he was just really horny.
Coul dn't stop hunpi ng everyt hi ng.

Cameron | aughs, he wasn't expecting that joke from"Quill™".

CAVERON
| appreciate your attenpt to nmake ne
| augh.
(beat)
It's not really easy seeing all this
hol i day | ove when you don't have any
of your own.

Ryder/ Quill senses Caneron's sadness. Teo cones back over to
themwi th two beverages in his hands, he places them down.

TEO
Two enhanced pi neapple nojitos.

Canmeron tastes the drink. He's pleasantly pleased.

CAMVERON
This is really good.

TEO
Thank you. A friend of mne...hel ped
me out with the idea.

Ryder/ Quill tastes the beverage and makes a sour face,
tasting alcohol for the first tine. As it settles in, his
expressi on changes.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Humans have really good stuff to
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drink! Water gets so boring after a

whi | e.

CAVERON
Vell, tell your friend this is a
homer un.

TEO

| would but...we're actually in
a...weird place right now.

RYDER/ QUI LL
You ain't the only one.

Ryder/ Quill takes another gulp of his beverage.

TEO
Hey, um..could |I ask you guys a
little bit of advice? Unh...guy to guy
about...guy on guy...stuff?

CAVERON
Sure.
TEO
(beat)
How do you know...when you're in | ove?
Caneron | ooks over at Ryder/Quill, who happens to be in the
m ddl e of finishing his drink.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh, don't look at ne, | have no idea.
CAVERON
"' m not surprised.
(to Teo)

| think it's different for everybody.
But for me...confortability. Wen you
can be conpletely yourself in front of
t hat person without worrying, that's a
si gn.

Ryder/Qill listens to Caneron's words...thinking about Julie
and the last tinme he saw her with Nel son.

JULIE (V.0QO)
And then, you show up. Wth your
guitar and | ate-ni ght serenades..
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NELSON (V. Q)

(shyly)
My voice is shit.

JULIE (V.0O)
But you love to sing and | love to
hear you try.

CAVERON
And nervousness. Your pal nms get sweaty
when you're around them because you
al ways wanna say the right thing.

TEO
| s that why nmy hands are al ways wet
when |'maround...ny friend?

CAMERON
(laughs slightly)
Possi bly. Oh! And you're al ways
t hi nki ng about what can bring a smle
to their face. Their happiness is your
priority.

Ryder/ Quill continues to think of Julie and Nel son.

JULIE (V.0QO)
And you surprise ne with tickets to
see the best underground band in New
York City doing holiday covers that |
have been dying to check out...

Ryder/ Quill's eyes go wide as a realization hits him

RYDER/ QUI LL
Hey, Drink Guy...

TEO
O...just Teo.

RYDER/ QUI LL
VWhere's the bat hr oonf

Teo points toward an opening at the back of the bar.

RYDER/ QUI LL
"Il be right back

Ryder/ Quill | eaves his seat hastily, |eaving Canmeron and Teo
conf used.
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I NT. FOXXXY'S - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Ryder/ Quill leans on the sink, looking in the mrror at his
reflection.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Julie was in |ove.
(shakes head)
Turns out, you're the actual douche,

Ryder .
MALE VO CE (O S.)
vell, well, well...
Ryder/ Quill turns around, seeing an attractive man standi ng

near one of the stalls with a m schievous grin on his face.

NO GAG REFLEX #3
Look who finally arrived.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(confused)
Ch, | already clained mne at work.

You can have that one.

NO GAG REFLEX #3
Come here, you.

The man wal ks up to Ryder/Quill and kisses him Though,
Ryder/ Quill just stands there with his eyes open, shocked and
unengaged. The man pul I s back.

NO GAG REFLEX #3
VWhat's the natter?

RYDER/ QUI LL
What are you doi ng?

NO GAG REFLEX #3
Ch, you wanna get right to doing it? |
i ke that.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Doing it?! No, no, no we can't do
t hat .

The man takes Ryder/Quill by the hand, leading himto a
bathroom stall. The front door to the bathroom opens and
Cameron wal ks in, he stops when he sees "Quill" and the man
in the stall.
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CAMERON
(scoffs)
Wiy am | not surprised?

RYDER/ QUI LL
Cam

Ryder/ Qi ll breaks away fromthe man and noves qui ckly over
to Cam putting his arm around Caneron.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(to No Gag Refl ex #3)
You see, you and | can't...do

it...because...l"mgonna do it...with
hi m

CAMERON
What ?!

RYDER/ QUI LL

Yup. Come on, let's go. W're gonna do

it.
Ryder/ Qi ll takes Caneron by the hand and | eaves the
bat hr oom

NO GAG REFLEX #3
What was that about? Quill is always
down for a little "stall craw".
(checks wat ch)
Well, the night is young. |I'msure
sonebody else will be in here.

| NT. FOXXXY'S - DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT
"True Love" by Ariana G ande plays over the speakers

As Ryder/Quill pulls Cameron by the hand through the crowd of

peopl e sl ow danci ng, Canmeron stops. Ryder/Quill turns around.
CAMERON
Okay, stop. Quill, what the hell was
t hat ?
RYDER/ QUI LL

(beat; whispers)
That guy wanted to...he wanted to do
me in there!

CAMERON
Uh, okay. Isn't that what you're al
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about ?
RYDER/ QUI LL
What woul d make you think that?
CAVERON
Because | know you.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh, really?
Ryder/ Quill | ooks around, seeing guys slow dancing with each

ot her. He grabs Cameron by the hand, spins himaround, and
then pulls himclose, taking Caneron's other hand and begins
to move slowy to the nusic.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Bet ya didn't know I was gonna do
t hat .
CAMVERON
(beat)

No. No, | didn't.

Though he's unsure of "Quill's" sudden actions, Caneron
doesn't nove away. They dance slowy for a few nonents,
quietly.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
CAMERON
Yeah.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Have you ever been, ya know...in that

| ove thing?

CAVERON
Not really.
(beat)
Have you?
RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
No. Honestly, | never really knew what
it was until | heard you tal king about
it.
CAVERON

That expl ai ns your beeline to the
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bat hroom Scared ya, huh?

RYDER/ QUI LL
Renmenber ny best friend | told you
about ?
CAVERON
Uh- huh.
RYDER/ QUI LL
| realized that | um..| may have

messed things up for her and the
person she was in love with. My friend
Cannon said | was...]jeal ous because
she wasn't spending as nuch time with
nme anynore.

CAMERON
Vell, | nmean, that's a natural hunan
feeling sonetines.

RYDER/ QUI LL
It was just that she was all | ever
really had. Until she came into ny
life, I was always just...alone. In ny

own little cage just...waiting to be
soneone' s conpani on.

(beat)
But | guess she was...doing the sane
t hi ng.
Caneron | ooks into "Quill's" eyes. Seeing himin a new |ight

after this deep and intimate exchange.

CAVERON
W're...all looking for love, Quill.
Even if some of us have given up on
finding it.

RYDER/ QUI LL

G ven up? Wiy? You don't seemlike a
hard person to | ove.

CAVERON
(t ouched)
Thanks.
(beat)
And if this is the real Quill that
you' ve been hiding all this
tinme...maybe there's hope for you yet.
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As they continue to dance, |ooking into each other's eyes,
Ryder/ Quill and Caneron connect.

A spark is lit.

Canmeron leans into "Quill", going for a kiss, but Ryder/Quil
pul | s back.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Uh, Cam ..
CAMERON

(enmbarrassed)
|"'msorry. That was...that was stupid.
Li sten, |I'mgonna go but um..thanks
for the dance.

Canmeron wal ks away, feeling |like a dunce for his actions.
Ryder/ Qi ll watches him| eave.

Then his eyes go wide, hit with another realization.

RYDER/ QUI LL

Oh ny God. Cam..likes Quill.

(t hi nks)
And if | can nake Camfall in |ove
with Quill...then it's goodbye two
| egs and hello four-I|egged Heaven.

(t hi nks)
But first...another pineapple water.
Definitely need nore of that.

EXT. JULIE S APARTMENT - DAY

Julie is standing outside of her apartnent building, bundled
up with her arns crossed, waiting for soneone. She | ooks to
her left, seeing Nelson wal king up the street. Julie wal ks
down the stairs as Nelson wal ks up to her.

NEL SON
Hey Jules. | was so glad to get your
t ext yesterday.

Julie slaps Nel son across the face.

NEL SON
Not glad to get that. Wat the hel
was that for?!

JULI E
You have gone too far.
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NEL SON
Julie, | amsorry bringing you the
dog, okay?!

JULI E

This is not about the dog. Well, not
that dog. This is about the guy you
sent to ny apartnent the other day.

NEL SON
(conf used)
Quy?

JULI E
You know, nobst people would send
fl owers, candy, maybe even
sone. .. goddamed si ngi ng Chri st nas
el ves! But sendi ng soneone to pretend
they're ny reincarnated dead dog? \Wat
is wong with you?!

RYDER/ QUILL (O S.)
There's nothing wong with him Julie!

Nel son and Julie turn their attention to the voice com ng
from behind Julie. They see Ryder/Quill standing there.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| mean, | thought there was, but it
turns out...l...was the problem
JULI E

| told you | would call the cops if |
ever saw you again, stalker.

NEL SON
This is the guy bothering you?
| medi ately, Nel son goes up to Ryder/Quill, grabbing him by
the shirt.
NEL SON

What's your problem dude? Why woul d
you do sonething like that to her? Wo
the hell are you?

RYDER/ QUI LL
|--1 peed on your stuff twenty-nine
times!

This triggers Nel son because the guy is right about how nmany
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ti mes Ryder urinated on his bel ongi ngs. However, Nelson stil

holds himtightly by the shirt.

RYDER/ QUI LL
And the last tine | saw you, you were
taking Julie to a concert. "The Quys
Who Pl ay".

This triggers Julie.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(to Julie)
You wore a t-shirt Nel son gave you. O
t he band. You left us alone to take a
shower. ..

Nel son lets go of Ryder/Quill, listening intently as he
continues to speak.

RYDER/ QUI LL
And Nel son gave nme ny ki bbl e ball
(beat)
| loved that ball.
(beat)
And | woul d've | oved that puffy jacket
you were gonna give ne too.

Julie | ooks at Nel son, shocked.

JULI E

| never told you I brought that jacket

for Ryder.

Julie looks at Ryder/Quill in amazenent, awe, and shock.

JULI E

It...can't be.
RYDER/ QUI LL

(beat)

| mss our one night a nonth.

Julie gasps, her hands going to her mouth! After a few

nmonments, she throws her arnms around Ryder/Quill and he hugs
her back tightly. Nelson watches the "reunion” in front of

him trying to process everything.

NEL SON
(frantic)
VWHAT THE HELL 1S GO NG ON?!



60.

I NT. JULIE' S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ryder/ Quill and Julie sit on the couch, Nelson sits on the
| oveseat .

JULI E
This i s unbelievabl e.

NEL SON
| need a drink.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh, drinks! Another thing you guys
have that | |ove. Have you ever had
hot chocol ate? It's wowwwww

JULI E
(smling)
It is...so amazing to see you again.
Even |ike this.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(smles)

| feel the sane way. But...it isn't
permanent. | mean, this guy, Qill? He
has a life and um..I'mgonna have to
give it back to himso I can...have ny
afterlife.

NEL SON
And that only happens if you make two
people fall in Iove.

RYDER/ QUI LL

Exactly. The way that you guys are.

Julie and Nel son | ook at each ot her awkwardly.

JULI E

W' ve never said that to each other.
NELSON

Yeah, | nean, we--we're not even

t oget her right now.

RYDER/ QUI LL
But you shoul d be!
(to Julie)
Julie, what happened to ne isn't
Nel son's fault. That night, | went

after the kibble ball because |I wanted



to...take a crap on Nel son's wooden
noi se maker

(beat)
| thought it would nake himgo away.

NEL SON
You were gonna crap on ny guitar?!

RYDER/ QUI LL
Have you ever heard your two skin
fl appers make the noise?

JULI E
(1 aughs)
| think it's cute.
RYDER/ QUI LL
And see? That's why you're in | ove.
(beat)

And | need you guys' help to nmake
Canmeron feel that way about nme. Well,
about Quill.

NELSON
VWho' s Caneron?

JULI E
You' re not tal king about...Cameron
Li nk, are you?

RYDER/ QUI LL

Yeah, that's him Do you know hinf
JULI E

He's actually one of ny clients. I'm

desi gning his new apartnent.

RYDER/ QUI LL
This is perfect!

NEL SON
This is crazy.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah, that too but also...doable. Last
night, | got the feeling that Camis
into Quill. Now I just need you guys
to teach me howto...get himto |ike
me nore. | nean, Qill, nore

(swal | ows hard)
By Chri st nas.

61.



Jul i e and Nel son exchange gl ances.

NEL SON
Ryder. ..
(t hi nks)
Cannot believe | just said that.
(beat)
Christmas is in |like, three weeks.
People don't fall in love that fast.
JULI E
Not if you don't believe in Christmas
m racl es.

Julie reaches out and grips Ryder's hand | ovingly.

JULI E
And | got my mracle. So...we're going
to do everything we can to nmake sure
you get yours.

| NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - CAMERON S OFFI CE - DAY
DECEMBER 5TH, 2024 (20 DAYS UNTI L CHRI STMVAS)
Caneron is sitting at his desk, typing an e-mail

JULIE (V.0O)
The best way to show a person you |ike
themis the sinplest way...spend tine
wi th them

NELSON (V. Q)
Yeah, nothing says, "Hey, | |ike you"
nmore than quality tine.

62.

Ryder/ Qi ll cones into the doorway, holding a tray with two
cups. He knocks on the wall, getting Caneron's attention.
RYDER/ QUI LL
So, | spoke with that cooking school,

and they agreed to give us a free
hol i day cooki e making class for the
scavenger hunt.

CAVERON
Ch Quill, that's great!

RYDER/ QUI LL
| know, right?!
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Ryder/ Quill walks into the office and sits down across from
Canmeron, putting a cup on his table.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Fi gured you coul d use sone conpany
whil e you work. Hot chocol ate?

CAMERON
Uh...yeah sure. Wiy not?

RYDER/ QUI LL
What cha' wor ki ng on?

CAVERON
The biggest thing we need for this
scavenger hunt. Trying to get
Rockefeller Center to host a private
dinner in front of the tree.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh, | love that tree! Let ne help.
Ryder/ Quill goes over to Caneron, |eaning over his shoul der.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Al right, so..

Their cl oseness puts Caneron on edge...but in a good way.
| NT. CAMERON S APARTMENT - LI'VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

NELSON (V. Q)
Al ways make sure they know you're
t hi nki ng about them

JULIE (V.Q)
Yeah. People like to feel wanted.
Desired. There's nothing better than
knowi ng you're on soneone's m nd when
t hey coul d be thinking about countl ess
ot her things.

Canmeron wal ks into his living roomfromthe kitchen, sitting
on the couch. He un-pauses the television and settles in with
a cup of hot chocol ate.

CAMERON' S PHONE PI NGS

Caneron picks up his phone fromthe table and checks it. He
| aughs when he sees it's a nmessage from"Quill" wth a
pi cture attached; he's wearing a Santa hat, holding out a cup



64.

of hot chocol at e.

RYDER/ QUI LL ( TEXT)
|' D BET YOU DI NNER YOU RE DRI NKI NG
TH'S R GHT NOW

Canmeron sniles and wites back.

CAVERON ( TEXT)
ARE YOU ASKI NG ME OUT ON A DATE?

I NT. QUILL"S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Ryder/ Qi ll | ooks at his phone in confusion.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
VWhat the heck is a date?

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

NELSON (V. Q)
A date neans it's tine to seal the
deal .

JULIE (V.Q)
And solidify all your hard work.

Caneron and Ryder/Quill are sitting down at a table, talking.
The waiter conmes over with their steak di nners. Caneron picks
up his utensils and starts cutting into his steak.

Ryder/ Quill picks up his steak and starts biting into it, al
of the steak juices on his face. Canmeron | ooks at him
awkwar dl y.

RYDER/ QUI LL
VWhat ?

CAVERON
"' m guessing a knife and fork are too
much wor K.

RYDER/ QUI LL

Those things just get in the way. |
nmean, | ook at this beautiful piece of
meat, it was neant to be eaten, not
taken care of.

(beat)
Try it nmy way. Trust nme, it tastes a
whol e | ot better.
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CANMVERON
| think 1'"ll just do it the humane
way.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Live alittle, Cam come on! Life is
short. Believe nme...l know.

Cameron sighs, thinking. After a noment or two, he picks up
the steak with his hands and takes a bite. Then he snil es.

CAMERON
| don't know how...but it does taste
better.

RYDER/ QUI LL

Because you're being free! You know,
sone of the best tines for dogs are
when they're able to go off-|eash and
just be...free. It nmakes the world
feel different. Like...you re nore
connected to it. And even though it
can be scary sonetines, they're al ways
confortable letting go...because they
know t hey have someone to go back to.
(beat)
Sonmeone who's al ways gonna be there
for them

For a few nonents, Caneron is stunned into silence by
"Quill's" words.

CAVERON
(1 nmpressed)
That coma really brought sonething
outta you.
(beat; smles)
And | think that maybe...l1'd like to

see nore of it.
Ryder/ Quill smles brightly...his plan seens to be working.
MONTAGE BEG NS ("M stl etoe" by Justin Bieber plays)
EXT. CENTRAL PARK - DAY
Ryder/ Quill and Caneron are having a snowball fight. Caneron
hits Ryder/Quill in the face with a snowball, Ryder/Quil

falls to the floor. Caneron | ooks concerned and runs over to
hi m bendi ng down to check on him
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Ryder/ Quill surprises Caneron with a snowball to the face and
Canmer on gasps in shock! He then junps on top of Ryder/Quill
and the two begin to westle in the snow.

EXT. HERALD SQUARE - NI GHT

Cameron and Ryder/Quill are standing with a crowd, | ooking at
the Christnmas displays that are set up in the front w ndows
of Macys.

Ryder/ Quill | ooks amazed, pointing excitedly, experiencing
this for the first time with human eyes. Caneron | ooks over
at him smling at "Quill"'s" child-Iike joy.
CLOSE UP ON CAMERON AND RYDER/ QUI LL' S HANDS

Slowy, Caneron grabs Ryder/Quill's hand, interlocking their
fingers together.

Ryder/ Qi ll | ooks over at Caneron, surprised at the
gesture...then he sm|es.

I NT. QUILL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Ryder/ Quill is sitting on the couch and watchi ng a novi e,

t horoughly entertained. He | aughs and then | ooks down,
expecting to see Caneron | aughing as well. However, Caneron's
head lies on Ryder/Quill's | ap, sonewhere between sleep and
bliss.

Ryder/ Quill 1ooks at himfor a nonent and then pets his head,

caressing Caneron's hair.
EXT. CHRI STMAS VI LLAGE - NI GHT

Ryder/ Qi ll and Caneron wal k hand in hand, tal king, as they
make their way through a Christmas village filled with
hol i day thenmed stores and other visitors.

Canmeron stops. Ryder/Quill |ooks confused. Canmeron gets a
twnkle in his eye and | ooks up.

CLOCSE UP ON M STLETOE HANG NG FROM TREE

Ryder/ Quill 1ooks up, not understanding the neaning of the
little Christmas trinket. He | ooks over and sees a couple a
few feet away fromthem standing under m stletoe and

ki ssi ng.

Ryder/ Quill 1 ooks back at Cameron...he understands now.
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And he's nervous. But al so, excited. Leaning down, he plants
a kiss on Caneron's lips...his first kiss. Caneron returns
the kiss, placing a hand on the side of Ryder/Quill's face.

The canera pulls back slowy as they continue to kiss...and
the rest of the world falls away.

I NT. QUILL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

The front door opens. Ryder/Quill comes in cheery and happy
after his night wth Caneron.

RYDER/ QUI LL

(singing)
"Have yourself a nmerry little
Chri strmas, nmake the yuletide..

Ryder/ Quill turns on the light in the living room

SERENA (O . S.)
Gay?

RYDER/ QUI LL SCREANS!
Serena is sitting on the couch, her |egs crossed confortably.
RYDER/ QUI LL

Serena! Dogs can have heart attacks
t oo, ya know.

SERENA
That' s ny bad.

RYDER/ QUI LL
What are you doi ng here?

SERENA
Just checking up on you. | see you've
made sone progress with Julie...and
Caner on.

(exci ted)

How was your first kiss?

RYDER/ QUI LL

Un..way different than |icking. But
it was |ike...

(sighs)
The first time Julie let me try a
cheesebur ger.

(smles)
It was the best thing ever.



SERENA
So, your plan is working?

RYDER/ QUI LL
It is.
A sadness cones over Ryder/Quill as he tries to find the
courage to ask a question that's been on his m nd.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Serena...what if | wanted to stay?
SERENA
Oh, Ryder...
RYDER/ QUI LL

Wait. Hear nme out. Fromwhat |'ve
heard about Quill? He was a douche.
But me? | amnot a douche. And Julie
is so happy that |I'm back and
Cam..he's just...he's amazing.

SERENA
|s Cam part of the reason you wanna
ditch eternal bliss?

Ryder/ Quill sighs and sits on the couch next to Serena.
many thoughts running through his m nd.

RYDER/ QUI LL
When dogs find their human we just
sort of...inprint on them W |ove

theminstantly, alnost by default,
because they take care of us.

(beat)
| never really knew it was the sane
way Wi th people. They care about each
ot her because...they take care of each
ot her.

(smles slightly)
You know, Camwas the first person
saw when you sent ne back

SERENA
He was there for Quill.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah but...now |'mhere for him
And. .. he seens to be here for ne.
(beat)
And it feels good! | don't think
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wanna | eave himjust yet.

SERENA
As much as | would love to let you
stay...that isn't how this works,
Ryder. You have a task and once it's
conpl eted. ..

RYDER/ QUI LL
| have to | eave.

Serena touches Ryder's leg, trying to offer some confort.

SERENA
Enotions are a sucky part of being
human. |'msorry, M. Adorable.
Ryder/ Quill | ooks over to say sonething to Serena, but she

has vani shed. Defeated, Ryder/Quill slunps onto the couch.

PRE- LAP

JULI E
So, that's it?

EXT. STREET - DAY
DECEMBER 20TH, 2024 (5 DAYS UNTIL CHRI STMAS)

Julie and Ryder/Quill walk slowy down the street, cups of
hot chocolate in their hands.

JULI E
| can't believe | only have five nore
days with you. | literally just got
you back.
RYDER/ QUI LL
Tell me about it.
(beat)
Do you...mss the way that | used to
be?
JULI E
(t hi nks)
At first? O course. | mssed cuddling
with you on the couch. I mssed the

way you woul d get excited whenever |
brought home a new bag of treats.
But...having you back...I've realized
that | just m ssed you. Ryder.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
So, if you had to choose...which ne
woul d you prefer?

JULI E
| can't really say because...you're
j ust you. Whether you have two | egs or
four...you're just Ryder. Full of |ove
with a zest for life.

Julie touches Ryder/Quill's hair.

JULI E
(1 aughs)
And you still have the softest hair.
RYDER/ QUI LL
(sadly)
Thanks. But it's not mne. It's

Qill's.

(frustrated)
And that is who Canmeron wants. It's
his body. Hi s voice..

Julie senses that Ryder has started to have feelings for
Caner on.

JULI E
But it's your heart, Ryder. You're the
one maki ng Caneron happy, not Quill.
And we don't have as nuch tine in this
life as we think so...enjoy the
experience while you can.

Ryder/ Quill digests Julie's words.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| think Nelson would like to hear that
t 00.
(beat)
Don't you?

Julie takes a nonent, thinking about her words and how t hey
apply to her own life.

| NT. CAMERON' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Canmeron sits on the couch on his laptop, finishing off sone

wor k. Ryder/Quill stands in front of the w ndow, | ooking
outside at the balcony and into the New York Gty skyline.
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CAVERON
That's good...that's great...and that
i s...done.
(cl oses the | aptop)
W really didit. In tw days, we wll
be hosting the nost romantic Christmas
event New York has ever seen

Cameron | ooks over, seeing "Qill" staring off into space.

CAVERON
You' re not gonna be able to spot Santa
or his reindeer for another couple
ni ghts.

Cameron wal ks over to "Quill", wapping his arns around his
wai st from behi nd.

CAMERON
You're a God send, you know that. This
whol e t hi ng woul d never have happened
if it wasn't for you.

Ryder/ Quill turns around to face Caneron, trying to hide his
proud sm | e.

RYDER/ QUI LL
G ve yourself alittle nore credit
than that. | only helped a bit.
CAVERON
You hel ped a | ot.
(beat)

| wasn't really looking forward to any
holiday festivities but...now things
are different.

(beat)
You're different.

Ryder/ Quill can't help but to feel guilty.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Cam..l...need to tell you sonething.

CAMERON
Tell me what ?

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
|*"mnot...who you think I am
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CAMERON
| know.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(surprised)
You do?

CAVERON
Yeah.
(beat)
You're everything...that | thought you
weren't.

Cameron ki sses Ryder/Quill, passionately. Ryder/Quill Kkisses
hi m back, unable to help hinself and his now human instincts.
Canmeron takes off Ryder/Quill's shirt, things starting to get
nor e intense.

Ryder/ Qi ll feels something happening in his nether
regions...he knows what's about to happen...but he can't |et
it happen. Not like this. Ryder/Quill pulls back.

RYDER/ QUI LL
kay, wait, wait, stop, stop!

CAMERON
Stop?! Un, Sinon says go!

Canmeron goes to kiss Ryder/Quill again, but Ryder/Quill stops
hi m

RYDER/ QUI LL
I"'m-1"m-1"ma dog!

CAMERON
No, you used to be a "dawg" and now
you're a good guy who | really care
about and really wanna throw on that
couch.

RYDER/ QUI LL
No, no, Caneron, | am..a dog. Well
I"'mthe spirit...of a dog...inside of
a human.

Canmeron stares at "Quill", processing his words.

CAMERON
You' re maki ng absolutely no sense.



RYDER/ QUI LL
Believe me, | know it sounds crazy...
CAMERON

No, it sounds |like you were actually
starting to feel sonething real and
now you' re scared and tal king |ike you
j ust escaped an insane asylum

RYDER/ QUI LL
| just needed to be honest with you
before we...

CAVERON

Before what? Before | start to fall
for you? It's alittle late for that.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| know | know It wasn't supposed to
happen |i ke this! You were supposed to
like Quill, not nme, and | definitely
wasn't supposed to |like you..

CAVERON
Ww, real sweet talker

RYDER/ QUI LL
Cam listentonme, | really...this is
all...newto ne. Mdre than you can
ever possibly imagine and | just...l
don't wanna be a douche. | don't wanna

t ake advantage of you.

Camer on shakes his head as he becones angry at hinself.

CAMERON
| shoul d've known this was gonna
happen. | shoul d've known this was too
good to be true.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Canmeron, everything | feel for you is
true.

CAVERON

| f that was the case you woul dn't make

up this ludicrous lie just to push ne

away, but you know what, it worked.
(beat)

G honme, Qill.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
Cam ..

CAMERON
Get out!

Ryder/ Quill wants to say nore but can't find the words. He
grabs his shirt off the floor and puts it on, followed by his
j acket which he grabs fromthe sofa. Ryder/Quill wal ks to the
door and puts his hand on the knob though he stops, turning
around to | ook at Camone nore tinme before he |eaves.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Wen | said you weren't hard to
love...| nmeant that. And no matter

what happens to nme...this was worth
it.

(beat)
You...were worth it, Caneron.

Canmeron fights back tears as he watches Ryder/Quill open the
front door and | eave the apartnent.

EXT. JULIE S APARTMENT - DAY

Ryder/Qill sits on the steps of Julie's apartnent buil ding,
deep in thought. Suddenly, the cute Beagle that Nel son
brought for Julie wal ks up to himand stops. Ryder/ Quil
follows the | eash, seeing Nelson holding it, standing in
front of him

NELSON
Hey, what's up. | got your nessage.

Ryder/Quill's face lights up, seeing the dog.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Oh ny God...Duncan?! | haven't seen
you in forever!

Nel son sits down on the steps next to Ryder/Quill.

NEL SON
| call him"Dunk" now. Since it's ny
favorite brand of sneakers, kinda just
felt right.

RYDER/ QUI LL
He cane into the store right before
Julie got ne. Pretty chill guy. You
got a good one.



NEL SON
Well...l got himfor Julie. To nmake up
for...ya know. ..
RYDER/ QUI LL
(sighs)

That's why | um..called you, Nelson

| wanted to say |I'msorry for the way

| acted when you started dating Julie.
(beat)

Now that | know what it's like to be

with sonebody and | ose them ..

NEL SON
Yeah, Julie told ne, you told her what
happened between you and Caneron | ast
ni ght. Sorry, man.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| guess it'll just be and ny ki bble
ball on the Rai nbow Bridge very soon

NEL SON
Sounds |ike you're giving up.

RYDER/ QUI LL
What el se am | supposed to do? Caneron
doesn't wanna see ne, he hasn't
answered any of ny text things. |
didn't even bother going into work
because I know he doesn't wanna see ny
face.

NEL SON
Julie didn't wanna see ny face but
that hasn't stopped nme fromtrying to
wi n her back.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah, Nel son but you and
Julie...you re people. I'ma..
NEL SON

Person? Ryder, you have ten fingers
and ten toes. Last time | checked,

t hat makes you one of us. And you know
what peopl e do?

RYDER/ QUI LL
No.
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NEL SON
We fight for what we | ove. W don't
just let it slip through our fingers.
Not if it means sonething. And |I'm
pretty sure that Caneron? Means
sonething to you

Ryder/ Quill ponders Nel son's words. Canmeron does nean
sonmething to himbut what can he do to make things right
before Christms?

| NT. CAMERON S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Caneron wal ks around his apartnent in awe, which is now fully

furni shed and has been conpletely decorated. Julie stands in
the living roomw th him the expression on her face tense.

CAVERON
You...are a magician. Julie, this is
i ncredi bl e.

JULI E
I"'mreally glad you like it.

CAVERON
Like it? Don't downplay your work, |
love it.

(beat)

It'1l be a great place to spend
Christmas alone, | nean, that firepit
on the balcony will really keep ne
cozy.

JULI E
Well, that doesn't sound fun

CAVERON

Wasn't the way | had it planned in ny
head eit her.

(sighs)
Renmenber that guy | told you about,
who wasn't "a guy for me"?

JULI E
Uh- huh
CAMERON
Well, | gave hima chance...gave us a

chance and...it blew up in ny face.
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JULI E
How?

CAVERON
The sane thing that always happens
with nmen. He got scared of our grow ng
enotional proximty and nmade up the
dunbest, but | wll say, the nobst
creative, excuse to break it off.

JULI E
Un ..what did he say?

CAVERON
(beat)
That he isn't Quill Peterson and that
he is actually the spirit of a dog.

VWhich is ironic because all | seemto
attract inlife are, wait for
it..."dawgs".

Julie bites her lip, torn between keeping her nmouth shut and
trying to help Ryder. After a few seconds, she nakes a
deci si on.

JULI E
He's telling the truth

Caneron can't believe what he's hearing.
CAVERON

Julie. | like you. And | don't have a
| ot of friends.

JULI E
And Ryder doesn't have a lot of tine.
CAMERON
Ryder? You nean, your dog. Who died.
JULI E
And who canme back to ne as your co-
wor ker. Quill.
CAMERON

Ckay. | don't know how you and Qui l
know each other but this is
ridi cul ous.

JULI E
| didn't wanna believe it either but,
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Caneron, you said yourself it's al nost

like Quill is an entirely different
person and that's because he is.
(smling)
He's what Ryder woul d've been
like...if he was a person.
Caneron's head is spinning. Wiy would Julie and "Quill" be

sayi ng the sane inpossible things? Shaking his head, he goes
to the front door and opens it.

CAMERON
(speaki ng fast)
Thank you for services, you won't be
getting a good review fromne on Yel p,
but | appreciate all you' ve done. Now
pl ease | eave.

Julie just nods her head in conpliance. She wal ks to the door
but stops before wal king out. Julie goes into her shoul der
bag and takes out a photo, she hands it to Caneron.

CLOSE UP ON PHOTO OF RYDER AS A DOG DRESSED UP | N CHRI STVAS
DOGGY CLOTHES

JULI E
| could ve sworn he was crying in that
pi cture because | nade hi mwear that

stuff.

(sighs)
You know what really nmade ne believe
hin? H's eyes. | | ooked into those
eyes and | just...knew

(beat)

Ryder was given the gift of
experiencing life in the nost
beautiful way. And | think you were
given a gift too. You just have to |et
yourself see it.

Julie |l eaves the apartnent and Caneron cl oses the door. He
just stares at the photo in his hands.

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - DAY

DECEMBER 22ND, 2024 (3 DAYS UNTIL CHRI STMVAS)

A group of people stand in front of the "City Soci al s"
headquarters, bundl ed up and anxi ous for the games to begin.

Canmeron, Lydia, Gegory, and Ryder/Qill stand in front of
them Anong them are Cannon's "dads", Trent and hi s husband.
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CAVERON
Alright, so now that we have our
est abl i shed coupl es and our speed
daters who' ve been paired up based on
the online questionnaire, we can go
right into what you all came here for

RYDER/ QUI LL
Which is..."The Cupid Kringle
Scavenger Hunt".

LYDI A
Everyone has the sane six sets of
cl ues. Wioever finds the prize first
will get to do that activity with
t heir partner.

GRECORY
And whoever finds the nost prizes
first, wll get the grand pri ze.

CAVERON
A private candlelit dinner at
Rockefell er Center on Christmas night.

GREGORY
And if your partner is unable to
attend, nothers are allowed in their
pl ace. That was ny little addition.
Who doesn't | ove spending tine with
t heir nother, right?!

The crowd stays silent.

CAMERON
kay, so...let the ganes...

Camer on stops speaki ng when he sees Julie and Nel son join the
crowd.

CAVERON
Begi n.

The pairs of romantic partners begin | ooking over their
clues, talking and formul ating plans. G egory wal ks up to
Julie and Nel son, happily.

GREGCRY
Came to join the fun?
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JULI E

We're...here to support a friend.
GREGCRY

Well, the nore the "nerrier" a

Christmas! Here are your clues.
Gregory hands Julie an envel ope.
CAVERON
(to Ryder/Quill)

So, you invited your acconplice? N ce.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Julie just wanted to support our
cause.

CAMERON

Ri ght. Because she'll do anything for
her "dog". Excuse ne.

Caneron goes into the building, followed by Lydia and
Gregory. Ryder/Quill walks up to Julie and Nel son.

RYDER/ QUI LL
You guys should get a nove on. You
don't wanna m ss your chance at al
the pri zes.

JULI E
We said we came here to support a
friend.

NEL SON

And that's what we're gonna do.

RYDER/ QUI LL
What do you nmean?

JULI E
If these are the |ast couple of days
we have together? |'m not gonna
squander them
(smles)
Here. |1 got you sonet hi ng.

Julie holds out a brown bag and Ryder/Quill takes it. He goes
into the bag and pulls out a black puffy coat.
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RYDER/ QUI LL
(t ouched)
It's the jacket you brought for ne.
JULI E
But in human size. |If you want, you
can still wear the other one as |iKke,

a hat or sonething.
Ryder | aughs.

NEL SON
So, what do you say? You wanna make
t he best of your |ast days standing
upright ?

Ryder/ Quill nods his head in agreenment and smles, with his
time on Earth comng to an end and | osi ng Caneron, he can't
think of a better way to spend his last three days as a human
t han spending themw th Julie.

MONTAGE BEG NS (" Pl ease Cone Hone For Christmas” by Ryl and
Janes pl ays)

EXT. CENTRAL PARK - DAY

Julie throws a frisbee at Ryder/Quill but it |ands short.
Nel son runs to pick it up and goes back to Julie, handing it
to her.

He stands behind her, steadying her and hol di ng her hand,
showi ng her howto throw it properly. Julie | ooks back at
him enjoying their inpronptu close nonent.

She throws the frisbee better this tinme and Ryder/ Quil
catches it! The three of themjunp up and down, celebrating.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Canmeron sits alone in the conference room staring at the

chair "Quill" would normally be sitting in. He envisions
"Quill"™ in his "infested Christmas outfit" spinning around in
the chair.

Canmeron smles to hinself slightly.
EXT. DOGGY PARK - DAY
Julie, Nelson, and Ryder/Quill play with Nel son's Beagl e,

Dunk. Cannon comes over and starts playing with Ryder/ Quill,
junping on himand showering himwth licks. Julie smles,
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her heart warmed at the sight.
| NT. CAMERON S APARTMENT - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Caneron finishes up making a cup of hot chocolate. He puts a
few tiny marshmall ows on top and tops the beverage with whip
cream

| NT. CAMERON S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Settling onto the couch, he turns the television on and sits
back, trying to keep his mnd off of "Quill". Though, he

t hi nks back to the tine when he fell asleep on "Quill's" lap
at his apartnent.

A nenory he can't seemto |let go of.

| NT. FOXXXY'S - DANCE FLOOR - N GHT

Ryder/ Qi ll, Julie, and Nel son dance together, enjoying the
nmusi ¢ and holiday vibes. Julie notices two guys com ng out of
a phot obooth in the corner.

She points at it excitedly.

| NT. PHOTOBOOTH - NI GHT

Ryder/ Quill and Julie hop into the photobooth, readying
t hensel ves for the flash

The canera snaps photos of themin various poses.

Suddenly, Nel son pops his head into the booth, photobonbing
t heir photos. The canmera snaps nore photos of the three of
t hem maki ng funny faces. The canera lingers on the |ast
phot o.

A picture-perfect noment of just Julie and Ryder/Quill wth
Julie kissing himon the cheek and Ryder/Quill smling
brightly.

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

CLOSE UP ON RYDER/ QUI LL ASLEEP ON THE COUCH W TH NELSON S
DOG, DUNK, ASLEEP ON TOP OF H M

Julie stands over him just watching.

JULI E
Looks like we tired hi mout.



83.

Nel son cones out of the kitchen wth two gl asses of w ne,
handi ng one to Julie.

NEL SON
Both of them actually.

JULI E
| have to say...Dunk is...a very cute
addition to your life.

Nel son sighs, looking at his dog. He's grateful for his new
little pal.

NEL SON
You know...it was easy for nme to
downpl ay your connection to Ryder. |
never had a dog growi ng up but having

Dunk now, | uh...l get it.
(beat)
He is a good addition to ny life.
JULI E
(beat)
Do you...think there's roomfor one

nor e?

Nel son | ooks over at Julie, surprised. |Is she saying what he
t hi nks she's sayi ng?

NEL SON
Real | y?

JULI E
CGetting Ryder back after |osing him
it just put a lot of things into

perspective. | nmean, | amso gratefu

for the past three weeks but

tomorrow...l"' mgonna | ose him again.
(beat)

| don't wanna | ose you too.

A small smle creeps onto Nelson's face. He feels for Julie
but he's al so happy about her change of heart. He | ooks at
the clock seeing that it's mdnight. Nelson |eans over and
kisses Julie lightly on the |ips.

NELSON
Merry Chri st nas.
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JULI E
(smles)
Merry Christrmas. It's definitely the
best one yet.
(beat)
| wish we could just say the sane
thing for Ryder and Cam

JULIE'S PHONE PI NGS
Julie picks up her phone off the table, |ooking at a text.

JULI E
Aw, it's fromTrent. He and his
husband won the scavenger hunt.

Suddenly, Nel son gets an idea.

NEL SON
Ryder still has twenty-four hours to
finish this assignnment, right?

JULI E
Yeah, he has until the end of
Chri stmas ni ght tonorrow.

NEL SON
| think I mght have an idea.
(beat)

We're just gonna have to rely on
sone. .. Christmas nmagi C.

I NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - CAMERON S OFFI CE - DAY
DECEMBER 25TH, 2024 (CHRI STMAS DAY)

Canmeron sits at his desk, staring at the photo of Ryder that
Julie gave him Thoughts run through his m nd.

RYDER/ QUILL (V.Q)
W were nore |ike...best friends. And
it feels like | haven't seen her in
f or ever.

JULIE (V.0O)
He's telling the truth

RYDER/ QUI LL (V. Q)
No, no, Canmeron, | am..a dog. Well
I"'mthe spirit...of a dog...inside of
a human.



LYDIA (V.Q.)
What ?! |'mjust saying. Quill
is...different now.

JULIE (V.QO)
He's what Ryder woul d've been |ike as
a person.

DOCTOR (V. Q)
How are you feeling?

RYDER/ QUI LL (V. Q)
(beat)
Li ke a...whole new human. Literally.

Canmeron continues to mull over all of the odd things that
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have happened with Ryder/Quill. He shakes off the feeling.
CAVERON
No. No, Canmeron, this is...
(sighs)

This is insane.

LYDIA (O S.)
Tell ne about!

Cameron | ooks up, seeing Lydia standing in the doorway.

CAMERON
What ?

Lydia conmes in and sits down across from Caneron

LYDI A
We | ost the couple who won The
Rockefel l er Center dinner.

CAMERON
What ? Why?

LYDI A
Sonet hi ng about a sex toy experinent
gone wong, | don't know.

CAVERON
W needed them for the photo ops and
the article on the app. Ugh, okay,
um..let's just get the second runner
ups.
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LYDI A
Al ready tried. Everyone who
participated in the scavenger hunt has
pl ans tonight.

CAMERON
We need two people to be at this
dinner in front of that stupid tree.
Thi s has been our biggest pronotional
event, how are we supposed to sel
people "finding love" through Cty
Socials if we can't even provide the

evi dence?
LYDI A
Well...why don't you and...Quill do
it?
RYDER QUILL (O S.)
Do what ?

Cameron and Lydia both turn their attention to the doorway,
seeing "Quill" standing there.

LYDI A

Hel p save our reputation.

(to Cameron)
Listen, | get it. \Watever you two had
going on didn't work out. However, an
article about coll eagues who found
| ove while trying to hel p other people
find | ove woul d be an amazi ng success
story for the app.

RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
['"'min.
CAMERON

Sane. You're insane.
LYDI A
And you're the boss. | think you're
gonna have to take the "L" on this one
SO we can get the "W.
Caneron groans, putting his head in his hands.
EXT. DOGGY PARK - DAY

Julie is sitting with Trent and his husband, talking.



JULI E
Thank you so nmuch for doing this for
ne.

TRENT
VWll, | believe in doing good deeds
for ny fell ow dog parents.

TRENT' S HUSBAND
And | believe in free interior
designing, | cannot wait! You did say
you have connections at Wst Elm
right?

JULI E
Yes. Yes, | do.

TRENT
It wasn't easy to convince him
honest | y.

TRENT' S HUSBAND
Well, you know how rmuch | | ove that
tree!

TRENT
But you never wanna go to the tree
Iighting.

TRENT' S HUSBAND
Because | |love the tree, | do not |ove
tourists. They're annoyi ng.

TRENT
So, are you and your boyfriend going
to be taking our place?

JULI E
No. This is something |I'm doing for
sonmeone very close to nme. | just hope
it works.

TRENT
Well, it's Christmas. There
are...mracles in the air.

JULI E
Yeah.

(beat)

And we're gonna need all the mracles
we can get.
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I NT. QUILL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Nel son hel ps Ryder/Quill put on a tie. Ryder/Quil
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| ooks in

the mrror at his reflection as Nel son conti nues his work.

Nel son fi

RYDER/ QUI LL
My friend Cannon told nme that his two
dads can't ya know, nmake the mnis,
but...they can be in |ove?

NEL SON
Anybody can be in | ove, Ryder
RYDER/ QUI LL
But everybody can't nake m nis?
NEL SON
(1 aughs)

They're call ed babies, man. And yeah,
guys and girls can nmake enl together
but in ny opinion, not everybody
shoul d have eni.

RYDER/ QUI LL
But everybody shoul d have | ove.

NEL SON
That's the way | see it.

ni shes Ryder/Quill's tie.

NEL SON
Gotta say, this Qill guy has sone
really nice threads.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Yeah, he does.
(sadly)
|"mactually gonna mss eni.
(beat)
"' mgonna mss a |lot. Especially Cam

NEL SON
Well, I nmean, if we pull this off then
maybe you could just...watch over him
From doggy Heaven?

RYDER/ QUI LL
That's the thing. | don't really fee
like...that's ny life anynore. | don't

feel like "man's best friend", | just
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feel like..."man".
NEL SON
Well, fromwhat |'ve seen...you

woul d' ve nmade a pretty damm good one.

Nel son hol ds out his hand towards Ryder/Quill, waiting for
himto shake it. However, Ryder/Quill puts his arns around
Nel son, huggi ng hi m
RYDER/ QUI LL
(teary)
Pl ease take care of Julie.
Nel son puts his arns around Ryder/Quill, huggi ng hi mback.
NEL SON

You know I will.
EXT. NEWYORK CITY - N GHT
“I"l'l Be Home For Christmas" by Jordin Sparks plays
The city is buzzing on a cold Christmas night though the
warnth of the holiday and the spirit of Kris Kringle keeps
everyone in good cheer as they wal k the streets.
EXT. ROCKEFELLER CENTER - N GHT
Ryder/ Qill sits at a table, |ooking around nervously. Julie

and Nel son stand on the sidelines, they share Ryder/Quill"'s
nervous expressi on.

Ryder/ Quill sees Cameron wal king into the private area that's
been set up for them Caneron stops, |ocking eyes with
Ryder/ Qi ll. After a nonent, he wal ks up to the table and
sits down.

CAVERON

Alright, let's get this over wth.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Could we at |east act |ike we're happy
to be here?

CAMERON
(deadpan)
Sure. Turn around.

Caneron flashes a bright smle. Ryder/Quill turns his head
around, seeing a photographer holding a canera. He smles and



t he phot ographer snaps a photo.

si |l ence.

Caneron begins eating in
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Ryder/ Quill wants to say sonething, but he decides to just
eat his steak...using a knife and fork, which Caneron

noti ces.

Ryder/ Quill turns around, |ooking at Julie and Nel son.

CAMERON
Don't dogs eat with their nouths?

RYDER/ QUI LL
(sighs)
Yes. They do. But people...we eat with
our hands. Well, we use our hands
to...hold these things. Still very
boring if you ask ne.

CAMERON
Yeah. W also |lie to get out of
rel ati onshi ps.

RYDER/ QUI LL
"' mnot |ying, Caner..

CAMERON
You know what | don't get, Quill? Qut
of everything you could nmake up to end
t hi ngs between us, why this? And how
did you get Julie inon it?

RYDER/ QUI LL

Because Julie loves ne. And she wants
me to be happy.

(beat)
And | thought com ng back to her is
what woul d make nme happy. And it does.
But you...are the reason | wanna stay.
Her e.

turns back around to | ook at Caneron.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Wth the people | |ove.
Hearing "Quill's" words touches Cameron.
CAMERON

Stay? \Where are you goi ng?
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RYDER/ QUI LL
(beat)
Sonmewhere you can't be.
CAMERON
Qill...if you | ove soneone than you

should just...tell them You don't
have to be afraid of it.

RYDER/ QUI LL
It's not that.
(W pes tears)
|"mafraid of saying it and...not
ever...being able to say it again.

Suddenly and slowy, something begins to click inside of
Canmeron as he stares deeply at "Quill" crying...alnost as if
he's looking into Ryder/Quill's soul.

Carmeron continues to stare at "Quill". He remenbers one of
the last things Julie said to him

JULIE (V.QO)
You know what really nmade ne believe
hin? Hs eyes. | | ooked into those

eyes and | just...knew

Canmeron goes into his pocket and takes out the picture of
Ryder that Julie gave to him He | ooks at the photo of Ryder
as a dog, looking at his eyes. Caneron | ooks back at

Ryder/Quil I .
Overwhel med with enotion, Ryder/Quill gets up fromthe table.

RYDER/ QUI LL
" msorry, Cam

Ryder/ Quill begins to wal k away.
CAVERON
(beat)
Ryder! Wait!

Ryder/ Qi ll stops, hearing Caneron call himby his true nane.
He turns around slowy.

RYDER/ QUI LL
Did you just...call ne...Ryder?

Canmeron gets up fromthe table.
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CAMERON
That's your name. Isn't it?

RYDER/ QUI LL
(ast oni shed)
You. . .you believe nme?

Caneron wal ks over to Ryder/Quill, standing in front of him
CAVERON
| can't believe |I'mgonna say this
but...l do. | nean...
(1 aughs)

It would explain a |ot!

Ryder/ Quill and Caneron both | augh.

CAMERON
You know, |'ve...called nen "dogs"
plenty of times but |'ve never...|oved

one before.

Ryder/ Quill's eyes go wide. Did he hear correctly?

RYDER/ QUI LL
You | ove me?
CAVERON
| am probably going to need years of
therapy but...yeah. 1...1 |ove you.
(takes a deep breath)
Ryder .
Ryder/ Quill 1 ooks at Cameron with a bl ank expression for a

few nonents, the disbelief at what's happening still
lingering. Slowy, a smle creeps onto his face and he grabs
Caneron, Kkissing himpassionately.

Julie and Nel son cheer themon fromthe sidelines, clapping.
Ryder/ Quill and Caneron pull back fromthe kiss, looking into
each other's eyes.

RYDER/ QUI LL
| love you too, Caneron

Suddenly, Ryder/Quill sees soneone over Caneron's shoul der,
standing a few feet away. It's Serena, seemngly only visible
to Ryder. She has a sad smle on her face and Ryder knows
why.
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SERENA
It's time, M. Adorable.

Tears well up in Ryder/Quill's eyes, but he nods his head,
understanding that his tine is up.

RYDER/ QUI LL
"1l never forget you, Cam
CAVERON
(beat)
And | won't forget you either..."man's

best ... boyfriend".

Ryder/ Qi ll enbraces Caneron, tightly, reveling in this
magi cal nmoment. Unseen to the naked eye, a glow ng sparkly
essence | eaves Quill's body and floats up...up...and away
into the ether. The two break the hug.

QU LL

(confused)
Unhhhh. .. what the hell am | doing here?

CAVERON
Quill?

QUI LL
Yeah.

CAMERON
You don't renenber anything?

QUI LL

It's all very furry. | mean...fuzzy.
(beat)

On! | do renmenber one very inportant

t hi ng.

CAVERON
(hopef ul)
What' s that?

Quill pulls out his phone, starting to wite a text.

QUI LL

| wonder if that threesone is still on
t he tabl e.

Caneron sighs sadly.

Qui Il has nost definitely returned.



94.

QUTSI DE OF SPACE AND TI ME - PET AFTERLI FE - THE RAI NBOW
BRI DCGE

Ryder, now back in his Yorkshire Terrier form stands on the
colorful bridge with Serena.

SERENA
Well...you did it.

RYDER (V. Q)

(downt r odden)

Yeah, | know. Tine for the eternal
doggy treats, yayyyy.

SERENA
Not so fast. Your job was to nake two
people fall in love. And you not only

made Julie and Nel son realize their

| ove for each other...you found | ove
of your own with Canmeron. So that
makes four. And | think extra credit
wor k deserves a lot nore than a gold
star.

RYDER (V. Q.)
(curious)
Real | y? Li ke what?

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. DOGGY PARK - DAY

Canmeron and Julie sit on a bench, hol ding cups of hot
chocol at e.

JULI E
So, the doctor told Quill he's
suffering from..

CAVERON
Sel ective amesi a. Apparently, it's
very comon for people who go into
conmas.

JULI E
Ww. Well, it's probably better he
doesn't renenber the |ast few weeks.
But 1'mglad that we get to.

CAMERON
So am|.
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JULI E
So, the fact we share this very, weird

secret...that sort of...bonds us for
l'ife, huh?

CAMERON
Oh, nost definitely, you ain't going
nowher e.

Julie and Caneron | augh, thankful for their new friendship.

NELSON (O. S.)
Jul es!

Julie | ooks over, seeing Nelson playing wth Dunk.

NELSON
| think Dunk wants his treats!

JULI E
(to Cameron)
"1l be right back

Julie goes over to Nelson and Dunk; she begins to play with
the dog and feeding himtreats. Canmeron | ooks at them fondly.

A ball rolls and hits Caneron's foot. A handsone man with
dark black hair conmes up to himand grabs it fromthe ground

HANDSOVE STRANGER
| am so sorry about that. My dog gets
alittle carried away with fetch

Canmeron is imrediately attracted to the nan, but he tries to
hide it.

CAMERON
It's...okay.

HANDSOVE STRANGER
Ni ce shoes. (Good taste.

CAVERON
Thank you. I, um..I|l |ike your jacket.
Looks warm

The handsone man | ooks at the black puffy jacket he's
wearing, and then shrugs.

HANDSOVE STRANGER
Eh, it's alright. Um listen...|l was
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about go get sonme hot chocol ate.
You...care to join ne?

CAVERON
(1 ooks at his cup)
| actually do need a refill. So, I

wi |l take you up on that offer.

Canmeron gets up fromthe bench. He and the handsone stranger
start wal king sl owy.

HANDSOVE STRANGER
So, what's your nanme? | don't wanna
just call you "M. N ce Shoes".

CAVERON
| " m Caneron. How about you?

RYDER
Oh, |I'm Ryder.

Ryder extends his hand to Canmeron. Caneron is floored into
silence at the sound of the man's nane. Could it be? He
stares at Ryder for a few nonents in amazenent and then
accepts Ryder's handshake.

CAMERON
I"m..I"m Cameron.

RYDER
It's nice to neet you, Cam O do you
prefer Caneron?

CAMERON
Uh...Camis...fine. It's nice to neet
you too. .. Ryder.

The two nen continue walking in silence for a nonent.
RYDER

| gotta say...and this is probably
gonna sound really odd and trust ne,

it is not a pickup line, but...it
feels like...like |I've met you before.
CAMERON
(smles)
It's possible.
(beat)

Maybe...we net in another life.
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Ryder stops wal king and stares at Caneron for a nonent,
trying to place his face in his nenory bank.

RYDER
Yeah.
(beat)
May be.

“"Make It To Christnmas" by Al essia Cara plays

Ryder and Caneron sml|e at each other. They begi n wal ki ng
again. As the two wal k through the doggy park and get
acquai nted, Ryder's dog runs up to himand wal ks beside them

They wal k past a wonan sitting on a bench, reading a book.
Her attire is different than everyone el se's w nter clothing,
alnost as if she isn't fazed by the cold Decenber weat her.

The woman | owers the book from her face, and we see that it's
Serena!l She smles as she watches Caneron and Ryder, newy
re-incarnated into his owmn human life, as they start a new

j ourney toget her.

Serena turns her head and | ooks directly into the canera.

SERENA

(to Viewers)
Yeah, yeah, | know what | said about
hi m not being able to cone back, bl ah,
bl ah, bl ah...sue ne! And besi des..

(smles)
What is Christrmas...without a little
magi c?

Serena wi nks at the audience...and then snaps her fingers.
SLAM CUT TO BLACK:

THE TI TLE CARD SLOALY APPEARS ON THE SCREEN | N GREEN, RED
AND WHI TE LETTERS.

"RYDER S CHRI STMAS COMEBACK"

THE END.



