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EXT. LARGE CITY - DAY
It’s a large city with tall buildings.

Atall building sits on a corner.

| NT. OFFI CE - DAY

CEORGE RAMSEY, 34, a timd, quite, ACCOUNTANT, who has never
caused a problem wouldn’t even spit on the sidewal k, types
on the conputer.

He raises the cup of coffee to his Iips. A sudden urge to
sneeze and he puts his finger under his nose.

Safe at last, he starts to take a sip and the sneeze
expl odes with a fury spilling hot coffee in his |ap.

He junps up trying to wi pe away the pain as he paces.

The door opens and it’'s his boss, ERI C CHAPMAN, 55, a forner
navel officer, who runs a tight ship.

Eric stares at himas he nbpans and paces back and forth.

ERI C

Ceorge, are you all right?
GEORGE

Yes, | just spilled hot coffee on

my | ap.
He tugs on his pants.

ERI C
Have you got a m nute?

GEORGE
Sure, have a seat.

He cones over to the desk and sits.

ERI C
CGeorge, | know you’ ve been
extrenely busy lately especially
since |’ ve appointed you to plan
all of our holiday affairs. And so
far you’ ve done an outstandi ng job.
You are aware that 4th of July is
t onor r ow?
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GEORGE
Yes sir, |I'"'maware of that fact.

ERI C
Good. Maybe you could explain to
me, why are we playing Christnas
Musi ¢ on the interconf

GEORGE
| I'ike Christms nusic.

ERI C
| do to but don’t you think it’'s a
little early?

GEORGE
| like Christmas Misic anyti ne.

ERI C
| think we need a little sonething
nore patriotic.

GEORGE
What are you suggesting?

ERI C
Vell, since it’s 4th of July, | was
t hi nking along the line of "GOD
BLESS AMERI CA" " STAR SPANGLE
BANNER' or "THI S LAND I S MY LAND'
woul dn’t be bad.

GEORGE
Well, I... if that’s what you want,
that’s what we’ll do.

ERI C
That’ s good, CGeorge. You have
anyt hi ng planned for the 4th?

GEORGE
Yes, |’ve already brought the
fireworks.

ERI C

You think we should do that?

GEORGE
Advance Ad Agency will be doing it.

ERI C
You think so?
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GEORGE
| know so. One of ny spies saw them
unl oadi ng boxes of fireworks in the
back door. But |I’'m going to beat
themto it. I’"’mgoing to set up a
di splay in the | obby.

ERI C
In the | obby?
GEORGE
Yes, at exactly twelve 0’ cl ock,
Il set the rockets off.
ERI C
Rocket s?
GEORGE
They' Il see it for mles.
ERI C
| can inagine.
GEORGE
They’' Il all know it cane from us.
|"ve also invited the TV stations
to video tape it. It’I|l be all over
t he news.
ERI C
Ceorge, | realize you ve put a |ot
of thought in this but... don't you
think thisis alittle nuch?
GEORGE
It’1l only cost three thousand.
ERI C

Thr ee t housand?

GEORGE
That ' s whol esal e.

ERI C
Let me put this in a different way,
Ceorge. No way, Jose.

GEORGE
No?

ERI C
You do know what no neans don’t
you?
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GEORGE
Yes.

ERI C
Good. Let’'s stick with the
sparkl ers.

He wal ks to the door and turns.

ERI C
Oh... don’t plan anything for
Chri st nas.

GEORGE
Why not ?

ERI C

You' re being replaced the first of
t he nonth. Business hasn’'t been
very good lately and we had to | ay
sone people off. Unfortunately,
your nanme was at the top. But you
can still come to the 4th of July
party. Have a nice day.

He cl oses the door.

GEORGE
Repl aced?

The door opens and JERRY HINES, 38, a friend steps in and
cl oses the door. He wal ks over to George.

JERRY
|’ve just seen M. Chaprman | eave
your office. Did you get the raise?

GEORGE
No, | wouldn't call it a raise.

JERRY
What do you nean?

GEORGE
| " m bei ng repl aced.

JERRY
He fired you!

George stands up.
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GEORGE
You could call it that.
JERRY
Wiy did he fire you?
GEORGE
He didn't |ike your ideal.
JERRY
Whi ch one was that?
GEORGE
The fire works.
JERRY
You didn’t nmention nmy nane did you?
GEORGE
Wiy would | nention your nanme?
JERRY
That’s a relief. | can’t afford to

| ose this job

GEORGE
You think | can?

JERRY
No, but he doesn’'t even know | work
here.

GEORGE

What do you nean he doesn’t know?

JERRY
| canme in here one day to visit a
friend and sonmeone said | needed to
fill out atime card and | did.
GEORGE
How | ong have you been doing this?

JERRY
Two years.

GEORGE
Wait a mnute, you' ve been here for
two years and you’ ve never been
hi red?
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JERRY
Not officially.
GEORGE
And they issue you a check?
JERRY
Every week.
GEORGE

What did you do around here?

JERRY
Not hi ng, just keep noving around.
You're not going to rat on ne are
you?

GEORGE
No, but | would like to see their
faces when they find out.

JERRY

When will you be | eaving?
GEORGE

The first of next nonth.
JERRY

You going to the 4th of July party?
GEORGE

| don’t know.
JERRY

They have sone great parties here.
GEORGE

| know, |’ve been planning them
JERRY

|’ mgoing to m ss you, Ceorge.
You’ ve been a good friend.

They shake hands and Jerry sneaks to the door and peeks out.

Jerry | ooks back at George.

JERRY
Keep in touch.

He slips out the door.
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GEORGE
Two years?

HALLWAY - DAY

Jerry cones out the office, turns around and sees ERIC, his
boss. A frighten | ook on his face.

Eric conmes up to himwth a surprised | ook.

ERI C
Who are you?

JERRY
|"mJerry Hall.

ERI C
Do you work here?

JERRY
Yes, | do.

ERI C
| thought I knew all my enpl oyees.
How | ong have you been here?

JERRY
Two years.
ERI C
Two years? |’ve never seen you
bef ore?
JERRY
Well, I nove around a lot...

Jerry |l ooks at his watch.
JERRY
...in fact, I'mlate for an
appoi ntnent. Pl ease excuse ne. N ce
to neet you.
Jerry is smling as he | eaves.

When he gets by Eric his smle fades into terror. Eric
stares at his back as he wal ks off.

Eric turns around puzzl ed. He shakes his head and wal ks of f.



I NT. OFFICE - N GHT

It’s a large roomfull of people. It’'s a 4th of July party
and people m |l around drinking and | aughi ng.

GEORCGE RAMSEY, staggers to a table fulled with liquor. He's
had too much to drink but he doesn’t know it.

He bellies up to the table weaving. He dips his glass in the
the bow of punch. A nman standi ng beside himglares at him

MAN
You' re drinking quite a |ot,
CGeorge. Don’t you think you ve had
enough?

Through blurred eyes Ceorge gl ances at him

GEORGE
Who are you?

The man wanders off shaking his head.

A beautiful girl who | ooks like a novie starlet cones up
besi de him George sees her.

GEORGE
WOW

G RL
| beg your pardon?

GEORGE
| said, HON... are you?

G RL
You don’t renenber ne do you?

GEORGE
No, but | shoul d.

G RL
| work on the third floor. I'min
shi ppi ng and recei vi ng.

GEORGE
Real | y? What do you shi p?

G RL

Packages, chocol ates, whatever the
personal send ne.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

GEORGE
Do you lick the stanps?

G RL
No, | have a sponge.

GEORGE
Vell, that's a relief.

G RL
I’d like to ask you sonet hi ng.
Could we go out to the terrace
where we could talk in private?

GEORGE
Why not ?

They stroll out on the terrace.

EXT. TERRACE - N GHT

A mllion stars light up the night. They drift to the edge
and | ook out over the city.

A RL
Look at all those |ights.

GEORGE
lt’'s a bunch.

She steps closer to him
G RL
This is nmy first time in a city.
What do you do here for relaxation?

CGeorge stares at her huge breasts.

GEORGE
Well... we have the tw n peaks...
G RL
What ?
GEORGE
| nmean... twinrivers... and
parties.
G RL

n the office cal

Al the girls
l'ips.

you sponge
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GEORGE
Sponge |ips?
G RL
It’s because your lips |ook so
soft. I know this may sound odd
but... could I touch your |ips?
GEORGE

Ckay... but no pinching.

She touches his |ips.

G RL
Your lips feel so soft. Do you
| ubricate then

GEORGE

Not often.
G RL

Do they ever get hard?
GEORGE

Every once in a while.

G RL
| know this may sound bol d
but...may | kiss then?

GEORGE
Vell...if you nust.

She ki sses him |ong and hard.

She noves

G RL

They are as soft as they | ook.
GEORGE

| use a lot of chap stick.

up cl ose.
G RL

Do you find me attractive?
GEORGE

Better than anything |I’'ve seen
around here.

G RL
Thank you. | grew up on a snall
farmin the country and |’ mvery
( MORE)
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G RL (cont’d)
know edgeable in the art of
| ovenaki ng.
GEORGE
Real |y, and where did you get this
know edge?
G RL
Each animal has their own way of
| overaki ng. . .
She noves cl oser.

G RL
...and | know them all.

Ceorge’s eyes opens w de.

The girl gets closer and slips her arns inside his coat
around his wai st.

G RL
My arns are cold... but everything
el se stays hot.
George’ s eyes open w de.

She gives his a | ong passive Kkiss.

EXT. NI CE NEI GHBORHOOD - EARLY MORNI NG
Al the houses are brick with mani cured | awns.

A big burly man, wearing shorts and t-shirt, washes his car
with the water hose.

A bl ack dog runs up to the front tire and sniffs.

The dog raises his leg and urinates on the tire. The dog
sniffs and runs off.

The burly man washi ng the hood gl ances down the street.

A young wonan, 19, tight sweats and t-shirt, paces bristly
down the street. Well built, and beads of sweat pop out on
her forehead.

The man gawks at her as the water washes away the soap on
t he hood.

As she wal ks her breast flops back and forth. A determ ne
| ook hangs on her face.
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As she approaches him he lays the water hose on his thigh.
It Iooks like he is urinating as she wal ks by. A stream of
water flows into the street.

He finally notices the water and directs the water back to
t he car.

From behind, the girl’s hips sway |like a ship on a rough
sea.

The eyes of the nman foll ows her novenent.

The girl paces around a corner at a constant stride.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

Across the street, an elderly man, 65, bald, wearing a
housecoat, steps out of the door. He yawns, and gl ances
around for his newspaper.

A young paperboy, riding a bike, throws papers on the | awn.

As the elderly man turns around the paper hits himin the
chest.

ELDERLY MAN
(screans)
You little hoodlum 1’|l get you!
You hear ne! I’'Il get you!

The paperboy | ooks back at himand grins.
A loud ROAR as a LAWN MOWER starts up next door

The elderly man stares at his next door neighbor with a
di scussi ng snarl .

A man of 32, nows his | awn.

The elderly man | ooks at his watch. It reads: 6:45 AMin the
nor ni ng.

ELDERLY MAN
That’ s enough.

The el derly man rushes inside the door.
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| NT. GARAGE - DAY

The elderly man steps in the garage and picks up a horse
shoe. He smles and places it in his front pocket. He

| eaves.

EXT. HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

The el derly man conmes out the door and stares at the nman
nmowi ng the | awn.

The lawn nower is loud as the man cuts his | awn.

The elderly man smles and slowy walks to the end of his
property. He stands smling at the man.

The [awn nower turns toward him
The man nowi ng waves at the elderly man and he waves back.

The man turns the |l awn nower to the other direction. Hi s
back faces the elderly nman.

The elderly man tosses the horseshoe in the thick grass next
to the nowed grass.

He grins and wal ks back across his [ awn and picks up the
newspaper .

The man nowi ng his | awn runs over the horseshoe. A |oud
CLINKI' The | awn nower di es.

The elderly man glances at him smles and goes inside the
house.

We go to the house next door. Its a nice brick hone.

I NT. BRI CK HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Soft nusic fills the air. W see a easy chair, phonograph,
end table with two gl asses and enpty whi skey bottle.

The clock on the wall reads: 6:45 AM

An ol d PHONOGRAPH, plays a record. 1950 era console. Two
gl asses on the END TABLE, partiality filled with |iquor
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| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Two hi gh heel shoes on the floor, dress, and bra.

Down the | ong hallway against the wall a PHONE on a TABLE.
The BEDROOM DOOR opened.

| NT BEDROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

We see a CHEST, and DRESSI NG TABLE. To the LEFT a | arge bed.

Two sets of bare feet stick out fromunder the sheet. GEORGE
RAMBEY, lies in the bed with a sheet over his head.

George pulls the sheet fromhis head. Hi s eyes w de open and
bl ood shod.

He raises up and a m|lion hanmers pound his head. He npans
and hol ds hi s head.

He puts his feet to the floor holding his poundi ng head and
nmoans. He staggers to his feet and linps to the bat hroom

| NT. BATHROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

He cones in the bathroomand turns on the |ight. He screans
at the bright blinding Iight and places his hands on his
eyes.

He stunbles to the counter and leans on it as he npans at
the terrible pain in his head.

He turns on the water and washes his face.

He glares in the mrror at this strange face he doesn’t
recogni ze. He wipes his face with the towel and | eaves.
| NT. BEDROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

As he cones out of the bathroom he sees the feet of soneone
under the sheet.

He pulls the sheet off and surprised to see the girl who was
at the office party.

He shakes her trying to wake her up but she doesn’'t nove.

GEORGE
Hey! Wake up

He notices she may not be breathing. He feels her pulse.
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CEORGE
She’s dead! Ch no. How can this
happen? What am | going to do?

He paces back and forth rubbing his face trying to figure
out what to do.

GEORGE
| need to cal mdown. How can
explain this?... Aice
woul dn’t believe ne... what can
do?... | know. 1’Il put her in the
trunk of the car and dunp her in
the woods. | can’t do that? The car
is in the shop

He paces back and forth.

GEORGE
VWit a mnute... the garbage truck
cones today. |’'Il put her in the
trash can and they’' Il take her to

t he dunp. No one woul d ever know?
PHONE RI NGS
I nstant terror takes control of CGeorge’ s face

He quickly | ooks to the phone in the hall

HALLWAY - DAY
PHONE RI NGS!

BEDROOM - DAY

CGeorge slips on his robe and runs to the phone in the
hal | way.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

George hurries to the phone in the hallway. He pauses to
collect himself, and slowy picks it up.

GEORCGE
Hel | o.

ALI CE
H Ceorge, |I'mat the airport.
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GEORGE
Hi, honey. You just get in?
ALl CE
Yes, | just arrived and I’ m beat. |
need to pick up ny luggage and get
a cab. | should be hone in
forty-five m nutes.
GEORGE
Well, no need to hurry.
ALl CE
What ?
GEORGE
| mean... 1’1l be waiting for you.
ALl CE
You're so silly. 1’m be hone
shortly.
GEORGE
Ckay.

He hangs up the phone.
GEORGE
(1 oud)
|”ve got to get rid of the body!

He rushes out to the garage.

GARAGE - DAY

He cones in the garage, grabs a black trash bag, jerks two
pi eces of rope off the wall and runs out of the garage.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

He rushes down the hall into the bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

He hurries to the bed. The wonman is in the sheet. Her |egs
stick out.

He ties her up in the sheet, pulls her off the bed to the
floor. He strips the sheet and puts it in the bag.

The PHONE RI NGS
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CGeorge | ooks up as immnence fear spreads across his face.

He hurries out of the bedroom

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

At a dead run he goes to the phone. He pauses to coll ect
hi msel f.

GEORCGE
Hel | o.

HELEN JONES, 34, his wife’'s friend since high school nunches
on a cooki e.

HELEN

H Ceorge, has Alice got back yet?
GEORGE

No... she’s on her way hone from

the airport.
HELEN
W' re suppose to go shopping this
nmorning. Wuld you tell her 1]
pi ck her up in an hour. Bye.
She hangs up the phone.
DI AL TONE
GEORGE
No! Wait! Hello! Hello! She can’t
cone over. Not now
He | ooks at his wai st watch.
It reads: 7:05AM

He turns and runs into the bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

He quickly grabs hold of the sheet. It’s heavy. He pulls it
to the door.
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| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
He drags the body out of the bedroom half way down the hall
DOOR BELL RI NGS

He | ooks at the front door with a frightened frown. He grabs
t he bedspread and drags her back in the bedroom

DOOR BELL RI NGS

He runs out of the bedroom and down the hall

FRONT DOOR - DAY

He runs to the front door and peeks out of the w ndow.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

H s nei ghbor next door, GLAD S COOPER, 64, has a cup in her
hand.

He opens the door and Q adis steps in

GLADI S
Hel l o George, is Alice here?
GEORGE
No...she’s on her way hone fromthe
airport.
GLAD S

|’ve ran out of sugar. Could you
| oan nme a cup?

GEORGE
Sugar ?

GLADI S

Yes, it'’s that white stuff that’'s
sweet .

CGeorge grabs the cup.

GEORGE
11 get it.

He rushes out of the room
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| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

He barges through the doorway and | ooks around. He doesn’t
know where she keeps the sugar.

GEORGE
Sugar ? Sugar? Where did she put it?

He goes to the cabinet and flings open the door. He goes
down the line searching for the sugar.

He opens a drawer and its full of silverware. He reaches
down and picks up a spoon.

GEORGE

So that’s where she put it?
EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG
Qutsi de, a DRUNK staggers down the sidewal k. He gl ances over
to the open door. He staggers to the door and goes in
| NT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY
The drunk cones in the door, staggering, and pauses.
G adis is |looking at the picture on the wall

The drunk wal ks up behind her, |ooking over her shoul der at
the picture.

The drunk stands behind 3 adis as she glares at the picture.

A adis wal ks off as the drunk strains to see the picture on
the wal .

The drunk staggers into the |living room

LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

The drunk wanders into the living roomand flops down in the
easy chair. He yaw s, closes his eyes and drops his head.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

G adi s cones through the doorway talking
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GLADI S
| think if Martin didn’t get his
sugar he’ d just die.

The word DI E catches CGeorge’ s attention and he turns around.

GEORGE
What ?
GLADI S
| said if Martin didn't get his
sugar, |'d think he’ d just die.
GEORGE
Onh.

He | ooks into another drawer for the sugar.

GLADI S
(poi nts)
| think she keeps it in that

dr awner .
Ceorge | ooks at her with a discussing frown.

He opens the drawer, grabs the canister, pops the lid, and
pours the sugar into the cup.

It overflows and spills on the cabinet. He w pes the top of
the cup to nmake it even

George hands it to her.

GEORGE
Here’ s your sugar.

GLADI S
Thank you. You're up awful early.

GEORGE
|’ma early riser.

GLAD S
Martin use to get up early too. Now
he could sleep all day. |

remenber. ..

GEORGE
| really don’t have tinme to
chit-chad, 1'lIl be late for work.

He takes her by the arm and escorts her away.

She turns around and he runs into her.

( CONTI NUED)
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GLADI S
Ch, while |"’mhere, could | borrow
a tomat 0?

CGEORGE
Tonat 0?

GLADI S
Just a small one. That way |
woul dn’t have to go to the store.

GEORGE
"1l get it.

He rushes to the refrigerator, opens the door, and rapidly
noves things around searching for the tonato.

GLAD S
(poi nts)
She keeps themin the bottom

shel ve.

He | ooks back at her discussed. He opens the drawer and
pul | s out the tomato.

He hands the tonato to her.

GEORGE
One tonato.

GLADI S
Be sure to tell Alice | borrowed
t his.

GEORGE
I will.

He hurriedly escorts her out of the door.

| NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

When they reach the door she says:

GLAD S

Ch, do you have any ket chup?
GEORGE

No we don’t.
GLAD S

Are you sure? | thought | saw a
bottle in the fridge?

( CONTI NUED)
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GEORGE
(1 oud)
We don’t have any ketchup!

He realizes how sharp and harsh it sounded and his voice
| ower ed.

GEORGE
|’msorry, the bottle is enpty.
GLADI S
Well, you don’'t have to be so rude.
GEORGE
l"msorry, GQadis, |I've got to
hurry. I’mgoing to be late to
wor K.
GLAD S

| understand, George. Bye.

He rushes her out and sl ans the door behind her. He | ooks at
hi s wat ch.

Watch reads: 7: 10AM

He runs down the hall into the bedroom A few seconds | ater,
he drags the body hal fway down the hall when:

THE DOORBELL RI NGS

He | ooks at the front door in terror. Then drags the body
back in the bedroom and runs back down the hall to the front
door.

I NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

George runs up to the door and opens it.

EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY

He opens the door but doesn’t see anyone. After | ooking
around he | ooks down.

A young boy, three foot tall, glares up at him

BOY
You want your |awn nowed?

( CONTI NUED)
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GEORGE
No, I don’t want ny |awn nowed. |
nmow it nyself.

BOY
You didn’t do a good j ob.

George glances around at the |awn.

GEORGE
What’s wong with this |awn?

BOY
(poi nts)
You' ve | eft sonme grass over there,
and over there. And you didn’'t
edge. It looks like crap. | can do
it cheaper and make it | ook good.

GEORGE
How can you do it cheaper?
BOY
You bought the | awn nower, didn't
you?
GEORGE
Yes.
BOY
You bought the gas, didn't you?
GEORGE
Yes.
BOY
| got a |lawmn nower, and | got the
gas. | can do it cheaper.
GEORGE
How nuch do you charge?
BOY
Twenty dollars and that includes
edgi ng.
GEORGE

Twenty dol | ars?

BOY
Cash.
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GEORGE
kay, kid, you can now it.

The boy rai ses his hand.

BOY
Shake on it.

Ceorge grins and shakes his hand.
GEORGE
What’s the matter, kid. Afraid I
won’t pay you?
BOY
You' |l pay all right. One way or
t he ot her.
George has a frown on his face.

BOY
"1l put you down for Friday.

The boy | eaves.

GEORGE
| think he threatened ne?

He cl oses the door.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

George runs down the hall and into the bedroom

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The drunk wakes up. He | ooks around, gets up and wanders
into the kitchen

| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY

The drunk goes to the fridge and opens it.

He takes out sone |lunch neat and nustard. He grabs two
pi eces of bread, and begins to nake a sandw ch.
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| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

George drags the body down the hallway when:

THE DOORBELL RI NGS

He drags the body back into the bedroom and runs to the
front door.

| NT. FRONT DOOR. - DAY

He runs to the door and peeks out the w ndow.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

d adis stands at the door with a tonato

I NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

CGeorge opens the door, G adis steps in and hands himthe
t omat o.

GLADI S
| had sone tomatoes in ny fridge.
won't need this. But | could use a
little salt.

GEORGE
Salt... 1I’'Il get it.

He dashes to the kitchen.

KI TCHEN - DAY
The drunk takes a bite of the sandwi ch and makes a face.

DRUNK
It needs sone salt.

He gl ances around and sees the salt shaker on the counter.
He goes over and picks up the salt shaker.

He sprinkles salt on his sandw ch.

CGeorge runs into the kitchen and jerks the salt shaker out
of the hand. George stops and | ooks back at the drunk

( CONTI NUED)
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GEORGE
Who are you?

The drunk holds his hands up |ike he doesn’t know.
GEORGE
"1l talk to you later. You stay
ri ght here!
Ceorge runs out of the kitchen.

The drunk takes the sandwi ch and foll ows hi mout the door.

LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
He rushes back to d adis and hands her the salt shaker.

GLAD S
You sure you won’'t need this?

GEORGE
Oh no, you can keep it all day. |
have anot her one..

Behi nd him the drunk wal ks by and goes down the hal |l way.

GEORGE
...Look I'"ve got to go, |’ m going
to be |ate.
GLADI S
| don’t nean to be a pest.
GEORGE
Ch, that’s okay. I'"muse to it.

d adis doesn’t quite know how to take this comrent.
George rushes her out and shuts the door. He | ooks at his
wat ch and runs back to the kitchen.

| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY

Ceorge runs into the kitchen but doesn’t see the drunk. He
| ooks around for him

He opens the fridge, cabinets, |ooking for him
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| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
The drunk cones into the bedroom and stands by the bed.

He clinbs in bed, covers up and closes his eyes. He's
hol di ng the sandwi ch in his hand.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
CGeorge cl oses the cabi net door.

GEORGE
| nmust be seeing things. | need to
cal m down.

He runs back out of the kitchen.

| NT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

CGeorge runs by the front door and the..
DOORBELL RI NGS!

He answers the door.

A nei ghbor EARL SI MPSON, 54, dashes inside and cl oses the
door. He's scared.

GEORGE
What are you doing, Earl?

EARL
Susy’s at it again.

GEORGE
Oh no. \What now?

EARL
She found ny nudity magazi nes.

GEORGE
Nudi ty magazi nes?

EARL
| had them hid. How did | know
she’d ook in the freezer.

GECRGE
Fr eezer?

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
You' ve got to help nme, Ceorge.
GEORGE
What can | do?
EARL
Tell her they were yours.
GEORGE
| can’t do that. She’'d think I'ma
pervert.
EARL
Better you than nme... this tine
she’s got a bat.
GEORGE
A bat? You expect nme to walk into
t hat ?
EARL
She wouldn’t hit you...l don’t
t hi nk.
GEORGE

Where is she at?

EARL
Last tinme | saw her she was in the
living room.. smashing things.

GEORGE
" mnot going to get involved in
this, Earl.

EARL

When you get in trouble, you find
out who your friends are.

GEORGE
l"’mthe only friend you ever had,
Earl .

EARL
That’'s beside the point. She's
going to kill ne.

GEORGE

She’s not going to kill you, Earl.
She might beat you up a little bit,
break sonethi ng, but she won't kill
you.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
That’ s easy for you to say.

GEORGE
Look, you’ ve got yourself in the
nmess and you need to get yourself
out. Wiy don’ch just tell her the
truth?

EARL
Truth! That’s the last thing you
shoul d do. She woul dn’t under st and.

GEORGE
You need to stand up to her like a
man.

EARL
| tried that once.

GEORGE
What did she do?

EARL
She hit me on the head with a nop
handl e.

GEORGE
Just tell her you' re sorry and
you' || never do it again.

EARL
You want nme to lie.

GEORGE
If all else fails, yes lie.

EARL
Al'l right, George. I'Il do it.
There’s one thing I'd like you to
do.

GEORGE

VWhat's that?

EARL
Talk ne out of it.

CGeorge points.

GEORGE
Go and tell her.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
Al right 1’1l doit...

Earl opens the door and | ooks back.
EARL
| hope we’re making the right
deci si on?

GEORGE
We are. Now go.

EARL
Ckay. .. goodbye, George.

GEORGE
Go!

He slips out the door. George closes the door, |ooks at his
wat ch and runs away.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Ceorge bolts into the bedroom when..

DOORBELL RI NGS!

George sprints out of the bedroom heading to the front door.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY
CGeorge opens the door and a young boy and girl dash in.

They run around the living roomlike a herd of wld
el ephant s.

ELDON CRAWFORD, 33, and wife DORI S CRAWORD, 29, step in
with a wde grin on their faces.

ELDON
Hel | o, Ceorge.

DORI S
Hi , Ceorge.

GEORGE

What are you doi ng here?

ELDON
W cane to visit.
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DORI S
We woul d have been here sooner but
we ran out of gas. | told this

idiot to stop and get sonme gas but
as usual, he wouldn't listen.

ELDON
| f you hadn’t gave ne the wong
directions we would have nade it.

DORI S
| told you ten dollars wouldn’t get
us here.

GEORGE

VWait, this is not the right tine
for this. Alice and | are going on
a vacati on.

DORI S
See Eldon, if you' d get a job we
could do that too.

ELDON
| had a job once.
DORI S
When?
ELDON
Renmenber when | worked for the
| unber yard?
DORI S
W weren’t even nmarried then.
ELDON
W were thinking about it.
DORI S

That was ny m st ake.

GEORGE
Hold it! W' re | eaving today.

ELDON
That’s Okay, George. W' Il watch
t he house for you.

GEORGE

No, no...the exterm nator is going
to spray all over the house.
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ELDON
|"ve done that before. 1'll do it
for you. O coarse you' |l have to
buy the poison and rent the
equi pnment. | won’'t even charge you
anyt hi ng.

32.

A |l oud CRASH of GLASS from behind. They all | ook around.

A large vase is shattered on the floor.

The young boy and girl stare at them

ELDON
Don’t worry, George. Alittle glue
and it’ Il be Iike new
He | eaves.
DORI S
Ceorge, | should have listen to

you. He's as useless as a wort on
your rear end.

GEORGE
Why don’t you go hone and cone back
sone ot her tinme?

DORI S

W can’t. They kicked us out.
GEORGE

Wy ?
DORI S

| f you don’t pay the rent they
won't |let you stay, Ceorge.

G RL

" m hungry?
BOY

| amtoo. Wiere's the kitchen?
DORI S

Don't worry about them Ceorge.
"1l just fix them sonething to eat

and they Il settle down.
(yells)
Come on! Il get you sonething to

eat!

She | eaves. George | ooks at Eldon as he picks up the gl ass.
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CGeorge goes over to Eldon as he picks up the pieces of the
vase, and knells down in front of him

GEORGE
El don, we’d really love to have you
guys here but we’ ve al ready nade
pl ans.

ELDON
Can you cancel thenf

GEORGE
No, | can’'t do that. W’ ve plan
this for six nonths.

ELDON
Well, if I had a little noney I
could rent a notel until you cone
back.

GEORGE
How nuch do you need?

ELDON
Well, I'd need two hundred for the
nmotel . Another hundred to buy sone
[ unch neat...

GEORGE
Don’t you have any noney?

ELDON
Well, I was planning to pick up

sone cans while |I'm here..

GEORGE
Ckay, Okay. Suppose | give you five
hundred doll ars. You can buy sone
gas to get back home and you can
sl eep in the park.

ELDON
Wll, | don't know if that will do
it, George?
GEORGE
Ckay, six hundred and that’'s ny
| ast offer.
ELDON

Okay, Ceorge. It’Il be tough but I
think I can nmake it.
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GEORGE
| msure you can. I'll wite you a
check.

Ceorge | eaves and El don stands up.
Dori s cones back

ELDON
It worked?

DORI S
How nmuch did you get?

ELDON
Si x hundr ed.

DORI S
Si x hundred? | don’t know how you
do it, Eldon. You nust have the
gol den tongue.
CGeorge cones back.

GEORGE
Here's t he check.

d adis snatched it from his hand.

DORI S
This is so generous of you, GCeorge.
But don’t you worry, we’'ll pay you
back.

GEORGE
Don't worry about that. Have a nice
trip.

DORI S

(yells)

You ki ds get out herel!
The kids cone out carrying an armfull of food.

DORI S
Bye, George.

They watch as the kids and Doris go out the front door.
ELDON

W won't forget this, Ceorge. Mst
peopl e wouldn’t do this.
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GEORGE
|’ m sure you' re right.

They shake hands.

ELDON
It’s been nice to visit with you,
George. W' Il have to cone back
soon.
GEORGE
Yes, you do that.
ELDON
Wul d next nonth be too soon?
GEORGE
Yes, it would be. How about next
year ?
ELDON
Al right, George. I'll mark that
down. Bye.
GEORGE
Goodbye.

El don | eaves and Ceorge cl oses the door and runs away.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

CGeorge runs down the hall into the bedroom and drags the
body down the hallway. He doesn’t see the drunk in the bed.
| NT. GARACE - DAY

He drags the body into the garage.

THE DOORBELL RI NGS

CGeorge | ooks up in panic.

He drags the body to the closet in the garage, throws the
gar bage bag inside, and rushes to the front door.
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I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

He trods to the front door and opens it. A repairman steps
in carrying a tool box.

EMWM T
|"m Emmt Hayes and |'’mhere to
repair the washer.

GEORGE
Who cal l ed you?

EMM T
Your wife called yesterday. Said to
be here bright and early. So here
am

GEORGE
This is a bad tine. Can you cone
back tonorrow?

EMWM T
Well, yea | guess | can, but it’ll|
cost you anot her service call.

GEORGE
How much is it?

EM T
A hundred and twenty-five dollars.

GEORGE
A hundred and twenty-five dollars?

EMM T
Gas ain't cheap

GEORGE
kay, okay, you can repair it.

EMWMT
VWhere's it at?

GEORGE
It’s in the garage.

He turns to | eave.

GEORGE
Ch, can you hurry?
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EM T
That’ s why they call us JIFFY
APPLI ANCE REPAIR. | can knock this
out in ajiffy.

He | aughs and wal ks away.

| NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

CGeorge paces back and forth and he’s munbli ng.

GEORGE
| need some help. W can | call?
Jerry, | can call him No, he asks
too many questions. | need soneone

who's not very smart. C arence.
He’s not too bright. He'll believe
ne.

He | eaves.

He hurries to the phone in the hall and dials a nunber.

| NT. KITCHEN #2 - DAY

CLARENCE HARRI' S, 34, skinny, black-rimed glasses, and a
robe, eats cereal out of a bow .

THE PHONE ON THE WALL RI NGS!

He answers the phone chew ng the cereal.

CLARENCE
Cl arence Harris speaki ng.
GEORGE
Clarence, this is CGeorge.
CLARENCE
CGeor ge who?
GEORGE
CGeor ge Ransey.
CLARENCE
Ch, hi George.
GEORGE
Look, I'min a jamand | need your

hel p.
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CLARENCE
What kind of a janf

GEORGE
| can’t talk on the phone. Can you
come over here?

CLARENCE
Ri ght now?

GEORGE
(of f screen)
Yes, as fast as you can.

CLARENCE
Thi s sounds seri ous.
GEORGE
It is. 1'Il tell you all about it
when you get here.
CLARENCE
Well, | prom sed Ethel | would take
her shoppi ng.
GEORGE
This is a matter of |ife and deat h!
CLARENCE
Soneone’s going to kill you?
GEORGE

No, but if you don’t help nme |I nay
go to jail.

CLARENCE
Jail! What did you do, Ceorge?

GEORGE
I’1l tell you when you get here.
And hurry.

CLARENCE
Al right, CGeorge. |I’mleaving now.

He hangs up the phone and rushes away.
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I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ceorge rushes to the door and starts to close it and pulls
it back open.

EXT. STREET - DAY

A cab pulls up and Alice gets out.

| NT. DOORWAY - DAY
CGeor ge noans.

GEORGE
Ch, no.

EXT. DRI VEWAY - DAY
Ceorge rushes out to neet Alice.

GEORGE
Hi , honey.

They ki ss.

GEORGE
| didn’t expect you this quick.

AL| CE
The cab driver drove |like a nanic.
He nust have been late for |unch or
had a hot date.

She heads for the house as the cab driver steps up with her
| uggage and hol ds his hand out for a tinp.

GEORGE
[’1l take that.

He takes the luggage and starts to wal k of f.

CAB DRI VER
Hey, what about the tip?
GEORGE
What about it?
GEORGE
Wll, | usually get a five spot for

atriplike this.
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GEORGE
VWll, this won't be one of those
times wll it?

Ceorge wal ks off as the cab driver sticks his tongue out at
hi m

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

They come in the door.

ALl CE
|’ mgoing to take a | ong hot
shower .

GEORGE
You do that, honey. I’'ll wait out
her e.

ALl CE
Vell, | hope so. Oh, CGeorge. Wuld

you bring those boxes in the garage
out to the front door. The THRIFT
STORE w Il be here to pick them up.

GEORGE
(1 oud)
Now? Ri ght now?
ALl CE
You have sonething else to do?
GEORGE
Oh...no, I'll bring them out.
ALl CE

You' re acting awful strange. Are
you all right?

GEORGE
Ch, yes, I'"mjust fine. | just
haven’t had ny orange juice yet.

She stares at himli ke what kind of an excuse is that? She
shakes her head and | eaves.

Ceorge hears the | oud sound of a truck. He | ooks out the
door.
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EXT. STREET - DAY

An ol d beat up truck drives up to the curb. A hand witten
sign on the truck reads:

GRANNI ES THRI FT STORE

EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY

CGeorge stares at the beat up truck.

EXT. STREET - DAY

An elderly man, TOM JENKINS, 65, white headed, stooped over,
with a cast on his leg, slides out of the truck.

He stunbles up the driveway swinging the leg in a w de
circle.

Ceorge stares at him

EXT. FRONT PORCH - DAY
Tom wobbl es up to George standi ng outside.
TOM

" m from GRANNI ES THRI FT STORE and
|”ve conme to pick up your junk

GEORGE
What happened to your |eg?
TOM
Wll, it’s a long story. You see,

was in the back of the truck when
it slipped out of gear. It flew
down the hill and | went with it.

GEORGE
Oh no.

TOM
We were headi ng straight for a
white Cadillac sitting in the
driveway. Alittle kitty cat was
| ayi ng on the hood.

GEORGE
Kitty cat?
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TOM
Yep, | yelled for it to get off but
it didn't listen.

GEORGE
What happened?

Tom shakes hi s head.

TOM
The next thing | knew, the truck
slammed right intoit. | heard a

meow and sonet hing went flying
through the air. It shot out like a
cannon bal | .

GEORCGE
Ch no.

TOM
It was lucky for the kitty cat.
Because right across the street,
M's. Johnson was | ayi ng outside
sunning and that little kitty cat
| anded flat footed right on her
bel | y.

GEORGE
VWhat ?

TOM
She screaned to high heaven, and
j unped up and took off running.
That ol d woman sure could run.

GEORGE
What happened to the kitty?

TOM
Ane, it was all right. It had a
real good hold on her belly.
(1 aughs)

GEORGE
Was that when you broke your |eg?

TOM
Sure did. Broke it in two places.

GEORGE

Wth that leg, |I don’t think you
shoul d be doing this.
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TOM

That's what the doctor said.
GEORGE

And your still doing it?
TOM

| have to.
GEORGE

Wy ?
TOM

| like to eat. By the way, where is
your junk?

GEORGE
It’s in the garage. You stay right
here, 1’1l go get it and I'll even

load it up for you.

TOM
That’ s m ghty kind of you.

GEORGE
"1l be right back.

Ceorge | eaves.
Tom linps to the back of the truck

Ceorge cones around the house toting three boxes. The boxes
are heavy and CGeorge wobbl es as he cones across the |awn.

George staggers to the truck. He sits the boxes on the
pavenent out of breath.

TOM
Wul d you open the door. sonny?

George | ooks at him di scussed.

GEORGE
Sure, why not?

He tries to open the door but it’s stuck.
TOM
That sticks all the tine. If you
push up I'Il tap it with the
hammer .

Tom reaches under the truck and takes out the hamrer.
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He sl ans the hamrer down and smashes his finger.
George lets out a bloody scream and grabs his hand.

TOM
Sorry sonny, ny eyes ain’t what
t hey use to be.

Ceorge paces around trying to bare the inm nence pain. He
bl ows on his fingers.

TOM
Here, et me | ook at that.

He | ooks at his finger.

TOM
That ain’t so bad. A couple of
nont hs, and you won’t even notice
it. I think the door is |ose now.
It shoul d open.

CGeorge gives hima dirty look and Iifts the door open.

TOM
Wul d you m nd pl aci ng them boxes
at the front of the truck. | need

to nmake room for some nore junk

The boxes are stacked high.

GEORGE
Where do you want it?
TOM
Pl ace themon top of them other
boxes.
GEORGE
There! Way up there?
TOM
Well, | guess | could do it.
GEORGE
No, no, I'll doit.

Ceorge sits the boxes inside and clinbs in the truck.
He |l ugs the boxes to the front.

CGeorge lifts a box and stretches up.
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TOM
Be careful, them boxes mght...

A loud crash of boxes falling down.

TOM
...fall.

Ceorge lays on the floor covered up with boxes.

Later, Ceorge junps down fromthe truck hol ding his back.

TOM
| appreciate the hel p, sonny.
GEORGE
|’mglad to help.
TOM
I f you get any nore junk, be sure
to call.
GEORGE
11 think about it.
TOM
Have a good day.
GEORGE
| wll...as soon as you | eave.

Ceorge |inps away.

George linps to the front door as the truck drives away. He
goes inside and cl oses the door.

EXT. STREET - DAY

A swat teamin a large truck pulls up in front of George’s
house.

The back door flies opens and two swat nen wearing riot gear
junp out of the truck and fall down.

A third swat man trips over them They untangle and race
toward t he house.

The three policenen run to the front door.
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EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY
O ficer#1 bangs on the door.

OFFI CER#1
This is the police! Open up!

O ficer#2 kicks open the door.
OFFI CER#1
Your suppose to give themtine to
open the door, Ed!
O fice#2 holds his hands up.
OFFI CER#1
WIIl don’t just stand there! Get
i nsi de!

They rush inside.

| NT. GEORGE S HOUSE - DAY
George turns around as officers barge through the door.

OFFI CER#1
Get your hands up!

Ceorge raises his hands in shock.

OFF| CER#1
Get down on the fl oor!

George drops to the floor and they handcuff him
O ficers run by into another room searching.

SGT. MLLER, 55, conmes in the door and wal ks up to George.

SGT. M LLER
VWhere's it at?
GEORGE
What are you tal king about?
SGI. M LLER
You know.
GEORGE

No, | don't know.
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SGI. M LLER

That’ s what they all say.
GEORGE

VWhat's this all about?
SGT. M LLER

| can’t reveal that information
GEORGE

Wy ?
SGI. M LLER

This is a undercover operation. My
i ps are seal ed.

GEORGE
| denmand to know what this is al
about .

An officer cones up

OFFI CER#2
Sergent, | think we’'ve nmade a
m st ake.
SGI. M LLER
Hows t hat ?
OFFI CER#2
This is the wong address.
SGI. M LLER
What ?
OFFI CER#2

Jimdidn't have his glasses on when
he read the address. This is 222
West Berry. We're | ooking for East

Berry.

SGI. M LLER
East Berry?

OFFI CER#2
Yea.

SGI. MLLER

Wel | get those handcuff off of himn

Ofice#2 takes the handcuffs off and George stands up angry.
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SGI. M LLER
| msorry about this M. Ransey. It
was just a honest m stake. | hope
you under st and.
GEORGE
You can tell it to nmy attorney.
SGI. M LLER

No need for that. Maybe we could
wor k somet hi ng out .

GEORGE
You'll be working all right. Al of
your life to pay for the
settlenment! Look at my front door!
What will ny neighbors think?

SGI. M LLER
You know your nei ghbors?
GEORGE
Yes, | know them Wiy wouldn’t |
know t hem
SGI. M LLER
Whi ch one is the child abuser?
GEORGE
Chil d abuser?
SGI. M LLER
Didn’t know about that one did you?
GEORGE
Wio is it?
SGI. M LLER
"1l never tell.
GEORGE
Is it Henry sheets?
SGI. M LLER
Harry Sheets?
GEORGE
Yea, |’ve been suspicious of him
SGTI. M LLER

Wy ?
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GEORGE
When a guy takes his trash out |ate
at night, and never goes outside
during the day. Wwuldn't you be
suspi ci ous?

SGI. M LLER
No.

GEORGE
No wonder you can’t catch anybody.
My attorney will be contacting you.
| hope you have good i nsurance.

CGeorge | eaves.

OFFI CER#2
How | ong have you been with the
swat team Ray?

SGI. M LLER
Five years. Wy?

OFFI CER#2
| don’t think you' Il be with us
much | onger

Oficer#2 wal ks off.

FRONT DOOR - DAY

Swat team conme out the door talking and smling. Sgt. MIler
| ast one out of the door with George behind him

SGI. M LLER
M. Ransey, | hope you' |l except ny
apol ogi ze.
GEORGE
Why should I'?
SGT. M LLER
Well, I’ve been going through a | ot

lately. My wife filed for
divorce... ny dog died... and she
got the house..

He's alnost in tears. He sniffs his nose.
SGI. M LLER

|’ ve been sleeping in ny car
for over a week...
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GEORGE
|’msorry to hear this.

SGI. M LLER
| don't know if | can take nuch
more of this

He sobs and bl ows his nose.
Ceorge frowns. He feels sorry for him
GEORGE
Look, maybe | was a little hasty.

Wiy don’t we just forget about this
and | won't file a report.

SGT. M LLER
Are you sure?
GEORGE
Yes, |’msure. | hope you can get

t hi ngs wor ked out.

SGT. MLLER
Thank you.

He turns and wal ks of f.
A swat officer cone out the door.

GEORGE
It’s terrible the probl ens
he’s been goi ng through.

SWAT OFFI CER
Who you tal ki ng about ?

CEORGE
The Sergent. Wfe divorcing him
hi s dog di ed.

SWAT OFFI CER
He's not narried. .

George | ooks at him

SWAT OFFI CER
... and he doesn’t have a dog. In
fact, he hates dogs after that one
bit himon the nose.
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GEORGE
Nose?

SWAT OFFI CER
They can do wonders with plastic
surgery now a days.

He | eaves. Ceorge stands in shock.

The swat truck drives away as Sergent MI|er waves out the
wi ndow.

CGeorge stands in shock as they drive away.

| NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

CGeorge steps in and closes the door. He turns around when
t he doorbell rings. He opens the door.

EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY
RALPH HAMPTON, A policeman in a uniform stands on the porch.

RALPH
How do you do, sir. I'mofficer
Ral ph Hanpton, and |’ m doing a fund
rai ser for the annual policeman’s
ball and I wonder if you d be
interested in purchasing a ticket.

GEORGE
Vell, 1...

RALPH
Hal f of the noney collected goes to
t he honel ess society to help the
unfortunate citizens of the city.
You want to help themdon't ch?

GEORGE
How nmuch is it?

RALPH
Twenty dol lars but you can
al so deduct it fromyour incone
t ax.

GEORGE
WIIl you take a check?
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RALPH
We prefer cash

GEORGE
| don’t have any cash.

RALPH
You can wite a check but it’'l]
cost twenty-five dollars.

GEORGE
Wiy twenty-five dollars?

RALPH
It’s a processing fee. Ch, and one
other thing. If you re stopped by a
policeman and you tell them you
bought a ticket to the ball. Well,
it’ll be |l ess expensive.

GEORGE
Al right, 1"Il wite you a check
"1l be right back.

Ceorge | eaves and the cop steps inside.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The cop steps in the door and | ooks around. He sees a bow
of candy on the table.

He goes over gets a piece, and sticks it in his nouth. His
eyes roll. It’s good. He fills his pocket with the candy.

Ceorge cones back to the door and | ooks around for him

GEORGE
Where did he go?

RALPH
" mright here.

This startles George and he quickly turns around.
The cop wal ks up and CGeorge hands hi mthe check.

GEORGE
Here's the check.

The cop studies it very carefully.
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RALPH

Do you have any identification?
GEORGE

| dentification?
RALPH

| " ve had bad checks before.
GEORGE

Vell, this isn't one of them
RALPH

Okay. 1'Il take a chance on your

check. | hope it’s good.
GEORGE

If it’s not good, I'lIl wite you

anot her one.

RALPH
Here’s your ticket.

CGeorge | ooks at the ticket.

GEORGE
How come | feel like |I’ve been
scamed?

RALPH

Thank you and have a good day.
He | eaves. Ceorge cl oses the door.

THE DOORBELL RI NGS

| NT. FRONT DOCOR - DAY

George answers the door. A twelve year old PAPERBOY stands
on the porch.

PAPERBOY
|”’mcollecting for the paper.

EARL
| don’t take the paper.

PAPERBOY
| threw you one.
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GEORGE
That’s not ny fault.

PAPERBOY
Did you read it?

GEORGE
As a matter of fact, | did.

PAPERBOY
Then you owe ne for the paper.

GEORGE
| didn’t subscript to the paper.

PAPERBOY
Then give ne back ny papers.

GEORGE
| don’t have them

PAPERBOY
What do you do with thenf

GEORGE
| threw t hem away

PAPERBOY
Then you owe ne for the papers.

GEORGE
Look kid. Try to read ny |ips.
didn’t subscribe to the paper and
|’ mnot going to pay for sonething
| didn't subscribe to.

PAPERBOY
My dad will be talking to you.
GEORGE
You think that scares ne? Wwo is
your dad?
PAPERBOY
He’s the sheriff.
GEORGE
Sheriff?
PAPERBOY

He knows how to handl e guys |ike
you. You ever been handcuffed and
thrown in a dark cell?
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CGeorge stares at himas he thinks this over.

PAPERBOY
You ever been sl apped around with a
rubber hose?

GEORGE
kay, Okay. |'Il pay the extortion
noney. How nmuch is it?

PAPERBOY
Fi fteen doll ars.

He hands hi mthe noney.
GEORGE

Here’s the noney but do ne a little
favor. Don’t throw nme any nore

papers.
PAPERBOY
| f you want to cancel, you have to
call init.
GEORGE
What’ s t he nunber?
PAPERBOY
It’s in the paper.
GEORGE
| don’t have a paper.
PAPERBOY
You' | | have one tonorrow.

The paperboy wal ks off as George stares at him He shuts the
door.

LOUD BANG NG COVES FROM THE ROOF!

He goes outsi de.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY
Ceorge steps out and | ooks up at the roof.

A man is pounding on the roof. A tall |adder |eans against
t he house.

George clinbs the shaky | adder.
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GEORGE
Hey! What are you doi ng?

ROCFER
| " m checki ng your roof.

GEORGE
Who told you to do that?

ROOFER
Your wife called | ast week. Said
she saw sonme shingles blowing in
the wind. Wanted ne to check it

out .
GEORGE
How long will it take?
ROCFER
About thirty m nutes.
GEORGE
Wul d you hurry. |’ve got sone

conmpany comng over and |I can’'t
stand all this pounding.

ROOFER
"1l go as fast as | can.

George clinmbs down and goes to the door but the door has
sl ammed shut and it’s | ocked.

He doesn’t have the key so he runs next door.

He bangs on the door. CLYDE BROW, 62, answers the door with
a sweet roll in his hand.

GEORGE
Clyde, |I’ve | ocked nyself out and I
don’t have a key. | know your good

at picking | ocks. Can you cone over
and open the door?

CLYDE

Ri ght now?
GEORGE

Yes, |’ve got to get to work.
CLYDE

"1l try, GCeorge.

CGeorge drags himacross the lawn to the door.
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Clyde hands himthe sweet roll. He takes a safety pin from
his shirt and picks the | ock.

Ceorge rushes inside and cl oses the door. He opens the door
and hands Cyde the sweet roll and closes the door.

CLYDE
(to hinself)
Thank you Cyde. That’'s all right
Ceorge. I'mglad to help.

He wal ks of f.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

Clarence drives into the driveway and goes to the front
door. He rings the doorbell.

The door opens and George takes his arm jerks himin the
door, and closes it.

I NT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

CGeorge notions for himto follow him They go to the far end
of the living room

GEORGE
| don't want Alice to hear this.

Ceor ge paces back and forth as he speaks.

GEORGE
This is hard to explain... |ast
night I was at the office party and
| was drinking too nuch. A
beauti ful woman and | begin to
tal k. W& were | aughing and dri nking
and... she was ni bbling on ny
ear... when all of a sudden, |
bl acked out.

CLARENCE
You think she slipped sonething in
your drink??

GEORGE
| don’t know?... maybe. This
norning | woke up and... she was

| ayi ng beside ne in bed.
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CLARENCE
You rascal .
GEORGE
And she was dead.
CLARENCE
Dead? Did you call the police?
GEORGE
No, | don’t even know her nane. All
| know is she works on the third
fl oor.
CLARENCE
Third fl oor?
GEORGE
How can | explain this to the
police... or Alice?
CLARENCE
VWhere is Alice?
GEORGE
She’s still in the shower.
CLARENCE

You’' ve got a problem George.
Where’ s the body?

GEORGE
| put her in the closet in the
gar age.

CLARENCE

Closet! You can’t hide a body in
the closet. That’s the first place

they I'l | ook!
GEORGE
Not if it’s in the dunp.
CLARENCE
Dunp? You can’t put her in a dunp?
GEORGE
It’s only tenporarily. After they
pick her up I'Il nake an anonynobus

call to the police and tell them
where she’s at and they' Il go get
her. Then 1’1l be in the clear.
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CLARENCE
That m ght worKk.

GEORGE
Today is trash day. | need to put
the body in the trash can and take

it out to the curb so they' Il hau
her away.
CLARENCE
We better hurry and get her out
t here.
GEORGE
| can’t
CLARENCE
Why ?
GEORGE
The repair man is in the garage.
CLARENCE
What repair man?
GEORGE

The one who cane to repair the

washer. Now |isten, the garbage
truck usually cones here at 7:45
and that’s fifteen m nutes away.

CLARENCE
What are we going to do?

GEORGE
W need to get the repairman out of
t he garage.

CLARENCE
How we going to do that?

GEORGE
| want you to distract the
repai rman. Tell him sonmeone’s
messing wth his van. Then he’ |
run outside and you go with him
Keep him busy as |ong as you can.
Then 1’11 put the body in the trash
can and take her out to the curb.

CLARENCE
kay, | can do that.

They stare at each other a few seconds.
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GEORGE
He’s in the garage.
CLARENCE
kay.
Anot her few seconds.
GEORGE
Vell?. ..
CLARENCE
kay. .. where’s the garage?
GEORGE
(poi nts)
That way.
CLARENCE
Ckay. .. okay.

Cl arence | eaves.
THE PHONE RI NGS!

Ceorge answers it.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
CGeorge picks up the phone.

GEORGE
Hel | o.

SHERI FF
M. Ransey, this is SHERI FF MATT
ZILLION, and | understand there was
a problemw th your paper.

GEORGE
Problen? Ch no, just a little
m sunder st andi ng but we have t hat
taken care of. 1'd like to tell you
how nmuch | appreciate the great
servi ce your son has provided to ne
on the pronpt delivery of the

paper .
SHERI FF

Vell, thank you for those kind

words. | see you've had a little

problemin the past.
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GEORGE
What do you nean?

SHERI FF
| see here when you were fourteen
you were arrested for siphoning gas
out of a police car.

GEORGE
Oh, well, that was done on a dare.
Just a little prank.

SHERI FF
| see. | do hope we’ll not have any
nore of these pranks.

GEORGE
Oh, rest assured. You won't.

SHERI FF
|’mglad to hear that. \Wen a
custoner cancels the paper it hurts
my son’s feelings. | don't like to
have ny son’s feelings hurt.

GEORGE
Oh, well, | understand that. And |
want you to know | intend to take

t he paper forever.

SHERI FF
That’ s good to hear M. Ransey.
Maybe we can tal k agai n.

GEORGE
Ch that woul d be great.

SHERI FF
Good day, M. Ransey.

GEORGE
And good day to you, sir.

He hangs up the phone.

| NT. GARAGE - DAY

Cl arence sneaks to the door and peeks in the garage.

The repairman Emmt, has his head in the washer.

Cl arence sneaks in the garage.
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CLARENCE
(shout s)
Hey!

This scares Emmt and he BANGS his head on the washer.

CLARENCE
(shout s)
Sonebody’ s in your van!

Emmit junps up and O arence follows himthrough the door.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Ceorge paces and hears them runni ng. He | ooks around.

Enmit runs outside with O arence cl ose behind. C arence
gives his a sign as he runs out the door.

Ceorge closes the door and rushes to the garage.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY
Emmt and Carence run up to the van. Enmt | ooks around.

EMWM T
| don’t see anybody.

CLARENCE
He nust have ran off. You better
check your van and see if he took
anyt hi ng.

EMWMT
The van is | ocked.

CLARENCE
Maybe he had a key?

EMM T
Where woul d he get a key?

CLARENCE
Maybe he broke a wi ndow?

EMM T
The wi ndows aren’t broke.

CLARENCE
Maybe he jammed the door | ock?
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EMT
[’1l check it.

Emmt checks the truck.

| NT. GARAGE - DAY

George runs into the garage and opens the door that |eads
out si de.

EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY

He grabs the enpty trash can and pulls it inside.

| NT. GARACGE - DAY
Ceorge closes the door and runs to the closet.

He lifts the body out of the closet, and drags her to the
gar bage can.

He | ays her down, takes off the lid, reaches down and picks
her up. He staggers. She’ s heavy.

He places her feet in first. She’s two foot above the can.
He pushes her down. \Wen he lets her go, she pops back up.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Alice cones out of the shower drying her head. She sees the
drunk in her bed.

ALl CE
(shout s)
Ceor ge!
| NT. GARAGE - DAY

Ceorge pushes the body back down when he hears Alice. He
runs out of the garage. The body pops back up.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

George runs into the bedroom
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GEORGE
What is it, honey?

Ali ce points.

ALl CE
Who is that man in nmy bed?

Ceorge glares at himsurprised.

GEORGE
Who' s that?

ALI CE
| ask you first.

GEORGE
| don’t know who he is.

ALl CE
Get himout of ny bed!

CGeorge runs over and shakes him

GEORGE
Hey! Wake up! Wake up!

THE DOORBELL RI NGS

GEORGE
"1l be right back.

He runs out of the room

ALl CE
Ceor ge?

The drunk rai ses up.

DRUNK
How can | sleep with all this
noi se. | need sone peace and quite.

He crawl s out of bed and staggers into the bathroom and
cl oses the door.

Alice stares at himin shock.



I NT. FRONT DOCR. - DAY

CGeorge answers the door and the roofer greeds him

ROOFER
It’ Il cost you two hundred to fix
your roof.

GEORGE

Two hundred? To fix a few shingles?

ROOFER
Vell, there’s the tear off, the
| abor, the cenent, nails, the
shingles. ..

GEORGE
Ckay, okay. You can fix it but not
t oday.

ROOFER
If I can’t fix it today. |I'Il have
to charge full price.

GEORGE
What’s the full price?

ROOFER
Fi ve hundred dol | ars.

GEORGE
Five hundred? | don’t want to pay
for your retirenment. | just need ny
roof fixed.

ROOFER
Your choice, two or five.

GEORGE
Ckay, go ahead and fix it.

RALPH
What about your conpany?

GEORGE
They’ Il have to put up with it! Can
you hurry?

ROOFER
"1l get right on it.

CGeorge closes the door and runs into the bedroom

DOORBELL RI NGS!
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CGeorge runs out of the bedroomto the front door.

| NT. FRONT DOCR - DAY

CGeorge opens the door. Another policeman stands on the
por ch.

CARL HACKETT
Hello, I"mofficer CARL HACKETT,
and I"'mselling tickets to the
annual policeman’s ball. Wuld you
be interested in supporting us?

GEORGE
| ve al ready bought one.

CARL HACKETT
Did you buy one for your wfe?

GEORGE
No.

CARL HACKETT
Who you going to dance with? |
don’t think your wfe would be too
happy when she finds out you're
dancing with a strange wonan.

GEORGE
Who’s going to tell her?

CARL HACKETT
Wrd gets around. See this |ist.

He holds up a piece of paper.

CARL HACKETT
If I put a check on your nane it
nmeans you donated. If | circle it,
it nmeans you didn't. Al the
officers in towm wll have a copy
of this list. You really don’'t want
a circle around your name if you
get ny drift.

GEORGE
Alright, 1'll buy the ticket. 1’11
wite you a check.

CARL HACKETT
Ch, if you wite a check..
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GEORGE
| know. It’s twenty-five dollars.
"1l be right back.

I NT. BRI CK HOUSE

CGeorge | eaves and Carl steps inside. He | ooks around and
sees the candy in the dish.

He goes over and pops a piece in his nmouth. He chews it,
it’s good, and he grabs a handful and sticks it in his
pocket .

Ceorge cones back with the check and catches Carl chew ng
t he nout hful of candy.

GEORGE
| hope you enjoyed the candy?

CARL HACKETT
Yes, it’s very good.

GEORGE
Wul d you |ike sonmething to drink
too?

CARL HACKETT
Well, I'd take a pop.

GEORGE
You won't take it here, because we
don’t have any.

CARL HACKETT
What do you have?

GEORGE
We have sone pickle juice.

CARL HACKETT

Oh no, | can't stand the stuff.
GEORGE
Well, then you re shit out of |uck

aren’t you? Here’ s the check.
Carl hands himthe ticket.

CARL HACKETT
Here’'s your ticket.
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GEORGE
Thank you. And would you mind to
informthe rest of the police
departnent that |’ ve purchase al
the tickets |I can afford?

CARL HACKETT
This check better be good.

GEORGE
Don't worry, | have over draft
protection.
Carl leaves with a frown.
As CGeorge starts to close the door he sees a car pull up to
t he curb.
EXT. STREET - DAY

The sheriff MATT ZILLION, drives up and steps out of the
car.

Standing 6 foot seven, he puts his ten galleon hat on his
| arge head. A shinny gold badge on his chest and a colt 45
on his hip.

CGeorge stares at himin shook.

Matt wal ks up to the door with a stern | ook on his face.

MATT ZI LLI ON
M. Ransey, |'’msheriff Matt
Zillion.

GEORGE
Hello, I’"’mglad to neet you.

They shake hands.

MATT ZI LLI ON
| know there’s been a problemwth
paynment on the paper so | thought
we coul d get this straighten out
where we won’t have this problem
agai n.

GEORGE

Oh, there’s never going to be
anot her problem | prom se.
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MATT ZI LLI ON
VWell, to make sure we don’t, | have
a sol ution.

GEORGE
VWhat kind of a solution?

MATT ZI LLI ON
| have a contract here that will be
clear to all parties involved. This
contract states that you will take
the paper for a period of ten years
or until my son gets out of grade
school .

GEORGE
Ten years?

MATT ZI LLI ON
You have a problemw th that?

GEORGE
Oh, no, no problemat all

MATT ZI LLI ON
|"mglad to hear that. And to be
nore conveni ent for you, we can
take the paynent out of your
checki ng account just in case you
forget again.

GEORGE
Onh, well that will be handy. |
certainly wouldn’t want to forget.

MATT ZI LLI ON
Signit.

He quickly signs it.

MATT ZI LLI ON
Thank you M. Ransey.

GEORGE
Could I get a copy of that?

MATT ZI LLI ON
|”ve got a feeling you don’t trust
ne.

GEORGE
Ch, no, nothing like that. | just

need a copy for ny records.
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MATT ZI LLI ON
| can’t do that.

GEORGE
Why not ?

MATT ZI LLI ON
| may want to change sonething.

GEORGE
O coarse, why didn't | think of
t hat .

MATT ZI LLI ON
Don’t get the ideal you can skip

out on this obligation. "Il find

you no nmatter where you're at.
GEORGE

That thought never crossed ny m nd.
MATT ZI LLI ON

Make sure it doesn’'t. Have a good

day. 1’1l be watching you.

He turns and | eaves.

CGeorge closes the door and runs toward the bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

CGeorge cones into the bedroomand Alice stares at the
bat hroom door. He sees the drunk is not in the bed.

GEORGE
Where did he go?

ALI CE
He's in the bat hroom

GEORGE
Bat hr oont?

The toilet flushes.

| N THE BACKGROUND: George hears the SOUND of the GARBAGE
TRUCK

GEORGE
When he cones out tell himto
| eave. |’ve got to get the trash to

the street.
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He runs away. Alice stares at himw th nmouth w de open.

| NT. GARAGE - DAY

Ceorge runs into the garage to the trash can. He pushes the
body down, picks up the garbage bag with the sheets, and
tosses it on top.

Hol di ng t he body down, He reaches for the lid but it’s just
out of reach. He slings his leg to try to pull the lid

cl oser.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

The drunk cones out of the bathroom tips his hat and
staggers away. A long strand of toilet paper hangs down from
his coat. Alice gazes in amzenent.

| NT. GARAGE - DAY

CGeorge drags the lid close, picks it up, and places it on
t he can.

Soneone knocks on the wi ndow of the garage door. He | ooks
up.

A friend AL THOVAS, 34, waves at himthrough the w ndow.

He opens the door and cones in.

AL
VWhere's Alice?
GEORGE
She’'s in the shower?
AL
Listen, |’ve just met two party

girls and they both want to go
ski nny di ppi ng. Can you get away?

GEORGE
No, you know | don’'t do things Iike
t hat .

AL
It’s because you’ ve never had the
chance, George. Well, now s your
chance. When | think of them!1 just
drool. I'd crawl a mle on ground

( MORE)
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AL (cont’ d)
glass just to snell her ankle. I'm
dependi ng on you Ceorge because If
| don’t find a guy for the other
gal, they won't go.

GEORGE
No, | can’t. You'll have to get
someone el se.

AL
Li ke who?

GEORGE
VWhat about Honmer Jones?

AL
He’s as ugly as honme nade soap,
Ceorge. One |l ook at his buck teeth

and they' Il scatter like flies.
You’' ve got to help nme out.
GEORGE
No, no, | can’t
AL

CGeorge, you can’'t believe these
gals. My eyeballs go crazy when
think of them | can’'t mss out on
this. Please help ne, just this one
tinme. Please, please.

Ceor ge shakes his head.

GEORGE
| can't do it. It’s out of the
guesti on.

AL
Al right, CGeorge. If you conme over
to borrow ny fishing pole again, it
won’ t happen.

He stonps of f nad.

Ceorge hears a truck and | ooks out the door.

The garage truck pulls up five doors down the street. Two
men pick up the trash cans and dunp themin the back of the
t ruck.

Ceorge grabs the trash can but its heavy. He drags it down
the long driveway.
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EXT. BRI CK HOUSE - DAY
George drags the trash can down the driveway.
A man wal ks up to him

SH FTY LEW S
How do you do, sir, I'mshifty
Lewis and I'’ma candidate for the
of fice of mayor of this fine city.
| promise you I'll |ower your
t axes, pave your driveway, and
pl ant some Cak trees in your yard
if you vote for ne.

GEORGE
How can you prom se that?

SHI FTY LEW S
| know how to work the system

GEORGE
| don’t want any Oak trees in ny
front yard.

SHI FTY LEW S
What kind of trees do you I|ike?

GEORGE
Vell... | |ike Sycanores.

SHI FTY LEW S
| can get you sone Sycanores but
you' || have to pay a surcharge.

GEORGE
How nmuch does that cost?

SHI FTY LEW S
Hundred dollars a tree.

GEORGE
Hundred dollars? I can buy ny own
trees for that.

SHI FTY LEW S
But you can’t plant them

GEORGE
Why not ?
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SHI FTY LEW S
You have to have a permt.

GEORGE
Were do | get that?

SH FTY LEW S
Fromnme. |'’min charge of the
permt office. If |I don't signit,
you don’t get it.

GEORGE
"1l call the governor about this.

SH FTY LEW S
Go right ahead. He's ny brother.

GEORGE
You can’t do this?

SH FTY LEW S
Wanna bet.

He hands George his card.

SHI FTY LEW S
Here's ny card. Don't forget to
vote. Ch, you are a Denocrat aren’t
you?

GEORGE
No, |I'm a Republican.

Shifty takes back his card.

SHI FTY LEW S
You can’t vote for ne.
GEORGE
Ch, thank goodness. That is a

relief.

SH FTY LEW S
You're the tenth Republican I’ ve
talk to in this neighborhood.
Wiere’s all the Denocrats?

GEORGE
Their all in jail

SH FTY LEW S
You won’t be getting any Sycanores.

Shifty wal ks away with a frown on his face.
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George notices a man in a suit talking to the | ady next
door. He's scribbling on a pad.

EXT. STREET - DAY

At the van, Emmit steps out of the door.

EM T
| don’t see anything m ssing?

Cl arence points down the street.
CLARENCE
Look! He just went around the
cor ner.
Emmt | ooks up the street.

EM T
VWher e?

CLARENCE
You can’t see himnow but he's a
runni ng. Let’s take your van and
catch him

They junp in the van. Wen the van starts, it roars. It’s
| oud and ear piercing.

George stares at the | oud van.

They speed off.

EXT. STREET - DAY
Ceorge drags the trash can to the curb.

He sees the garbage truck three doors down the street
pi cking up trash

He notices an old pickup down the street in front of a pile
of discarded itens on the curb. A junk man tosses itens in
t he pi ckup.

He turns to | eave when a voi ce shouts.

HERB
Hey, George!

CGeorge turns around with fear in his face until he sees it’s

hi s nei ghbor, HERB PI CKENS, 45, across the street. He wal ks
over with hedge cutters in his hand.
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HERB
George, Ann is having sone
nei ghbors cone over for a little
get together and she wanted ne to
see if you and Alice would like to
cone.

GEORGE
Vell, | don’t know. She just cane
back froma long trip. She’s awf ul
tired.

HERB
Ann made a raspberry cave. | know
that’'s your favorite.

GEORGE
What kind of icing?

HERB
Fri dge Mabl e.

GEORGE
VWhat time?

HERB
Si x o' cl ock.

GEORGE
We'll be there.

Herb checks out his trash can.

HERB
s this new?
GEORGE
No, I’ve had it a week.
HERB
It looks like it'll hold a lot.
GEORGE
Wll, it was on sale and | was

cl eani ng out the garage and |
needed sonet hi ng big.

HERB
How nuch did you pay got it?

GEORGE
Ni net een ninety five.
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HERB
You got shafted, Ceorge.

GEORGE
What do you nean?

HERB
Had it in the paper this norning
for three ninety five.

GEORGE
You' re ki ddi ng?

HERB
This may be a little bigger. 1’11
take a | ook.

He takes hold of the Iid and CGeorge | eaps on the can driving
the lid down. Herb shocked, stares at him

Ceorge | ooks up at him

GEORGE
It’s cramfull. If you open it up
it spill out.

HERB

Well, that's a relief. | thought
you were having a fit.

GEORGE
No...l just didn't want it to
spill.

HERB
Conme over early and you can lick
t he bow .

Herb strolls off.

CGeorge goes back to the chain link fence and cl oses the

gat e.

The ol d pickup drives up in front of his trash.

Door swi ngs open and junk man steps out and wobbles up to
the trash can to take a | ook. He places his hand on the lid
to open it up

At the gate George sees him
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GEORGE
No! St op!

Junk man | ooks up.

CGeorge swi ngs the gate open and charges out |ike a raging
bul | .

Junk man whirls around and makes a beeline back to his
pi ckup. He junps inside and puts the petal to the netal.

A puff of gray snoke cones fromthe tail pipe when the
pi ckup starts.

As the pickup drives away, an old refrigerator flies out of
t he back and shatters on the pavenent.

Pickup leaves a trail of snoke as it chugs away.

Ceorge decides to guard the trash can until the garbage
truck arrivals.

The garbage truck pulls up in front of George’s house as
George reaches the end of his driveway.

BENNY HARRI S, 45, junps off the back of the truck.

BENNY
Mor ni ng, Ceorge.

GEORGE
Mor ni ng, Benny.

BENNY
Did you hear about w dow Hayes?

GEORGE
W dow Hayes?

BENNY
Yea, |ast week she up and ran off
wth a twenty two year old and went
to Las Vegas. They blew ten
t housands dollars. After he clean
her out, he left her stranded in
Vegas and she had to call her son
to send her the noney to get back
hone.

CGeorge is shocked to hear this.
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BENNY
You got to hand it to that old gal.
She’s got nore spit and vi negar
than | got.

The drunk cones out of the door chewi ng on a sandw ch. They
both see him

BENNY
VWho' s that?

BENNY
| don’t know... but he's eating ny
sandw ch.

A loud squealing of tires and they both | ook up the street.

A flashy red convertible comes down the street and pulls
into George’s driveway and slans on the brakes.

BENNY
Who' s that?

GEORGE
It's Helen Wal ker. Alice’'s friend.

Hel en get out of the car with tight jeans and thick nakeup.
He blond hair waves in the wind. She notices CGeorge and
wal ks over.

HELEN
Hell o, CGeorge, |’ve cone to pick up
Alice. She inside?

Benny | ooks at GCeorge.

GEORGE
|"msorry. | was going to call you
Alice isn't feeling well. She went

to bed.
Benny | ooks at Hel en.

HELEN
s it serious?

Benny keeps | ooking at whoever is talKking.
GEORGE

No, I don’t think so. She just
needs sone rest.
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HELEN
[’Il look in on her.

GEORGE
Oh, no... she’s asl eep.

The man in the suit cones up to them

BURT TALLEY
Excuse nme, |’ m Detective BURT
TALLEY, and |I'’minvestigating a
burglary down the street. Anyone
here see a strange vehicle or a
stranger in the nei ghborhood.

BENNY
Not ne.

HELEN
Did you say a burglary?

BEN TALLEY
Yes, early this norning.

Burt gl ances at Geor ge.

BURT TALLEY

What about you?
GEORGE

What about ne?
BURT TALLEY

D d you see anythi ng?
GEORGE

Oh, no...l didn't see anything.
HELEN

Maybe Alice saw soneone?
GEORGE

No... she couldn’t have seen

anyone. She was in the shower.

BENNY
It’s getting where your not safe
anywhere anynore. | don’t know what

the worl ds com ng to.
HELEN

Maybe she saw sonet hing before she
got in the shower?
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GEORGE
No... that’'s not possible. She went
into the shower straight fromthe

bedr oom
I N THE BACKGROUND: A loud roar of a truck. They all stare.
A "JI FFY APPLI ANCE REPAIR' truck zoonms down the street.

EXT. FRONT PORCH - DAY

Alice stonps out on the porch wearing a robe and a towel on
her head. She’'s angry and sees George.

ALl CE
George! | want to talk to you

Everyone stares at her.

BENNY
| think you re in trouble, Ceorge.

Alice marches up with fire in her eyes. She holds up a pink
scarf.

ALl CE
And who does this belong to?
GEORGE
Where did you find that?
ALl CE
I n our bed.
HELEN
Vell, it looks like she’s feeling
better.
GEORGE

It nmust belong to the strange nan
who was in our bed?

BENNY
There’s a stranger in your bed?

ALl CE
And that’s another thing, where did
he go?

BURT

You’' ve got a strange nman wanderi ng
around your house?
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HELEN
Coul d he be the burglar?

GEORGE
No...he was just a drunk that canme
in.

BENNY

Was he the one eating the sandw ch?
GEORGE

Yes.
BENNY

How often does this happened,
Ceor ge?

GEORGE
You keep out of this. Look honey,
you’' re causing a scene.

BENNY
Way don’ cha just tell her the
truth, George?

BURT
Yea, why don’t you. This may be
i nteresting.

HELEN
Go ahead George, 1’1l testify for
her.

GEORGE

Honey, do you realize how you're
dr essed?

Alice | ooks down at the robe in shock.

It was then she realizes how foolish she | ooks.

GEORGE
You al so have a towel on your head.

and runs back into the house.

BENNY
That’'s fast thinking, George. |
wish | could think that fast.

HELEN
| want you to know, GCeorge. | know
a good attorney. She’'ll take every

thi ng you' ve got.

82.

She turns
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Ceorge turns to Burt.

BURT
Keep ne out of this.

GEORGE
It’s not what you think, Helen.

HELEN
And what is it, George?

BENNY
Don’t say anything, George. You
heard her. She'll testify.

GEORGE
| can explain this.

HELEN
Wll, that will be a first.

CGeorge and Helen argue as Burt |eans on the garbage can and
rubs his shoe.

Benny | ooks at him

BURT
(to Benny)
New shoes. My feet are killing ne.

The trash can tips over and Benny catches it.

BENNY
Whoo. | don't like to pick trash
of f the ground.

Al tosses the |lid and tries to pull the can to the truck but
it’s too heavy.

BENNY
My God. What’s you got in there,
Ceorge. A body?

GEORGE
No... just sonme stuff | took out of
t he garage.
Burt stares at Ceorge.

BENNY
Harry, help me with this trash can.

Harry cones over and they pull the can to the truck.
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They try to lift it up but its too heavy.
BENNY
Harry, get a hold of the end and
l[ift it up.
They both grunt and struggle to lay it on the bed.

CGeorge, Burt, and Helen all nake notions as if they were
hel pi ng them

BENNY
This thing weights a ton. Let ne
t ake some out.
Benny reaches in and pulls out the garbage bag.

When the bag cones out a armfalls out on the edge of the
garbage can. The fingers are in a nasty position.

Benny stares in shock.

Hel en gasps and hol ds her hand over her nout h.

Burt’s eyes open w de.

An incoherent woman sticks her head out of the trash can.

WOVAN
What happened?

She blinks her eyes in a daze.

Ceorge stares in horror realizing she’s not dead.
Burt gazes at him

George turns to neet the glaring eyes of Burt.
Burt takes his arm

BURT TALLEY
We need to tal k.

GEORGE
| can explain this.

BURT TALLEY
Oh, I"mso you can.

He | eads George to the house away from everyone.

Hel en, Benny, and Harry hel p the dazed wonman out of the
trash can while Burt interrogates George.
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FADE QOUT:
THE END.

85.



