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DAWN TO DEADLY NI GHTSHADE

SECOND SERIES I N
' THE HEART OF STONE SAGA

EPI SODE ONE
ALVI NGTON MANOCR

FADE | N:

EXT. | VELL TOMN: DAY JUN 1851 2/ 1

JOSHUA DRYER is ON HORSEBACK following the road to THE HORSE
POOL, where he was told he would find THE HORSE KEEPER. He
hands over THE ANI MAL and pays the man the remmi nder of the
hiring fee. THE HORSE POOL is well used as a watering place
and resenbles a quagmre. Thus he is very tired and a little
muddy when he eventually clinbs STAIRS H LL and knocks on

t he door of MR FAIRWAY'S cottage. He is scraping his LONG
LEATHER RI DI NG BOOTS on the netal provided when his knock is
answered by a young lady in MOP CAP AND APRON

JOSHUA DRYER
Wul d you be so kind as to inform M
Fairway that Joshua Dryer hast cone,
of Portl and.

The girl offers a charm ng smle but, before she can answer,
a voice calls out fromwthin.

AMBROSE FAI RWAY
Cone in; cone in, ny dear sir.

I NT. AMBROSE FAI RMAY' S COTTAGE, | VELL: DAY 2/ 2

M Fairway junps up fromhis arnchair to greet his honoured
guest. He bows.

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
| am your servant, ny Lord.

JOSHUA
Conme now, Fairway. Do not ridicule nme
in this way.

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
You m stake nme, nmy Lord. | amin
earnest. | wish you to consider ne
conpl etely at your disposal.
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He i ndi cat es

JOSHUA DRYER
Forgive me, sir, I'mnot used to the
lifestyle just yet. It will take sonme
time for me to adjust to the
conventions and proprieties of the
upper cl asses.

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
Fear not, dear boy. | wll be your
counsel in such |egal affairs that
you are not trained to conprehend and
in mtters of social etiquette, |
wi Il be your guide.

a confortable CHAI R
Pl ease sit down, renove those boots
and nmake use of the foot stool.

Joshua does as he is bid gratefully. M Fairway relieves him
of HHS TALL HAT, placing it on the stand in the hallway. THE
BOOTS he pl aces beneath, on the flag floor. He turns to the

young nmai d.

Cl ara | eaves

AMBROSE FAI RMAY (cont' d)
Cl ara, ny dear, have we refreshnents
ready for his |ordship?

CLARA FAI RWAY
O course, Papa. | shall serve you
shortly.

t he room hastily.

AMBROSE FAI RWAY
I"msorry, ny Lord. | should have
i ntroduced you to ny daughter, C ara.

JOSHUA DRYER
Pl ease, M Fairway, | should be nuch
obliged if you' d call nme ‘Joshua’.
feel decidedly unconfortable with our
rel ationship on its present standing,
and as | have no one | can call a

friend in this county, 1'd very nuch
val ue your | ooking upon ne as a
friend.

AMBROSE FAI RWAY
It's decidedly unconventional, ny

Lord. But as it's your wish, |I'm
honoured to be consi dered your
friend.

( MORE)
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AMBROSE FAI RMAY (cont' d)
I nmust, however, insist on proper
address in public.

JOSHUA DRYER
Agreed; but you have omtted to tel
me your Christian nane in return, M
Fai rway.

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
I"menbarrassed to say that it's
“Anbrose’, ny Lord.

JOSHUA DRYER
Ah.

He shakes his finger in nock adnonition.
No nore ‘ny Lord , renenber?

Clara enters with A TRAY OF CUTLERY and proceeds to |ay out
the table in the corner of the room The SILVER KN VES AND
FORKS glisten against the clean, WH TE CLOTH and in the
centre A BOALL OF YELLOW RCSES | ook as if they have only just
been picked. Clara noves themto a sideboard and Joshua

noti ces how she keeps her eyes downcast.

AMBROSE FAI RWAY
Clara, my dear, 1'd like to introduce
you to our guest, M Joshua Dryer,
Lord of the Manor of Alvington. My
Lord, this is ny daughter, d ara.

Joshua stands up.

JOSHUA DRYER
I"mdelighted to make your
acquai ntance, M ss Fairway.

Joshua takes her hand and bows, touching his |lips to her
soft skin. Clara smles as she dips in A CURTSEY.

CLARA FAI RWAY
I'"m pleased to neet you, ny Lord, but
pl ease forgive nme, I'min haste not
to spoil your supper.

Joshua rel eases her hand hastily.

JOSHUA DRYER
I"mso sorry, | wouldn't dream of
del ayi ng you, when | can al ready
snell the savoury arona of a tasty
nmeal .
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LATER:

The neal proves to be a culinary delight and his hosts are
excel | ent conpany. After THE LAMPS have been |it and THE
CURTAI NS ARE DRAW\, they relax. Clara joins themonce the
di shes are done, all the tine quietly working on HER
EVMBRO DERY

AMBROSE FAI RWAY

(To d ara)
You shoul d have seen the flurry of
activity at the manor in preparation
for the arrival of his Lordship,
Clara. No one knows anything of his
true background, but |I'm sure he'l
be able to keep up the air of
nmystery. After all, he has the air
of a gentleman don't you think so,
C ara?

Clara | ooks up and sm | es.

CLARA FAI RWAY
| do, Papa.

JOSHUA DRYER
I have a lot to | earn though

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
Wel |l of course, but you've the
advant age over your staff, of having
travelled to foreign parts with the
Met hodi st s, converting the heat hens
to Christianity. You' ve wal ked the
streets of London and nost of the
folk on the estate have travelled no
further afield than the market town
of Ivell. | reckon by tracking you
down, |'ve truly, put the cat anong
t he pigeons. For all the enterprising
females in the vicinity will be
havi ng attacks of the vapours over
the nost eligible male for mles

around.
JOSHUA DRYER
(Ginning)
There's no need to exagger at e,
Anbr ose.

Joshua learns a | ot about Ivell and its people, about the
gloving industry for which it is renowned and about the
| ocal | andowners and their estates, including his own.
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AMBROSE has given himall kinds of advice fromdonestic to
financial investnments, and he is now quite exhausted.

I NT. BEDROOM OF FAI RWAYS COTTAGE: NI GHT

Clara shows himinto the LITTLE BOX ROOM that is their guest
room Although tiny, it is equipped with everything he
requires. In no tine at all he is abed and mulling over the
day’ s events.

FADE | N:

EXT. CHESIL BEACH: DAY - FLASHBACK (SCENE 312 BRANDY ROW)

Joshua leaving Portland with his family waving him goodbye
on Chesil beach.

FADE OUT

I NT. BEDROOM OF FAI RWAYS COTTAGE: NI GHT - BACK TO PRESENT

(o.s.) He hears the runpus of the folk |eaving THE HALF MOON
HOTEL a little way up the street and |ater he hears the
CHURCH CLOCK CHI VE AT M DNl GHT. Then he hears no nore unti
dawn.

FADE TO BLACK

I NT. THE FAI RAMAYS COTTACE: DAWN

Early the foll ow ng norning Joshua joins the Fairways for
BREAKFAST.

JOSHUA DRYER
I"minpatient to get to Alvington
Manor as soon as | can, but
unfortunately ny trip to the tailors
i s unavoi dabl e.

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
No worries. | wll acconmpany you to
t he borough. The shop in Mddle
Street can be seen fromthere. Then
if you neet nme here at around noon, |
can take you on to the nmanor.

JOSHUA DRYER
That will be very hel pful, thank you.

2/ 3

2/ 4

2/'5

2/ 6
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217

2/ 8

I NT. THE TAILORS, | VELL DAY 217
W PE TO MONTAGE

1) MR SOLOMON, the tailor, is eager to please his esteened
client and apart from neasuring himup for THREE NEW W NTER
VEEI GHT SUI TS OF CLOTHES he is also able to supply himw th
TWO LI GATVEEI GHT READY MADE QUTFITS. One set in blue and the
other is a dark green and both are amazingly a perfect fit.

2) In addition he chooses SEVERAL SILK SH RTS, CRAVATS AND
W DER NECK- CLOTHS and M Sol onobn waps themin a BROAN PAPER
PARCEL for him

3) Joshua spends sone tinme in choosing the correct blend of
fabric and colours for his winter wardrobe: a soft though
hard-wearing material for the TROUSERS, el aborate cream and
LEMON WAI STCOATS AND RI CH, DARK COLOURED DRESS COATS.

4) He also wants a |lounge suit made, simlar to the one that
is displayed on THE DUMW I N THE WNDOW The tine flies by
and he has not even considered the need for new
under gar nment s.

5) Joshua is relieved to | eave the CLUTTERED LI TTLE SHOP and
step outside into the sunshine, with H' S PARCELS tucked
under his arm He strides quickly up the hill to THE
BOROUGH, knowi ng that the church nust be about to strike

m dday. As he turns into THE CHURCHYARD he sees M Fairway

| eaving his office building and he hails him Now the | ast
stage of his journey is in sight.

EXT. | VELL: DAY 2/ 8

M LLI E BONFI ELD is waiting anxiously beside A COPSE at the
summ t of A SMALL KNOLL on the edge of town. The late
afternoon sunlight is catching her TH CK, RED HAIR as she
perches ON A GATE and scans the pastures for the first sight
of NATHAN Meaki ns. As soon as she spots himshe can tel

that he is angry, as he SPURS H S HORSE across the fields
towards her. He wastes no tinme with pleasantries.

MEAKI NS
What the devil d you think you're up
to, MIlie, dragging ne all the way
over here?

Meakins flicks THE REINS fromside to side, agitating THE
HORSE
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M LLI E BONFI ELD
... I"'msorry, but | had to see you
privately, away from Sumrerville
House.

MEAKI NS
You had to see ne did you, MIlie?
I"'mafraid I'"mnot used to being
gi ven orders by ny donestic staff,
who the dickens do you think you are?

MIllie steps down from THE GATE and noves closer to him
causing THE HORSE to |l ower its head and shake it from side
to side.

M LLI E BONFI ELD
Pl ease don’t be angry with nme, |I'mso
scared and | need your help.

MIlie | ooks down at the ground dejectedly.
| thought you had feelings of |ove
for ne.

MEAKI NS
| did have, until you got yourself in
t he pudden cl ub. That has changed
everyt hi ng.

M LLI E BONFI ELD
(Pl eadi ng)
But | need your advice, tine is going
on. What am| to do?

MEAKI NS
That's your problem | told you to
get rid of it.

M LLI E BONFI ELD

| can't. It's too late

(Brushes away tears )
I didn't realise there was a baby.
I"'mtoo far gone, it would be
danger ous.

(She coaxes)
Can you not see it in your heart to
t ake care of nme and your child? I'd
make you a good wife, | could bear
you |l ots nore babies and |I'mnot so
unattractive... you told ne | was
beauti ful once.
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MEAKI NS
(Cal | ous | augh)
Well, no wonan | ooks so wonder f ul
with a huge, swollen belly.

M LLI E BONFI ELD

(Fl'i nchi ng)
But it'll disappear when the baby's
born, 1'Il nmake sure that it doesn't
spoil ny figure. I"'mstill young and
it"ll soon recover and then in a

couple of nonths, after ny
confinenment, you could buy ne sone
pretty gowns.

Meaki ns shifts IN THE SADDLE and the ani mal nudges its rear
agai nst her, pushing her to one side.

MEAKI NS
| don’'t care to; |1've better things
to spend ny noney on.

M LLI E BONFI ELD
(Angrily)
You couldn’t keep your hands off nme a
few nont hs back

MEAKI NS
Don’t delude yourself, MIlie. Wy
would I want to lunber nyself wth a
pennil ess wife and child when I've
the pick of the gentility here about?
Sonmeone who'd bring with thema nice
fat dowy is what | need, not a brood
of scruffy urchins fromthe | ocal
hovel .

MIlie gasps, his words stabbing through her heart |ike a
dagger. She is stunned that he could be so nerciless after
all his wheedling to get her into his bed.

M LLI E BONFI ELD

(Bitterly)
You were never going to truly care
for me, baby or not. Wat a fool |'ve

been to believe anything to the
contrary. Now |'mruined. You're a
vile, selfish, arrogant pig! You' ve
used me for your own ends and not hing
nore. | never want to set eyes on you
ever again. | hope you get what you
deserve, Nat han Meakins, and | hope
you rot in hell.
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MIllie turns and runs blindly stunbling across TH CK, GRASSY
TUSSOCKS, the tears running down her face and her UNRULY RED
HAI R FLYI NG W LDLY I N HER WAKE

I NT./EXT. INSIDE THE G G DAY

Joshua travel s al ong the PRESTON PLUCKNETT ROAD besi de M
Fairway. As they go he |looks fromside to side at the |ush
green Sonerset countryside and the SVMALL COTTACES
interspersed in clusters along the roadside.

JOSHUA DRYER
You say that the estate has been in
good hands since ny grandfather’s
deat h?

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
Yes, it has, it really runs like
cl ockwork. You'll obviously want to
make sone changes, but |'d reconmend
letting things run on for a while
whi | st you adj ust to your new
posi tion.

JOSHUA DRYER
| agree, |'mnost anxious not to
prove wanting in the eyes of the
staff. Due to ny youth and
i nexperience | know |l've a lot to
| earn, but | do need sonething el se
to challenge nme in the neantine. |'ve
led a very active life, whilst at
sea, and |I'd hate to be bored.

AMBROSE FAI RWAY

(Thoughtful ly)
Well, you know the ol d manori al
courtroomis in the east wi ng of
Al vi ngt on Manor and your grandfat her
was a Justice of the Peace, which |I'm
sure you'd find both interesting and
chal lenging. It would al so give you
some standing in the community and as
a nmenber of the gentry you should be
able to get nom nated quite easily.

JOSHUA DRYER
Do you know, Anbrose, | think you may
have sonething there. That woul d be
very interesting and maybe Captain
Buck fromthe m ssionary ship woul d
support ne in that.

( MORE)

2/ 9
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JOSHUA DRYER (cont' d)
He got to know ne very well on the
long trip to New Guinea, but am | not
rat her young?

AVMBROSE FAI RWAY
| believe you have to be at | east
twenty-one to serve, but you'll need
to do a bit of studying first, so you
coul d use the next year for that.
|'ve sonme volunes that | can bring
for you next tinme | visit and I'm
sure that, once you get to know
Reverend Phel ps, he'll al so sponsor
you. He's your |ocal vicar, who takes
services in the estate chapel at
Al vi ngton Manor, but he's also the
chai rman of the quarter sessions.

JOSHUA DRYER
I'"d be nost grateful, Anbrose, thank
you.

As the wheels clatter on Joshua notices out of the corner of
his eye A PRETTY YOUNG RED HEAD, RUNNI NG THROUGH THE FI ELDS
ON H S RIGHT, PARALLEL WTH THE ROAD. HER HAIR I S THI CK AND
FLYI NG WLD AND HER EYES ARE STORMY. She seens to be very

di stressed and Joshua i s concerned, but they are passing by
and M Fairway is talking to himagain.

Whilst listening to him Joshua observes ON THE H GH GROUND
I N THE DI STANCE AN ARI STOCRATI C LOOKI NG GENTLEMAN ASTRI DE A
DAPPLED- GREY HORSE, STANDI NG HARD AND LOOKI NG DOWN AT THE
YOUNG G RL. He relaxes a little; it nmust have been a | over’s
tiff. No need for himto get involved and his attention
turns back to M Fairway.

M Fairway points out |andmarks |ike THE OLD ABBEY FARM AND
THE POND, before they conme to THE CROSSROADS and take a | eft
t owards ODCOVBE. A short way along the road they arrive at
THE | MPOSI NG ENTRANCE TO ALVI NGTON MANOR and their carriage
passes through the piers of the GREAT GATEWAY and al ong a
MEANDERI NG DRI VEWAY TOWARDS HI S NEW HOME.



